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Reader, 
\Hough it 'may. well ſeque need- 


| leſs to preface any thing in par- 

= ge af hear theſe The 
ES&irſt Dialogues, we being in ſ@ great 
= Deane prevented. by what ts. alrea- 
Ly noted in general in the. Palzapo- 
ite's Epiſtle to his Friend : 5 yeb Heauſo 

+ other two went n0t out of ##y hands 
vithout ſomething. a larger Preamble , 
hzve thought it not amiſs to. preface 
ittle in way of commendation gf theſe. 
iefly then, the Subjed of. the Firſt 
theſe Three Dialogues is the Attri- 


pr es of God; of the Twolatter, the 
E: A? Ad- 


Adjuſting of the Phenomena of the 
World to the Goodneſs of his Pro- 
vidence. Arguments that will eaſily 
allure the Attention of the Curiows , 
aud ] think, handled with that plain- 
weſr, that Full comprehenſion and care- 
full circumſpe@ion, that they will alſo 
ſatisfie the Ingenuoms. But they that 
have a minde to finde flews will eaft- 
ly phatfie they ſee them even there 
where they are not. The main Scope 
of the Anthour inthe handling of the 
Attributes of God ſeems to be, to 
cut his way with "that Caution and 
Tudgement, as neither to leſſen the Ma- 
jefty of the Godhead by a pretence of 
muking his Nature: ſo nniverſally in- 
teltigible to all Capacities whatſoever, | 
(C for- it is well known how aull and *' 
ſhort-fighted ſome are) nor yet on the 
_— fide to make his Exiltence #- 
credible, by puzzling and confound 
ever the fy Underflamdings with bigk- 
flown Notions and hard Repugnamcies, 
yea perfe? Contradidions, upon pre- 
tence of magnifying the Nature of God 
the ore thereby, As if the more per- 
| plext 
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lext and ſelf-inconſiſtent the Nature 
or od were, % erg 0p ny gle- 
riow#s and adorable; and thet were 
not 4 Reprehenſion of our $4vionr to 
the Samaritans ,* but aw Encomiyum, 


where he ſaies, Ye worſhi ye hoo John 4.22; 


_ what. Which yet is the condi 

_ all thoſe that "areſe wp the Deity 
with repugnant Attributes, and an Tn- 
2 vitation to the Atheiſtically-given to 
7 quit both the Deity and bis Worfoig 
4 at once. ._ 
3 Which conſfderation I conceive made 
* the Authour of theſe. Dialogues not ent- 
2 b with ſound Reaſon to beat down, 
3 but alſo with « due and becoming Con- 
F temptuonſneſe toexplade that new fond 
Opinion of the Nullubiſts , who , for- 
| /coth, imagine themſelves fo fi aperla- 
tively intellecual e other men, in 
declaring that God is _ re, thangh 
they cannot deny but that he is. Tt: 
whi 5ch lofty jo i adn though they boaſ? 
hewſthone. as ſo ſafely elevated abeve 
the Region of Imagination ,. zet 1 do 
0t doubt but this bigh Lift of their 
thoughts w3l/ be fond at laſt to be bn! 
A 2 a5 


» ey « . , «5 hh 
WAY, SPUILTS; 
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a" a' i Taiid- Bubble on SPowbled waters. 
ai that the: Levity'and Puffineſs of 
their Spirits has carried their concepti- 
ons ( if they "have "any of - the thing 
they pronounce of ) above the levell of 
conimon Senſe and Reaſon. 
7 his adjuſting of the Phenomena 
of the 'Univerfeto the Divine Good- 
neſs; it #r conſiderable that he has de- 
clined no Difficwttiss the wit of man 
can imagine or Trvent, but broughtthem 


all intoview, or at leaſt the hardeſt of 


all,” and ſuch Specimina of all kindes, 


that in all likelihood; what-evtr" new 


inſtances may ocexr to men, br they-may 
o# ſet purpoſe excogitate, will be eafily 


ſatisfy 'd by the Solution of. theſe Jore- | 


gorug Exampl 9; TY, 
"That alſo is not d#-be proterminied , 


how he þas fitted Solutions and Hy po- . ; 


theſes to the ſeverall acgrees aud cape- 
cities of the mrindes of men ," that the 
Ares tent miy nod be too brg ſor ſome, 

and too litthe for others. To ſay no- 
thing how "ir" 'the repreſenting of the 
groſs Barbarites vf the Manners and 
Aelisions in the Unciviliz'd parts of 
the 


x 
I 
; 


the World, he does by net an unpleaſant 
Satyricalneſs dexteroxſly endeavorr the 
 quickening of the Civilized parts into 6 

| fog and ob] ence of the leaſt ſhadow 
F or reſemblance of thoſe execrable Bar- 
| barities. 

And that again, methinks, Fs very fs. 
| ber and humane, in that zn the ſetting 


| oxt theſe Genius's of ſeverall ſorts and 


1 ſixes , 8s I even -_ intimated , there 
j # nothine of reproach caſt upon any, but 
he that | Agparges jy Aa a Phito- 
| theus oz 4: Bathynous, is wotwith- 
rd allow'd to be a.Sophron. All 
3 which Diſpenſations in their kinde' are 
Z laudable and honourable 5, andit is cer- 
# tainly want of Judgement or Good n4- 
3 ture that makes them contemy one ano- 
s ther. For thoſe that are arrived to any 
due meaſure of neal Picty and Vertue 
finde ſo great aPerfetion in that, that 
thoſe whom, they ſee arrived to. the 
like degree there with themſelves, let 
theiv other Capacities be what they 
will, they will eaſily give them the right 
hand o of Fellowſhip , and Plot : 


them the eir equals. But for thoſe whoſe 
A4 either 
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erber \Enowledpe or Ignorance & ac- 
2ohjpanind with [> high pitch of Ande- 
ref) ard Tormordlity, as that they con- 
tenm and veproch all that are not x 
rheiy own ſize in either , it i but juſt 
if they find theniſelves *s htly fawn” cat 
ged int the Parable of hoſes 10 loud- 
fingime Nightingales of Arcadiathat ſo © 
rudely awakerted ap: Argh ons of  * 
Ply Divine Diem. ' © 3 
 Leſtly, For the obſeroaion of Deco- 
rum of Perfors, though is be not weele- 
Hed or tranſpreſſed in any part of al 
he Five Dialogues, yet # is move full 
ard articulate in theſe Thyee 5 whenas 
the | pecelia» Charatier of Hylobates 
had no octrſbon' deſtiny 8 foew it 
ſelf | in the Two Taft: But' the Cha- 
radlers of all the others are more or 
teſs diſcernible in all Five, but moſt of 
wil that of Cuphopbron. ' 1# the Cha- 
raTer of which Perſon the Dramariſt 
ſtems to have been judicious even to 
Phyſiognomonical} Cnrioſtty, he inti- 
mating him to be one of ſo little a Sta- 
ture. © Which comports excel/ently well 


with that garety of Manners, that ver-: 
ſatili- 
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atility of Wit, and lightſomeneſs af ” 
—_— diſcovers it ſelf «ll % A 

from the beginning 10 the end m the 

perſon of Cuphophron. For this qua- 
lification of Manners is moſt incident , 
according to the ruks of Phyliogno- 
2 mie,to men of «little ſtature, their Heat 

andSpirits beine ſomething over-propor- 
tionated to the bigneſs of their Bodie ; 
which makes thew quick and chear- 
full, and of a ſudden apprehenſion , 
obnoxious to Raptures and exalted 
Reſveries , though reaching ſhort, or 
elſe ſhooting over, and not eaſily hit- 
ting the Truth. Which therefore agrees 
well with the Platonicalneſs of Cupho- 
phron's Gerime. Beſides that it may 
be the Authour may have ſome regard 
to the littleneſs of Des-Cartes bis Sta- 
ture, of whoſe Wiſedome Cuphophron 
is introduced ſuch an exceſſrve Admj- 
rer. As if the leſſer-ſized Bodies were 
the fitteſt Sheath or Caſe for a Car- 
telian Wit. Not to note farther, that 

Plato alſo was of no procere Statyre. 

Severall ſuch like tinelles ac- 
company the nervole proſecution of 
E : 1 20 
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the main Subje&t of theſe Dialogues - 
wherein to the free and ingenuows 1 
think the Anthour will not eaſtly ſeene 
to have over-ſhothimſelf in any thing, 
unleſs in his over-plain and oper oppo - 
(ing that ſormuch-admired Philoſopher 
Renatus:Des-Cartes, oz» whom perſons 
well verſed in Philoſophicall Speculati- 
ons have beſtowed ſo high Encomiums, 
eſpecially a Writer of our own , who , 
beſides the many Commendations he up 
and down in his Writings adorns hine 
with, compares him (in his Appendix 
to the Defence of his Philoſophicall 
Cabbala) to Bezaliel and Aheliab , 
as if he were inſpired from above with 
a Wit ſo curwouſly. Mechanicall, as to 
frame fo conſiſtent a Contexture of M- 
chanicall Philoſophy as he did, And the 
late learned Authour of Philolophia 
Scripture Interpres, after an opergſe, 
ſubtile and copians exdeavonr of evin- 
cing that Philoſophy 35 the beſt Interpre- 
ter of Scripture, as if all that paies bad 
. been intended in the behalf of: Des- 
Cartes, to ſet him. in the infallible 
Chair, he cancludes all at laſt with 4 

Tery 
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3 wry high'and unparallet d Elogie of the 

3 Carteſian Philoſophy. Wherefore it may 
very well be queſtioned whether it was - 
27 ſo adviſedly done of the Writer of theſe 
Dialogues, to adventure the expoſing-of 
his own Credit,by ſo openly oppoſing and 
oppuening the great Name and 4uthox 
2 rity of ſo very famous and eminent 'a 
3 Philoſopher as Carteſius. 


YZ But formypart,* 1 »mſt confeſs, the 
'* more he may have expoſed himſelf by 
2 this freedome, ( provided that he be 
3 #n theright,which the impartial Reader 
8 ſt judee of ) the Points that are tons 
XZ troterted are of ſuch great conſequence; 
& that TI think it is in him the more con- 
ſpicnows AG of Vertue, and that that 
very ground upon which this Imputati- 
on of Over-ſhooting himſelf is raiſed is 
a Principle to be abhorred by all good 
and gemerons Spirits namely, Asif it 
were a point of Imprudence to be leſs 
tender of 4 man's own private Credit 
then of the Glory of God and the pub- 
lick God 5 67, As if any one ought to 
loſe any eſteem by doing what is really 
worthy and laudable. 
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Beſides, he does but follow the Pat- 
tern of that very Authour that is obſer- 
wed ſo highly to have commended Des- 
Cartes, moſt of the Allegations againſt 
bis Philoſophy being more fully purſued 
in that Encomiaſt's Fritings. And in: 
that very Epiſtle to V. C. where he 
makes it his buſineſs to apologize for | 
him, and to extoll him and magnifie him * 
to the Skies , yet he does plainly and 
epertly declare , That it is a kinde of 
vile and abject amanda, Or ſuperſti- 
tious1dolizing of Matter, to pretend 
that all the Phenomena of the Uni- 
verſe will ariſe out of it by mere Me- 
chanical Motion. And yet in the ſame 
Epiſtle he ſeems to acknowledge that 
there may be ſome few effects purely | 
Mechanicall. Which I believe was from © 
his over-great deſire of making Des» 
Cartes ſeen 45 conſiderable as þe could 
with auy judgement and Conſcience, 
But for my part, upon my more ſeriouſly 
conſidering what occyrrs in theſe Dia- 
logues, I am abundantly aſſured that 
there is no purely-Mechanicall Phxno- 
mengn 7 the whole Unjverſe. 

x Nop 


3 Nor onght that Authour (> to be under- 
7 ſtood in the comparing Carteſius with 
7 Bezalie) 2nd Aboliab, 4s if he did re- 

* ally believe he was ſupernaturally inſþi- 
i red. For with what face can any one 
2 put that ſenſe upon ſuch an high-flown 
7 Complement, whenes he does as well up 
4 and down in his Works plainly and 

7 zealouſly confute Des-Cartes, where he 
* frndes him faxlty in things of any con» 
2 cern, as praiſe bins and commend hins 
© where he deſerves it ® Which is « 
3 plain indication he did _— him n 

& be infallibly inſpired. And it may 

Y zhe ch bt Mac Bezaliel aud As 

# holiab's being filled with the Spirit 


I wiſedome of heart for thoſe Mecha- 
2 wicall Curioſities of Work as it #s ſie> 
 Þ ified towerd the end of that Chapter , 
7 That they had « ſpecial andextraordi-. 
,ary Genius that way, which was the 
4 oft of God in Nature. Beſides that 
reat thing in Natnre according 


2 every 


F tothe Frag Idiom has its denomina- 7A 
J tion from God. And therefore to be Ed. z5. 
7 filled with the Spirit of God in wiſe- 3+ i 
4 : dome 
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F of God, is but their being filled with £99353 | 


dome and underſtanding, '&c. * to 
have a great meaſure of Wiſedome. and 
Underſtanding in ſuch and ſuch things. 
As. without queſtion Des-GCartes had a 
great deal of Wit and Sagactty to finde 


ont the moſt credible Material Cauſes of 


. the Phzxnomena of the World, and to 
order them into the moſt ſpecrous. Con- 
texture that the thing is capable of, to 
make up a Mechanicall Philoſophy. But 
that theſe things can neither ariſe nor 
hold together without an higher Prin- 
ciple that muſt. ſuperintend and guide 


them,. this great Encomiaſt of his does © 


® Anticor. as plainly declare in kg ſeverall places 5 


lih,2.£p.2. 


ſet?. 7,8,9, #5 the Contriter of theſe preſent Dia- } 


10, 11,12, Jogues does: :..\ 


e240, But. as for the Anthour of Philoſo- 
2,7 &. Pha. Scripture, Interpres, 7 muſt cor- 7 
Immortt- fejs Ide much admire, that after he has | 


liry ef rhe 


Soul, ib.z.-labonred ſomunch to make. good his Ar- * 
6. 1:,13- *onvent ; he:yſhonld pitch upon  Des- | 
i\Cartes bs. Phzloſophy as ſuch a ſafe ? 

: Qracle to conſult ahout the meaning of 

- Scripture. 1h.3s trne,that ſeverall ſtrokes 3 

- of it are very fitly applicable to a Philo- | 

_ - ſophical ſenſe of the Six daies Creation: | 

but | 
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3 Gutthoſe are ſuch as arecomprehended 
* zethePythagorick frawe of the Oni- 
7 verſe, and correſpond with the anci- 
” ent Cabbala; are zo new Inventions 
| of theCarteſian Wit. And the truth is, 43 
” 2hat which makes Des-Cartes his Phi- 4 
* Fo tc: ſo anguſily on't 3s, in that 4 
2 he has interwoven into it that noble $y- 
+ ſtemof the World according to the Tra- 
dition of Pythagoras and his Follow- 
ers, or, if you will, of the moſt anci- 
errt Cabbala of Moſes. But the reft. of 
3 bz. Philoſophy is rather .pretty there 
7 great, and m #hat ſenſe that he drives 
3 at, of pure Mechaniſm, enormouſly and 
Z ridiculouſly falſe. | 
3 : Butnow for thoſe Principles or Paſ- 

3 ſages in his Philoſophy that are more 
. 3} peculiarly his own, there is nothing 
#zore eſtranged. from the Genius of . 
. 3} the Scripture andthe ſervice. of The- 
- 3 ologie. then they." For fuller ſatisfa- 

YZ Gon, and for the ſuavity of the Con- 
23 ceit's ſake, let w' make triall in ſome 
Y few. It 3s a grand Principle with 
3 him, that where-ever we cannot but 
: | conceive an Extenſion or Expanſion , 
t 6 : we 


we nexft dikewiſe neceſſarily concerve 
there is Matter. And therefore becaxſe 
we cannot but: conceive an imdefinite 
Space round about ws extended, we can- 
not but concerve Metter all along exten- 
ded. Which plainly implies, we cannot 
but conceive there is Matter , whet-ever 
elſe there is. Whence it follows, that 
its exiſtence is neceſſary of it ſelf and 
independent of God, becauſe in its wery 
Notion or Idea it cannot but be concet- 
ved to. be, we being not able odher-+ 
wiſe to conceive but that there ts an Ter 
definite Extenſion round about w. How 
this will comport with the abſalute Petr 
fedion of God, or bow ſound « fewſe 
it will rewder of the firſt: Verſe in Ge- 
neſs, I leave to eny one to conjetture,.... 
Again; It is as confeſſed. « Principle 
with him, that Matter alone with ſuch 
a degree of Motion as is ſuppoſed now 
in the Univerſe will pr . all the 
Phxnomena of the World, Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, Air, Water, Earth, Plants, 7 
Animals, and the Bodies of Ate, in.fuch 
order and organization as they are *' 
found. Which Principle in bis Philo Je- 
ad 
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phy certainly muſt proDe; 4 very inept Tee 
terpreter of Rom: 1.:19,20.: where the: 


eternall-Power andGodhead ir. faid' 
clearly: to be ſeen. :the things that 
are made 3 .7»ſormeh that the. Gentiles 


' became thereby unexcufi «ble. © But if the 


Carteſian Philoſophy. be true,” it. was 
their. ignorance. they. could. not excuſe 
themſelves. For they might have ſaid, 

That ai theſe things. might. comets paſs 


: by Matter and mere Mechanicall' Mo- 
| tion; and that Matter exchides\ Motion 
2 inits own ldea no mord thee it ancludes 
b Reſt < ſo that it might have Motion; of 
3 it ſelf. as. well as its Exiſtence ,. accor- 
# ding tovhe former Implication. See al- 
JS ſo howi fit a Gloſs this Principle will af- 

ford wp 


on. As I4.i _ and how wel 
that. Ken as withthe. firſt Seton of 


the firſt G G4 Des Gattes PIs Me- 
tEOrS, 


vſepby's A+ ſeeming Medeſiy in decli- 
ngelþ fearch. into. the Final cauſes of 


j the -Phanomena of the World > as if, 
7 forſoeth,: that wereitgo great a preſum- 


ption: of: humane wit', to pry into the 
Ends of God's Creation: 5 whenas in- 
I a deed 
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deed his Philoſophy is of that nature , 
that it prevents off ſuch —_— ; 
things coming to paſs, according to 3t , 
a if God were not at all the Creatour 
xd Contriver of the World, but that 
were Matter Mechanically ſwung about 
ſuch a meaſure of Motion fe _ 
arily, without any more ts doe, into this © 
Frame of things we ſte, and could have * 
been wo _— then they ares and © 
that therefore al/ the particular Uſeful- 
neſſes of the Creation are not the Reſults 
of Wiſedome or Connſel, but the blinde © 
3://nes of mere Material and Mechanicall * 
Neceſſity. And things being ſo, it is in- 
deed very conſiftent to caſt the conſidera- 
tion of the Final Cauſe ont of the Me= \ 
chanical Philoſophy. But in the mean © 


time how fit an a9" ara of Scripture 
this _ will be m- ſuch: places a8 7 
that of the P/almiſt, O Lord, how ma- {Þ 


 nifold are thy works1 in _wiſedome # 
haſt thou made them all, - 7 »nder-. © 
ſtand not. For, according to this Phi- | 
loſsphy, he hes made mowe of them ſo. | 
Let the zealows Carteſian. reade the | 
whole 144 Pſalm , and tune it in this | 
point, if he can, ta bis Maſter's Philoſo- | 


phy. | 


| L and t 
| ÞF indeed 45 ſeriows and ſolemn an Arg 


hy. Let him ſee alſs what ſenſe he can 
ake of the firſt to the Corinthians 
Ch. 1. v. 21. RE . 
 Fourthly, The Apparitions of Horſe- 
men and Armies encountring 0we ano- 
ther : the Air, 2 Macch. 5.let hin corn- 


ſider how illuftrable that paſſage is from 


the laſt Seffion of the 7. Chapter of Des- 
Cartes bis Meteors, and from the con- 
cluffon of that whole Treatiſe. 

Fifthly , That of the Prophet , The 


= Oxe knows his owner, and the Als his 
Z Maſter's Crib as alſo that of Solomon, 
2 The righteous man regardeth the life 
* of his Beaſt, but the tender mercics 
>= of thewicked are cruel : what an ex- 
3 cellent Gloſo that Conceit of Des-Car- 


tes his, of Brutes being ſenſeleſs Machi- 


4} na's, will produce wpon theſe Texts, 
7 any one may eaſily foreſee. 


And, laftly, Gal. 5.17. where that 
Enmity and conflid' betwixt the Fleſh 
be Spirit is mentioned, ( and is 


K- 
ment 4s any occurrs in all Theologie ) 


what liekt the Cartefian Philoſophy 


will contribute for the more plaieignnae:-. 


Myſtery, 


ney 


derſtanding this ſo important 
a 2 
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Rom.7.23. 
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may eaſily be conjeFnred from the 47 
Article of his Treatiſe of the Paſſions , 
where the Combate betwixt the ſuperi-_ 
our and inferiour part of the Soul, the 
Fleſh and the Spirit, as they are termed 
in-Scripture and Divinity, is at 1ſt re- 
ſolved into the ridiculous Noddings and 
Joggings of a ſmall glandulous Button 
in the midſt of the Brain encountred 
by the animal Spirits rudely flurting a- 
gainft it. | This little ſprunt Champion , 
called the Conarion, ( or Nux pinea ) 
within which the Soul js entirely coo- 
ped up, ads the part of the Spirit , 4s 
the animal Spirits of the Flelh. And 
thus by the Soul thus ingarriſon'd in this 
Pine-kernell, ard bearing herſelf a- 
gainſt the Arietations or Jurrings of the 
Spirits in the Ventricles of the Brain , 
zmſt that ſolemn Combat be performed, 
which the holy Apoſtle calls the War 
betwixtthe Law of our Members and 
the Law of our Minde. 
SpeCttatum admiſh riſum teneatis , 
-amic1? E 
Would not ſo trivial and Iudicrous an 
account of Temptation and Sin occaſion | 
Eodinus hzs blacke/mith to raiſe as de- 
| riſori- | 


The Publiſher to the Reader. 


riſoriows « Proverb touching aQtual Sin, 
as he did touching original , and make 
theme ſay, What adoe is there about the 
wagging of a Nut, 4 wel! as he did 
«bout the cating of the Apple? : Be- 
ſtdes, if this Confli be not a Combat 
betwixt two contrarie Lives ſeated in 
the Soul her ſelf, but this that oppoſes 
the Soul be merely the Spirits in ſuch 
an Organized body, ( as Carteſius. ex- 
preſly affirms 3 ) the Souls of the wic- 
ked and of the godly in the other ſtate 
* are equally freed from the importumi- 
 tzespf Sn. = 
' Theſe few Taſts may ſuffice to ſatiſ- 
fie us how ſavoury an Teterpreter the 
Carteſian Philoſophy would prove of 
Holy Scripture and Theologicall 1tyſte- 
ries. So that Rehigion can ſuffer no- 
thing by the leſſening of the Repute of 
Cartelianiſm, the Notions that are pe- 
culiar thereto having ſo little tendency 
to that ſervice. Indeed if Carteſms. 
had as well demonſtrated as affirmed 
that Matter cannot think, he had dis- 7? 
realy deſerved well of Religion it ſelf. 
But how-ever Providence has ſo ordered 
things, that in an oblique way his Phi- 
aZ loſophy 


The Publiſher ro the Reader. 


loſophy becomes ſerviceable to Religion, 
6 he _—_— it or no, or —_— 
that of it that was moſt againſt his in- 
tention, namely the Flaws and Defed@s 
ſo plainly diſcoverable init. For the 
wnſucceſefulneſs of his Wit and Indu- 
ſtry in the Mechenicall Philoſophy has 
abundantly aſſured the ſagacions , that 
the Phznomena of the Univerſe muſt 
be entitled to an higher and more Divine 
Principle then mere Maiter and Mecha- 
ricall Motion. Which is the main rea- 


ſon that his greateſt Encomiaſt does ſo 


affeftionately recommend the reading of 


the Carteſian Philoſophy : as you may 
ſee inthe Preface ta bis Treatiſe of th 
immortality of the Soul. © 

Theſe things, I think , duly conſide- 
red will cafily cleer the Anthoxr of theſe 
Dialogues from all impitation of Im- 
prudence, in oppoſing the renowned Phi- 
loſopher in ſuch things as it 3s of ſo 
great concern thus freely to oppoſe him, 
efpectally he going very little farther 
ther þ3s higheſt Encomiaſts have led the 
way before him. : | 

Nor can I bethickh me of any elſe 
that may have any colourable - Pre- 
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| Ttenſeof a juſt Complaint ag him , 
> ruleſr the wha » who i, may 
" judge it an wnſit thing that ſo Divine a 
Philoſophy ſhould be ſo much ſhurred 
by introducing Cuphophron, @ Plato- 
niſt, wttering ſuch tipſie and temulent 
Raptures and Rhetoricall Apologies, as 
he does im the Second and Third Dia- 
3  togues, for the extenuating the hideonſ- 
* - meſs of Sin3 beſides the ill Tendency of 
ſuch looſe and luſorions Oratorie. And 
yet the judiciow, T believe, will finde 
thoſe paſſeges as pertinent and uſefull as 
thoſe that bear the face of more Severity 
and Reſerveadneſs ; will eaſily re- 
gerber that the Charafter of Cupho- 
2 phron is wo? imply a Platomiſt, but an 
3 aiery-minded one, ( 45 indeed both 
YZ the danger aud indecorum of Light> 
mindetineſs or over-much Levity of ſþi- 
rit is both repreſented and perſiringed all 
along in bis perſon; ) which therefore 
does mot redownd to the diſcredit of 
Platoniſm as ſuch, but to the diſcovery 
of the hazard of that Philoſophy, if it 
meet not with « minde that 3s ſober and 
well ballaſted. And for the ill Ten- 
dency of his rapturons Eloquence, that 
a 4 fear 1 


FE 5 ” \ y fo "es ie MET Q ” 
OWE £ 7 fx p 
: 


The Publiſher to the Reader. 


fear Fs. altogether groundleſs.; fnee 0 fall 
the force' of Reaſon: und 'Rhetorick he 
produces, there js,ſq:perjet and con- 
vidive a Confutation; 'that there is not 
the leaſt colour left to palliate Immora- 
lity  foraſmuch as it 3s ſo clear;y evi- 
denced that Sin and Vice are mot . 45 
Cuphophron's Sophiſtry world jugge!?. 
onely purſuances of a jclier goud, vt 
things in themſekoes ablojutely cyll , 
and perfely contrary to ibc will and 
wature of God. \ ; 

Eut it was a matter of no ſmall n6- 
ment to bring into view all that could 
plauſibly, be jaid in the behalf of jo 
pleaſing 4 Monſter," that it beine all e- 
.nervated and demonſtrated to be weak 
ard frivoloms, the Minde of man micht 
be the more firmly radicated and ejta- 
bliſhed in what is good «© and that ev1} 
men alſq micht take notice, that the 
more-ſeverely verinoms' are not 1196- 
rant of the wittieſt Pleas and Fxuujcs 
they can frame for their adherence 10 
Sin, nor at all it alofſs how utterly to 
deſeat thent. And that therefore thoſe 
that arc cordially good are not ſo ant 
of (1mplicity and ignarance, ( as tbe 


falje- 


The Publiſher to the Reader, > _ 


2 falſely-deemed Wits fooliſhly conceit 
2 them but out of aclear axd rational . 
2 diſcernment, what 1s beſt, and out 0 
4 477 holy ſenſe avd reliſhof the Div 
{ neſt things. To the latter whereof as 
» thoſe conceited Wits lay no claims ſo is it 
* as manifeſt that they have as little rieht 
-: or title to the former, no man willine- 
4 ly continuing in Wickedneſs but out of 
2 2 baſe Stupidity of minde ad: Imbe- 
| 7 cillity of Reaſon. 2 
But theſe things, Reader, thou wilt 
+ beſt wnderſiand by peruſing the Dia- 
Z logues themſelves, from. which I have 
# too long detuined thee by an over-te+ 
i dious Preface, which. I muſt intreat 
i thee to ampute rather to my defirethat 
FX thou mighteſs reap-a clear ſatisfattion 
3 without the leaſt Scruple 'or Diſeuſt, 
then that T have any ſuſficion of either 
thy Candour or Judgement. 
| Farewell. 
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E PISTLE 
Of Fr. Kuiftor,the Paleopolite, 
to a Noble Friend of his, tou- 
ching the enſuing Dielogues. 
Honored Sir, 


T is now well-nigh two years agoe * 


fince I gave you Intelligence tou- 
ching that natable Meeting I bad the 
hap to be at in Cuphophrom's re- 


toyou the great ſatisfatian Philopolis 


received in thoſe Conferences, and : 
how exceſlively Hyloberes was tranſ- 
rted with Philothewv his Converſe, Þ 

cing made thereby ſofirm aConvert ! 

to the belicf of Spiritxal Beixgs, and | 
of the Accyraecy of that Divine Provi- * 
_ dence that has the Gavernment of the | 
World. But though the HintsI gave | 
then of the ſeverall Days Diſcourſes |} 


' made you ſo paflianately delirous of 
having the whole matter of thoſe 

Diſceptations more fully communica- 

ted to you,andall the Five Days Con- 
| | | CTENCES 


nowned Arbour : Wherein [ ſignify d 4 


pe MG OA ts Dd ao ae ee. 


os - 5, 


* mp 
© bod F . WER 

25 OE Ee Ss at) MO 2 
ED PN > Tec IR 0 Ou 


The Epiſtle of Fr. Euiſtor, 


2 ferences recovered, if it were polli- 
3 ble, into ſo many Dialogees : yet, for 
* all the care and induſtry I couſd uſe, I 
could not till now bring about what 
you ſocaxneſtly requeſted, 

But now, partly out of my own Re- 
cords I made to my ſelf there a-nights 
aſter every Day's Diſcourſe,and part- 
ly by communicating ſince that time 
| either by Letters or word of mouth 
2 with thoſe that were there preſent, 
+ (eſpecially Sophror, a man of a very 
7 firm memory as well as of an able 
2 judgement ) Ithink I have at length 
2 recovered all that paſled m every 
-Z Day's Conferenee, even tothe minu- 
& teſt Humours and Circumſtances of 
$ our Converſe: Which I have done 
with that faithfulneſs, that I have not 
omitted ſuch paſſages as may ſeem to 
redound to my own diſcredit 3 as be-_ 
ing more then ance not ovyer-hand- 
ſomely abuſed by our young Friend 
Hylobares , who, you ho , is free 


enough in that kinde with his familiar 
Acquaintances. ' Which made him fly 
upon Cxphophroz lo frequently as he 
<1d , evenito the admiration , and of- 


| tenle 


The Epiſtle of Fr. Euiftor, 
fenſe ſometimes, of my worthy Pa- 
tron Philopolss. 

Theſe two, I mean Hylobares and 
Cuphophron, are, asit were, the ſmall 
Mean and Treble in this Heptachordor 
or Inſtrument of ſeven Strings. And 
indeed they are all along ( &f pecially 
in the Three firſt Dialognes ) as a- 
cute and canorous as two ſ{tridulaus 


Swallows on the top of a Chimney. 


The reſt you will find grave enough, 
and my ſelf ſome degrees below Gra- 
vity , that 1s toſay , pretty ſolemnly 
and authertickly dull. How-ever, [ 
ſerved to ſupply the place of an Hi- 
{torian to them3 as I do toyou inthe 
rehearſall of the whole matter, 
Wherein I recording the Humours 
and Paſſions of men as well as their 
Reaſonings, 1f any thing be faulty in 
any. phraſe of ſpeech or Comport- 
ment of the young mcn, yet you are 
to conlider that it had been a Fault in 
me to have omitted it 3 efpcecially the 
Blemiſhes of the leſs pertcct being ſo 
diſcernible in the company of thoſe 
more-accompliſhed perſons, and 
therefore the more likely to beget a 

_diſreliſh 
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The Epiſile of Fr. Euiftor, - , 


diſreliſh and averſation in the Reader 


7 to ſuch Miſcarriages. Which is the 


2 main Scope of all Afore/ Writings , 
whether Poetry or Hiſtory, 

' But what may ſeem more harſh in 
- thoſe youthfull perſons, compared 
; with thediſcreet and unexceptiona- 


2 bledemeanour of thoſe of more'ma- 


* ture age, will yet be found very fu- 
? table and harmonious to the Perſons 
: themſelves, if you have but recourſe 
: totheparticularCharaQters in thePage 
2 before the Books which briefly, re- 
2 preſents the Genius of every Agour. 
2 Which if you firmly fix in your mind, 
-- and carry with you all along as you 
> reade, you willatleaſt be aſſured that 
I am not altogether anunskilfull Dr«- 
matiſt, how-ever you may doubt 
whether I be ſo cxaRt an Hiftorian. 


Farewell. 
. From Pa/eopolrs, 
Novemb. 29. 
1666. 7. 
Yours to command. 


Fr, Euiſtor, 
THE 
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Three firſt Drrgoute: 


FT: E Preference of Vertue and aſſu- 


rance of an happy Immortality be- 
fore the Pleaſures and Grandeur 
of this preſent World. - I« 
I. The Deſcription of Hylobares bi Genits, 
and of Cuphophron's Entertainments in 
bir Philoſopbicall Bowre. 4+ 
IN.Philopolis bis Quere's touching the King- © 
dome 2 God , rogether with bis ſincere ©; 
purpoſe of pr them. 13- 4 
Iv. {kh his Tnterpoſall of his Quere's: 7? 
firſt;tonching the Exiſtence of God,and Di- 2} 
vine Providence, 18. } 
V. The Exiſtence of God argued from the 
orderly Defigns diſcoverable in the Phzxno- Þ}_ 


mena of Nature. 20. Þ 
VI. Severall Inftances of that general Argu= 7 
ment. 22. Þ 


VII. That neceſſary Canſality in the blind Y | 
Matter can doe as little toward the orderly ÞF 
Effedts in Natwre,as the fortuitous ep : 


thereof. | 
VIII. That | 
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VIII. That there is no Phznoinenon in Na- 
* ture purely Mechanical. _—231. 
® IX. That there is no Levitation or 


avita- 

2, tionof the Xtber or of the vnlger Elements 
in their proper places. Whence 'tis plain that 
ow Matter's Motion is moderated from ſome 
+ Diviner Principle. 33+ 
} X. That tbe Primordialls of the World are 
> not Mechanicall, bx: Vital. 36. 
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X XI. The Exiſtence of God argued fron <& 
'* Conſent of Nations, from Miracles and Pro- 
* phecies , from bis Works in Nature, and 
= from hz Ides. 49- 
2 XIV. The Obſcurity of the Nature of God , 
3 and the Intricacy of Providence with pre- 
paratory Cantions for the better ſatisfaGion 


2 nt theſe Points. - $4- 
XZ XV. The Attribute of Eternity. $7. 
3 XVI. An Objedion againſt the All 


benſion of Eternity, with the Anſwer tbere- 

3 to. ; 66» 
3 XVII. Another Objettion,with its Anſwer.71- 
3% XVII. The Attribute of Immutability. 73. 
XIX. Of the Deity's atling ad extra. 78. 
XX. The Attribute of Omniſciency. $0. 
XXI, The 


The Contents; 
XX1. The Attribute! of Spirituality ,- aud 
that God cannot be Material. © _- 87. 
XXL. The falſe Notion of. a Spirit. 90. 
XXIII. That there 4 a Spiritual Bcing 7: 
' the : World: NY 92. 
XXIV. That Extenſion and Matter are nat 
reciprocall. 93+ 
XXV. That there is an n Extenſ on intrivf cal 
to Motion. .': i? 1-3 
XXVI. That there's an morale Exten- 
| hon dijtin from that of movable Matter. 7 
I vor. i 
XXVII. That this "Extenſion diftin from 7 
Matter is not imagiaary; but real.”  104- 
XXVIII. A freſh Appeal touching- the truth 
\of that Point to Reofo on, S enſe, and Imagi- 
nation. 3 TÞ'T 
XXIX. The eNential Properties of Matter. 
119. Bay 
XXX. The true Notion of a Spirit." - 124+ i 
XXX. The Attribute of Omnipreſency. - 1 
| ode 
XXXII. Cphwokon Paradox of God ; 
being no-where.  ! \,.-r735- | 
XXXIU. The Confutation of that Paradox: Fr. 
| 39+ i 
XXXIV. That all Spirits are | ſome-wheee I 
'F 2.4 
RXXV. The Grounds of Cuphophron? D Par 4 
radox (that Spirits are no-whcr©) produ- þ 
cd and examined. ISI. | 
RXXVI, | 


The Contents, 
XXXVI. That God is eſſentially preſent 
© ' every-where. r'57. 
XXXVII. The Arboriſts affetted liberty 4 
Hig in nmeceſſaty Opinions,and friend- 
oy "Abuſiveneſs of one another in thery Phi- 
oſop 


hicall Meetings: | = 160. 
Txooevine; The Concluſion. - x64. 


: The Second. Dualogue. | 
£ TH E ' Introdudtion, cont aining Philop6- 
K lis bis Thaytks: for the laft po, s 'Diſ- 
74 corſe 3 with a tonch by the bye of Taſpite- 
* tion, and of the Dificalty 's the pref 
7 5ubjed. 
I. The two main Healls of ObjeTions apa by 
# Providence, with certain Laws to be's 
Fved mm diſputing thereof: 

TIT. Foils in peneral how conſiſtent with the 


1 Goodneſ of God. 175. 
IV. The' Argamemts of Lucretius againſt 
1 Providence. 1V$3. 


JF. Providence argued againft from 
4 mriſenots falling of the Rain, and ir” (4 
F _—_ diſcharges of rH ty ea 
YF!. An Anſwer toLucretius bis Arguments. 


A '198. 

Ft: Of Death , bow confjtent with the 
Goodneſs of Providence. 211. 

F111. Of Difeafes. 217 

FX. Of War, Famine, Peſtilence, _ 
; Earthquakes. | | 220. 

1 b X. Of 


The Contents. | 
RX. Of ill Accidents happering to brute 
EG whereby thei lifes become miſe- © 
rable. : -2436> I 
XI. Of the Cruelty aud Rapacity of Ani- . 
. mals. 238. - 
XII. Of the Rage of the Elements, the , 
Pozſon of Serpents, aud Wrath of wilde 
Beafts. : 239. | 
XIII. Of Monftroſities iz Nature. 244. * 
XIV..0f Fools, Mad-mcn, and men irrecla- .; 
. mably Wicked from i#beir very birth. 252. ': 
XV. The beft Uſe to be made of the ſaddeſt 
: Scene of the things of this World. 262. 7 
XVI. i How the Entrance of Sin into be >» 
World can conſiſt with the Goodneſs of Pro- 
- vidence. 264. 
XVII. Cuphophron's Laxatick Apologie 
whereby he wauld extenuate the Hainonj-' 
neſs of Sin. © 268. ©, 
XVIII. A ſolid Anſwer to the foregoing A: 
_ pologie, though uſhered in with ſomething | 
- ludicrous Preamble. 2818 
XIX. A more ſober Enquiry into that Diſ$ 
Ealty , How the Permiſſion of Sin in the 
World can confiit with the Goodnelſ! 
of God. | | 2904 
XX. The firſt Attempt of ſatisfying the Dij\ 
ficulty, from that Stoicall Poſition of 1b, 
invincible Freedome of Man's Will. 29% ( 
XXI. The ſecond Attempt, from the conſidY (;, 
ration of ſome high Abuſes of a vinci'\M1. 
Freq 
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The Contents. 


Freedome, as alſo from the nature of this 
3} Freedome it ſelf. 299. 
2 XXII, The third and laft, from the Qneſtio- 
' maebleneſs whether in compute of the whole 
"Y - there es not as much go ood redound to the 
'* Univerſe by God's Permiſſion of Sin, there 
& would by bis forcible keeping i it out. 308. 

SKXII. How confiſtent it is with the Good- 
+ neſs of Providence, that God does not ſud- 
7 denly make men holy ſo ſoon as they have an 
# hearty minde t0 it. 314: 

F XIV. The Parable of the Eremite ayd the 
# Angel. - 320. 

$KXV. That the Adverſity of the Good, and 
BF the Proſperity and Lobnty of the Wicked in 
 $th4 Life, are no Arguments againſt the Ac- 
Berracy of Providence. 329- 
""XXVI. A civil, but merry-conceited, bout of 
1 Wining in Cuphophron's Arbour. 338. 

XKXVII. The marvellous ConjuntIure in Hy- 


: C lobares of an outward Levity ayd inward 
YM Soberneſs at once. 343* 
KXVIII His ſerious Song of Divine Provi- 
Ky dence. 349- 
[1 XIX. The breaking up of the Meeting. 34S. 


The Third Dialogue. 


{ OnjeAnres touching. the Cauſes of that 

Mirth that the Meeting of ſome -per- 
__ aaturally excites in one anther. 350. 
I. Hylobarcs hzs ge to Diſettlement 
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The Contents, "0 
of minde touching Providence, with the cauſe 
thereof. 4-855» 3 

HM. Pancity of Philoſophers 3 1a blemiſh to 
Dwine Providence. ». 357+ 

IV. Reaſons in general of the Se ak 
mity ix the Religions ad Culioms of the 
Savage . Nations, 4s. alſo of the variety of 
this Deformity in Manners © Cuftomy. 361, 


V. Of the barbarow Cuſtome of going, na- 


ked. 366. 4 
VI. Of the ridiculous Deckings and Ador- * 
nings of the Barbarians. - .  .,369. 


their groſs Extravagancies touching Wed- © 
lock apologized for by Cuphophron, Ad- #7 
wocate-General for the Paynims. 376. 7 
VII. Of the yuvarxoxpeeggor, -and the men of * 
Arcladam #hat- lie in Child-bed for their © 
Wives. . | | 383+ 5 
IX. Of the Pagans Cruelty to their Enemies, 7} 
and inhumane Humanity to their Friends. ” 
| 8 
X, Their killing men at F unerals to = E- 
pany the dead. "cn 
XI. The Caraiatnites murthering goed men | 
to ſeize on their Vertues, 91s 
xl1I. Of the Anthropophagi or Canni ale | 3 


XII. Of the Atheiſm and the ey F 
of tbe Barbarians. * 398. | 
Xly. Of their Men-$acritices. 402. | 
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XV. Of their worſhipping the Devil. - 

XVI. Of their ſacrihcing men to che De 
Vis: 4 
XVII. Of Self-Sacrihcers. 416. 

* XVIII. The meaning of Providence in permit- 
* ting ſuch borrid U ages inthe World. 419. 
2 XIX. The Madneſs of the Prietts: of tbe 
Pagans, 421- 
: XX, Of their Religious Methods of living in © 
3 order to. future Happineſs. | 430- - 
* XX, Piet Opimong touching the other 


Z XXII. The Unſuceeſt fulneſs of as: 
= phror's Advocatcſhip bithertq inreference 
4 to the eaſe of HyloharesWye Perplexitier,437- 
3 XXUI. Several Confiderations to make us | 
" ® bope that the ſtate,of the World may.xot be 

3 fo bad as Meclenraofvr ley "Y repre- 
3 ſent it. + 440» 
3} Thefirſt Confi deration!' WE OY 930Y 
. 3 The ſecand Conſideration. os 


, 3 The third Conſideration. a _ 
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The proper Characters ofthe Perſons 
in the enſuing Dialogues, with 
ſome Alluſton to their Names. 


Philstheus, A 7calous and fincere Lover of 
God and Chriſt, and of the whole Crea- 
ti0n, 


Bzthy:ou,The Dceply-thoughtfull or pro- 
foundly-thinking man. Es 


Sopbren, The Sober and wary man., . 
Philopolis, The pious and loyall Politician. 


Exiſtor, A man of Criticiſm; Philologie 


and Hiſtory. 


Hylobares, A young, witty, and well-mo- 
ralized Materialiſt. 


Cnupbopbr on, A zealous, but Air ie-minded, 
Platonift and Carteſian, or Mechaxift. ' 


ov 


'The general Charadter. 


All free ſpirits, mutually permitting one 
another the liberty of Philoſophizing 
Without any breach of Friendſhip. 
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1 viving DIALOGUE F, 
CONTAINING , 
G, be dh Dilquiſitions | and In- 
ftructions couching the 


Arrrures of GOD 


AND HIS 


PROVIDENCE 


IN THE 


WO R: L':D: 


Lk Tar Firgsr DiaLoGUE. 
Philothews, Bathynous, Sophron, Philo- 
polis, Euiſtor, Hylobares,Cuphophrom. 


%@Hrice welcome, O Sg. Fa 
Philothens, WHO fereace of 
have brought 2- Potnc xd 
long with you 7 ym i 
two fach defire- Inmorilty 


Þble Aſſociates as Bathynous and $0- jor the 


3 letſnres 
i Broje. Will you pleaſe to make a phe Gram 
Fep up nito the ' arty ? aeur of thit” 


4 ?hiloth. With all our hearts. There 477 
235 nothing more pleaſant theſe Sums- 
, mer- 
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mer-Evenings thenthe coal open Air. 
And I'll aflure you it is very . freſh 
here, and the Proſpe& very delight- 
ſome. — 

Cuph. Methinks I envy Greatneſs 
for nothing ſo much as their magnifi- 
cent Houſes, and their Jarge Gar- 
dens and Walks , their Quarters 
contrived intoelegant Knots adorned 
with the moſt beautifull Flowers, 
their Fountains, Caſcades and Sta- 
tucs 3 that I mightbe in a more fplen- 
did capacity of entertaining my | + 
Friends. This would be to me no ' 
{mall prelibation of the Joys of Pa- 7 
radiſe here upon Earth. 

Philoth. For my part, Cuphophro, 
I think he need envy 'ne body who / 
has his Heart' full $: with the 7 
Love of Gad,and his Mind eſtabliſh- 7 
edin a firm belicf of that unſpeakable Þ » 
Happineſs that the yertuous and pi- | 
ous Soul enjoys inthe other State a- Þ : 
monglt the ſpirits of juſt men made © 
perfeF. The firmbelietof this1n an '$ 
irnocent Soul is ſo high a prelibation ,F? | 
of thoſe eternal Joys, that it _ "1 
IZES 3 


fs 
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| Jires ſuch an one's Happineſs, tf he 
! have but the ardinary Conveniences 
. { of life, to that ofthe greateſt Poten- 
"tates. Their difference in external 
© Fortune is as little confiderable as a 
: Semidiameter of the Earth in two 
' meaſtres of the higheſt Heaven, the 
one taken from the Surface of the 
- Earth, the other from its Centre : 
? Thediſ proportion you know is Juſt 
} nothing. 
' Cuph. It 1s lo. 
* Philoth. And for gratifying your 
* Friends; They that are in a capaci- 
{ty of being truly ſuch, are as fully 
-well facisfy'd with your ordinary En- 
;tertainment, asif you were Maſter 
of the Fortunes of Princes. Beſides 
7 that it would be hazardous to your 
7 ſelf tolive in that atieted Splendour 
7 you ſpeak of, as it is not clowns 
| fake toafte&t it. For both the deſire 
z and enjoyment of external Pomp 
2 does naturally blinde the eyes of the 
$ Mind, and attempts the ſtiflin on 
I her higher and more heavenly 
. [ rations, engages the Thoughts "a 
F B q _— 


TI 
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Friends with a frugal Collation, a *' 
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below, and hinders thoſe Meditati- 7 
ons that carry the Soul to an antici= 
patory view of thoſe eternal Glo- .* 
ries above. 
Cuph. What you ſay, Philothens, 
may be, and may not be: Theſe 
things are as they are uſed. But I 
muſt confeſs I think worldly Fortunes 
are molt frequently abuſed, and that 
there 1s a danger in them: which 
makes me the more contented with 
the ſtate I am1n. | 
_ Philoth. And fo you well may be, 
Cxphophron : for though you will not 
admit you live ſplendidly, yet it can- 
not be deny'd but that you live neat- 7 - 
ly and elegantly. For ſuch are the 7 
Beds and Alleys of this little ſpot of 4? 
Ground: and ſuch alſo that Ar- 
bour, if the Infide be as neat as the % 
Outſide. | £5 3 
Cuph. That you may quickly ſce, Y” 
Philothens. = | 
Philoth. All very handſome, Table, X 


 Cuph. Here I loveto entertain my 


cup 
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cup of Wine, a diſh of Fruit and a is Genius 
: Manchet: The reſt they make up A < 
' with free Diſcourſes in Philoſophy. Entertain- 
' And this will prove your greateſt T3515 | 
Entertainment now , Philothews , if ſophical 
© Philopolis, Eniſtor and Hylobares were Bowre. 
come. - 
Sophr. No Entertainment better 
; any-where then a frugal Table, and 
{ free and ingenuous Diſcourſe. But 
T pray you, Cuphophron, who is that 
2 Hylobares ? Is it he who is ſo much 
Zfamed for holding That there is :0- 
2 thing but Body or Matter in the world; 
; That there is ebins Juſt or Vnjuſt in 
: *1ts own nature 3 That all Pleatures 
> are alike honeſt, though it be never 
wo unaccountable a ſatisfattion of ei- 
Ather a man's Cruelty or his Luſt? 
3 Cxph. O no, it is not he. Farl 
| Vos believe I know who you mean, 
| Sew it never was yet my fortune 
Fo be! in his company, and [ leaſt of 
mall delire it now. For he 1s a perſon 
| ery inconverſable, and, as they ſay, 
i an imperious Dictatour of the Prin- 
| ciples of Vice, and impatient of all 
B 3 d1{-. 
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diſpute and cotitradidtion. ' Brat this 
Hylobares is quite of anothet -Genfus 
6 wma, x9 : ole that 1s as reat a 
1oralifs on this fide rigotit (vve- 
rity of life, as he is a Marervalſt, hnd 
of a kind and friendly nature. - 
Bath. That is not incredible: For 
I ſee no reaſon why a Soul that is in- 
fortunately 1mmerſed into this mate- 
rial or corporeall Dj RI. Hay may 
not in the main be as ſolid a 2Joralrſt = 
as a Mathematiciay. For the chick 4 
Points of Morality are no leſs de- } 
monſtrable then Avathematicks 5 nor 7 
is the Subtilty greater in {oral The- © 
orems then in Mathematical | 
Sophr. In ty mind itisa ſigh of a F 
creat deal of natural Integrity and 2 
1bred Nobleneſs of ſpirit, harll 
maupgre the heavineſs of his Coti- F 
plexton that thus nnengy bears dim 4 
down from apprehentling ſo concer-! 
ning Aetaphyſicall Truths, yet he re- 3 
tains fo vivid rcſentments of the more | 
told AMoraly. J 
Phyloth, T hat will redonnd to his 
greater Joy and Happineſs , when-| 
ever] 


Divine Dialogues. 
ever it ſhall pleafe God to recover his 


: Soul iavto a clearer knowledge ofhim- 


| felf. Foreven Moral Honeſty it (elf is 
pou of the Law of God,andan adum- 


ration oftheDivine Hfe.So that When 


' Regeneration has more throughly il- 


not but that he will fall into that pions 
admiration and ſpeech of the ancient 
Patriarch, Yerily God was in this place, 


: and Thnew not of it. Wherefore thoſe 
2 that are the true lovers of God muſt 


7 be friendly and lovingly diſpoſed to- 


7 wards all his Appearances, and bid a 
 * kinde welcome to the firſt dawnings 
| of that Diviner Light. 


Geph. But beſides the goodneſs of 


2 his Diſpoſition, he has a very ſmart 
3 Wit, and Is a very ſhrewd Diſputant 
# in thofe Points himfelf ſeems moſt 


puzzled in, and is therein very dex- 
terous in puzzling others, if they be 


I cor through-paced Speculatours in 
3 thoſe yen Theories. 


Sephr. If he have ſo much Wit ad- 


Y ded to his Sincerity, his caſe is the 


more hopefull. 
Bag Cnph. 


luminated his Underſtanding, I doubt 
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Cuph. What he has of either yau 
will now ſuddenly have the opportu- 
gity to experience your ſelves: for 
I ſee Philopehis and the reſt coming up 
into the Garden. I will meet them, 
and bring them to you. Gentlemen, 

ou are all three welcome at once, 
In moſt of all Philopolis, as being the 
greateſt Stranger. | 

Philop. I pray you, Cuphopbron , is 
philothexs and the reſt of his Compa- 
ny come ? T 


Cuph. That you ſhall x bn, prot 


ſee, when you come to the Arbour. 

Philop. Gentlemen , we are very 
well met. I amafraid we have made 
you ſtay for us. 


Philoth. It was more fitting that we 
ſhould ſtay for Philopolis, then he for 7 


us. But we have been hcre but a #$ 


little while, 


Cyph. A very little while indeed 3 
'bur now opr Company is doubled, ſo % 
little will be twice as little again. I 8 
am very much tranſported to ſee my Y 
little Arbour ſtored with ſuch chvice Þ 
Gueſts, But that mine own Worth- Þ 
leſnefs | 
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2 leſneſs ſpoils the .conceit, I could 
* think our Company parallel to the 
| Seven wiſe men of Greece. 
Hyl. I warrant the Septemary will 
be henceforth much more ſacred to 
Cyphophrog tor this day's Meeting. 
Cuph. The Senary at leaſt. 
| Hyl. You are fotranſparted with 
{rhe pleaſure of the preſcnceof your 
Friends, O Cxphophron, that you for- 
I get to tell them how welcome they 
are. 
2 Cuph, That is ſoon recounted, I 
Ifent 1 into my Arbour juſt before Phi- 
lothews came this diſh 'of F ruit , and 
' this Wine, the beſt, I hope. in all 4- 
'#hens ; and 1begin to Philopolis , and 
| bid you now all welcome at once. 
' 3 Hyl. You was very early in your 
Wroviion, Cuphophroz. 
3 Cwph. I didearly provide for our 
dos that there might be no need 
Tt any body's coming here but our 
Alves. 
Hyl. A large Entertainment; 
3 C#ph. I keep touch both with my 
_ Promiſe to Philopolis and with my 
own 
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own uſual Frugality in theſe kind of 
Collations: And yet, Hylobares, you 
have no cauſe to complarn z you have 
to-gratifre all your five Senſes. Here 
is another Glaſs, taſt this Wine. 
Hyl, It is very good, Caphophron , 
and has an excellent flavour. + 
Cuph. There's to gratifie your Faſt 
then, Hylobares, belides the delicacy 
of theſe ripe Fruit , which recreate - 
alſo- the Noſtrils with their Aroma- 
rick ſent 3 asalſo does the ſweet ſmell 
of the Eplantines and Hony-fuckles 
that cover my Arbour. 2 
Hyl. But what is there to gratifie 
the Touch, Crphophron £ 
Cnupb. Is there any thing more de- _ 
licious to the Touch then the ſoft 
coo! Evenimg-Air , that fans it ſelf 7? 
through the leaves of the Arbour, ? 


and cools our bloud, which youth and 


the ſeafor of the year have over- } 
much heated > | 4 

Hyl. Nothing that I know of : nor # 
any thing more pleaſant to the Sight 7 
then the Faces of fo many ingenuous | 
Friends met together , whoſe Can- $ 
dour } 


Divine Diatogues. 
dont ind Faithfulneſs is confpicuots 
it their very Eyes and Countenances. 
Cuph. Shame take you, Hylobarer , 
. you haveprevented me : It isthe ve- 
' ry Conceit and due Complement I 
* was ready to utter and beſtow upon 
this excellent Company. 
 Ayl. It feems good wits jump, and 
? mine the nimbler of the two. But 
3} what have you togratifie the Ear, 
3 Cnphophron 2 
> Cuph. Do younot hear the plea- 
23 ſint Notes of the Birds both in the 


| Garden and on the Bowre? And if 
_* you think meanly of this Mufick, I 


pray you give us a caſt of your $kill, 
and play us a Leſfon on your Flagel- 


Lo >. aff 
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Hyl.' Upon condition you will 


3 dance to it. 


Sophr. 1 dare fay Philopolss thinks 
us Athenians very merry Souls. 
23 Philo. Mirth and Chearfulneſs , 
3 © Fophroy, are butthe due reward 
: F of Innocency of life z which, if any- 
where, I believe is to be found in 
your manner of hving, who do not 
quit 
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quit the World out,of any Hypocriſie, * 


Sullenneſ7, or Superſtition, but out of ® 


a ſincere love of true Knowledge and .; 
Vertue. But as for the pretty war- ®l 


bling of the Birds, or that greater 


Skill of Hylobares on the Flagellet, I 
muſt take the liberty to profeſs, that © 
it is not that kind of Mulick that will 
=_ my Attention at this time, when , ! 
ſee ſo many able and knowing per- +; 
ſons met together 3 but the purſuance {i 
of ſome inſtructive Argument free- -? 
ly and indifferently managed for the 2 
Ginn ut of the Truth. Nothing 7 
fo mulicall to my ears as this. 2 
Cuph. Nar, I dare fay, toany of 
this Company, Phzlopolis. Mm 
Philop. But I am the more eager, 
becauſe I would not loſe ſo-excel- | 
lent an opportunity of improving | 
my Knowledg. For I never met with # 
the like advantage before , nor am ? 
Itkely again to meet with it, unleſs R 
I mect with the ſame Company. 1 
 Cuph. We are much obliged to | 
you for your good opinion: of us, | 
Philepolis. But you full little _ E 
eaat 3 
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that you muſt be the Beginner of 
2 the Diſcourſe your ſelf. 
. Philop. Why ſo, Cuphophron £ WI. 


| : : Philepolis 
Cuph. For itis an ancient and un- js Chas- 


Falterable Cuſtome of this place, that re's 10 
Zin our Philoſophical Meetings he that \;o54ome 
' pound Argument. Whether this 5; cre 


ether with 


;Cuſtome was begun by our Anceſtors pupoſe of 
Fout of an ambition of ſhewing their //92%" 
Zextemporary ability of ſpeaking up- ' 
Bon any Subjet, or whether out of 
"mere civility to the Stranger, I know 
nor. 

+} Philop. I believe it was the latter, 

I am ſo ſenſible of the advantage 

_ "thereof, and do not onely embrace, 

+ but, if need were, ſhould claim the 
privilege, now I know it; but ſhall 

Yuſe it with that modeſty, as to ex- 
Fcule the choice of my Argument, 


F, 


if it ſhall appear rather a Point of 
Religion then Philoſophy. . For Re- 
#$11g10n is the Intereſt of all, but Phi- 
Molophy of thoſe onely that are at 


Fleiſure and vacant from the affairs of 


IJ the world, | 
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Philoth. Let not that trouble you, * 
Philopolis : Fox, for my pare, I look 
upon the Chriſtian Religion rightly * 
uaderſtaod to be the deepeſt and the 
choiceſt piece of Philolophy thar is. 

Philop. | am glad to hear you fay 
ſo, Philothews;, for then I hope the 
Argument I ſhall pitch upon will not 

ar over-unſuitable. It is tou- 
c the Kingdome of God. 


 Croph. Philopobe hath both gratify'd 2? 
ers raj wc moſt engulbeſy fit= 7 
ted himſelf in the choice of his Ar- 7 

ment, his Genius and Afﬀairs be- # 
ing ſanetedly Political. It myſt be a 7 
very comprehenſive Ax nt, in | 
which Eeligioz, Phileſopby and Policy \. 
doſo plainly conſpire. 'S 

P6zloth. It indeed. But whay 7 
are the Nzere's you would propolg 
touching the Kingdome of God, O \ 
Philopolis ” 

Blob. They are chiefly thele. 7 
Firſt, #hat the Kingdowe of God is. || 
Sccandly, When it began, and where | 
it hes been or is now to be found, 

Thirdly, what Progreſs it hath made | 

hitherto | 


, 14 
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2 Sxcceſs it is likely to have tot 


hitherto in the world. ps , hat 
; End of 
þ all things. 


 Philoth. Theſe are grand Queſti- 
; ons indeed, Philepolis, inſomuch 
: that I am mightily ſurpriſed that ſo 
weighty and profound Qzere's ſhould 
come from a perſan that is ſo conti- 
znuedly taken up with affairs of the 
= World. 
* Cmpb. I dare pawn my life that the 


Znoiſe of the fifth Monarchy , or the 


4late plauſible ſaund of ſciting Jeſus 


7 Chriſt i» his Throwe, did firſt excite 
7 Philepolis to ſearch after theſe My- 


"* ſteries. 


Philotb. I am not ſocunious to en- 


-; quire into the firſt occafions of Phils- 


2 polie his ſearch after theſe things, as 
JF folicitous for what end be now 1o ea- 


j gerly enquires after them. For it 


Ys a great and general exrour in 


da 4 A wont nd LR BELL Y 
Ct IT PASTOR» ne) PEAR FIR 


3 mankind, that they think all their 
XF Acquiſitions are of right for them- 


Jy ches, or Wiſedom, and conceit th 


are no farther obliged then to fortifie 
or. 
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or adorn themſelves with them: Þ 
whenas they are in truth mere De- 7? 
poſiturt's, put into their hands by Pro- * 
vidence for the common good; ſo ? 
that it were better they had them | 
not, then not to uſe chom faithfully * 
and conſcienciouſly to that end : for F 
they bring the greater ſnare upon - | 
their own heads by ſuch acquired A- |} 
 bilities, and make themſelves obnox-. FS 
ious to the greater condemnation, L, 
unleſs they uſe them, .as I ſaid, as % 
the Depoſitum's of God, not to their | 3 
own Pride or Luſt, but to the com- A 
mon good of the Church, of their 
Prince, and of their Country. n 
Philop. T acknowledge that to be. ; 
exceeding true, Philothexs. And next jg 
to thoſe are they obnoxious that || 
craftily decline the acquiſition of any jj 
Power or Knowledge, that they may | 
not run the riſques of Fortune in wit- IK: 
nefling to the Truth, or aſſiſting the ? 
publick Concern : which Hypocriſic | 
 I'being aware of, am fo far from N 
being diſcouraged that my Zeal is | 


the more enkindled after 1m "af 
| _ 


Pivine "Dis pat 


py Prince in'my Genbration, though 
with the in: bf 'allehiar I have;' 
[- nnigrs Which he has once alrendy- 


"bis: Sovereiph; *bulides:the hazard of 


Xafior} of: running'that hazard __ 
® Philoth'O admired Philopolis, you 
Are of'a right faithfall and up ht 
'Fpirit 3 verily I have! not-diſcovered 
More true Vertne and Nobleneſs,: no 
Mot in the moſt ney Phnloſophical 
"Yocieties. | 
; } Philop. Tloveto feel my ſelf of an 
; expreſs and ſettled Judgement and 
© ffection in things of the greateſt 
noment 3 and nothing; 1 think, can 
SÞc of greater then the Affairs of the 
WK ingdome of God, to know who are 
ore properly and peculiarly his 
Feople, that my Heart may be joy- 
Sedwith them, where-ever they are 
W1iſcoverable in the world , un my 


 Fland may relieve them to the ut- 


© Ives 


k 7, 
YU rents? that T may 'the more faith-: 
= and'effeftually ſerve God-and: 


more then hazarded itn the Cauſe of 


| bis lifecinfive orfid{blondy! Bateels. 
# But I hope he will tneyer:have the'igc-- 
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moſt extent of the- ativity of my 
narrow ſphear. For it ſeemsto me | 
both a very ignoble and tedious con- = 
dition, to by blown about with every 
winde.of Doftrine or tranſitory Inte- 
reſt, andnot to ſtick to that wherein 
a man's loſs proveth his greateſt gain, 
and Death « ſelf a tranſlation into 
eternal Life and glory. 
Iv. Hyl. This were anexcellent Fem- | . 
pA evpoſal per in Ph:lopolis indeed , to be thus | 
of dQue reſolved, if be were ſare not to fall * 
r-5;,#/2 ſhortinhis account. 
Exiſtence 8 opbr. But ſuppoſe be was not © 
of God, ſure, ſeeing he ventures ſo little for , 
Providence 10 great a ſtake,I think his Temper is. 
till very ſingularly 2pm and | 
commendable. 

Philoth, But what needs 2ny ſuch] 
ſuppoſition, O Sophron © for as ſure! 
as there is a God and a Providence, 
fuch a ſingle-minded ſoul as Philopoki) 
will after this life prove a moo 
Citizen of Heaven, 

Hyl. I am fully of vour opinion, 0: 
Philothens , that Philopolis his future 


Happineſs i is as ſure as the Exiſtend | 


| 
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23 of God and Divine Providence. But 

| the aſſurance of theſe has hitherto 
” ſeemed to me very uncertain andob- 
>ſcure ; whence, according to right 
- Method, we ſhonld clear that Point 


4 £5 


*firſt. For there can be no Kingdome 
pf God, if God himſelf be not, or if 
his Providence reach not to the Go- 
Frernment of the Univerſe, but things 

:Þc left to blinde Chance or Fate. 
2 Philop. For my part, Gentlemen, 
, =J could never yet call ſuch Truths in- 
$0 doubt, thougi#Ky{obares has divers 
t Wimes —— to'diſſettle me at my 
r: *Honle near the other Athens, where 
 Jometimes he gives me the honour of 
23 Viimt. But all his Reaſonings have 
\Zeemed to me Sophiſtical Knots or 
bricks of erdemain, which 
Fbough they might a little amuſe 
> ne , Fyet they could not move me at 
L131! from my ſettled Faith in God and 

wEÞis Providence. 

2 Philoth.So great a firmitude is there 
0IÞ Life againſt all the ſubtle attaques 
3Þf ſhifting Reaſon. This farther con- 
Tms me m an Obſervation I have 
G2 made 


= So 
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made along time ago, That there is « 
kind of SandGity of, Soul and Body that 
is of more efficacy ' for the receiving © 
or retaining of Divine Truths , then 
the greateſt pretences to Diſcurſive De- 
monſtration. © * 
 Philop. But though I want nothing = 
to confirm me in theſe Points, yetif _ 
Philotheus could convince Hylobares 
of the truth of them, and beat him #$ 
at. his own weapon, it would'be to 
me a pleaſant ſpeCtacle z- provided he. 'F 
come to my propoſed Theme at the Z 
Oo Fertil | 
Philoth. It is a great wonder to me i. 
that a perſon ſo ingenious as Hyloba- 7 


; res, and ſo much converſant in Phi- | B 


loſophy, ſhould at all doubt of the - 
Exiſtence of the Deity ,3 any more 
then he does of Philopolis: his Exi- | 


2 


audibly or 1ntelligibly converſe with | 
him as God doth with a Philoſopher | 
in the ordinary Phenomena of Nature. 3 
For tcl] me,O Hylobares,whether if ſo Þ 
brief a Treatiſe as that of Archime- i 
des de Sphera & Cylindro had been 
found 


(a 


| 
l 
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$ found by chance; with the delinea- 
tions of all the Figures ſutable for the 
. deſign, and ſhort Characters (ſuch as 
- they now uſe in fpecions Arithmetick 
2 and Aleebra ) for the ſetting down of 
> the Demonſtrations of the orderly- 
+diſpoſed Propoſitions, could you or 
zany elſe imagine that the delineating. 
Zand fitting theſe things together was 
Zby Chance, and not from a knowing 
Zand deſigning Principle, I mean from 
Za power Intellectual ? 
3 Hyl. I muſt confeſs I think it in-a 
Znanner impoſlible that' any one that 
underſtood the purpoſe of thoſe Fi- 
—gures and the Nx. Demonſtrati- 
pns ſhould doubt but that the Deſcri- 
tion of them was by ſome intelligent : 
Being. _ 
3 ?Ph:loth. But why do you think fo, 
8) lobares © 
= Hyl. Becauſe it isthe property of 
Zghat which is Intelligent to lay ſe- 
Feral things together orderly and ad- 
 Fantageouſly for a propoſed Deſign. 
IV hich 1s done ſo conſtantly and re- 
eatedly in that Treatiſe , and ſo me- 
C3 thadt- - 
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thodically , that it is impoſlible to | 
doubt bur that it is the effe& of ſome 
IntelleQtual Agent. 
Philoth, Wherefore where-ever we 
finde frequent and repeated Indicati- | 
ons of purſuing skilfully a Deſign , * 
we muſt acknowledge fome Intelli- | 
gent Being the cauſe thereof. 3 
Hyl. We muſt ſo. 3 
Philoth. Bur what a ſmall} Scroll 3 
and how few Inftances of purging a# 
Deſign is there in that Treatife of 
Archimedes, in compariſon of the 
whole Volume of Nature, wherein, 
as in Archimedes eve ry leading De-% 
monftration to the main upſhot of all 7 
(which is the Proportion betwixt}# 
'the Sphear and Cylinder) isa pledge 
of the Wit and Reaſonof that Ma: 
thematician, ſo the ſeveral ſabord:-| 
nate Natures in the world ( whichi 
are in a manner infinite ) bear. con-! 
ſpicuoully in them a Delign for the 
= beſt, -and therefore are a clond of} 
c oo Witneſles that there is a Divine and? 
1/rets of Intellectual Principle under all2 WF 
_ #4 Hyl. This is better underſtood by 
Inſtances, Piilothens. Phi: 
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 Philoth. Ttis, AndTwillinſtgacein 
: | the meaneſt firſt, I mean in the moſt 
: looſe and general ſtrokes of the Skill 
; * of thatgreat Geometrician, as Plu- 
2 tarch ſome-where calls the Deity. As 
*” in the nature of Gravity, which preci- 
; ” pitates thick terreſtrial parts down- 
2 ward through bath Air and Water, 
2 without which power no Beaſts nor 
3 Fowls could liveupon the Earth or 
$in the Air, dirt and filth would foflow 
FHinto their mouths and ſtop thgr 
Wbreath z nor could Fiſhes ſubfiſt in 
ZFthe Water, 2. In that ſtrong tug 
againſt over-much baring the ſub- 
'Atileſt Matter in theſe lower Regi- 
t ;Fons, that thinner Element being 
e Waiſ roportionated to the Lungs of 
.Meither Birds or Beaſts; as is to be 
-Wmore fully underftoad in thoſe ex- 
cellent Experiments of the Air- 
-Fpump. 3. In the Paralleliſm and 
che due-proportionated Inclination 
x Þf the Axis of the Earth, and the 
d Þ-atitude of the Moon from the AX- 
ZZquator. 
Hyl. I cannot deny but that theſe 
C4 Jays 
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Laws Fg better then if things had 


been Otherwile.:-: 

'.Philoth. 4. The contrivance of the 

Earth into Hills aud Springs., and Ri- 

vers, into Quarries of Stone and'Me- 

tall : is not all this for the beſt ? 
Hyl. 1 conceive it 1s. of 
Philath. And what think you of | 


Land and Sea, whenas all might 


have been a Quagmire ? 

Hyl. That alſo 1s for the beſt. For 
on 1t depends the pleaſure and pro- | 
tit of Navigation, / Beſides that. the 
Sca is the fountain of Moiſture that | 
adminiſters to the Springs under- i 
neath, as the Springs ſupply. « the Ri- 
Vcrs above-ground, and ſo imitate 
the Circulation of the Bloug in man's 
Body. : 

Plioth. Caſt your eye alſo upon 
the varicty of Herbs and Trees, 
their Beauty, their Virtue and ma- | 
mtfold Uſefulneſle:, the contrivance 
of their Seed for propagation z and | 
conſider if all be not for the beſt. 

Hyl. It would require an Age to 
purſue: theſe things. - 

» Philoth. 


2 
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.  Philoth. Wellthen, let us for bre- 
vity lake tonfider onely the ſeverall 
kigds ob Animals : which, beſide the 
Uſefulneſs of ſome of them eſpecial- 


ly and>more appropriately to man- 
find, { as the Dog and the Horſe for 


1 Services , and Oxen and Sheep | for 


his F ood) their external Shapes are 
notorioully accommodated to that 
Law or guiſc of life that Nature has 
deſigned them; as in general 'the 
Birds for flying, the Fiſh for ſwim- 
ming, and gþe Beaſts for:running on 
the ground; the external frame and 
covering of their Bodies are exqui- 
fitely fitted for theſe 'purpoles. ' Be- 

{1 los what allo is very general , that - 
contrivance of Male and Female for 
Propagation, and that' notable ditie- 
rence of Fiſhes and Birds being ovi- 
parous, that there gzight be the more 
tull ſupply for ti great Havock 
that would he neceflarily made upon 
thoſe kind of Creatures by their de- 
vouring enemies. To theſe you. may 
add the inſtin& of Birds in building 
their Neſts and fitting on their Eggs 3 


the 
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the due number and poſition of the | 
Organs of Senſeand pecuhar Arma- ! 


tures of Creatures, with the inſtint | 


of uſing them : . That thoſe Fowls % 


that frequent the Waters, and onely 7 
wade, have as well long Legs as long 7 
Necks; and thoſe that are made for 
ſwimming have Feet like Oars: and 


that no Birds have Paps, as Beaſts | 


| have. All which things, and infinite | 


more, do plainly argue the accuracy *' 
of Deſign in their framing. 

Hyl. Things are, I muſt confeſs, | 
as 5 they were plainly deligned to | 


be ſo. 


Philoth. But to put an end to theſe | 


Inſtances, which, as you ſaid, a whole | 


Age would not ſuffice to enumerate; | 
the inward Anatomie and uſe of | 
Parts in many thouſand kinds of A+ 
nimals is as ſure_a demonſtration of | 
a very-curiouſly@ontrived Deſign in 


each of theſe Animals Bodies, as the 
ſeverall Figures and Demonſtrations 
in the above-named Book of Archi- 
medes are of the Writer's purpoſe of 
concluding the TI rnth of each Pro- 

poſitian 
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poſtion to which they appertain. 
That in Man's Body is notorious. 
The fabrick of the Eye, its ſafe and 
uſefull firuation, the ſuperaddition of 
Muſcles, and the admirable contri- 
vance of the Fleſh of the whole Bo- 
dy in a manner into that nſefull Orga- 
nizationz thoſe of the Larynx for 
Speech and Singing 3 the 1nduſtrions 
perforation of the Tendons of the 
ſecond Joints both of Fingers: and 
Toes, and the drawing of the Ten- 
dons of the third Joints through 


them 3 the Ventricles of the Heart - 


and their Yakhowle, as allo the YValunle 
of the Veins; the fabrick of theſe, 
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and the apparently-deſigned Uſe of | 


them, and of a thouſand more, not 


onely in Man, but analogically in the. 


reſt of Animals, are as certain a 


pledge of the Exiſtence of a God, 


as any Voice or Writing that contains 
ſuch Specimens of Reaſon as are in 
Archimedes his T reatiſe are an Argu- 
ment of the exiſtence of ſome man 
or Angel that muſt be thg Authour of 
them. - | 

T Hyl. 
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Hyl. The weight of Reaſon and 
the vehemence of Philothexs his Zeal 
| does for the preſent bear me dawn 
Into this belief whether Iwill or no. 
For I eaſily feel the farce of his ar- 
guing from thele few Hints , having 
peruſed the lateſt Treatiſes of this 
SubjeR, and being ſufficiently verſed 
. 1n Anatomicall Hiſtory z which, I 
mult confeſs, urges upon me , more 
_ effectually then any thing, the Exi- 
{tence of God. 
. Philoth. Which belief , methinks , 
you ſhould never be able to ſtagger 
1n, if you conſider that in theſe 1n- # 
finite kinds of living Creatures, none #* 
of them are made fooliſhly or inept- | 
| ly, no not ſo much as thoſe that are | 
gendered of Putrefaction. So that 
you have infinite examples of a ſted- 
_ dy and peremptory acting accordin 
to Skill and Deſign, and abundant af 
{urance that theſe things cannot come 
; hn to pals by the fortuitous Jumbling of 
© ſary Caiſi- the parts of the Matter. 
; me 'Hyl. No, Philothens, they cannot. 
© #7 cas c/o But though they be not the reſults 
4 2 In of | 


# atthe Baſes will receſ/arily be double 
2 to that of the-Yertex. And this will 
{ be the neceſlary Property of this? 
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of ſuch Fortuitous cauſes, why may © om = 
they not be the effects of Neceflary 7,aly - 
7 ones, I mean, of the neceſſary Me- /t#5in Na- 
#Z chanicall Law of the Motion of Mat- ho as the. 
2 ter? Asa Line proportionally cut, if 7uniis 
3 the greater. Segment ſubtends an 1/o- '%"* 


ſceles whole Crura each of them are c- 


ual to the whole Line, each Angle 


Triangle. 
Philoth. But what does this prove, 


| Whenas there 1s 'no neceſlity in the 


matter that any Line ſhould be ſo 
cut, or, if it were, that any two 
Lines of equal length with the whole 
ſhould clap in with the greater Seg- 
ment to make ſuch a Triangle, much 


| leſstoinſcribe a Quinquangle into a 


Circle, or that the motion of the 
matter ſhould frame an exa@& Tcoſat- 
drum or Dodecaedrum, whole fabrick 
much: depends on this proportional 
{ection of a Line, as you may fee in 
Exclide? And yet there is a more mul- 
tifarious Artifice in the ſtruqure ve 
the 
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the meaneſt Animal. I tell thee, Hy- 
lobares , there is nothing neceſlarily 
in Matter that looks like an Intelle- 
cual Contrivance., For why ſhould 
blind Neceſſity doe more in this kind 
then Guchuating Chance? or what can 
> _ motion of blind Neceſitty but * 

ory and perpetual Fluftuati- # 
any ? > No, the os and immata- Þ 


ble property of ſuch a Triangle as ; 


thou haſt delcribed, with ſuch a Baſis ! 
and ſuch Crura, is in thy own Mmde | 
or latelle&, which cannot but con- 
ceive every Triangle ſo made to 
have ſuch a "0g js of Angles, be- 
cauſe thy Minde is the mige of the | 
eternall and immutable Intelledt of 3 
God. Butthe matter is lubxicous and | 
fluid,” and has no fuch intelleQual and © 


immutable Laws init at all ; but is to 


| be guided and. governed by that | 
which' is IatelleQual. 7 

Hyl. 1rmean as Cartefins means angt : 
 pProfeſles, that the Mechanicall De- 

duchon of Cauſes in the explication 
| of the Phemomena of the world is as 
_ cloſe andneceſlary as Mathematicall 
Sequels.  Philoth. 
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Philoth. Nay, I adde farther, that. 
he conceives his own Mechanicall 
Deductions to be ſuch. And I muſt 
confeſs I think they are as much ſuch 


s as any will bez and fo excellent a 


Z Writ falling ſopalpably, makes me 
* abundantly confident, that the pre- 
2 tence of ſalving the Phenomena by 
3 mere Mechanical! Principles is a de- 
3 gn that will never prove ſucceſs- 

S Gill. 

Hyl. Why ? where does Carteſſws ,, VM. 


fail, O Philothens 8 45 10 Phx- 
Philoth. Nay , rather tell me , O nomenon 
in Nature 


Hylobares, where he does not 3 or ra- ,,vy ne. 
$ ther inſtance in any one Phenomenon chancall. 
that is purely Mechanicall. Th 

5 +HyL The Earth's. beingcarried a- 

2 bout in this our Yortex round the Sun, 
 Philoth, That is very judicioufly 
pitched upon, if the Deferent of the 

Earth, I mean the Yortex, were the 


Z reſult of mere Mechanicall Principles. 

Hyl. Why? is it not? what can 
Mechanicall motion doe, if not pro- 
duce that ſimple Phenomenon of Li- 
quidity ? 


Philoth, 
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Philoth. The matter: of the Vortex 
15 not ſimple enough, not to need:the 
afliſtence of an higher Principle to 
keepitin that confiſtence it is. 

 Hyl. Why ſo, "Philothens 2 

Philoth. Becauſe Diſunity isthe na- | 
tural property of Matter , which of 5 
it ſelf 1s nothing elſe but an infinite 
Congeries of Phyſicall Monads. | 

Hyl. 1 Wb you, Philothens. 
And indeed there 1s nothing ſo -un- | 
conceivable to me as the holding to- | 
gether of the parts of Matter 3 which 
has ſo confounded me when I have 
more {erioutly thought upon it, that I 
have been prone to conclude with my 
ſelf, that the Gimmers of the World | 
hold together not ſo much by Geome- | 
try as ſome natural Aagick, if I knew | 
what it was. 


+ Phaloth. You may do 1n due time. | 
Butinthe mean while it 1s worth our | 


noting, * that there is another great 
Haw: in this moſt hopefull Inſtance 
you produce: of pure Mechaniſm, 

or. the Earth never got into this Or- 


bit itis now moved in by virtue of 
_ thoſe 
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thoſe Mechanicall Laws Carteſiuv des': Ke 
ſcribes, nor is ſtill detained vn m_ 
them. 1 
Hyl. Why not? by 
* Philoth. Forif the Earth had book: 3 
2 bandied out of one Yortex- into. ano. —— +» 
Z ther, as is ſuppoſed, all that: looſer: 
Z and lighter matter -that hung about 
= it had —_ {tript from it long before 
Z it came bicher: (as if a. man ſhould 
8 fling out of his hand Feathers, Chaffe 
and a Bullet together, the: ſolidity of 
the Bullet will carry: it fromthe 
Chaffe and Feathers, and leave them 
| behinde) and 'fo the Matter of the 
third Region of the Earth had been 
loſt, whereby it had become utterly 
unhabitable. 

Hyl. I never thought of this be-. 
fore. 
* Philoth. And then the deſcending That there 
EZ of the Earth to this Orbit is not up; /7"2 £w 
| on that Mechanicall account Carteſh IM Gravitati. © 
| - pretends, namely the ſtrong (wing of we 
the more ſolid Globuli, that overtiow , the wt 
it. Forif there were ſuch an actual ge El | 

tug of the Globuli of the Vortex from 77" 


their pro- 


D the per places, 
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| whece "ti8 the! Centre toward the Circumſe- 
| pate it rence, the Prefdure would be. intole- 
| motion is rable, and they would even maſh 
3 DT fm themſelves ind all things elſe a- 
| drummer FRnone. | 

|. Prﬀciple, . Hyl. TI am again ſurpriſed, Philo- 
| thews, but I muſt ingenueully confels, 
I think ſo.'' 

Phzloth. But there being no ſuch 
hard 'Preſlure, no Levitation or Gra- 
vation (as isalſo manifelt inthe E- 

 Jements' vulgarly ſo called) is locis 
propriis, is it not a manifeſt Argument 

. that all is not. carried according ta 
Mechanicall Necellity, but that there 
s a Principle that has a Tygopecrion 
for: the beſt, that rules all ?. 


Hyl. It is very manifeſt, m that J 
neither the Celeſtial matter of the | 


Vortices nor the Air nor Water are 


preſitant in their proper places,that | 


Itiis for the beſt. Elſe how could any 


creatures livein the Air or Water? | 


the weight of theſe Elements would 
preſs them to death, ' 
Philoth. Muſt not then ſome divi- 


ner Principle be atthe\ bottom, that. 


thus 


s x 
Mo 
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thus cancells the Mechanicall Laws 
for the common good ? 

Hyl. Tt ſhould ſeem ſo; and that 
the motion of Matter is not guided 
by Matter, but by ſomething elle. 

Philoth. That ſeems very evident 
from light things that riſe up in- wa- 
ter. As for example ina _ Bucket 


3 of water, where we will ſuppoſe a 


thin round Board forced to the bot- 
tom, of almoſt the ſame widene(s 
that the Bucket is: the water of the 
Bucket we will ſuppoſe ſo heavy,that 
{ſcarce two men ſhall be able to bear 
It. Now tell me, Hylobares, how this 
thin Board does get to the top, ſo 
maſſe a weight lying on it. The 
whole water that lies upon it does 
actually preſs downward, and there- 
fore rather preſles it down,then helps 
it up. 

Fil. It may be the weight of the 
water gets by the ſides under it, and 
{o bears it up by its own — 

Philoth. That is ingemoully at- 
tempted, Hylobares. But you muſt 
conſider that the water that lies upon 
D 2 the 
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the Board to preſs it down 1s, it ma 
be, forty times more then that which 
you conceive to preſs betwixt the 
rim of the round Board and the 
Velſlel. > 
Hyl. 1 am convinced that the ri- 
ſing of the round Board 1s not Me- 7 
chanicall. But I pray you deal freely 2 
with me, Philothews, for I perceive #® 
ou are cunninger then I in that Phi- ? 
oſophy 3 has Des-Cartes truly ſolved 
no Phanomenon in Nature mechani- 


2 
Oe 
” 


' cally ? 


Philoth. He thinks he has ſolved all 
mechanically he treats of. But, to 
deal freely, I finde none of his Solu- 
tions will hold by mere Mechanicks : 
not his formation of Suns , Stars nor 
Planets ; not the Generation nor Mo- 
tion of the Magnetick particles ; not 
his Hypotheſis of the Flux and Re- 
flux of the Seaz not the figure and 
colours of the Rainbawz not the 
Winds, nor Clouds, nor Rain, nor 
Thunder : neither of theſe, nor of 

_ any other Phenomena, has he given 
fullicien Mechanical] cauſes. Nay, q 
W1 
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will adde at once, That that ſimpleſt 


the Matter of the Univerſe was firſt 


8 caſt into ſmall parts equal mn motion 47: 
Z and magnitude, and that hence the 


Suns or Stars and Yortices aroſe in 
the diſtinftion of the Matter (by the 
mutual fridging of thoſe Particles one 
againſt another) into the firſt and 


2 ſecond Element, I will adde, I ſay, 


That this firſt Original of things 1s 
molt groſly repugnant to the actual 
proportion of theſe Elements one to 
another. . For from this Mechanicall 


Z way, ſo ſtated as he has declared, 1t 
| will follow that the Sun overflows 


the Orbit of Saturn no leſs then ten 
millions four hundred eighty four 
thouſand Semidiameters of the Earth: 
which one would think were inti- 


| mation ſufficient to give us tounder- 


ſtand, that the Primordialls of the 
World are ngt Mechanicall, but Sper- 


 maticall or Vital > not made by rub- 


bing and filing and turning and ſha- 


| ving, as in a Turner's or Blackſ{mith's 
Shop, but from ſome univerſal Prin- 


W323 | - 
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ciple of inward Life and Motion 
containing in.it the ſeminal forms of 


' allthings, which therefore the Plato- 


miſts and Pythagoreans call the great 
abs a meguarirus of the World. 

Hyl. This is admirable:and it would 
be a great pleaſure to me to ſee theſe 
things made out by Reaſon, that I 
might the more clearly underſtand 
how much that great Wit has fallen 
ſhort in his account. 

Philop. I prithee, dear Hylobares, 
deny thy ſelf that pleaſure at this 
time : for I fear all the time of my 
abode here in the Town will not ſut- 
tice for ſuch a Task. 

Philoth. It would, I muſt confeſs, | 
be ſomething too copious a digreſ- | 
lion. FJ 

Cuyph. And the more needleſs,for- | 
aſmuch as it cannot be deny'd but | 
that Des-Cartes's Deductions are not 


always ſo mathematically or mecha- 


nically certain as he took them to be. 
But however, though he fails in his 
attempt, yet the Mechanicall Philoſo- 


p43 may ſtand firm ſtill. It is not the 
Errour 
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errour of the Art, butof the Artiſt. 
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Philoth. But it is aſhrewd preſum- 


ption, O 'Cxphophron, that when fo 
tranſcendent a Wit as Des-Cartes. and 
ſo peculiarly Mechanicall, fails ſo 
palpably even in the general ſtrokes 
of Nature, of giving any ſuch neceſ- 
ſary Mechanical! Reaſons of her Phe- 
romend, it is too palpable a prefum- 
ption, I ſay, that the pretence it ſelf 
is raſh and frivolous, and that it is not 
the true and genuine mode of Philo- 
ſophizing. 

Philop. What Philothens ſays ſeems 
to me infinitely credible, though I 
be no pretender to Philoſophy. 

Philoth. But if we produce even a- 
mong the more general Phegnomenaof 
Nature ſuch Inſtances as plainly 
thwart the acknowledged Laws of 
Mechamicks, let Cxphophron tell me 


XI. 
Iaſtaaces 


ſome Cpl | 
Phznome- © 
na qute 
contrary to 
the Laws 


then what will become of his pure # Mecha- 


E and univerſal Mechaniſm he pretends 


to run through the whole frame of 
the World. 


mcks. 


Cuph. I will tell you, when you 


have produced them. 
D 4 Philoth. 
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Philoth. But tell me firſt whether 
you do not firmly believe the motion 


of, the Earth Anal and Diurnal. 


Cuph. 1 do, and every one elle I 


think that has any skill in Philoſo- 


phie. 
Philoth. Why then you muſt nece(- 


(arily hold a "is © Mdhevealt | 
matter running round the Sun, which | 


carries the Earth about with it. 
Cuph. I muſt. . 
Philoth. And being ſo great a Me- | 
co as you are, T hat the Particles | 


| that have ſwallowed down the Earth | 
thus far into our Yortex, that even | 


thoſe that are near the Earth, ſo ma- 
ny of them as anſwer to the magni- 
tude of the Earth, are at leaſt as ſo- 
11d as it. 

Cuph. They areſo. 

Philoth. And that therefore hoy 
move from the . Centre. with a very 
ſtrong effort. 

Cuph. They doo. : 

Philoth. Ando do the Yortices that | 


bear _y our Vortex. 


No queſtion, or elſe our Yor- | 
_ bex 


Bag up 
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| tex would over-run them, and carry 
them away with it ſelf. 

Philoth. Do you or any elle either 
here or under the Line at mid-day or 
mid-night feel any ſuch mighty Þref- 
{ure as this Hypotheſis inferrs ? 

Cuph. I belleve, not. 
: Philoth. T here is one thruſt at your 
Z purepretended Mechaniſm. 
 Cnph. Well, atit againz I will ſee if I 
can lieat acloſer Ward. | 

Philoth. The Phenomenon of Gra- 
vity, 1s it not perfely repugnant to 
that known mechanicall Principle, 
That what is moved will continue its | 
motion in a right line, if nothing hin- 
der? whence it will follow that a 
- Bullet flung up into the Air muſt ne- 
ver return back to the Earth, it be- 
ing in ſo rapid a motion with that of. 
the Earth's. OS 

Cxph.l underſtand what you mean; 
*S you thruſt at the AMecharzcall Philo- 
3 lſophy before,you have now ſhot atit. 
Philoth. T and hit the mark too, I 
trow.: ſo that it is needleſs to adde 
that of the great weight hanging * 

| tne 
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the Sucker of the Air-pump , and 
drawn up thereby beyond all the 
accounts of Mechanick Philoſophy, 
\ with other things of the like nature. | 
Hyl. I expected theſe Inſtances of | 
Philothens, and underſtand the force | 
*Dr.More's of them throughly out of a late * Au- | 
Auzia', thour, and muſt ingenuoutly confeſs | 
ee | that they ſeem to me ſuch as contain 
vb.z.0. little leſs then a Demonſtration, that 
1213+ all things in Nature are not carried on | 
by Principles merely Mechanicall, #þ 
Cuph. If they be ſo good, I pray *! 
you let us hear ſome more of them, | 
Philotheus. 
Philoth. When I have heard your | 
anſwer to theſe. | 
Cuph.My anſwer is, OPhilotheas,that | 
that Inſtances ſeem for the preſent 
demonſtrative and unanſwerable ; ſo 
far Hylobares and I concurr. ButT | 
hope may without offence profeſs 
that I think the cauſe of the Mecha- | 
nick Philoſophy is not therefore | 
quite deſperate, but that when our 
ahve and ſearching Wits have made | 
farther Enquirie into things,they my 
c 
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finde out the pure Mechanicall cau- 


ſes of that puzzling Phenomenoze of 


Gravity. 
Philoth. I but Hylobares may take 


| notice, that the Authour he mentions 


does not onely confute the falſe So- 
lutions of that Phenomenor , but de- 
monſtrates all Mechanicall Solutions 
of it impoſible, 1t being ſo manifeſt- 
ly repugnant to the confeſſed Laws 


| of Mechanicks. 


Hyl. It is very true. 

Cuph. That may ſeem a Demonſtra- 
tion for the preſent, which to poſtert- 
ty will appear a mereSophiſticalKnot, 
and they will eaſily fee to looſe it. 

Bath. I believe by the help of ſome 
new-improved Microſcopes. 

Philop. Nay but in good earneſt, 
O Cnphophron, (if you will excuſe 
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XII. 
The foud 
and radaſ= 


my freedome of ſpeech) ( hough I creet bay= 


have not that competency of judge- 


k ering after 


the impoſ- 


ment in Philoſophical rbatters, yet I jive precec 
cannot but deem you an over-partial /-"s of 


Mechanift, that are ſo devoted to the 


ſolving all 
Phznome- 


Cauſe.as not to believe Demonſtrati- nz Mecha- 


onagainſt it tillMechanicks be farther 


mca ly,f (te, 
- ly and juſtly 
impr oved perſtringed, 


44 


Prov. 27. 
19. 


Divine Dialogues. 
improved by poſterity. It is as if 


one would not believe the firſt Book 
of Euclide till he had read him all o- 
ver,and all other Mathematicall Wri- 


ters beſides. For this Phenomenon of | 
Gravity is one of the ſimpleſt that is, | 
as the firſt Book of Exclide one of the | 
ealieſt. Not toadde what a blemiſh |} 
it is to a perſon otherwiſe ſo moral Z 
and vertuous, to ſeem to have a #| 
greater zeal for the oſtentation of the } 
Mechanicall wit of »:ex, then for the | 
manifeſtation of the /iſedome of God | 


in Nature. 


Sopbr. Excellently well ſpoken, O 
Philopolis. As in water face anſwers to | 


face, ſo the heart of man to man. You 


have ſpoken according to the moſt | 


inward ſenſe and touch of my very 
Soul concerning this matter. For I 


have very much wondred at the de- | 
votedneſs of ſome mens ſpirits to the | 
pretence of pure Mechaniſm in the | 
folving of the Phenomena of the Uni- |} 
verſe, who yet otherwiſe have not | 
been of leſs Pretenſions to Piety and 


Vertue. Of which Mechanick pro- 
_ nity 
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nity I do not ſee any good tendency at 
all. For it looks more like an itch of 
magnifying their own or other mens 
$ wit, then. any deſire of glorifying 
3 God in his wiſe and benign Contr1- 
& vances in the works of Nature, and 
$ cuts off the moſt powerfull and moſt 
7 popular Arguments for the Exiſtence 
4 of a Deity, if the rude career of agi- 
4 tated Matter would at laſt neceſlarily 
& fall into ſuch a Strucure of things. 
2 Indeed if ſuch a Mechanicall Neceſ- 
$ ſity inthe nature of Matter were re- 
Z ally diſcoverable, there were no help 
forit: And the Almighty ſeeks no 
honour from any Man's Lie. But their 
attempts being ſo fruſtraneous, and 
the Demonſtrations to the contrary 
8 ſo perſpientous, it is a marvell to me, 
that any men that are vertuouſly and 
plouſly diſpoſed ſhould be ſo partial- 
ly and zealoutly affected in a Cauſe 
that has neither Truth nor any ho- 
neſt Uſefulneſs 1n it. | 

Cuph. O Sophron, Sophron,full little 
do you conſider what a wonderfull 
pleaſure it isto ſee the plain Mecha- 
| :- | | nicall 
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nical] ſequels of Cauſes in the explr 
cation of the Phenomene of the 
World as neceſlarily and cloſely co- 


herent as Mathematicall Demonſtra- | 


tion it ſelf. 

Sophr. Certainly, O Caphophror, 
you are much tranſported with the 
imagination of ſuch fine Spectacles, 


that your mere defire ſhould thus | 
confidently preſent them to you be- } 
| fore they are. But for my part, I | 

os 


conceive there 1s far more p 
in clearly and demonſtratively dif- 
covering that they are not, then 
there would be if it were diſcover- 
able that they are. And that way of 
Philoſaphizing that preſſes the Final 


caule, the mu dvw apxlw, as Ariſtotle | 


calls it, ſeems to me tar more pleafing 
and delicious then this haughty pre- 
tence of diſcovering that the Frame 


of the World owes nothing to the | 


Wiledome of God. 


Bath. All things muſt out, O &0- | 


phron, in the promiſcuous ferments 
and cbulliencies of the ſpirits of men 
inthis Age,that thatWiſedome which 

is 


\ 
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is the genuine fruit or flower of the 
Divine Life may in ſucceſſion of time 
triumph over the moſt ſtrutting at- 
tempts or performances of the high- 
elt natural Wits. 
_ . Cxph.What wiſedome is that which 
Hows out of the Divine Life,Q Bathy- 
WOT £ 

Bath. That which leads to itz 
which the Mechanicall Philoſophy 
does not, but rather leads from God, 
or obſtruCcts the way to him, by pre- 
ſcinding all pretence of finding his 
Footſteps inthe warks of the Cre- 
ation, excluding the Final caxſe of 
things, and making us believe that 


Y all comes to paſs by a blinde, but ne-_ 
8 ceſlary, Jumble of the Matter. 


Cuph. Well, be the future Fate of 
things what it will, I doubt not but 
Carteſins will be admired to all poſte- 
rity. ON” 
| :okUndennettly: O Cnphophron 3 
for he will appear to men a perſon 
of the molt eminent wzt and foly that 
ever yet trode the ſtage of this 
Earth. 


Cuph. 
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Cuph. Why of wit and folly, Ba- 
thynous £ 
Bath. Of wit, "i the COTE" 
nary handſome ſemblance he makes 
of deducing all the Phemomena he has 


handled, neceſſarily and Mechanical- 
ly, and for hitting on the more im- 


_ mediate material Cauſes of things to 


a very - probability. 

Cxph. T his at leaſt is true, Bathy- 
ous. But why of folly ? 

Bath. Becta he 1s ſo credulous, 
as not anely to believe that he has ne- 
ceſlarily and purely Mechanically 
ſolved all the Phenomena he has 
treated of in his Philoſophy and Me- 
teors, but alſo that all things elſe may 
be ſo ſolved, the Bodies of Plants 
and Animals not excepted. 

Cuph. Poſterity will be beſt able to 
judge of that. 

Philop. Cuphophron | is very conſtant-| 


ly zealous in the behalf of the Me- 


chanick Philoſophy, though with the| 
hazard of loſing thoſe more notable} 
Arguments deducible from the 'Phe- 
220mena of Nature for the Peng 
the 
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the Exiſtence ofa God:And yet I dare 
ſay he is far from being in the leaſt 
meaſure ſmutted With the ſoil of A- 
theiſm. La 
Cxph. I hope ſo. | 
Philop. Wherefore, O Cuphophroy, XI. 
let me beg the liberty of asking you Fog” | 
what other inducements you have to God argued - 
believe there is a God. Isit the Au- # — 3 
thority of the Catholick Church ? or wnatjow, 
what 1s 1t ? om _ E 
Cuph. | have a very venerable re- p,juczes, - 
ſpe& for the Church, O Phzlopolis , from bis 
which makes me the more ſorry 39% 
when I coofider how much they have fron bis 
wronged or defaced their Autho- 19: 
rity in obtruding things palpably im- 
pollible, and moſt wretchedly blaſ- 
phemous, with equal aſſurance and 
{ ſeverity as they do the belief of 4 
God. 
Exiſt, I conceive Cuphophroz re- 
gs fledts upon their barbarous butche- 
ring of men for theff denying the At- 
ticle of Tranſubſtartiation. 
Cuph. It may be ſv. Who can be- 
lieve men upon their qwn Authority 
"= that 


Nature, and ® 
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that are once deprehended in ſo grols 
and impious an Impoſture ? 

Eniſt. But thele are not the 
Church Catholick, but onely a ſome- 
thing-more-numerousFaction of men. 
But not onely theſe, but the whole 
Church, and indeed all Nations, be- 
lieve that there is a God. 

Cuph. Indeed Twlly ſays, Nulla gens 


tam barbara, &Cc. 


Exiſt, It is conſent of Nations 


therefore , O Cuphophroz , that you 
chiefly eſtabliſh your belief of a De- 


ity Upon. 
Cuph. That is a plauſible Argu- 


ment, Eniſtor. = 
Euiſt. But the Hiſtory of Miracles | 


and ph qe with their Comple- FF 


tion, a far greater. 
Cuph. T hey are very ſtrong Argu- | 
ments that there are 7nviſible Powers | 
that (uperintend the affairs of man- | 
kind, that have a greater Virtue and | 
comprehenſion of Knowledge then | 
our l{elves. = 
Bath. And ſo may be able to bring | 
to pals what themſelves predict in | 
| long | 
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long ſucceſſion of Ages. As if the 
Government of the World and the 
affairs of mankinde were 1ntruſted 
into the hands of Angels. 

Sophr. But ſome Miracles are fo 
great, and Prediftions of ſo valt a 
compaſs of time, that none but God 
can rationally be thought to be the 
Authour of them. 

Bath. Moſt afſuredly God himſelf 
ſuperintends and adts through all. 
Philop. Is this then the Baſis of C#- 
 phophron's Belief. 

Cuph. | will tell you, O Philopolzr, 
becauſe I ſee you ſo hugely defirous, 
what 1s the main Philoſophicall Ba- 

fs of my belief of a God. 

Philop. What is 1t ? 

Cuph. The innate Idea of God in 
my minde : the arguings from thence 
ſeem to me undeniable Demonſtrati- 

S ons. | | 

: Philop. I believe they are the more 
gy prevalent with you becauſe they are 
Des-Cartes his. 

Cuph. It may be ſo. And they are 
fo convictive, that I do very ſecure- 
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ly diſregard all that other way of ar- 
ouing from the Phenomena of Nature. 

Philop. | have read thoſe Reaſo- 
nings of Des-Cartes , but they ſeem 
to me hugely high and Metaphyſicall, 
and I meet with many men that look 
upon them as Sophiſticall ; moſt men 
ſome of them.*others all. But it is the 
privilege of you high and exalted 


Wits to underſtand the force of one #® 


another's Notions the beſt. 


Cuph. 1 muſt confeſs , O Philopolis, 
there 1s an extraordinary and peculi- 


ar congruity of ſpirit betwixt me and 
Des-Cartes. 


Philop. I but we ought to conſult 


the common good, O Cuphophron, | 
. and not decry the more vulgar intel- | 
ligible Arguments, or affect ſuch a | 


Philoſophy as will exclude all from 


laying hold of God but ſuch as can | 
foar ſo high as you raiſed Wits can. |} 
Arguments from the Phenomena of | 
the World are far more accommo- | 


date to a popular underſtanding. 


Cuph. Wherefore I talk atthis rate | 


onely in our free Philoſophicall Mee- 
tings. Philop. 


( 
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Philop. Ir is diſcreetly done of you. 

Hyl. Well, Cuphophron, you may 
hug your ſelf in your high Metaphy- 
ficall Acropolis as much as you will, 
and deem thoſe Arguments fetched 
from the frame of Nature mean and 
popular : but for my part, I look up- 
on them as the molt ſound and ſolid 
Philoſophicall| Arguments that are 
3 for the proving the Exiſtence of a 

God. And I wonder you do not 
obſerve that” mighty force that Philo- 
thews his comparing of the Volume of 
Nature and Archimedes his Book of 
the Sphear and Cylinder together has 
for the evincing ſome Intellectual 
Principle to be the Framer of the 
World. For thoſe Figures and Cha- 
racters annexed to each Propolttion 
with an effeCtual ſubſerviency to the 
Demonſtration of them 1s not a more 
manifeſt indication of an Intellectual 
Agent, then an hundred thouſand 
ſingle fabricks of Matter here in the 
world are of the like Agency ; the 
parts being ſo diſpoſed to one End, 
as the management of the Demon- 
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ſtration to one Concluſion, and the 
ſubardination of ſeverall Concluſions 
to one Final and ultimate one: 
Which Subordinations of things are 
alſo moſt evidently and repeatedly 
conſpicuous in Nature. 

Philop. On my word , Philotheus , 
you have not ſpent your labour in 
vain on Hylobares, that does thus ju- 
diciouſly and relentingly recapitulate 
your main Reaſonings from Nature 
tor the Exiſtence of a God. I hope 
now, Hylobares, Philotheas may pro- 
ceed to treat of God's Kizgdome, we 
being all ſo well aſlured of his Ex7- 
ſtence. 

XIV. Hyl. I muſt confeſs, while I amin 
| vairs Wl this Company, I am like Sax! among(t | 

' Nature of the Prophets. Philothens his Leal and | 
oagh mw ſmartnels of arguing carries me away | 
:y of P,o- Captive , whether. I will or no, into 
wroecee, an aſſent to the Conclukon. And in- | 
aa pee deed when at firft I ſet my eyes on 


TY ar 


f- tons 5 this fide of things, there ſhines from 
: 6p them ſuch an intellectual fulgor, that 


#. :; methinksthe very Glory of the Dei- 
eG; Pods ty becomes vilible through them. But 
| when 
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when I would more fully compre- 
hend his Nature, and approch more 
nigh him, the ſame Glory , that re- 
created mine eyes betore , ſtrikes 
me blinde, and I loſe the ſight of 
him by adventuring to look too near 
him. This is one entanglement and 
confuſion of minde, that I under- 
ſtand not the Nature of God. Andthe 
ſecond thing 1s this, The obſcurity and 

Irtricacy of the ways of Providence. 
Sophr. Is 1t not conſonant to the 
tranſcendency of ſo high a Nature as 
that of God, Hylobares, that it be ac- 
knowledged Incomprehenſible, as alſo 
to his infinite Wiſedom, that his ways 

be paſt finding out £ 
Bath. This 1s excellently well ſpo- 
ken, O Sophrom, if it be rightly un- 
derſtood : otherwiſe, to give no ©0- 
ther account of the Nature of God 
and his ways then that they are zin- 
tel/igible, is to encourage the Atheiſt, 
and yield him the day 3 for that is the 
thing he does chiefly applaud himſelf 
n, that he is ſecure there 1s neither 
head nor foot in the Myſteries of Re- 
E 4 ligion, 
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ligion, and that the very Notion of: a 


God implies a contradiCtion to. our 


- Faculties. 


Hyl. I deſire-onely ſo to underſtand 
God, that nothing be attributed to 
him repugnant to wy Underſtanding , 
nor any thing found in the world re- 
pugnant to his Attributes. 

Bath. | believe Philothens will make 
this good, that nothing 1s truly attri- 
buted to God but what is moſt cer- 
tainly exiſtent in the world, whether 
we underſtand it or not; and that 
there isnothing in the world truly in 
ſuch circumſtances as are repugnant 
to the Attributes of God. 

 Philoth. | conceive Bathynoxs means 
this, that unleſs we will entangle our 
ſelves with making good ſome ficti- 
tious Attributes of God,or defend his, | 
Providence upon falſe ſuppoſitions . | 
and circumſtances , there will be no 
greater entanglements touching the | 
Notion of God and his Providence, | 
then there would be in the nature of 
thoſe things we are ſure do exiſt, 
though thcre were no God in the 

Eu - world, 
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world. Wherefore, Hylobares, let me 
adviſe you to. this, lince you have 
ſuch faſt and certain hold of the Exi- 
ſtence of the Deity by the repeated 
effeqs thereof in Nature, not-to let 
that hold goe upon any grounds that 
are uncertain or falſe. For the Scri- 
pture declares nothing contradifious 
touching the Nature of God :_ nor 1s 


there any humane Authority that has 


; . any right to be believed when 1t pro- 


pounds ContradiCtions : nor are we 


bound to burthen the Notion of a 
Deity with any thing we are not afſu- 
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red implies Perfetion. Thele Cau- 


tions if we uſe, no man, I think, need 
be much entangled in his thoughts 
touching the Nature of the Deity. 
Hyl. This is a hopefull Preamble, 
Philothenus, and therefore I will the 
more chearfu]ly propound my Difh- 


g culties, which are drawn from theſe, 


ff 


five Heads3 from the Eternity of God; 
from his Immutability , from his Om- 
niſciency, his Spirituality, and his Om- 
ripreſencie, For, to my underſtan- 
ding, the very Notion of Eternity 


implies. 


XV. 
The Attri. 


bute of E- 


tcrnitys 


fs 
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implies a Contradi&ion, as ſome de- 
ſcribe it, namely, That it is an effen- 
tial preſence of all things with God, } 
as well of things paſt, preſent, as to | 
come; and that the Duration of God | 
is all of 1t, as it were, 7 one ſteddy | 
and permanent 7; »y or Inſtant at once. | 
If there cannot be a God, but he mult | 
be in ſuch a ſenſe as this eternall, the ? 
Contemplation of his 1dea will more 7 
forcibly pull a man back from the | 
belief of his Exiſtence, then his cf- 3 
fefts in Nature draw a man toit. For } 
what can be more contradictious , |} 
then that all things ſhould have been | 
really and eſſentially with God from 
all Eternity at once, and yet be born | 
intime and (ucceſlion ? For the reali- | 
ty and eflence of corporeall things is | 
corporeall ; and thoſe very individu- | 
all Trees and Animals that are faid to *| 
be generated, and are feen to grow | 
from very little Principles, were al- | 
ways, it ſeems, in their full form and | 
growth : which is a perfe( repugnan- | 
cy to my Underſtanding. For it im- | 
plies that the ſame thing that 1s al- | 
I ready | 
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ready in being may, notwithſtanding, 
while it 1s, be produced of a-freſh. 
That eternall duration ſhould be at 
once, 1s allo to me uttcriy unconce1- 
vable, and that one > racy Inſtant 
ſhould be commenſurate , or rather 
equal, to all ſuccclions of Ages. Be- 
{ides, if the Duration of God be all 
at once, fith no Agent aCts but with- 
in the compaſls of 1ts own Duration, 
God muſt both create and deſtroy 
the World at once. W hence 1t ſeems 
impoltble that eternall Duration 
ſhould be indiſtant' to it elf, or with- 
out continuation of Intervals. 
Philoth. You argue (hrewdly, Hy- 
lobares, againſt that Notion of Etcr- 
nity that ſome have raſhly pitched 
upon, but without the leaſt prejudice 
to the belief of God's Exiſtence, if 
you have but recourſe to thoſe Cau- 
tions T intimated at firſt, That we are 
not bound to believe Contradidions upon 
any man's account. | hele are over- 
ſublime reaches of ſome high-ſoaring 
Wits , that think they never fiy bigh 
enough till they fly out of the {:ght 
of 
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of common Senſe and Reaſon. If we 
may charitably gueſs at what they 


would be at in this ſo lofty a Noti- | 


on, it may be it is onely this, That 


the. whole Evolution of Times and | 
Apes from everlaſting to everlaſting 
is ſo collefedly and preſentifickly re- | 


preſented to God at once, as if all 


things and Actions which ever were, * 
are, or ſhall be, were at this very In- ? 
ſtant, and fo always, really preſent | 
and exiſtent before him: Which 1s | 
no wonder, the Animadverſion and | 


intellectual Comprehenſion of God 


being abſolutely infinite according 


to the truth of his 1dea. 


Hyl. This, I muſt confeſs, is a far | 
more calic and paſlable Notion then | 


the other. 


Philoth. Yes ſurely 3 and not har- | 
der to conceive how Continuity of | 


Duration 1s allo competible to the 
Divine Exiſtence, as well as Eternity 


or Life eternall, which comprehends 


the 1dev's of all Things and Ages at 


once 1n the Intelle& of God. For it 
1s as a valt Globe wholly moved on 
EY a Plane, 
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a Plane, and carried on in one exile. 


Line at once : or like the Permanen- 
cy of a ſteady Rock by which a Ri- 
ver ſlides ; he ſtanding of the Rock, 
as well as the ſliding of the River, has 


a Continuity of Duration. And no * 


other way can Eternity be commen- 

\urate to Time then >: that 1s to 
A ſay, the Comprehenſion of the Evo- 
2 lution of all Times, Things and 
2 Tranſactions is permanently exhibi- 
ted to God inevery moment of the 
ſucceſhon of Ages. 

Hyl. What makes the Schools then 
ſo earneſt in obtruding upon us the 
belief, that nothing but wc perma- 
ens 15 COmpetible to the Divine Ex1- 
{tence ? 

Philoth. It may be out of this con- 
celit, asif that whoſe Exiltence was 
ſucceſiive would neceſlarily break 
off, or atleaſt may hazard to fail , 
one part of ſucceſ{iive Duration ha- 
ving no dependence on another. But 


where the Exiſtence of the __ 
| | ſo. 


it 15 a mere Panick fear : For the con-/ 
- . o * 12h bin 
tinuation of Duration is neceſ/ ary 
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ſo. And ſuch is manifeſtly the Ex1- 
ſtence of God from his owa 7dea. 
Bath. And this receſſary Exiſtence 
of God I conceive to be the molt | 
ſubſtantial Notion of his eternall Du- | 


. ration : which cannot well be ſaid to | 


be ſaccejſſeve properly and formally , } 
but onely virtually and applicatively; | 
that is to ſay, It contains 1n 1t virt#- | 
ally all the ſucceſiive Duration ima- 3 
ginable, and is perpetually applicable } 
to the ſucceeding parts thereof, as be- | 
ing always prelent thereto ,: as the | 
Chanel of a River to all the water 
that paſſes through it 3 but the Cha- 
nel is 1n no ſuch ſucceſſive defluxion , | 
though the water be. Such is the | 
{teddy and permanent Duration of | 
the neceſſary Exiſtence of God in | 
reſpect of all ſuccefiive Durations 
whatſoever. | — | 
Philoth. 1 donot yet ſo throughly | 
underſtand you, Bathynous. 
Bath. I ſay that ſacceſſrve Duration | 


properly ſo called is incompetible to | 


God, as being an Eflence neceſſarily | 
exiltent, and therefore without beein- Þ 
ning © | 


ing - but the molt infinite ſucceſſwe 
Duration that you can imagine will 
be found to have a beginning. For 
what-ever 1s paſt was ſometime pre- 
ſent: And therefore there being no- 
thing of all this infinite Succeſſion but 
was ſometime preſent, the moſt-infi- 
nitely-remote moment thereof was 
ſometime preſent : Which moſt-infi- 
nitely-remote moment was the Termi- 
os terminans thereof, which plainly 
ſhews it had a beginning. 

Philoth. You ſay true, Bathynons. 
There muſt be a woſi-remote Moment 
in Succeſſion, and a moſt-infimitely- 
remote one in infinite Succeſſion. But 
being the moſt-infinitely-remote Mo- 
ment cannot be Terminus copulans , 


J there being nothing for it to _— 
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with future Succeſlion, and therefore 
it beihg Terminns terminans, and of 
neceſlity having been once preſent , it 
is plain that at that preſent was the 
term or beginning of this infinite ſup- 
poſed Succeſlion. 
Or briefly thus, to prevent all pol- 


| ſible Exceptions againſt the zoſi-inft- 


nitely- 
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nitely-remote Moment in an z-fimite 
Succeſiion, as if they were co c)a, 1 
would rather argue on this manner 3 
viz. That foraſmuch as all the Mo- 
ments paſt in infinite Succeſſion were 
lomerime preſent , it thence plainly | 
follows that all the Moments 1n this 
infinite Succeſhon, or at leaſt all but 
one, were ſometime to come. And | 


if either all theſe Moments, or all but 


one, were ſometime to come , It 1s | 
manifeſt that the whole Succeſſion 
( or at leaſt the whole bating but one 
Moment ) was ſometime to come , 
and therefore had a beginning. Iun- 
derſtand the ſtrength of your reaſo- 
ning very well. And therefore when 
I ſpake of the ſucceſſive Duration of 
God, I did not mean Succeſflion in 
that proper and formal ſenſe, but one- 
ly a virtual, applicative or relative 

ucceſlion z as you might gather from 


ſame paſlages or expreſlions in my 
ſpeaking thereof. The Duration of i} 
God 1s like that of a Rock, but the | 

Duration of zatural things like that 


of a Ajver; their Succeſlion paſles 
” wh 
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neleps Ixlw,as Heraclitws ſpeaks. And 
therefore they that give ſxcceſſive 
Duration properly ſo called to the 
{teddy Permanency of a neceſla 
Self-exiſtence , ſeem like thoſe that 
phanſie the Shore to move by reaſon 
of the motion of the Ship. 
Provehimur portu, terr eque urbeſque 
recedunt. 
We apply our own fluid ſucceſhive 
Duration to the ſteddy Permanency 
of the eternall Duration of God: 
whole Duration, though ſteddy and 
permanent, and without all defluxion 
and ſucceſſion, ( as being indeed no- 
thing elſe but his receſſary Self-exi- 
tence ) 1s notwithſtanding ſuch as 
the molt infinite ſacceſſeve Duration 
paſt can never reach beyond, nor f#- 
ture ever exhauſt. Whence it 1s plain, 
that though the eternall Duration of 


God bereally permanent, yet it is im- 
$ poſſible to be an i#d:wiſible Inſtapr, 
$ and tobeperfetly and 1n all regards 
S indiſtant to it ſelf, and not to coms 
prehend all poſlible ſucceflive Eyo- 
lations that are. 


F Hyl, 
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m_ Hyl. This is very well, Philothexs - 
| As gbjc- but yet there are ſome Scruples ſtill 
| &io# ©- bhehinde. I muſt acknowledge that 


| gaiiſt the 


| 41-con- Eternity in your ſenſe bears along 
| prebeiuſox ith it no palpable Contradidtion 3 
| 95: but methinks it is not altogether free | 
Anſwer from a marvellous ſtrange Incredi- | 
thereto. bilit : 
Phileth. What's that? , 

Hyl. T hat all the Naiſes and Cry- 3 
ings, and inimgas | and Shreekings, 

and Knockings and Hammerings, and | 

Curſings and Swearings, and Pray- | 
ings and Prailings, that all the Vol- 
ces of men, the Squawlings of chil- 
dren, the Notes of Birds, and Raa- 
rings and Squeekings of Beaſts, that 
ever were or ſhall be, have ever been | 
in the ears of Gad at once: And ſo | 
all the Turnings and Toyings of eve- 
ry viſible Object, all the Diſperſions, 
Motions and Poſtures of Hairs, and | 
Leaves.,and Straws, and Feathers,and Þþ 
Dutt, in fine, all the little and incon- | 
liderable Changes of the ever-agita- | 
ted Matter which have been, are, or | 
ever ſhall be, are, and ever were ; 

an 
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and ever ſhall be in the Gght of God 


at once. This ſeems to me (though 


not an impoſbble, yet) a very in- 
credible Privilege of all-comprehen- 


. ding Eternity. 


Philpoth. Thisis a wild, unexpected 


| fetch of yours, Hylobares, and as mad- 


ly expreſſed. But if you will anſwer 
me ſoberly to a queſtion or two, you 
ſhall fee the kifficulty will vaniſh of 
it ſelf. Ms 

Hyl, I will. 

Philath, Whether do you think, O 
Hylobares, that this Privilege, as you 
call it, is really a Privilege, that 1s, a 
Perfection, of the Divine Nature, or 
no ? 

. Al. I cannot tell. 

Exiſt. Thoſe Philoſophers in Mar- 
20nides, which I do not well remem- 
ber whether he calls the Se& of the 


Loguentes, would tell us roundly that 


it is not 3 they preſuming God's Pro- 


vidence Teaches no farther then the 


Speciss of things, but that he little 

concerns himſelf in Individuals. 

Bath. 1 ſuppoſe then that they hold 
2 that 
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that he has concredited the Admini- 
ſtration of his more particular Pro- 
vidence to ſ{everall Orders of Angels, 
and in ſome ſort to Men and all in- 
telligent Creatures, in whom he has 
implanted a Law for the rightly or- 
dering Individuals. 

Euiſt. It may beſo. 

Bath. Which if they could order 
as well asif God himſelf look'd on, 
as it isnoaddition to God's Happi- 
neſs to have made the World or to 
meddle with it; 'ſo it would be no 
detriment. to the World if he were 
conceived to be wholly rapt into 
the contemplation of his own Divine 
Excellencies. 

Euiſt, This , I muſt confeſs , Is not 
much abhorrent from the Ariſtotelean 
Theologic. 

Bath. Burt it is intolerably falſe, if 
the frame of the Creation be not ſuch 
as that the ſtanding Spirits hugely ex- 
ceed the number of the lapſed. 

Eniſt. They need doſo. Beſides , 
what a ridiculous thing were it to of- 
ſer tacritice or pray to God, if he 
Were 
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were always ſo rapt into himſelf 
that he never were at leiſure to hear 
us 2 

Bath, That is moſt pertinently ob- 
ſerved, Emiſtor : And all pious men 
muſt acknowledge that they draw 
power and influence by their earneſt 
Devotions to the Deity. 

Hyl. And therefore I eaſily ac- 
knowledge that all things in preſent 
Succeſſion lie open to the eyes of 
God. But whether all Voices and 
Sights whatſoever from everlaſting to 
everlaſting be repreſented continu- 
ally to him at once, for all that this 
{ſhort Sally of Bathynous and Eniſtor 
has given me ſome time to think ot it, 


yet I muſt ſtill profeſs I cannot tell. 


Philoth. Well then, Hylobares , in 
ſuch a caſe as this you know the a- 
bove-mentionedRule, That you are not 
to let goe your hold of thoſe ſolid and 
certain Gronnds of the Exiſtence of a 
God, for what 3s either falſe or uncer- 
tain. 

Hyl. You ſay very true. Nor does 
this at all ſhake my belief. 
© 3 Philoth. 


JO 
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Philoth. But farther to corrobo- 
rate it, anſwer me but this one _— 
ry 


ſtion, Hylobares. Is 1t not nece 
that that part of the 4; 01 wn 


you made of Eternity be either a 

PerfeFion, or an TmperfeFion , or 4 

thing of Indifferewcy * 
Hyl. That cannot be deny'd. 


Philoth. If it be an ImperfetHon, it | 


is to be removed, and ſo the Difficul- 
ty is removed therewith : If an udif- 
ferency, it is indifferent whether you 


remove it or not : If a PerfeFion, be- | 


ing that it is not impoſſible, as you 
cannot but acknowledge, no man 
need heſitate, nay he ought nat , but 
to attribute it to God, So that be 
your fate what it will in the determi- 
nation of your aſfent to any of theſe 
three parts, it can be no impediment 
to the belief of God's Exiſtence. 


This 1s the thing that made your Ob- | 
jection feem fo canſiderable toyou, | 
that you did not confider, that 
though all thoſe Voices and Sights 
are perceived in the Divine Being at 
once, yet they are perceived as 
_. tne 
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the ſame diſtances and diſtinftne(- 


ſes that they are found 1n in the very 
ſucceſſion of Ages. For ixfinite Com- 
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prehenſion admits , or rather implies , 


this. 


the moſt dexterous art in facilnating 
our adherence to the belief of a De- 
ity that ever I met with in my life. I 
have but one Scruple more touching 
God's Eternity, and I will paſs to the 
next Attribute. The eternall ſuc- 
ceffion of God's Exiſtence ſeems to 
imply a Contradiction. For unleſs e- 
very denominated part be infinite , 
the whole cannot be infinite. And if 


every denominated part, ſuppoſe the 


tenth, the hundredth, the thouſandth, 
be infinite, there are ſo many Inft- 
nites. 

Philoth. T underſtand you very 
well. But you muſt conſider that e1- 
ther God has been ab #terno, or the 
World has been ſo. Wherefore 
ſomething being ſo certainly eter- 
nall, it 1s norepugnancy that God be 
ſo, So that you ſee there is no more 

| F 4 pete 


Hyl.You are a man,O Philothezs,of yy, 


Another 
Objetion , 
with its 
Anſwer. 
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erplefity or difficulty on the ac- | 
— of God's being, then if —_ 


not in the world, according to the 

laſt of my preliminary Advertiſe- 
ments. Nay, indeed, the molt inex- ! 
tricable Perplexity of all would be } 
to admit a World 4b eterno without *' 
God. For an etcrnall Flux of Moti- | 
on of the Matter would be eternall ! 
Sxcceſſion properly fo called ; which ! 
Lathynows ſhrewdly ſuggeſted to be 
impoſhble. And if it ever reſted, | 


and afterwards was moved, there 


muſt be a firſt Mover diſtin& from | 
the Matter. Which ſcems neceſfari- | 
ly to inferr there is a God; and the | 
rather , becauſe 1f Matter was of it | 
{cIf, it muſt eternally have reſted be- | 
fore it moved. 

Hyl. This Difticulty has vaniſhed ſo | 
of a ſudden, that I am half aſhamed 
T ever propounded it. 

_ Philoth. I have met with not a few 
that this would have ſeemed no ſmall 
Difficulty taz ſo that it was not un- 
worthy the propounding, | 

Philop. ButI pray you proceed M 
the 
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the next Attribute, Hylebares : for 1 
am hugely pleaſed to ſee the ſuccel- 
fulneſs of Philotheas. 

Hyl. The next is Immutability , XVIII. 
which ſeems to me a neceſlary Attri- ;”* — 
bute of God, foraſmuch as Antabi- muabiliry, * 
lity implies Imperfedtion. But here 
humane underſtanding does ſeem to | 
be caught in this Dilemma 3 That ei- 
ther we muſt acknowledge a mutable 
God, or an immutable one: If the 
former, he 1s not properly God; be- 
cauſe God excludes all Imperfe@tion 
in his nature : If the latter, he is not 
to be worſhipped ; for all the good 
that was to come will come wk 


7 our worſhipping him 3 and none of 


the evil can-be kept off by all aur 
Services, becauie he 1s 7-mutable. 
Wherefore we mult either grant an 
imperfect God, or a God not to be 
worſhipped : either of which is fo 
abſurd, that it ſeems forcibly ta ſug- 
geſt that there is no God at all, 
Phileth. T his ſeems a ſmaxt Di- 
lemma at firſt, Hylobaresz yet I think 
neither Horn is ſtrong enough tq 
puſh 
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puſhus off from our beliefof the Ex- 
iſtence of 4 God. But fot my part, I 
will bear the puſh of the former of 
them, and grant that God ts table ; 
but deriy that all Mutebility implics 
Imperfection, though ſore does, as 
that Vacifllancy in humane Souls, and 
fuch Mutations as are found in corpo- 
real matter. But fuch a Mutability as 
whofe abſence implies an impotency 


to or incapacity of the moſt noble | 


ads imaginable, ſuch as the Creation 
of the World, and the adminiftration 
of Juſtice to men and Angels, is fo far 
from being any Defe@ , that it is a 
very high Perfection. For this power 
in God to aq upon the Creature in 
time, to fuccour or chaſtife it, does 
not a all diſcompole or diſtract him 
from what he 1s in himfelf in the bleſ- 
ſed calmneſs and ſtilneſs' of his all- 
comprehenfive Eternity, his Animad- 
verſion being abſolutely free and infi- 
nite. So that they that would ac- 
count this power of acting in time an 
1mminution to the Perfettton of God 
are, I think, as much out m their ac- 

count 
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count as if one ſhould tontetd that 
Ac#4 q.1sleſs then Ac. alone. 

Hyl. This is convincing. 

Bath. And that you may be the 
more throughly convinced of the 
weakneſs of your Biaion, I will bear 
the puſh of the latter Horn, and de- 
ny that the Immutability of God 
would imply that he 1s not to be wor- 
ſhipped. For what is the Worſhip- 
q . ping of God but the acknowledging 
f thoſe ſupereminent and Divine Ex- 
S cellencies in him to which the World 
owes itsConſervation and Subſfiſtence, 
and from which 1s that beautifull Or- 
der and wiſe Contrivance of things 
in the Univerſe? It & therefore a 
_ of indiſpenſable Juſtice to ac- 
| knowledge this rich Fountam and. 

Original of all Good, and not the lefs, 
becauſe he is ſo perfely good, that. 
he cannot be nor a& otherwile, but 

3s immutably fuch, Beſides that this 
| Praijfe and Adoration done to him are 
actions perfective of our own Souls , 
and in our approches to him he 1s 
made nearer tous; asthe opening of 
Rn Taos ps 
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our Eyes is the letting in of the light 
of the Sun. 4 

Hyl. What you ſay , Bathynows , | 
Wor confeſs will hold good 1n that 
part of Worſhip which conſiſts jn 
Praiſing of G but I do not fee 
how his malay will well confiſt 
with our Praying to him. For things 
will be or will not be whether we 
pray unto him or no. 

Bath. But you do not conſider , 
that though this were, yet our Pray- 
ing to him is an acknowledgment of | 
his being the great BenefaCtour of 
mankinde; and it 1s like Children 
asking their Fathers Bleſſing, who 
yet would pray to God to bleſs them 
whether they ask it or no. Beſides 
that while we pray to God for in- 
ternall good things, for Grace, Wiſe- 
dome and Vertue, we do ipſo fa&#o 
open our Souls to receive the Divine 
Influence, which flows into our 
Hearts according to the meaſure of 
the depth and earneſtneſs of our De- 
votion. Which is, as I ſaid, like the 
opening of our Eyes to receive the 

Iight 
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light of the Sun. Nor do we alter or 
change the will of God in this, be- 


cauſe it 1s the permanent and immu- 


| table will of God, that as many as 
| make their due Addreſſes to him ſhall 
| receive proportionable Comfort and 
| Influence from him. And, laſtly, for 
| externall good things, though we 
| ſhould imagine God {ſhll et in 
| the immutable Sabbatiſer of his own 
| ever-blefled Eternity, and that no- 
| thing 1s done in this world ad extra 
but by either natural or free created 
Agents, either good men or thoſe 
| more high and holy orders of Angels, 
that are as the Ears and Eyes and 
Arms of God, as Philo ſomewhere 1n- 
ſinuates, and who are ſo ſteddily and 
fully actuated by the Spirit of God , 
that they will do the very ſame things 


that God himſelf would doe if he. 


were toact adextra in the affairs of 
the world : upon this Hypotheſis of 
things, notwithſtanding the Immuta- 
bility of God, it implies no incon- 
gruity to pray unto him. For he does 
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 atonce, but has eternally and immy- 


RIX. 
Of the D*- 
3ty's aft;ng 
2d extra. 


tably laid ſuch trains of Cauſes in the 


world, and ſorules the good Pow- 


ers and over-rules the bad, that no 


man that prays unto him as he ought 
ſhall fail of obtaining what is beſt for 
him, even in externall matters. 

 Hyl. This is a conſideration I ne- 
ver thought of before. But it ſeems 
to me not altogether irrational, 

Exiſi. But , methinks, ſomething 
needleſs, becauſe the Divine Re- 


 coxds do teſtifie, that the very Deity 


ſometimes ſteps out into externall 
Aftionz as jn our Saviour Chriſt's 
feeding the multitude with five 
loaves and two fiſhes, in his raifing 
the dead, and in that great executi- 
on heisto doe on the Globe of the 


_ Earth at the laſt Day. 


Bath. The Deity indeed does act 
here ad extrs, but not the bare De- 
ity , as I may ſoſpeak , but the Di- 
vine Magick of the exalted Soul of 
the Aeſ/ras. 

Exiſt. But what will you fay to 


thole pallages 1n the Old Teſtament, 
Bathy- 


Bathynons, ſuch as the dividing of the 
Red ſea, the making of the Sun and 
Moon ſtand ſtill, the keeping of 8þe- 
drach, Meſhech apd Abeduego harmleſs 
in the fierie Furnace, and the like ? 
did not the bare Deity, as you called 
it, ſtep out then into externall Action? 
| #Bath. You know, Exiſter, there 
| was a mighty Eaſt-winde that blew 
| all night, and divided the Sea; and 
that there appeared a fourth man in 
the fiery furnace like unto the Son of 
God. And, in brief, all the Miracles 
that were done by Aj or any way 
elſe among or upon the people of the 
we were dane by virtue of the pre- 
ſence of the ſame Chriſt, who was 
the ConduCtour of the 1/reelites into 
the Land of Caxaan, and the Reſiden- 
tiary Guardian of that People. 
Exiſt, Indeed I remember ſame 
' ſuch opinionof ſome of the ancient 
Fathers, but I look'd upon it as one 
of their Extravagancies. 
Sophr. And I upon the Hypothe- 
ſis of Bathynons as a very high reach 


of wit ; but methought Philotheus had 
fully 
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fully ſatisfied Hylobares his Dilemma 
before. 

Hyl. I muſt ingenuoufly confeſs, 
that I think neither of the Solutions 
ſo weak but that they ſufficiently e- _ 
nervate my Argument touching the 
Immutability of God : and therefore 
I willingly paſs on to his Ommiſciency. 

Philoth. What is it that pinches 
you there, Hylobares ? 

Hyl. A certain and determinate Pre- 
ſcience of things contingent , free and 
uncertain.” For it ſeems otherwiſe to 
take away the Liberty of Will and 
the nature of Sin: For Sin ſeems 
not to be Sin, unleſs it be voluntary. 

Philoth. It may be not , Hylobares. 
But why do you then attribute ſuch 
a Preſcience to God as is involved in 
{uch dangerous Inconveniences ? 

Hyl. Becauſe it is a greater Perfe- 


| Qion in God to foreſee all things that 


are to come to pals certainly and de- 

terminately, then the contrary. 
Philoth. And would it not be a 
greater Perfeaion 1n the Ommipotency 
of God to be able to doe all things, 
| EVE 
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even thoſe that imply a Contradicti- 
on, then not to be able to doe them ? 
_ *Hjl. It would. But becaule they 
imply a' Contradiction to be done , 
no body thinks the Omnipotency of 
God maimed or blemiſhed in that it 
reaches not to ſuch things. 

Philoth. Why then, Hylobares , if 
certain Preſcience of uncertain things 
or events imply a Cortradit7on , it 
ſeems it may be ſtruck out of the 
Omniſciency of God, and leave no 
ſcar nor blemiſh behindez for God 
will nevertheleſs be as o-#iſcient as 
he is o»wmipotert. But if it imply no 
Contradiqion, what hinders but we 
may attribute it to him? _ 

Hyl. But it ſeems neceſſary to at- 
tribute it to him : elſe how can he 
manage the affairs of the World? 

Philoth. O Hylobares, take you no 
care for that. For that etcrnall Minde 
that knows all things poſſible to be 
known, comprehends all things that 
are poſhible to be done , and ſo hath 
laid fuch trains of Caules as ſhall moſt 
certainly meet eyery one In due time 

G ; 
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in judgement and righteouſneſs, let 
him take what way he will. |: 
Hyl. I underſtand you, Philothews. 
Philoth. And you may farther un- 
derſtand that, according to ſome , 
what pn would attribute to God as 


a Perfection ſounds more like an Im- 
perfe@tion, if well conſidered. 

Hyl. Why ſo, Philetheus £ 

Philoth. Is it not the perfeGtion of 
Knowledge to know things as they 
are in their own nature ? 

Hyl. It 1s fo. 

Philoth. Wherefore to know a free 
Agent, which 1s #ndeterminate to cl- 
ther part, to be ſo wndeterminate, and 
that he may chufe which parthe will, 


1s the moſt perfet knowledge of fuch 


an Agent and of his Action, till he 
be perfectly determinate and has 
made his choice. 
Hyl. It ſeems lo. | 
Fhiloth, Therefore to know him 
determined before he be detertnined, 
or while he is free, 1s an ImperfeCtion 
of Knowledge, or rather no Know- 
J.dge at all, but a. Miſtake and Er- 
| TOUT : 
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rour : and indeed is a contradiKtion to 
the Nature of God, who can under- 
and nothing but according to the 
diſtin& 1dea's of things in his own 
minde. Andthe 1de2 of a free Agent 
is VUndeterminateneſs to one part bes 
fore he has nfade choice. Whence to 
foreſee that a free Agent will pitch 
upon ſuch apart in his choice, with 
knowledge certain and infallible, is 
to foreſee a thing as certain even 
then when it is uncertainz which is a 
plain Contradidtion or groſs Miſtake: 

Hyl. You do more then ſatisfie me 
in this, Ph#/atheas, That to conceive 
things undeterminate determinately , 
or that they will be certainly this 
way while they may be either this 
way or that way, is an ImperfeCtion 
or contradiction to the Truth. But 
there is yet this piece of perplexity 
behinde, that this pretence of perfe- 
(tion of Knowledg will neceſlarily in- 
ferr an imperfeGtion or inability of 
PrediQting fature Aﬀtions of free A- 
gents, and take away Divine Inſþira- 
tion and Prophecies. 
-—Qb'2 Philoth; 


53 


1 


derſtand, that ſo muc 


Divine Dialogues. 


Philoth. That is ſhrewdly urged 
and ſealonably. But you are to un- 
h Liberty as is 
in Man will leave room enough for 
millions of certain Predi&tions , if 
God thought fit to communicate 
them ſo — tothe world. For 
though I que 
Souls of men are in ſome ſenſe free; 


yet I do as little doubt but there are 


or may be infinite numbers of Actions 
wherein they are as certainly detet- 


mined as the brute Beaſts. And ſuch 


are the Attions of all thoſe that are 
deeply lapſed into Corruption, ang of 
thoſe few that are grown to a more 
Heroicall ſtate of Goodneſs: It is 
certainly foreknowable what they 
will doe in ſuch and ſuch circumſtan- 
ces. Not to adde, that the Divine 
Decrees , when they finde not men 
fitting Tools , make them ſo, where 


' Prophecies are peremptory or un- 


conditionate. 


Bath. W hat Philothens has hitherto 
argued for the reconciling of the Di- 


vine Omniſcience with the Nation of 


Man s$ 


1on not but that the 
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Man's Free will and the nature of 
Sin, bears along with it a commen- 
dable plainneſs and-plauſibleneſs for 
ts caſineſs to the underſtahding. But 
in my apprehenſion, for all it looks 
{o repugnantly that there ſhould be 
a certain foreknowledge of what is 
free and uncertain, yet it ſeems more 
ſafe to allow that Privilege to the 
infinite Underſtanding of God, then 
to venture at all to circunſcribe his 
Omniſcience. For though it may ſafe- 
ly be ſaid, that he does not know any 
_ thing that realy implies a Contrad1- 
ftion to be known; yet we are not 
allured but that may ſeem a Contra- 
diction tous that ts not ſo really in it 
ſelf. As for example, To our finite 
Underſtanding a Quadrate whoſe 
Diagomal is commenſurate to one of 
the Sides 15 a plain Contradifion, and 
we concelt we can demomnttrate it to 
be ſo, that is to ſay, that the Ra#io of 
the one to the other 1s unconceivable 


and undefinable. But dare any one 
be ſo-bold as to wfthrm that the Divine 


intellect it (elf, whoſe Comprehenſi-| 
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on is infinite, 'cannot define to it ſelf 
the Ratio of a Diagomal Line in a 
Quadrate to the Side thereof > The 
Application, is very obvious. 

Philoth. It is ſo, Bathywons, For I 
ſuppoſe in brief you mean thisz T hat 
as the Diagonial Line and Side of a 
Quadrate, which to our apprehenſion 
are incommenſurate,are yet commen- 
ſurable to the infinite Comprehen- 
ſion of the DivineIntelle&;ſaa certain 
and infallible Preſctence of uncer- 
tain Futurities, that ſeems inconſiſtent 
to us, may. notwithſtanding be de- 
prehended, abundantly confiſtent by 
the all-comprehenſive Underſtanding 
of God. A very ſafe and ſober Solu- 
tion of the preſent Difficulty. I am 
very well contented it ſhould be ſa, | 
Bathyzous, and.that what I have offe- 
red at therein ſhould paſs as ſpoken 
by way of Eſlay rather then of Dog- 
matizing, and according to the ſenſc 
of others rather then mine own. 

Philop. I never ſaw that ſaying ſo 
much verified any-where, that Wiſe- 
dome is eafie to him that underſtands , 

| as 
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23s 1n Bathyrous and Philothens's, di(- 
courſes. Are you nat throughly ſatiſ- 
tied hitherto, Hylobares 2 

Hyl. I muſt confeſs I am. But now 
I come to the moft confounding 
Point, and which is ſuch as that I 
fear it is fatal to me never to be ſa- 
tisfied in. 

Philoth. What is that, Hylobares 2 _ 

Hyl. The Spirituality of God. It is hf 
the proper Diſeaſe of my minde, not os Tok 
to be able to conceive any thing that rimulity , 
is not zzateriat or corporeal. But I hope 5G, cans i 
it 1s not a Diſcaſe unto death. be Material, 

Philoth. God forbid it ſhould be, . 
Hylobares, fo long as it is no impedt- 
ment to the belief of the Exiſtence 
of God. and of all thoſe Attributes 
that are requiſite for the engaging a 
man's Soul in the purſuit of true Piety 
and Vertue. God will at laſt bring 
ſuch an one to the true knowledge of 
_ him(clf, what-ever his Ignorance may 
be for the preſent. And for my part, 
Eam not fond of the Notion of Spi- 
ritzality nor any Notion <|lle, but fo 
far forth as they are ſubſervient to 
C4 Life 


- 6 0% LEAR x Ws V —_—_ 0 wm 
A.” TT 7 WEED 3 FR IS" > mn x CY SOA E MOT SI FIR > 
% _ 
* - 
*v # 
= 


Divine Piekows. 


Life and Godlineſs ; that there may be 
as much Happineſs in this life as hu- 
mane affairs are capable of, and that 
we may be eternally happy in the 
life to come. Otherwiſe I have no 
ſuch great ſolicitude, that any ſhould 
be ſuch trim and preciſe Speculators 
of things , as not to erre an hair's 
breadth in matters of great perplexi- 
ty and obſcurity. 

Exiſt. I reade that ſome of the Fa- 
thers have been of opinon that God 
ts a kinde of pure ſubtile Body. 

Bath. That may very well be. But 
then they had not that true and 

preciſe Notion of a ſubtile Body that 
ms Philoſophers have in this Age : 
but tit 1s likely they underſtood no. 


more thereby, then that it was a ſab- 


tile extended Subſtance; which, for 
my part, I conceve 1n the general 
may be true. Bur to ſay it is properly 
a ſubtile Body, is to acknowledge it 
a. Corgeries of very little Atomes 


toying and playing one by another, 


which 1s too mcan a conception of 
wie Majeſty of God. Belides that It 1s 
Uncon- 
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unconceivable how theſe looſe 
Atoms ;, which are ſo independent of 
one another, ſhould joyn together 


to make up the Godhead ; or how. 


they do conſpire' to keep together , 
that there is not a diſſolution of the 
Divinity. Or thus: If this multi- 
tude of Divine Atoms beGaod,be they 
interſperſed amongſt all the matter 
of the World? or do they keep to- 
gether? If they be»diſperſed , God 
is leſs one then any thing elſe in the 
World, and 1s rather an infinite num- 
| berof Deities then one-God or any 
God; and this infinite number in an 
incapacity of conferring notes to con- 


trive ſo wiſe a frame of the Univerſe 


as we ſee. Butif there be one Conge- 
rzes of Divine Atomes that keep to- 


gether, in which of thoſe infinite 


numbers of. Yortices 1s it ſeated, or a- 
monegſt which? or how can it order 
the. watter of thoſe Yortices from 
which it is ſo far diſtant > or how a- 
gain do theſe Atomes, though not in- 
terſperſed, communicate Notions one 
with another for one Deſign ? Do. 

Lo they 
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they talk or diſcourſe with one ano= 
ther? or what do they doe? And 
then again 

Hyl. Nay forbear , Bathynow , to | 
goany farther, for you have put me 
quite out of conceit with a Meterial 
Deity already , the more my grief 
and pain. For to make a Material 
Deity, I muſt confeſs, ſeems extreme- 
ly ridiculous; and to make a Spiri- 
tual one, impoſlible : Sothat I am in 

reater ſ{treights then ever I was. 

Philoth. Why,Hylobares,what con+- 
ceit have you of a Spzrit, that you 
ſhoutd think it a thing impolbible ? 

Hyl. Is it not infinitely incredible , 
Philothens, tk not impollible, that 
ſome thouſands of Spirits may dance 
or march on a Needle's point at 
once ? 

Cuph. I, and that booted and ſpur- 
red t00. 

Hyl. And that in one inſtant of 
time they can fly from one Pole of 
the world to the other > 

Philoth. Thele things, I muſt con- 
fels, ſeem very incredible. 


Hyk. 
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Hyl. And that the Spirit of man , 
which we uſually call his Soul, is 
wholly, without flitting, in bis Toe, 
and wholly in his Head, at once? If 
the whole Soul bein the Toe, there 
15 nothing left to be in the Head. 
Therefore the Notion of a Spirit is 
perfectly impoſbble : or elſe all things 
are alike true: far nothing ſeems 
more impoſhble then this. 

 Philoth. But whoſe deſcription of 
a Sprritis this, Hylobares £ 

HyL. Itis, Philotbens , the deſcri- 
ption of the venerable Schools. 

Philoth, But did I not preadvertiſc 
you,that no humane Authority has a- 
ny right of being believed when they 
propaund Contradictions? Where- 
\ fore thetrraſh deſcription of a Spirit 
ought to be no prejudice to the 
truth of its Exiſtence. And though 
the true Notion of a Spirit were 1n- 
comprehenſible , yet that would be 
no ſolid Argument againſt the Re- 
ality of 1t3 as you may obſerve in 
the nature of eternal Succeſſwon , 
which we cannot deny to be, though 

we 
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we be not able tocomprehend it. 

Hyl. That is very true indeed, and 
very well worth the noting. But 
how ſhall we be ſo well aflured of 
the ns of a Spirit, while the 
comprehenſion of its Natxre is taken 
for ang ? 

Philoth. That there is ſome Intel- 
teftual Principle. in the World, you 
were abundantly convinced from the 
works of Nature, as much as that 
Archimedes his Treatiſe De Sphera & 
Cylindro was from a Rational Agent : 
and even now it ſeemed ridiculous to 
you beyond all meaſure, that a Comge- 
ries of Atomes ſhould be Divine and 
IntelleFual: Wherefore there is ſome- 
thing that is not 2/atter that is Irtele- 
Fual, which muſt be a ſubſtance Im- 
material or Incorporeal, that is in a 


word, a Spirit. 


Hyl. T am, I muſt confeſs, very 
ftrongly urged to.believe there is a 
Spirit as well as an eternal Duration, 
though I can comprehend neither. 

Philoth. And that you may be far- 
ther corrobgrate] in your belief,con- 

lider 
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ſider the manifold Stories of Appariti- 
on5 , and how many Spedttes have 
been ſecnor felt to wraſtle, pull or 
tug with a man: which, ifthey were 
a mere Corgeries of Atomes, were im- 
poſſible. How could an arm of mere 
Air or #ther pull at another man's 
hand or arm, but it would eaſily part 
in the pulling > Admit it might uſe 


| the motion of Pxlſior, yet it could 


never that of AtiraFion. 

Hyl. This indeed were a palpable 
demonſtration that there muſt be 
ſome other ſubſtance in theſe Spe- 
eres of Air or Ather, if the Hilto- 
ries were true. 

Exiſt. We reade ſuch things hap- 


pening even in all Ages and places of 


the world ; and there are modern and 
freſh examples every day : ſothat no 
man need doubt of the truth. 

Hyl. Theſe Experiments indeed 
ſtrike very ſtrongly on the Imagina- 


Reaſon that preſently unlooſes all a- 
gain. And now methinks I could wiſh 
the ature of a Spirit were more un- 
known 
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known to me then it is, that I might 
believe its Exiſtemce without med- 
dling at all with its Z/ewce. But I | 
cannot but know thus nwch of it; 
whether I will or no, that it is e1- 
ther extended, or not extended ; [ 
mean , it has either ſome Amplitude 
of Eſſence, or elſe none at all. If it 
has no Amplitxde or Extenſion, the 
ridiculous Hypotheſis of the Schools 
will get up again, and millions of Spi- 
rits, for ought I know , may dance 
on a Needle's point, or rather, they, 
having. no Amplitude, would be no- 
thing. If they have any Amplitnde 
or Extenſion , they will not be $pi- 
rits,' but mere Body or Matter. For, 
as that admired Wie Des-Cartes {0+ 
lidly concludes, Extezſior: is the very 
eſſence of Matter. This is one of the 
greateſt Arguments that fatally bear 
me off from a chearfull clofing with 
the belief of Spirits properly ſo 
called. 4, 
Philoth. Tt is mach, Hylobares, that 
you ſhould give ſuch an adamantine 
Aſlent to ſo weak and precarious an 
Aflertion 
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Aſſertion as this of Des-Cartes. For 
though it be wittily ſuppoſed by him, 
for a ground of more certain and 
Mathematicall after-Deductions in 
{ his Philoſophy; yet itis not at all 

proved, that Matter and Extenſion 
are reciprocally the ſame , as well e- 
very extended thing Matter, as all 
Matter extended. 1 his is but an vu 
ſtart conceit of this preſent Age. The 
ancient Atomical Philoſophers were 
as much for a Yacuwm as for Atomes. 
And certainly the world has hitherto 
been very idle, that have made fo 
many Diſputes and try'd ſo many 
Experiments whether there be any 
| Yacunm orno, if it be ſodemonſtra- 
| tively concludible, as Des-Cartes 
would bear us in hand, that it im- 
Flies a Contradiction there ſhould be 
any. The ground of the Demonſtra- 
tion lies fo ſhallow and is ſo obvious, 
that none could have miſled of it , if 
they could have thought there had 
been any force init. 

Hyl. It is true, this might in rea- 
ſon abate a man's confidence a little , 
Philo- 
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Phitothens; but the apprehenſio1 10n. 1$ 

ſo deeply rivetted into my niinde , 

that fuch R hetoricall Flouriſhes: can- 

not at all looſen or bruſh it our. | 
 XXv. Philoth. Well then, give me leave, | 
Thar there H3ylobares, to attaque you ſome other 
for intrie= Way. Did you not ſay evennow, 
F /ſccall ro that what-ever has no Extenſion or - 
_— Amplitude is nothing ? 

Hyl. | did, and do not repent me 
of {o ſaying. For'I doubt not but 
that it is true. 

Philoth. Wherefore Extenſion Or 
Amplitde is an intrinſecall or eſſen- 
tial Property of Ens quatenus Ens, as 
the Metaphyfſicians phraſe it. 

EC _ Hl. Itis ſo. | 
_ — Philoth. And what is an intrinſecall 
ia or effential Attribute of a thing, is in 
the thing it ſelf, 
Hjl. Where ſhould it be elſe? 
Philoth, Therefore there is Exten- 
lion in every thing or Entity. 
Hyl. It cannot be deny'd. 
Philoth. And it can as little be de- 
ny'd but that Motion is an Emtity , 1 
mean a Phyſrcall Entity. 
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Hyl. It cannot. 

Philoth. Therefore Extenſion is an 
intrinſecall property of Motion. 

Hyl. It muſt be acknowledged ; 
what then ? 

 Philoth. What then > Do you not 
yet ſee, Hylebares, how weak an A(- 
ſertion that of Des-Cartegas, T hat 
Extenſion and Matter are reciprocall? 
for you plainly ſee that Extenſion is 
intrinſecall to Motion, and yet Moti- 

on 18 not Matter. ; | 

Hyl. Motion 1s not Exs., but Modys 
Entis. 

Philath. Nay, by your favour, Hy- 
lobares, Motion is Og in ſome 
- ſenſ@ 1t may be ſaid to be Modus 
Yorports. 

Hyl. Methinks I am, I know not 
how, Philothers, 1Ilaqueated, but not 
truly captivated into an aſlent to 
your Concluſion. 

Philoth. That 1s becauſe you are 
already held captive in that inured 
Conceit of Des-Cartes, that makes 
you ſuſpect ſolid Reaſon for a So- 
phiſm, | 
H Hyl: 
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_ Hyl. If Motion were a thing that 
was looſe or exemptitions from Mat- 
ter, then I could not but be convin- 
ced that it had Extenſion of its own 3 
bur being it is a mere Mode of Mat- 
ter, that cannot paſs from it intoan- 
other Subject, it hasno other Exten- 
fion then.ghat of the Matter it ſelf it 
1s in. 

Philoth. But if it have another Ef- 
ſence from the Matter itſelf, by your 
own conceſlion it muſt however have 
another Extenſion. Beſides,you feem 
miſtaken in m_—_ —— Motion. 
For I mean not fimply the Trgwſeati- 
on, but the vis a that pervades 
the whole body that is moved, Which 
both AKegins and Des-Cartes acknow- 
ledge exemptitiovs and loaſe,fo that it 
may paſs trom one part of Matter to 
another. 

Hyl. But what is that to we, Hf I. 
do nat? 

Phileth. It 1s at leaſt thus much to 
you, that you may take notice how 
raſhly and groundlefly both Des-Car- 
zes and Reginus afſlert Extenſion and 

Matter 
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Mattet to be reciprocall, while in 
the mean time they affirm that which 
according to your own judgement 
does plainly and convincingly inferr 
that Extenlion is more general then 
Matter. | 
Hl. It isSmuſt confeſs, a ſign that 
the appreherifions of men are very 
humourſome and libricous. 

Phileth. And therefore we muſt 
take heed, Hylobares, how we let our 


mindes cleave to the Opinion of any. 


man out of admitation of his Per- 
fon. | 


| Hyl. Thatis good advice, arid of * 


great conſequence (if it be given be- 
times) for the keeping.out of Errour 
and Falſhood. But when .a Phancy 
is once engrafted inthe Minde, how 

{hall one get-it out ? 
Philoth. I muſt confeſs I marvel 
much, Hyloberes, that you being ſo 
fully convinced that every real and 
Phyſicall Ex#ity has an intrinſecall 
Extenfion of its own, and that Mo- 
tion is a Phyſicall Entity different 
from Matter, you ſhould not be pre- 
"0 3 _ ſently 
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ently convinced that Motion has al- 


ſo an intrinſecall Extenſion of its 
own. To which you might adde, 
that the manner of the Extenſion of 
Matter 1s different from the nature 
of the Extenſion in Motion : the 
former being one ſing Extenſion, 
not to be leſſened nor increaſed 
without the leflening and increaſe of 
the Matter it ſelf; but the other a 
2radual Extenſion, to beleflened or 


augmented without any leflening or 


augmenting the Matter. Whence a- 
Yan 1t 15 a ſign that it has an Extenſ1- 
on of its own, reauplicative into it. 
iclf,or reducible to thinner or weaker 
degrees; while the Extenfion of the 
Matter remains ſtill fingle and the 
lame. "0 
Hy1. 1 muſt confels, Philothens,that 
I am brought to theſe ſtreights, that 
| muſt either renounce that Principle, 
That every Phyſicall Entity has an 
intrinſecall Extenſion of its own, as 
much as it has @ intrinlecall Efſence 
of its own, (which I know not how 
to doe) orclſeT muſt acknowledge 
that 
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gered in my judgement. 

Philoth. Give meleave then, Hylo- 
bares, to follow my blow with. one 
ſtroke more, and ſee if I cannot '* 
_ ſtrike your Opinion to the ground. 


TOI 


that ſomething beſides Matter is ex- 
tended. ButI muſt take time to con- 
fider of it. I am ſomething ſtag- 


XXVI. 
That tizere 
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ovable 
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Hyl. Do, Philotheas. 1 will ſtand dint 


the ſhock of it. 

Philoth. Place your ſelf then under 
the Aquinochial Line, Hylobares. 

Hyl. Is 1t not better being in this 
cool Arbour ? 

Philoth. T hope the mere Imagina- 
tion of the Torrid Zone will not heat 
you. But you may place your ſelf in 
a more Temperate Clime, It you 
pleale. 

Hyl. What then, Philothews £ 

Philoth. Shoot up an Arrow per- 
pendicularly from the Earth; the 
Arrow, you know, will return to 
your foot again. 

Hyl. It the winde hinder not. But 
what does this Arrow aim at 2 

Phileth, This Arrow has deſcribed 

H 3 onely 


from that 


of movable : 


Marter. 
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onely right Lines with its point, u 
wards —_ downwards, in the _ 
but yet, holding the motion of the 
Earth, It muſt uo have defcribed in 
ſome ſenſe acicular or COrTINSar 
Line. ' h 

Hy. It muſt fo. 

Philoth. But if you be fo impati- 
ent of the heat abroad, neither your 
body nor your phancy need ſtep out 
of this cool Bowre. Conſider the 
round Trencher that Glaſs ſtands up- 
on; itis a kinde of ſhort Cylinder , 
which you may eaſily imagine a foot 
longer, 1f you will. 

Hyl. Very eakily, Philotheas. 

Philoth. And as eaſily phan(y. a Line 
drawnfrom the top of the Axis of. 


that Cylinder to the: Peripherie of the 


;Circumy olution : "> 


Baſes. 
' Hyl. Every jot as ealtly. 

Philoth, Now imagine this Cylin- 
derturned round on its Axis. Does 
not that Line from the top of the 
Axis tothe Peripherie of the Baſis ne- 
cei]arily deſcribe a Conicym 11 one 


+a 


Divine Dialogues. 


Hyl. It does ſo, Philothews. 
Philoth. But it deſcribes no fuch 


103. 


Figure in the woodefi Cylinder it 


ſelt : Asthe Arrow in the aereal or 
material Aquinodtial Citcle deſcribes 
not any line but a right one. In what 
therefore does the one deſcribe,ſup- 
pole, a circular Line, the other a Co- 
nicues ? 

Hyl. As I live, Philothens, I am 
{ſtruck as it were with Lightning 
from this ſurprizing conſideration. 

Philoth. I hope, Hylobares, you dte 
pierced with ſome meaſure of Illumi- 
nation. 

Hyl. I am fo. 

Philoth. And that you are con- 
vinced, that whether yox [ive or no, 
that there ever was, is, and ever 
will be an i-»movable Extenſion d1- 
{tint from that of »wovable Matter. 

Hyl. This evidently demonſtrates 
the exiſtence of the ancient Demo- 
critiſh Vacuum, and withall that Ex- 
tenfion and Matter are not conver- 
tible terms 3+ for which yet Carteſiws 


ſo much contends. This Conceit is 
H 4 ſtruck, 
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ſtruck quite dead with the point of 
the Arrow deſcribing a curvilinear 
Line in the ſteady AquinodalCircle. 
And if it ſhould;ever offer to flame 
aut again into life in my thoughts, - I 
would uſe the Comicurm as an Extin- 
guiſher to {mother it. 
 Philop. What a chearfull thing the 
apprehenſion of Truth is, that it 
makes Hylobares ſo pleaſant and fo 
witty ? : 
Cuph. But methinks he claps his 
wings before the Victory, or rather 
\ibmits before he be overcome. For 
it may be ſcaſonably ſuggettcg, that 
It is real Extenſion and Aatter that are 
terms convertible ; but that Extenſ1- 


an whercia the Arrow-head deſcribes 


Dioe. La- 
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a curvilinear Line is onely imagi- 

24ry. | 
Hyl. But it is ſo imaginary, that it 
cannot pollibly be di{-1imagined by 
bumane underſtanding. Which me- 
thinks ſhould be no ſmall earneſt that 
there Is more then an imaginary Be- 
ing there. And the ancient Atamiſts 
called thus Vacuuy wu avagy ovow, the 
intangible 


Divine Dia logues. 


:#tangible nature; which is a ſign the 
thought it ſome real thing. Whi 
appears farther from their declaring, 
that this and Atomes were the onely 
true things, but that the reſt were 
mere Appearances. And Ariſtotle 
ſomewhere in his Phyſichs exprelly 
declares of the Pythagoreans , that 
they beld there was a Yacuum, from 
an infinite ſpirit that pervades Hea- 
'ven or the Univerſe, as living and 
breathing 1n virtue thereof. 

Emiſt. 7 remember the paſlage very 
well: it is1n the fourth Book and the 
{xth Chapter . Eras S thagev x; 04 Tv- 
Sezoperoet xa18Y, x), Emeror: var aro md very hr 
Ts 4 Tips TV pars ws Av avantoum. | 

Bath. As if this Pythagorick Vacu- 
474 were that to the Univerſe' which 
the Aire 1s to particular Animals, 
that wherein and. whereby they live 
and breathe. Whence it is manifeſt 
the Pythagorearns held it no imaginary 
Being. 

Hyl. And laſtty, O Cuphophron, 
unleſs you will flinch from the Di- 
cates of your ſo highly-admixcd 

: Des+ 
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Des-Cartes, foraſmuch as this Yacunne. 
is extended, and meaſurable, and the 
like, it muſt be a Reality 3 becauſe 
Nor entis nulla eft Aﬀe@io, according 
to the Reaſonings of your beloved 
Maſter. From whence it ſeems evi- 
dent that there is an extended Sub- 
ſtance far more ſubtile then Body, 
that pervades the whole Matter o 7 
the Univerſe. 

Bath, Excellently well argued, O 
Hylobares! Thou art become not only 
a Diſciple, but a very able Champion 
for the Truth of Immaterial Beings, 
and therefore art not far oft from the 
right apprehenfion of the Nature of 
God. Of whoſe Eſſence I muſt con- 
fels I have always been prone to 


think this ſubtile Extenſion (which a 


man cannot diſ-imagine but muſt 
needs be) to be a more obſcure ſha- 
dow or adumbration, or to be a more 


general and confuſed apprehenſion 


of the Divine Amplitude. For this 
will be neceſlarily, though all Mat- 
rer were annihilated out of the 


World. Nay indeed this is antece- 
dent 
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dent to all Matter, foraſmuch as no 
Matter nor any Being elſe can be con- 
ceived to be but in this. In this are 
all things neceſlarily apprehended zo 
live and move and have their being. © 
Sophr. Lord, thou haſt been our 
| dwelling-place in all generations. Be- 
fore the Monntains were brought forth, 
| or ever thou hadft formed the Earth or 
| the World: even from everlaſting to 
| everlaſting thou art God. | 
Bath. Whence the CY have 
not valnly attributed thoſe Titlesof 
0 and 1978 unto God, who is 
the Immovable Alover, Receptacle and 
Suſtainer of all things. Anſwerable to 
what Hylobares noted of the Opinion 
of the Pythagorears,who have a great 
affinity with the ancient Cabbabkfts. 
Cnph. What Myſterious conceits 
h& Bathynous of what can be but a 
mere Vacuum at beſt? _ 
- Bath. It is an Extenſion plainly di- 
frin&t from that of Matter, and more 
neceſſarily to be imagined in this 
diltin&tneſs then that Extenſion of 
Matter, and therefore a ground 1n- 
rs a finitely 
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finitely more certain of the Exiſtence 
of an infinite Spirit then the other of 
indefinite Matter. For while that 
Extenſlon which Carteſss would 
build his Matter on is conceived 
movable, this Spirit is neceſlarily ſup- 
oled in which it a#oves, as appears 
from Philothexs his Inſtances. & that 
this 1s the Extenſion onely which muſt 
imply the necellity of the exiſtence 
of ſome real Being thereunto ap- 
ertaining 3 which therefore muſt 
- coincident with the Efſence of 
God, and cannot but be a Spirit, be- 
cauſe it pervades the Matter'of the 
Univerle. 
Cuph. It 1s onely the Capacity of 
Matter. Bathynous. 
Bath. What do y-u mean by Ca- 
pacity, Cyphophron 4 Matter in po- 


 tentra®t 


Cuph. Yes. 

Bath. But we conceive this Exten- 
fon loolly diftindt from that of Mat- 
ter : that of Matter being movable , 
this 722m0vable; that of Matter diſ- 
cerpible, this indiſcerpible. For 1 It 

were | 
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were diſcerpible, it would be alfo 
movable, and ſo ipſo fa&o diſtinguiſh 
it ſelf from the indiſcerpible and 
Immovable Extenſion. But when 
Ens potenti4 1s once made Ens ar, 
_ they are one and the ſame undivided 
Eſſence actually exiſtent,nor can poſ- 
fibly be looſe from one another while 
they are : As your Metaphyſicall wit 
cannot but cally apprehend. 

Cuph, I cannot ſo eaſily apprehend 
it inthis caſe, Bathynons, wh muſt, 
with Des-Cartes, make Extenſion and 
Matter reciprocall. For I am cer- 
tain I amillaqueated with a mere So- 
phiſm, foraſmuch as I eaſily conceive 
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that, 1f God were exterminated as 


well as Matter out of the World, yet 
this Extenſion you talk ſo — 
| cently of would to my deluded phan- 


cy ſeem neceſlarily to remain. But 


if there were no God nor Matter, 
there would be nothing. W hich 1s a 
plain ſ1gn that this remaining Exten- 
lion 1s the Extenſion of nothing, and 
therefore that it ſ«c]f is nothing but 
our Imagination. 

Bath, 
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Bath, This is cunningly fetch'd a- 
bout, O Cuphophron. qt if you 
well edukiten. dn, this hk of 
yours, which ſeems to be againſt me, 
1s really for me. For inthat you ac- 
ire” that while you canceive 


_ God-exterminated out of the World, 


this Extenſion does notwithſtanding 
remain, It is but an Indication of 
what is true, that the conception of 
God's being exterminated out of the | 
World implies a Contradiction, as 
moſt certainly it does. For no El- 
ſence that is exterminable can be the 
Eftence of God, foraſmuch as his 


_ Eflence implies neceſſary Exiſtence. 


Wherefore that God which you did 
exterminate, that is pos. ſay, conceived 
exterminable, was a nt of your 
own : but that rag an which re- 
mains to you whether you will or no, 
is really and idennifically coincident 
with the Amplitude of ts Eſfence of 

God. Whence we may ſee not one- | 
ly the folly, but the impiety, of the 


other Poſition, which would tranſ- 


plant that maig | Prerogative _ God, 
I mgayg 
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I mean his neceſſary Exiſtence,upon 
Matter,upon pretence that whatever 
is ext muſt be ſuch 3 and with- 
all neceſſarily exterminate God out 
of the Univerſe with as many as can- 
not conceive any thing. to be but 
whatis extended, that is to ſay, has 
ſome kinde of Amplitude or other. 

Hyl. And therefore it had been my _ 
inevitable fate to have been an Athe- ps 3 
iſt, had not Philethexs ſo fortunately touching the | 
freed me from ſo miſchievous a con- 54974 
ceit by thoſe Inſtances of the Cowi- Keefer, 
cum ant Arrow. For Ido moſt im- S*/e «4 
mutably apprehend thereby , that tj; 
there is an Extenſion diſtin from 
that of Matter, which though we 
ſhould admit to be imaginary, yet 
this at leaſt will reſult therefrom, 
That Extenſion being thus neceſſari- 
ly applicable as well to imaginary 
things as to real, it is rather a Logicall 
Notion then a Phyſicall, and conſe- 
quently is applicable to all Objeds 
as well Metaphyſecall as Phyſical. 

Cuph. As well Phantaſticall or Ima- 
ginary as Phyſicall, you (Mould ſay, 

| Hy lobares. 
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Hylobares, For if any real thing 
be extended, it 1s pſ0 oy Matter, 
as that Oracle of Philoſophy has con- 
cluded, I mean Kenatus Des-Cartes. 
Hyl. That is again ſpitefully in- 
terpoſed, Cuphophron, (bur not at all 
proved) and yet repugnantly to-your 
own admired Oracle, who has decla- 
red, as told you before, that N3h3lz 
nulla eſt affei0. Wherefore there be- 
ing a meaſurable Extenſion diſtinct 
| from that of Matter, there is alſo a 
Subſtance diſtinCt from Matter, which 
therefore muſt be 3»2material, and 
conſequently Actaphyſicall. But that 
there 1s an Extenſion diſtin& from 
Matter, is apparent in that Inſtance 
of the Conicum. | 
Cuph. There is no teal deſcription 
of a Conicum, Hylobares, nor in any 
Extenſion but that of the wooden 
Cylirider it (elf. Theſe are Whims 
and turnings of our Phancy onely : 
andthen we make grave Theologi- 
call Inferences, and Uſes of Reproot, 
as if we carried all before us. 
Hyl. Anſwers me but with patience, 
Cupl. 9+ 
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Cuphophron, and doubt not but I ſhall 
quickly convince.you , that there is 
more then Phancy tn thoſe arguings. 
I will appeal to your Keaſor, your 
Imagination, and your Sexſe. What 
therefore is it; O Cuphophrov, to de- 
ſcribe Figure; as the Mathematici- 
ans ſpeak, but to draw ſome Exten- 
ſur or ſome point of it through the 
parts bf ſome other Extenſam, ſo that 
the parts are paſſed through of that 
Extenſum in which the Figure 1s ſaid 
to be deſcribed ? 

Cuph. Right, Hylobares, that is plain 
at firſt ſight; 

Hyl. This to gtatifie your Reaſor.. 
But farther too to careſs your Serſe 
and Phancy, let us fmagine for that 
wooden Cylinder a glaſs one, with a 
red Line in it for its 4xzs, and from 
the top of this 4x3 another red Line 
drawn dowr tothe Peripherie of the 
Baſt ; which Lines would' be viftble 
- to your very ſight through the tran(- 

arent Glaſs. | 

Cieph, A firie thing to play with 1 
Hylobares 3 what then ? wy” 
& aodit2)f3yl. | 
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HyE. 1 would have you play with 


ſuch athing , O Cuphophron , but in 


ſuch ſort, as to make it turn ſwiftly 
upon its Axis. And there will appear 
to your very fight a red Conicnm, like 
the uſual ſhape of an Extinguiſher. 
If the Line were blew. it would be 
like it ſomething in colour as well as 
figure. This I conceive ( for I ne- 
ver try'd it, nor thought of it before 
now ) you might diſtinatly ſee in 
the Glaſs. 

Cuph. A goodly fight : but what 
of all this? 

Hyl. T demand in what Extenſum 
this Coxicum 1s deſcribed. 

Cuph. In the ſame 1t is ſeen, name- 
ly in the Glaſs, Hylobares. 

hl. You anſwer what is impoſſt- 
ble, Cxphophron, and againſt your 
firſt concellion. For the red Line 
does not paſs through the parts of 
the Glaſs, but is carried along with 
them, and therefore cannot deſcribe 
the Conicum in it. But there 1s a Cont- 
ear deſcribed even to your very 
*enſe, In what Fxtenſum F ag" Is 


*s{cCribed 2? Cuph. 
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Cuph. In an 1maginary Extenſum. 
Hyl. But what 1s ima ginary Crupho- 
dhron, is a Figment made at pleaſhre 
by us : But this Extenſum we cannot 
diſ-1magine, as I told you before, but 
it-1s whether we will orno: For no 


Figure can be drawn but through the 


parts of ſome Extenſum. 

Cuph. IT am caſt upon the ſame An- 
{wers again that I was before : Then 
it 1s the Zdea of a\pollible Extenſum , 
which indeed the glaſs-Cylinder athu- 
ally is. ' 

 Hyl. Thatis to ſay, It is the parti- 


cular or individual poſſible 1deq. of 


that Extenſum which the glaſs-Cylin- 
der is actually. 

Cuph. It is that, or elſe I confeſs I 
know not what it is. It is a mockery 
of the minde, it is a troubleſome Fal- 


lacy. 


the red Line that deſcribes the Cori- 
cr 1s 1n the Glaſs, not in our Brain. 


Cupb. Therefore I muſt mean the 


Object of that 7dea. 
Et . 2: ix 17 = 


Hyl. But you do not mean any 14ea 
in our Brain by this-poſiible 7dea. For 
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Hyl. But is not the actual deſcri- 
bing of a Figure in a mere poſſible 
Extenſums like ſenſe to the writing of 
an actual Epiſtle in a poſlible ſheet of 
Paper ? Beſides, this particular or 1n- 
dividual poſſible Idea of the Exten- 
ſum which this particular Cylinder 1s 
adually 1s an immovable Extenſum , 
but this Cylinder removable from 
ir even While it does exiſt. How 
can it then be that particular poſ- 
ſible Extenſum which the Cylinder 
1s actually? But admit it could be, 
and let this Cylinder be removed 
from this poſſible immovable Exter- 
ſum, and another Cylinder of the 
ſame bigneſs ſucceed into its place. 
Now this ſecond Cylinder 1s aGwally 
that particular Extenſum which ſtill 
the ſame individual poſſible Exterſunc 
is or wasSpotentially, And ſo both the 
firſt and ſecond Cylinders are one and 


_ the ſame individual Cylinder : For 


one 1mdividual Poſſibility can afford no 
more then one individual AFnality in 


the world. And therefore one and 


_ the ſame Cylinder is in two diſtant 


places at once. Sophr. 
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Sophr. T his makes|Cuphophron rub 


his temples. I believe he is confoun- 
ded in the mid(t of this hot and ha- 
{ty Career he has taken afreſh in the 
behalf of Des-Cartes. Let me help 
him a little. It may be that immove- 
able poſhible Cylindricall Exterſum 
is the Gewws of the two other Cylin- 
ders, and, as I remember, * Des-Cartes 
intimates ſome ſuch thing. 

Hyl. But how can that which 1s 
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immovable , O Sophron , be the Ge«. 


244 of thoſe things that are mxovable 2 
And we will ſuppoſe both theſe Cy- 
linders removed from this poſbible 
Cylindricall Extey/am , and thus the 
Gexns will be deſerted of its Speczes , 
and the Speczes deſtitute of their Ge- 
2x5, Whichcanbe good in no Logick 


but Cxphophron's or Des-Cartes's. But 


if by Gems you mean a mere Logl- 
call Notion,that 15 onely in the Brain, 
which the red Line ts not , but 1n the 

Glaſs. 
__ Sophr. Nay, I perceive thgre is no- 
dealing with Hylobares when his wit 
1s qace awakened. I am preſently 
L 3 forced. 


* x18 


E XAIX, 

| Thc efſerti- 
| al Proper- 
149% of 

| Matter. , 


Divine Dialogues. 
forced to ſound a retreat. And yet [I 
care not to caſt this one conceit more 
at him before I run away, What if I 
ſhould ſay it is onely fpatinm imagina- 
rinm, Hylobares ? 

Hyl. Then you would onely fay 
but what in effect Cyphophror has ſaid 
twice already. Burt I tell you , So- 
phron , that the Extenſion of this 
Space which you call 772agimary 1s re- 
al. For whatſoever is a real AfﬀeGion 
or Attribnte any-where,(and you know 
Extenſion is ſoin Matter ) #* every- 
where real where it 3s deprehended to be 
independently on our imagination. And 
that this Extenſion 1s actual, neceſla- 
ry and independent on our imaginati- 
on, is plamly diſcoverable in thoſe 
Inſtances of the Arrow and Conicus. 

Philoth. You are an excellent Pro- 
ficient, Hylobares, that can thus vary, 
emprove and maintain things from to 
tew and {lender hints. I never ſpoke 
with better ſucceſs to any one in all 
my life touching theſe matters. £1 

Hyl. I finde my ſelf hugely at eaſc 
ſince your freeing me , O Philotheys, 

from 


Divine Dialogues. 


from that prejudice, that whatſoever 
i extended muſt be Matter. Whence 
I can now eaſily admit the Exiſtence 
of Spirits z but have therefore the 
hor Curioſity , and find my ſelf 
nely at leiſure, to be more puntu- 
ally inſtruted concerning the nature 

Philoth, I dare ſay, Hylobares, you 
will be able abundantly to inſtru& 
your ſelf touching that Point , if we 
do but firſt carefully ſettle the Notion 
of Matter, whoſe eſlence I conceive 
conliſts chiefly in theſe three Attri- 
butes, Self-diſnmity, Self-impenetrabi- 
lity, and Self-inaFivity. 

Hyl. But I deſire, O Philothens, to 
know the diſtin&t meaning of every 
one of theſe terms. 

Philoth. By Self-diſunity I under- 
ſtand nothing elſe but that Matter has 
no' Vinculun of its own to hold it to- 
gether, ſothat of it ſelf ic would be 
diſunited into a Cozgeries of mere 
Phyſical atonads, that 18, "into ſo Intle 
particles, that it implies a Contradi- 
fon they ſhould be leſs. 

I 4 Hy, 
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Hyh, T underſ(tand' the. Notion well 
enough. But what' makes you. attri- 
bute D:iſanity to Matter rather then 
firm Union of parts, eſpecially -you 
attributing 'Self-ina@iv:ty thereto 2 

Philoth. Becauſe there is no Yincu- 


lai imaginable in Matter to hold the 


parts together. For you know they 
are impenetrable, and therefore 
touch ane anvuther as it were in 
ſmooth Superficies's. How therefore 
can they hold together 2 what is the 
Principle of their Union? . 

Cuph. O, that 1s, very clear, Philo- 
thens ; that ſtupendtous Wit Des-Car- 
zes plainly tells ys that it is Reſt. 

Phaloth. But pray do yau tell me, 
Cuphrophroy, what is Reſt £ 

Cuph. That is eaſily underſtood 
from Motion, Which Des-Cartes 1nt1- 
mates to be the Separation or tran(la- 
tion of one part of Matter from the 
other. | 

Phitoth. And. ſo Reſt is the Union, 
. or V#ſcparateneſs of one part of Mat- 
ter from another. 


Cuph. I can imagine nothing elſe 


Y 
” 
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by i It, For if a whole maſs of Matter 
move together in one hard: piece, the 
whole is moved 3 but the parts in re- 
ſpe of one another, becauſe they 
do not ſeparate one from another , 
are ſaid to reſt. And on this account 
Motion 1s {aid to be reciprocal! , be- 
cauſe indeed Separation 1s fo. 

Philoth. T hen Reſt and UVnſeparate- 
zeſ3 of parts are all one. 

Cuph. It ſeems ſo. 

Philoth. And Unſeparateneſs and 
Onion all one. 

Cuph. The very ſame, Ithink. 

Philoth., Why then, Reſt and Uni- 
21: is all one, and ſo the Principle of 
the Urioz of the parts of Matter is 
the Union of their parts. | 

Hyl. Thati1s, they have no Pringi- 
ple of Union at all, and therefore of 
themſelves are difunited. 

Philoth. And there is great reaſon 
they ſhould have none, foraſmuch as 
they are to be bound together in ſuch, 
forms and meaſures as ſome more Dz- 
vine caule ſha)l order. 

Cyph. I think in my heart Philathe- 
; YS. 
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#s and Hylobares have both plotted 
a conſpiracy together againſt that 
Prince of Philoſophers, our admired 
Des-Cartes. 
Hyl. Philothens and I have conſpi- 
red in nothing, O a 3: neigh but 


what ſonoble a Philoſopher would 
commend us for, that is, the free 


ſearching out of truth : In which | 
conceive we are- not unſuccelsfull. 
For I muſt confeſs I am convinced 
that this firft Attribute of '/:::ter. as 
Philotheus has explained '! . '5 true. 
And for Self-impenetrability . it is ac- 
knowledged of all fides. But what 
do you mean , O Philotheus , by *if- 
inaqFivity 

Philoth. I mean that Matter does 
not move nor aCtuate it (elf, but is or 
has been alwaies excited by ſome 0- 
ther, and cannot modifie the motion 
It 1s excited into, but moves directly 
fo as it is firſt excited, unleſs =" 
externall cauſe hinder. 

Hyl. This I underſtand, and doubt 
not of the truth thereof. 

Cuph. This 1s no more then De-s- 

Cartes 
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Cartes himſelf allows of. 
Bath. And good reaſon, O Cupho- 
thron, he ſhould doe fo. For there 
being no Medinm betwixt Self-a&i- 
ity and Self-maGivity , nor betwixt 
Self-union and Self-diſumity , nor any 
immediate Genus to theſe diſtributt- 
ons, as Cogitation and Figure are to 
the kindes or modes under them, it 15 
n<cefſlary that one of the twain, and 
ot an indifferency to either, ſhould 
1: the innate Property of ſo ſimple 
an Eflence as Matter : and that there- 
fore Self-inaFivity and Self-diſunity 
ſhould be the Properties thereof, it 
being a paſltive Principle, and whol- 
ly to be guided by another. 
 Philoth. You fay right, Bathynous ; 
and the ConſeQtary from all this will 
be , T hat Sympathy cannot immedi1- 
ately belong to Matter. 

Hyl. Very likely. 

Philoth. We are fully agreed then 
touching the right Notion or nature 
of Matter, Hylobares. | 

Hzl. We are ſo, Philethens. 


Philoth. Can you then mils of 
the 
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the true Notlon of a Spirit f 

Hyl. Methinks I finde my ſelf a- 
ble to define it by the rule of Con- 
traries. For if Self-diſunity, Self-in- 
aFivity, Self-impenetrability, be the 
ellential Attributes of Mutter or Bo- 
dy ; then the Attributesof the oppo- 
lite ſpeczes, viz. of Spirit, muſt be Self- 
wnity, Self-a@ivity, Self-penetrability. 

Philoth, Very xight. And have you 
nat as diſtinct a Notion of every one 
of theſe Attributes as of the other ? 

Hyl. I will try. By the Self-anity of 
a Spirit F underſtand a Spirit to be 
immediately and eſſentially one, and to 
want no other Yinculuns to hold the 
parts together but its own eſſence 
and exiſtence; whence it is of its 
own nature i#4iſcerpible. 

Philoth. Excellently well defined. 

Hyl. This I am..carried to by my 
Reaſon. But methinks my Imaginati- 
on boggles and ſtarts back, and brings 
me into. 2 ſuſpician that it is the Nos 


tion of a thing that cannot be. For 
how can an extended Subſtance be 
zdivilible gr indiſcerpible 2 For gua- 

Tenns. 
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tens extended it muſt be diviſible. 
Philoth. It is true , it 1s 7ntel/eFually 
diviſible, but Phyſically indiſcerpible. 
Therefore this is the fallacy your 
Phancy puts upon you, that you 
make Tdiviſebility and Indiſcerpibili- 
ty all one.. Whar is 7teVe@Fnally divi- 
lible may be Phyſical/Findiviſible or 
indiſcerpible : as it is manifeſt in the 
nature of God, whoſe very Idea im- 
plies Indiſcerpibility,the contrary be- 
ing ſo plain an Imperfeftion. For 
wharſoever is diſcerpible is alſo mo- 


vable : But nothing is movable but 


muſt be conceived to move in that 
which 1s a neceſlary and immovable 
Eſſence, and which will neceflaril 

be, though there were nothing elſe 
in the world: which therefore muſt be 
the holy Eſſence of God, as Bathyno- 
xs has very well noted already, and 
ſeems to have light upon the true 
"73 enema nuvey & ximilon, which Ariſtotle 
fought for above the Heavens, but 
Bathynous has rightly found to be e- 
very-where. Wherefore at length to 
make our Inference 3 Jf it imply a 
Contra- 
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Contradifion , Hyloberes , that the 
Divine Extenfion ſhould be difcerpi- 
ble, extended Eflence quaterus exten- 
ded cannot imply Phyſical Divitt 
bility: | 

Hyl. It is very true, Philotbexs. 
Philoth, What binders then but Spi- 
rit quatermnus SMit , according to the 
right Idea thereof, be 1»ediately or 
e//entially one, that is to ſay, indiſcer- 
pible For what is immediately and 
eſlentia]ly one, and not inſtirumentally, 
or one by virtue of ſome other, 1s necel(- 
ſarily and immutably one, and it im- 
plies a Contradicion to be other- 
wiſe, while it at all is, and therefore i 
indiſcerpible. 
Cuph. Why , Philethens £ cannot 
the Omnipotence of God himſelf dif- 
cerp a Spirit, if he has a minde to it ? 
Philoth. He may annihilate a Spi- 
rit, if he will. But if a Spirit be im- 
mediately and eſſentially one. he can 
no more diſcerp it , then he can ſe- 


_ parate that Property, of having the 


power of the Hypoternuſz equal | to 


the powers of bath the Baſſs and 
m | Ca- 
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| Cathetus, from a re&angle-Triangle. 
Cuph. You know, Phalothens, Des- 
. Cartes aflerts that God might change 
this Property ofa reftangle-Triangle, 
if he would. 

Philoth. He does indeed ſay ſo, 
[but by way of aſlim jear to their ig- 
[norance, as he deems it, that are not 

aware of his ſuppoſed mechanicall ne- 
ceſlity of the reſult of all the Pheno- 


mena of theWorld from the mere mo- _ 
tion of the Matter. This piece of wit 


I ſuſpe& in this Paradox of that great 
Philoſopher. However , I will not 
contend with you, Cxphophron : Let 
but a Spirit be no more diſcerpible 
then that Property of a reCtangle- 
Triangle is ſeparable from it, and 
then we are agreed. 

Cuph. I am well pleaſed that we 
can agreein any thing that is compli- 
able with the Diftates of the noble 
Des-Cartes. | 

Philoth. Sol dare ſay ſhould we all, 
O Cxphophron : But I muſt po_ my 
purpoſe with Hylobares. W hat do you 


underſtand by Self-aFivity ina Spirs, 
Hylobares 2 Hgy- 
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Hyl. Tutderſtand an ative power 
im a Spirit, whereby it either modifics 
it ſelf according to its own nature, or 
moves the Matter regularly according 
to ſome certain Modifications it 1m- f 
preſſes upon it, uniting the Phyſeca! 
Monads into particles of ſuch magni- 
tude and figure, and guiding them 1n 
ſuch Motions as anſwer the end of the 
ſpiritual Agent; either conceived by 
It or incorporated into it. Whence 
there appears, as was ſaid, the reaſon 
why both Diſunity and Ina@Givity 
ſhould belong to Matter. 

Philoth. Very accurately and ſuc- 
cinaly anſwered, Hylobares. You are 


ſo nimble at it, that certainly you 


have thoiight of theſe Notions be- 


fore now. 


Hyl.l have read ſomething of them. 
But your dexterous defining the At- 
tributes of Matter might of it ſelf 
make me alittle more chearfully nim- 
ble at defining thoſe of a Spirit, . eſpe- 
cially now I cancloſe with the belict 
of its Exiſtence ,, which I could ne- 


ver doe heartily before. And for the 
” _ laft 
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laſt Attribute, which ſeemed to- me 
the moſt puzzling, -I mean that of 
Self-peretrability, it 18 now to me as 
calie a Notion as any : and I under- 
ſtand nothing elſe S, it , but that 
different - Spirits may be in the 


ſame ſpace, or that one and the-ſame 


may draw its Extenſion into a leſſer 
compaſs, and ſo have one parwof its 
eſſence lie in the ſame (hone with 
ſome others : By which power it is 
able to dilate or contraQ it ſelf. This 
[ eafily conceive may be a Property 
of any -cteated and finite Spirit, be- 
cauſe the Extehfion of no Spirit is 
corporeall, - 

Philoth. Very true. But did you 
not obſerve, Hylobares, how I re- 
moved Sympathy from the Capacity 
of Matter 2 

Hyl. Idid, Phiqyhews 3 and there- 
by 1 cannot þut collect that it 1s ſea- 


ted inthe Spiritualor Incorporcall Na- 


ture. AndI underſtand by this Sym- 
pathy, not a mere Compaſſroity; but ra- 


ther a CoaF#ivity of the Spirit in which | 


it does reſide ; which I concerve to 
= be 


129 


KY TS 
I PR" > ES Ig 
"IX." © 
"4, = 
S.4 
IAN 
ES 488 


130 


Divine Dialogues, 


be of great uſe in all perceptive S okay 
For in virtue of this Attribute, how- 
ever or in what-ever circumſtances 
they are affefted in one part, they 
are after the ſame manner affeCted in 
all. So that if there were a percep- 
tive Spirit of an infinite Amplitude 
and of an infinite exaltedneſs of 
Sympathy, Where-ever any percep- 
tive Energie emerges in this infinite 
Spirit, it is fuddenly and neceſlarily 
inall of it at once. For I muſt con- 
fels, Philothens, I have often thought 
of theſe Notions heretofore , but 
could never attribute them to a Spi- 
rit, becauſe I could not believe there 
was any ſuch thing as a Spirit, for- 
a{ruch as all Extenſion ſeemed to me 
to be corporeall. But your #qui- 
noctial Arrow has quite ſtruck that 
Exraur out of myQ@ginde. For the 
more I think of It, g. more Uunavol- 
dable ut ſeems to me, that that Exten- 
kon in thefquinocialCircle wherein 
the Arrow 1s carried in a curvilinear 
motion is not onely an Extenfjan di- 


' frin& from that of the Aereall Circle, 


but 
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but that it is an Extenſion of ſome- 
thing real and independent of our 


Imagination. Becauſe the Arrow 1s re- 
ally carried inſuch a curvilinear line , 


and we not being able to diſ-intagine it 


otherwiſe, we have as great a certain- 
ty for this as we have for any thing. 
For it isas certainly true as our Fa- 
culties are true : And we have no gred- 
ter certainty then that of our Faculties. 
And thus was the fole obſtacle that 
kept me off from admitting the Exi- 
ſtence of Spirits demoliſhed at once 
by the skilfull aſſaults of Philothewe. 
Philop, I am exceeding glad of it , 
Hylobates , and muſt owe. Philothews 
many thanks for his ſucceſsfull pains. 
The Spirituality of God then is not 
the leaſt prejudice to your belicf of 
his Exiſtence. 


Hyl. Not the leaſt, Philopolis. The 


Notion of a Spirit is now to me as 
calie and comprehenfible as that of 
Matter; and the Attributes of a Spi- 

rit infinitely more eafie then the com- 
_ petibleneſs of ſuch Properties as they 
muſt be forced to give. to Matter 
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 whodeny there 1s any ſuch thing as 
a Spirit in the world. 

Philop. Why then, you may with- 
out any more adoe proceed to the 
laſt Attribute of God which you pro- 

ounded. 

Hyl. I will, Phzlopolis. It was Om- 
nipreſency, T mean the eſſential Omni- 
preſency of God. For attending to 
the infinite Perfeftion of God accor- 
ding to his 7dea,l cannot but acknow- 
ledge his Eſſence to be infinite, and 
. therefore that he is eſſentially preſent 
_ every-where. And for thoſe that 
would cucumſcribe the Divine E(- 
fence , I would ask them , how the 
can make his Eſſence finite, and tus 
- Attributes infinite ; or to what extent 
they conceive him circumſcribed. To 
confine him to a Point were intole- 
rably ridiculous. And to pretend that 
the amplifying of his Eflence beyond 
this were any advantage or PerfeCti- 
on, wcre plainly to acknowlege that 
the taking away his eflential Om- 
nipreſency 1s to attribute to him an 
inhnite Impertection. For any Cir- 

| cum- 
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cumſcription implies an infinite De- 
fet. Theſe conſiderations, O Philo- 


polis, force me to believe that God is 
- eſſentially Omnipreſent, and that he 


pervades all things, even to all infi- 


nite imaginable ſpaces. But when I 
have thus concluded with my ſelf, I 
am caſt off again with a very rude 
and Iimportune check , as if this were 
to draw down the Divinity into miry 
Lakes and Ditches and worſe-ſented 
places, and to be as unmannerly in 
our thoughts tothe true God as Or- 
phens 1s1n his expreſſions to the Pagan 
Jupiter, 
Zed xvNes, pze Stay, HAVLEvE 46-@ÞH. 
Exiſt, It is the very verſe that Gre- 
gory Nazianzen quotes in his Inve- 
Fives againſt Julian the Apoſtate, and 
does ſeverely reproch the Poet for 
the Slovenhnefs and Ulnmannerlineſs 
of his ſtyle. 
Cuph. And well he may, Exuiſtor. 
Exiſt. But how ſhall we redeem ou 
Imagination from this Captivity into 
ſuch ſordid conceits ? 


 Cuph, I cantell, Exiſtor, and Iam 
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very glad of the opportunity of the 
ſhewing the uſcfulneſs of a peculiat 


Notion I have of the Ozayrpreſency of | 


God, to ſolve ſuch Difficulties as 
this of Hylobares, 

Hyl. For the love of the truth , 
good Cyphophron, declare It,- 

Cuph. But it is ſo ſublime, la ſubtzl 
and ſo elevated , O Hylobares, (though 
not the leſs ſolid ) that I queſtion 
whether it will be diſcretion to com- 
mit it tounprepared ears, 

Hyl. Why ? you Tee, Cuphophroz, 


thatÞ am not altogether an undocible 


Auditour of Metaphylicks, by Phr- 
lotheus his ſucceſs upon me. Beſides, 


1t is againſt the profeſled freedome of 


Philolophizing in theſe our Meetings 
to ſuppreſs any thing, and the more 
injurious, in that you have ſet aur 
mouths a-watering by the mentioning 
of ſo excellent a Notion, and fo ſer- 
viceable for the lolving this preſent 
Dithculty touching the Divine O1- 
niprelence. 
 Cuph. Well, Hylobares, becauſe you 
do thus forcibly cxtort it, I will not 
ſuppreſs 
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ſuppreſs my judgement concerning 
this matter. | 


Hyl. What isitthen, dear Cupho- 


phron 2 
 Cuph. That God 3s no-where : and 
therefore neither in miry Lakes nor 


dirty Ponds, nor any other ſordid 


places. 

Hyl. Ha ha he. Cuphophrey , this 1s 
a ſubti] Solution, indeed, to come 
fromone that does, I think, as firmly 
adhere to the belicf of a God as any 
_ one in the whole Company. If all the 
Atheiſts in Ztaly, in Ergeland, in En- 
ropes ſhould hear this pious Solution 
of thine, they would aſluredly with 
_ one voice cry out, Amen, venerable 
 Cuphophron. 


Cuph. It's much, Hylobares, the A- 


theiſts ſhould be ſo univerſally de- 
yout. 

Philop. Tis Solution ſcems to me 
point-blank againſt the very words 
of Scripture; If Tclimb up into Hea- 
ven, thou art there 5, if Ideſtend to the 
bottoms of the Sea, thou art there alſo : 
and the like. And again, 1z him we 
"4 live 
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live and move and have our being. If 
we have all this in him, we have it 
no-where , if he be no-where, nor 
are we any-where our ſelves. 

Philoth. 1 han that Cuphophren's 


' meaning is, 'that God is no-where 


circumſcriptive. 

Cuph. 1 meain he 1s no-where eſſen- 
tially, Philothens. 

Phaloth. Monſter of Opinions ! 

Sophr. The P ythagoreans and Plato- 
wiſts, and all the eſtabliſhed RKelrgi- 
ons of the Civalized parts of the 
world, are for the eflential Omni- 


preſence of God: onely Ariſtotle 


places him on the Primmm mobile ; 
whom Pomponatins, Cardan and Vayi- 
21s follow. Nor do I know any o- 
ther Opinion, nor could I imagine a- 


'ny more Diviſions touching God's 


Preftence, but of thoſe that would 
place him at leaſt ſome-where,, or 
clſc af thoſe that would declare him 
every-Where. But now we are come 
from every-where to ſome-where , 
and from ſome-where to no-where at 
all. This 1 'sa ſtrain of wit, I ſuppoſe, 
| pecu- 
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peculiar to this preſent Age. 
Cxph. It may be ſo,O Sophron. For 1 
think no Age within the Records of 
Hiſtory has produced more elevated 
Wits then this preſent Age has done, 
Bath. 1 (uſpe&t this new Concert, 
O Cuphophron,of God's being no-where, 
1s thagyaggith ivggeſtion of ſome {ly 
and $senlking Atheiſts, ( with which 
ſort of people this preſent Age a- 
bounds) who , upon pretence of ex- 
tolling the Nature of God above the. 
capacity af being ſo much debaſed as 
to be preſent with any thing that is 
extended , have thus ſtretched their 
wits to the utmoſt extent to lift the 
Deity quite out of the Univerſe, 
they 1nlinuating that which cannot 
but imply as much in their own judg- 
ments. For it 1s evident that that 
which 1s no-where is not at all. 
Wherefore it mult needs make fine 
Hearing (port with theſe elevated wits, 
while they ſce their 111-1ntended Rail- 
lery ſo devoutly taken up for chot- 
ceſt and ſublimeſt pieces of natural 
Theologic by well-meazing, bur leſs 
| | | | Cau- 


Divine Dialogues. 


cautious, Contemplators of Philoſo- 
phicall matters. | 
Exiſt. Is not this ſomething inho- 
ſpitall for us all to fall upon C»pho- 
phron thus in his own Arbour at once? 
Cuph. No, Eiſtor, there is nothing 
committed againſt the laws of Hoſpi- 
tality, but all tranſacted accomfmne 
that Liberty that 1s given aMWoften 
made uſe of in theſe our Philoſophi- 
call Meetings. They are not at all 
uncivil, though you be extremely 
much a Gentleman, Euiſtor, and it may 
be a more favourable Eſtimatour of 
my diſ{treſled Opinion then the reſt. 
Enxift, I muſt confeſs I think none 
can conceive better of your Perſon, 
Cuphophron, then my ſelf; but your 
Ailertion of God's being no-where is 
the moſt odd and unexpected Aflerti- 
on that ever I heard in my life; and, 
but that you are ſo very well known 
for your Piety otherwiſe, I ſhould 
have.thought to haye been the voice 
of a down-right Atheiſt. You will 
pardon this liberty. 
- Cuph. I to'd you at firſt, Euiſtor, 
that 
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that the Notion was more then ordi- 
narily ſubt:l and ſublimec Theſe things 
| are not apprehended in an inſtant. 

Hyl. 1 but a man may 1n almoſt leſs 
thenan Inſtant diſcover the Aflertion 
| to be impoſlible , ſuppoſing God has 
any Effence at all, as Philothexs or Ba- 
thynougcould quickly convince you. 

Philoth. I he Cauſe is in a very 
good hand ; I pray you proceed, Hy- 
lobares. 

Hyl. Tell me then firſt , O Cupho- 


| phron, whether God be not as eſlenti- 


ally preſent every-where as he 1s a- 
ny-where. 

Cuph. That I muſt not deny, Hylo- 
bares : He 1s. 

Hyl. And whether his eſſential At- 
tributes be not in his Eſſence, not out 
of 1t. 

Cuph. Who can imagine to the con- 
trary ? 

Hyl. And whether Omnipotency , 
wherein 1s contained the power of 
moving the Matter, be not an eſlenti- 
al Attribute of God. | 

 Cuph. That 1s univerſally acknow- 
lecged. Hyl. 
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 Hyl. And that he does or did ſome- 
time move atleaſt ſome part of the 
Matter. 

Cuph. That Des-Cartes himſelf af- 
ſerts, with whom I am reſolved to 
ſtand and fall. 

Hyl. Now I demand, it it be poſli- 
ble for the Matter to be moved by the 
Power of God, unleſs there be an 
Application of God's Power to the 
Matter. 

Caph. It is not poſſible , Hyhobares. 

Hyl. Nor the Power , being onely 
in the Eſſence , not out of it, to be 
apply'd without the Application or 
preſence of the Eſſence to that part 
of the Matter the Power acts upon. 

Cuph. 1am ſurpriſed. 

Hyl. And er A there being a ne- 
celiity that the Eſſence of God ſhould 
be preſent to ſome part of the Mat- 


ter at leaft, according to your own 


conceſhion, it is preſeyt to all. 

Cuph. And ſol believe you will in- 
ferr , Hylobares , that the Divine Ef- 
ſence 1s in ſome ſenſe extended. 

Hyl. That indeed, Caphophron , 
miglit 
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| might be inferred, if need were, that 
| there 1s an Amplitzde of the Divine 

Eflence. 

K Bath. It might; but this in the 
mean time moſt feaſonably noted : 
How that that Atheiſticall Plot laid 
againſt the Exiſtence of God in that 
bold Aflertion, [ That there can be no 
Extenſion or Amplitude, but it muſt 
neceſſarily be Matter ] being defea- 
| ted by the Notion of the eſſemtial Om- 
2ipreſence of God, to make ſure work, 
and to baffle the Truth, they raiſed 
this ſablizwe and elevated Fiction, that 
in ſtead of God's being every-where, 
according to the univerſal Opinion of 
all ſober men, that his Nature is ſuch 
that he car be no-where: without 
which far-fetch'd Subterfuge they 
could never have born two faces un- 
der one hood, andplay'd the Atheiſt 
and Deiſt at once, profeſiing God was 
no-where, and yet that he was. 

Cxph. Is this your Sagacity or deep 
Melancholy , Bathynoxs, that makes 
you ſurmize ſuch Plots againſt the 
Deity? For I have no more Plot 

| again(t 
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againſt God , then againſt my own 
Soul , which I hold.to. be a Spirit. 
And I hold God to be no-where, not 
as he is God, but as he is an Intellectu- 
al Spirit: for I hold of all Spirits, 
that they arc no-where. | 

Hyl. It ſeems then, Cxphophron, that 
the Plot aims farther then we thought 


on, not onely to exclude God, but 


all the Orders of Spirits that are, out 
of the. world. | 
Cxph. I know not what you call ex- 
cluding out of the world , Hylobares ; 
{ am ſure I do not mean any excluding 
out of Being. 
Hyl. That 1s mercifully meant, O 
Cuphephron 5 but we cannot conceive 
they arc, if they may not be upon a- 
ny other terms: then you conceit 
them. And it is a wonder to me, 
that .you do not eaſily difcern your 
own Soul to be fome-mhere , if 'you 
can diſtinaly diſcern her to be ar all. 
Cxpb. I do moſt intimately and di- 
ſtinctly perceive my own Soul or 
Minde to be, and that I amit. and 
yet without being any-where at all. 
| Hyl. 


Hyl. But cannot you alſo think of 
two things at once , O Caphophron £2 

Cuph. Every man can doe that that 
can compare two things or two Idea's 
one with the other: For if he do 
not think of them at once, how can 
he compare them ? 

HyL. Let not go therefore this per- 
| ception you have of your ſelf, but 
raiſe up alſo the 7dea or Remem- 
| brance of the indefinitely-extended 
Matter of the Univerſe, which is 
diſcontinued no-where,, but reaches 
from yoxr ſelf to infinite ſpaces round 
about you, or is continued from in- 
finite ſpaces round about till it 
reach your thinking gelfſþip. Can 
you be furrounded by all this, and 
yet be no-where? Or can you com- 
pare your diſtinct Selfjþijp with this 
tmmenſe compaſs, and yet not con- 
ceive your (clt ſurrounded ? 

C#pb. I compare what is no-where 
with that which i every-where, aud 
ftinde them to be dx/ubmile. 

Hyl. You ſuppoſe your Minde or 
Soul no-where firſt, or rather lay 
O, 
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ſo, though you cannot conceive it , 
and then you cry- out that the Uni- 
verſe and ſhe are eau) :. Which 


errour , if you were unprejudiced , - 


this Conſideration would convince 


you of, eſpecially back/'d with what 


palpably falls under ſenſe. 
- Cuph. What's that, Hylobares 

Hyl: The Soul's being touch'd and 
transfix'd, as it were, from red! Ob- 
jects. ab extra round about, from-a- 
bovgwand beneath and 'from-every 
fide?” Which would be notoriouſly 
perceptible to you',. if you could 
pearch your ſelf , as a' Bird ,'@n the 
top of ſome high Steeple; = 

'-Cuph. It is more ſafe to ſuppoſe the 
. Experiment;then te try it. But what 
then, Hylobares'? * 

Hyl. There being from above and 
beneath and, from every ſide round 
from thoſe externall Objecs_( ſup- 
poſe of Sight ) Motion tranſmitted 
to the perceptive Soul her ſclf 
through the Air and Organs of her 
Body , and ſhe palpably peroeiving 
her {ſelf thus affected from things 
round 
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round about her, it is manifeſt from 
thence that1he is in the midſt of them, 
according agſhe plainly feels her ſelf 
to be, and that conſequently ſhe is 
me-where.. 22 
Cuph. That which. 1s no-where can- 
not be inthe midſt of any things. It 
is onely the Body that is in the midſt 
of thoſe. Objefts, which obtrudes 
this miſtake upon the Soul, whiles 
ſhe thinks herſelf to be in the mid(t 
of them, whenas indeed. ſhe is not. 
Hyl. But the Body with all its Or- 
gans, and thoſe more externall 2/edia 
betwixt the Body and the Objedts, 
ate but the Inſtraments . whereby 
the Soul perceives thoſe diſtant Ob- 
jects round - about. Wherefore ſhe 
herſelf muſt. needs be. where the 
lines of Motion through theſe con- 
tinued Inſtruments of her Perception 
do concentre. Nay indeed the tranſ- 
miſſion of any ſingle Motion through 
Matter that affefts the Soul 1s a pal- 
pable argument that ſhe 1s -fame- 
whete. For how can that which 1s 
ſome-where , as ee os and Motion 
are, 
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are, reach that which is no-where ? 
How can they come at it , or It at 


Prin. pit. them? Not to adde, that Des-Cartes 
" himſelf expreſsly admits that thoſe 


Objects the Soul ſees and flies from or 
purſues are without her. Wherefore 
many of theſe in a compaſs muſt needs 
ſurround her, and therefore they be- 
ing Without her, ſhe muſt be within 
them, and fo of neceſlity be ſome- 
where. | 

Cxph. The Philoſopher, it may be, 
there flips into the ordinary Conceit 
of the Vulgar. 

Hyl. Again , Cxphbophron, if the 
Souls of men be no-where, they are 
as much in one man's. Body as ano- 
ther's, and one man's Soul may move 
another man's Body as well as his 
own, and at what-ever diſtance that 
man 1s from them : which ſeems im- 
polbtible for any finite Spirit to doe, 


nor are there any examples of their | 


doing lo. | 
C1ph. You give the reaſon your ſelf, 
Hylobares, why they cannot aQ at any 


diſtance; namely,becauſe their power 
15 finite, Hyl. 
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Hyl. And you,Cxphophron, acknow- 
ledge Sguls to be nearer and farther 
off, in that you acknowledge they 
cannot aft at any diſtance. But that 
which 1s nearer and farther off is 
ſome-where, at leaſt definitive. 

Cuph. And that one man's Soul does .. 
not move another man's Body, 1s be- 
caule it 1s vitally united onely to one. 

Hyl. Is it then united to the inſide of 
the Body, Cuphophroz, or to the out- 
fide ? EE, 

Cuph. T hat 1sa captious queſtion. 
For whether I fay to the inſide or to 
the outfide, you will infer the Soul 
tobe ſome-where. But that which is 
no-where cannot be united to either 
ſide. 

Hyl. And therefore 1s not united at 
all. 


Cuph. Theſe things will not fall 1n- 
toevery man's capacity. _ - 
Hyl. Again, C#phophron, 1s the Soul 
united to the Body by its Eſſence, or 
by ſome eflential Attribute of the 

Sou? _ : 
Cuph. There is another Caption, 
L, 3 Hyjlo- 
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Hylobares : For I foreſee your Sophi- 
ſtry, that if I ſay the Eſſewce of the 
Soul is united with the Body, then the 
Soul muſt be where the Body is. But 
if I ſay by aneſſemtial Attribute , the 
Soul muſt be where the eſſential At-— 
tribute is, and conſequently where 
the Body is: ſothat it will come all 
to ONE, | | 

Hyl. Or thus , Cuphophron , Does 
not the Soul move the Body ? 

Cuph. What moves the Bodies of 
Brautes , Hylobares £ Is not their Soul 
mere Mechanicall motion, according 
to that admirable Philoſopher ? 

Hzl. But I ask you, does not the 
Rational Soul by the power of its 
Will move the Body ? 

Cuph. Elſe there were no exerciſe 
of Free-will in external Actions. 

Hyl. 1s then the power of moving 
the Body thus by her Will in the 
Soul, or out of the Soul ? 

Cxph. Inthe Soul, Hylebares. 

Hyl. How then can this power be 
exerted on the Body to move it, un- 
leſs the Soul be ellentially preſent 

ro 
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to the Body to exert it upon it? 

Cuph. By a certain emanative Effi- 
cacy that comes from the Soul. 

Hyl. And flows like a Streamer in 
the air betwixt the Soul and the 
Body. mY, 

Cuph. You run always into theſe 
extenſional Phantaſms, Hylobares, the 
buſie 1mportunities of which, when 
I am rapt up into my Metaphyſical 
Sublimities, T look as contemptuoully 
down upon, as upon the quick wrig- 
_ glings up and down of Piſmires and 
Earwigs upon the extended (urface of 
the Earth. 

Hyl. You have a very elevated 
Soul, F muſt confeſs , O Cxphophron. 
But I pray you look down a little 
lower and cloſer on this exxanative En- 
&rgy of the Soul pon the Body, and 
purſue it from the Body to the ſource 
_ of it, the Soul, where ends it, Cupho- 
phron £ | 

Cuph. In the Soul, Hylobares. 

Hyl. But where 1s then the Soul ? 

Cuph. No-where. 

Hyl. Why then - ends rio-where, 
- 5 


and 
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and began from no-where. 
Cyph. T hat muſt needs be, becauſe 

the Soul 1s no-where. 4 
Hyl. But this 1s marvellouſly my- 


ſterious, O Cuphophrox, that there 
ſhould be a continued Emanation be- 


twixt two things, whereof one is 
ſome-where, and yet the other no- 


where; the mtermediate Emanation 


alſo proceeding but tO a finite dt- 


{tance. 


Cuph. Metaphyſicks were nat Meta- 


phyſicks, Hylobares , if they were nat 
myſterious. 

"Hyl Had you not better admit of 
an Immateria] or Metaphyſicall Ex- 
tenſion with Philothews and-my. ſelf, 
then to harbour ſuch unconcervable 
Notions, that Jie ſo unevenly in eve- 

ry man's —_ but your own? 
__ Cuph, Tam not alone of this minde, 
| Hylobares. And as for Philothews his 
opinion and yours, ( ſince you have 
adopted it ) [ | hive heard what has 
been faid all this while, and have 
thought of theſe things over and over 
again, but your Reaſons move me no- 
thing at all. | yl. 
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Hyl. Tell me then I pray you, Cw XXxV- 
ao bt 'what 15 it chiefly that mo- Gs of 
ved you to be of the Opmion that Cupho- 
you are, That no Spirit can be any- Pon. 
where, or that the Soul' of man is mo- (that Spi- 
where 2 . (.+5 ritS are no- 
Cuph. O Hylobares, there be con- LONENY 
vincing Reaſons of this ſeeming Pa- exriz4. 
radox, 1f they meet with a minde ca- 
pable of them : but the chief are 
theſe two. Firſt, In that the Minde 
of man thinks of ſuch things as are 
no-where, as of many Moral, Logi- 
call and Mathematicall Truths, which 
being of the nature to be no-whiere, 
the Minde that conceives them muſt 
be neceſlarily no-where alſv. The 
ſecond, In that Cogitation, as Copita- 
tion, Is zpſo fafo exempted or pre- 
{cinded from all Extenfion. For 
though we doubt whether there be 
any Matter or any Extended thihg in 
the world, yet we are even then af- 
fured that we are Agcogitantes. Which 
ſhews that Cogitation has nothing at 
all to doe with Exterſtor, nor has a- 
ny Applicability to it; foraſmuch as 
3 4 we 
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we perceive our ſelves to think, when 
we have not the leaſt thought of any 
thing extended. Wherefore our 
Thoughts having .no Relation or Ap- 
plicability ito Extenlion, ''they have 
no Applicability to Place, and conſe- 
quently neither they nor: our Mindes 
are any-where. 

' yl. I partly underſtand what you. 
would be at, Cuphophror, but not ſo 
fully as to diſcover any {ſtrength at. 
all 1n your Reaſonings. The weak- 
neſs of the firſt Ground you may un- 
derſtand from hence ; T hat it will as 
well*follow, that the Soul or Minde 
of-man is fome-where., becauſe it 
thinks of things that are ſome-where, 
as that it is no-where, becauſe it thinks 
» of things that are no-where. Beſides 
that thoſe things which you fay are 
no-where are ſome-where, I mean 
thoſt oral, Logicall-and Adathema- 
_ ticall Truths, For they are in the 
Minde or Soul ; *and the Soul I be- 
fore demonſtrated, I think , to any 
unprejudiced Auditour, to be in the 
Body, and the Boy you cannot AY 
| ut 
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but to be ſome-where. It is true, ſome 
of thoſe Truths, it may be, as they 
are Repreſentations, reſpect neither 
Timernor Placez but as they are Ope- 
ratzons Or Modes of a Subje# or Sub- 
ſtance, they cannat but be conceived 
to be 1n that Subſtance. - And foraſ- 
much as there 1s no Subſtance but has 
at leaſt an eſſential Amplitude, they are 
in a Subſtance that is in ſome fort ex- 
tended, ard ſo by virtue of their 
Subject mult neceflarily be conceived 
to be ſome-where. For the Mode of 
a thing is inſeparate from the T hing 
it ſelf. G 

Cnph. But here you run away with 
that, Hylobares , which I will not al- 
low you to aſſume, viz. T hat there is 
a Subſtance of the Minde or Soul di- 
diſtin from Cogztatiovy. I ſay that 
Coegitation it ſelf 1s the very Subſtance 
of the Soul, and therefore the Soul 1s 
as much no-where as if it had noſub-_ 
{tance at all. | 

Hyl. But obſerve, Cuphophron, that 
 nyour ſaying that Cogtatiox it lellf is 
the very Subſtance of the Soul, - 

| affirm 
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affirm the Soul i a Subltance. And 
ſo my Argument returns again upon 
you.z though the ſaying the wery 0- 


peration 15 the Subſtance is a manifeſt 


falſhood. For the Operations of the 
Soul are ſpecifically diſtin, and ſuch 
ſpecifically diſtinct Operations ſuc- 
ceeding one another muſt be, accor- 
ding to your account, ſo many ſpeci- 
fical Subſtances ſucceeding one ano- 
ther. So that your Soul would not 
be alwaies the ſame ſpecifical $ub- 
ſtance, much leſs the ſame zndividual; 
then which nothing can be'more 
wilde and extravagant. Again, the 
Soul 1s accounted a permanent thing 
by all men, but her Operations are in 


flux and ſucceſſuon: How then can 


the Operations be the Soul her ſelf ? 
or what will become of Memon ?. 
There 1s therefore , O Cyphophron, a 
ſubſtance of the Soul as diſtin& from 
Its Operations or ſucceeding Cogita- 


| tions, as the Matter is from the Fi- 


oures and Motions that ſucceed in it. 
 Cuph, 1 am not yet convinced of 
thar. | 

Hyl. 
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Hyl. And now for your ſecond 
Ground , which would inferr from 
our being aſſured we think, while 
we doubt whether there be any ex- 
tended thing in the World, or, it may 
be, think of no Extenſion, that there- 
fore our Minds have no relation or ap- 
plicability to any Extenſion whatſo- 
ever; The weakneſs of this Reaſo- 


ning you may ealily diſcover, if you 


wil! but conſider , That Intenſion of 
Heat or Motion 1s confadered without 


any relation to Extenſion, and yet it. 


1srelated toa Subject extended, fup- 
pole to a burning-hot Iron. And we 
think without at all thinking of Time 
or of the courſe of the Sun 3 and yet 
ur Thought 1s applicable to Time, 
and by the motion of the Sun may de- 
fimtively be ſaid not to have com- 
menced till ſuch a minute of an hour, 
and to have ceaſed by ſuch a minute. 
And there is the ſame reaſon of Place 
as of Time, that is to ſay, ſuch a 
man's Thoughts may be fig defim- 
tively to have been conceived in ſuch 
a place, as well as within ſuch a time. 
| And, 
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And, toconchude, it ſeems a mere 
Sophiſm, to argue from the preciſion 
of our Thoughts, that the Things 
themſelves are really preſcinded one 
from another; and it is yet far worſe, 
to inferr they have not any relatpn 
or applicability one to another. If 
they were ſo unrelated indeed in the 
full and adequate 0490 pus of 

them, as well circumſtantial as efſen- 
tial.then I confeſs the Inference might 
be ſound : But when the Minde 15 ſo 
ſet on the Metaphyſicall rack as to 
pull thoſe things aſunder that are 
found together in nature, and then 
ta ſay they have no relation to one 
another, or toleave out by madver- 
tency what cannot be excluded from 
the perfect 7dea of ſich or ſuch a Be- 
iog 3 all Concluſions from ſuch Prin- 
ciples muſt be like the Principles 
themſelves, defective or diſtorted, 
And therefore, being ſo little ſatiſ- 
fy 'd with Cuphophrosx's Solution of the 
preſent Ditticulty touching the Dz- 
vine Ommipreſence, 1 foreſee that Phi- = 
lotheus muſt have the ſole honour of 


tully 
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fully caſing and ſettling my mind in a 
' Tight and rational apprehenſion of all 
the Attributes of God. 


- Philoth. The honour of that ſatiſ- 


faction is due to God alone, Hyloba- 
re, who has given you fo quick an 
apprehenſion, and ſo impartial a love 
of the Truth, where-ever it is found. 

Hyt. That honour I dounfeignedly 
render to God that is his peculiar 
due 3 and yet I think there is a civil 
Gratitude due alſo to thoſe that he 
vouchſafes to make Inſtruments of 
his Goodneſs and Bounty, as he has 
at this time made you, Phzlothers. 
And therefore you having had ſo ex- 
cellent ſucceſs hitherto, I defire you 
would proceed to the Solution of this 
laſt Dithculty , touching the Divine 
Ommipreſence. 

Philoth. I will, Hylobares, and I 
believe you will find it one of the 


eaſieſt you have propounded, though preſent eve- * 
I muſt confeſs it may ſeem odd at the 7" 
firſt ſight, as it has done to very fa- 
mous Criticks in Points of Theolo- 
gie, who manly from this confidera- 

tion, 
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tion, that the foul and ill-ſented pla- 
ces of the Earth are an unfit Recep- 
tacle of the Divine Preſence, have 
made bold to confine the Godhead 
to the Heavens. Whieh opinion of 
theirs is rather to be imputed to the 
nicety of their Senſe then to the ſa- 
vacity of their Wit. For all thoſe 


things that ſeem ſo foul and diſagree- 


able in nature are not realy ſo in 
themſelves, but onely relatively; and 
what is One Creature's pozſoz2 1s the 
delight and food of another, and what 
is the death of the one is the life of 
the other. So that we may eafily con- 
celive, though God has an apprehen- 
tion of what-ever is, that yet-there is 
no neceſſity at all that he ſhould be 
diſaffected , diſguſted, ar any way 
annoy d by being preſent with an 
thing : nay rather, that it is impoſh- 
ble heſhoulu, every thing that im- 
_ ImperfeCtion being incompeti- 
letothe Divine Efſence; ſo that he 
need not withdraw himſelf from it , 
he ſuffering nothing by immediate- 
ly reſiding in it , no'more then he _ 
c 
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be wounded with a ſword or prick'd 
with athore; and there is the like 
reaſon. for any other ingratefull 
Senſe. For all isto be reſolved into 
the zwotion and figure of the particles 
of the Matter varioutily impreſſed up- 
on the Organsof our Bodies: And 
what Unholineſs or abſolute Defile- 
ment. can there be in any either »v0t:- 
on, figure, or exikty of (\uch particles 
Wherefore the frame of Rf natural 
things whatſoever, nothing at all ex- 
cepted, 1s no leſs izoffenſive, no leſs 


holy, no leſs agreeable to the Eternal 


inde, then the lines of a PiQure or 


Statue are to a Limner or Statuary, 


no part Whereot gives him the leaſt 
diſguſt or averſation from the matter 
he has thus ſhaped or figured; for 
Art and $kil and Reaſor runs 


through all. Whence it appears that 


this exception againſt the Omnipre- 
ſence of God is nothing but a fallacy 


put upon our own inadvertent 
thoughts, while we phanſte God 11-” 


able to the ſame 1nconveniencies 
that we our (elves are by reaſon 


of 
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of our weak and'paſlive Senſes. 
Philop. This ſeemsto me, though. 
leſs verſed in Philoſophy, a- very 
plain, ſolid and intelligible Solution 
of the preſent Difficulty. But:-Cxpho- 
phron's Hypotheſis is , I muſt confeſs , 
to my {lower apprehenſion infinitely 
Paradoxicall, and methought was 
very intelligibly confuted by Hyloba- 
res, though with ſome circutnſtances 
that to me ſeemed not ſo becoming 
toward ſo worthy and obliging a per- 

ſon as Cuphophron: 
XXXvVII. C uph. [ thank you 9 Philopolis « for 
opt Ml your ſenſibleneſs on my behalf. But 
72:4 liberty 1 conteſt he ordinarily looks as if he 
ef diſſ**- were Abuled who is thought to be 0- 
fey O- vercome. Beſides, it 1s an uſual 
pimoas and thing in our Meetings, and to which 
jrixiy 4- we are much inured who are ſo fa- 
—_ ﬀ miliarly acquainted, to abuſe one a- 
ther in their nother into the Truth , by ſhewiag 
+ 44,9 the ridiculoufneſs of the Errour, and 
t3gs, Intimating from what diſproportion 
of temper of minde it may ariſe. For 
this ſubderiforious mirth is ſo far from 


giving any offence to us who under- 
ftand 
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ſtand one another, that it. 1s rather a; 
pleaſant Condiment. off our Caonver- 
ſation , and makes: our: ſerious Daſ- 
courſes the lefs tedious to our ſelves, 
and, I think, ſometimes not the more 
ungratefull to Strangers, - when the 
underſtand that there 1s not the lea 
enmity under It. 

Philoth, That folicitude , Philopas 
lis, which you ſeemto have for the 
exculing of Hylobares, we on the 0- 
ther fide, I think, ought to havein 
the behalf of Cxphophror , who was 
not at all behind-hand with him in a- 
ny jocant wit or humour. 

Cxph. 1 confeſs 1t, in that ſenſe [ 
have already explained unto Phz- 
lopolis, 
 Philop. You paſs away your time 
in a marvellous way of pleaſantry 
and innocency, O Cxphophron, while + 
thoſe things which may ſeem ble- 
miſhes elſewhere are truely the badg- 
es of Vertue and good nature a- 
'mongſt you. But v is much that ; 
there being ſo great conſent of At- 


| feRtion and F —_— amongſt you; 
_ there 
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there is not likewiſe the ſame con- 
fent of Opinion. 

Exph. T hat is a thing we do not 
ſo much as afteR, unleſs it be in thoſe 
things that are neceſſary for profici- 
ency in Piety and Vertue. 

Philop. Are then the Opinions of 
God's being no-where and of his being 
every-where alike conducive to Ver- 
rue and Piety ? 

Cupb. Yes, Philopolis , if they be 
rightly underſtood. For he that faies 
that God 1s no-where., holds notwith- 
{tanding that his Providence and 
protective Preſence is every-where. 
So that it is no dilcouragement toVer- 
tue and true Piety. Wherefore the 
caſe ſtands thus betwixt Hylobares and 
my ſelf. He has a great zeal againſt 
my Opinion of God's being no- 
where, for fear it ſhould be thence 
inferred that there is no God at 
all: And I have aspreat a zeal for 
my Opinion , becauſe if I acknow- 
ledge God any-where, I muſt ac- 
knowledge him extended, and to me 
It 18all one to acknowledge an exten- 

| ded 
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ded God, and no God at all. - For 
what-ever is extended, is either Mat- 
ter, or as uncapable of Copgitationor 
Perception as Matter it ſelf. For if 
- anyentire thing, any Form or Figure 


be perceived by what is extended, 


nothing in the extended Percipient 


perceives the whole, but onely part. 


Which is a ſign that our own' Souls 
are not extended, much leſs the Eſ- 
ſence of God. But I will not renew 
the Diſpute. | 

Philop. 1 am ſurprized with an un- 
expected Subtilty of, Cphophron's : 


how will you reſcue me, Hylobares 2 


Hyl. Very eafily. Do. you not re- 
member the Notion of Sy-pathy , 
Philopolis, in virtue whereof what- 
ever the leaſt real point of the Ef- 
ſence of the Perceptrv? part of the 
Soul, ſuppoſe, does perceive, every 
real point of the Perceptive muſt per- 
cave at once ? em. 

Philop. I partly underſtand you , 
Hylobares : but now I ſee you ſo good 
at theſe Notions , we will diſcourſe 
ſome time more fully of them at my 

M2 # houſe, 
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houſe. In the mean time I think you 
cantot but be fully ſatisfy'd with Phi- 
lothens his Solution of this laſt Difh- 
culty touching the Divine Omnipre- 


lence. 
Hyl. Very fully. 


Philop. And Iam abundantly plea- 


ſed with the conſideration, that the 
widely-difterent Apprehenſions be- 
twixt you and Cxphophroz touching 


God's Omnipreſence, meet together 


and join ſo ſtrongly in one common 
zealous deſign of turning oft what- 
ever may ſeem to ſupplant his Exi- 
{rencc. 

Hyl. I believe it is a great ſatisfaCti- 
on to us both. 


Philop. But I triumph in nothing | 


ſo much as that Phzilothexs has 1o 


throughly convinced you, that there 


1s nothing 1n all the Divine Attributes 
{ſo intricate as to hinder your cloling 
heartily with the belief of a God. 
Hyl. T here is nothing, | thank God 
and Pbzlothers, in all thoſe Attributes 
we have hitheito. conſidered that 
[c«ms not extremely much more cafie 


: then 
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then any other Hypotheſi: that ever 
yet caine into my minde. But there 
1s a main Attribute behinde, which is 
the Goodneſi of God:, the Notion 
whereof though it be not hard to 
conceive, yet to make the Pherome- 
4 of the World and the paſlages of 
Providence conſtantly to comport- 
with it, I foreſee may prove a very 
great Difficulty. 

Philop. This therefore is the ſecond 
Obſtacle, Hylobares, you at * firſt men- * 5:8. 14. 
tioned. 

Hyl. It is ſo. 

 Phileth. Andlfear will be too co- 

| pious a Subjett to be entred upon at | 
this time. 

Philop. I conceive ſo too. And be- 
ſides, I haveſome Letters to diſpatch 
by the Poſt this night , which I muſt 
not neglect. For we may redifie our 
inward thouehts ſo ſoon as we find our 
Errour 5 but if any errour or negle 
be committed in outward affairs, though 
the errour be diſcovered, the loſs is ma- 
ny times irrecoverable, aud the incon- 
Ucnience incorrigible. 


M3 Cnph. 
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Caph, That is very true, But,accor- 


ding to the ancient cuſtom of Athers, 
you | have a right,Philopolis, as well of 


Peng an end to as beginning; the 


xſpute. 


Philop, This Law was undoubted-. 


ly an intended Civility by Four An- 
celtors, O Cuphaphron, but in this cir- 
cymſtance of things I look upon it as 
a piece of Cruelty ; that I mult doe 
execution upon my ſelf, and by mine 
own adt deprive my ſelf of that | inge- 
nuous Converſe which I could en- 
joy with pleaſure even to break of 
Day. 

Cuph. It is the common Joſs of us 
all ,* eſpecially mine, who enjoy my- 
ſelf no-where ſo well as in fo ex- 
cellent Company. But itis in your 
hand , Philopolis , to .remedie this : 
For you have the right of appoin- 
ting the time of our meeting again, 
as well as of difſolving this preſent 
Mecting. * 

Philop. Have I ſo? This makes 
amends for the other misfortune, 
which I will repair by a more timely 


dap- 
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appointment. I adjourn therefore 
this Meeting till to morrow at five a 
| clock inthe after-noon, if Philethews 
{ and the reſt be agreed. 
Phsloth. Agreed. 


| The End of the Firſt Dialogue, 


os 
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LE  Philop. Eſterday's perform- 
duftion,con- ance, O Philothens, has 
r:iv1;P3i- 1ndeared t9:me the memary- of that 
- core day, of this place, ( this ſacred Ar- 
L 
the lit bour wherein we are again fo happ1- 
oo _— ly met) and of your excellent ſelf 
« Tobby and the reſt of this worthy Company, 
che byo' for ever. never reap d ſo much plea- 
nſpirati- ; x, : 
en, ax2 of Ture in ſo few hours in all my life. In 
25% og which notwithſtanding the chiefeſt 
preſet £46. Satisfaction was, that my dear friend 
A Hybtþares was ſo fully ſatisfied touch- 
Ing thoſe molt intricate Theories con- © 
cerning the Nature of God and his At- 
tributes. It remains now, Phzlothews, 
that with the ike happy fucccfs you 
cicar his mind ofthote manifold Scru- 
puloſities and Diftcultics i ſeems 1a- 
den witi-touchinz the Providence of 
Cod. 


Philoth. 
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Philoth. Your extraordinary kinde 
reſentment, O Philopolis, of my-for- 
mer endeavours is no {mall obligation 
upon meto doe the beſt I can in this 
preſent Task. ButI cannot- omit to 
take notice, that your over-propor - 
tionate propenſions towards my ſelf 
makes you ſeem not ſo juſt to others, 
who bore their part in whatever con- 
tr1buted either to your own delight 
or Hylobares is ſatisfaction. Nor 
can 1 alone ſuſtam this day's Pro- 
vince, but muſt 1implore the help of 
others, eſpecially in ſo copious and: 
various a Subject. | 

Cuph. Yes, Philothews, that. is ſup- 
poled: Eniſtor, Bathynous and the 
reſt will athſt 3 nor ſhall I fail to put 
in for one, when occaſion requires, 
and I finde my minde moved there- 
unto. | | 

Eniſt. Cuphophron expreſſes himlelt. 
In. ſuch phraſe, as if it were hopefull 
that he will ſpeak by Inſpiration. 

Hylob. He ſeems to me,Fuiſtor,ſo to 
doe ſometimes : Of which tome pal- 
{ages of yeſterday's cifcourte are 


freſh. 
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freſh Inſtances. For he was ſeverall 
times ſo highly rapt and divinely in- 
{pired, that I profeſs I think no hu- 
mane underſtanding could reach his 
meaning. : = 

Sophr. Nullam numer abe(t, (1 [it pru- 
ee a Sol think cloſe Y 4 hſ 


Reaſon in a calm and pure ſpirit is the 
be 


Inſpiration now-adays 1n matters 
of Contemplation, as well as Prudence 
in the common Pradices of life. 

Cuph. I amas much for z/luminated 
Reaſon, O Sophron, . as any man 11- 
ving can be. 

Hyl. So am I, Cauphophron; pro- 
vided the 1/umination be not fo 


| bright and fulgent as to obſcure or 


extinguiſh all perceptibility of the 
Reaſon, 
Sophbr. I always thought right Rea- 


ſon it ſelf to be the Illumination or 


Light of the Minde, and that all o- 
ther Light is rather that of the Eye 
then of the Underſtanding. 


Hyl. Let Cuphophron look to. that, 
O Sophroz, and defend his own mag-. 


miticent ſtyle. 


Phikop. 
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Philop. But be you pleaſed in the 
mean time, O Hylobares,” according 
tothe purpoſe of our preſent meet- 
ing, to propound your Difficulties 
to Philothens touching Divine Provi- 
dence, and to the reſt of this judici- 
ous Company. 

Sophr. How becomingly does Phi- 
lopolis exerciſe his office, and ſeaſon- 
ably commit the Opponent with the - 
Reſpondent, like a long-praGiſed 
Moderatour £ I wiſh Phalothews no 
worſe ſucceſs then he had yeſterday. 
But | cannot ominate ſo well touch- 
ing this Congreſs. I fear ſuch a 
Storm will be raifed as all the Wits 
in Europe will not be able to allay. 
So imricate, fo anfractuous, ſo un- 
ſcarchable are the ways of Provi- 
dence. 
 Cuph. I wonder whence Sophron 
took this #1 Omen, Hylobares. 

. Hzl. | fuppoſe from our two ſport- 
ing together, which he look'd upon 
as the playing of two Sea-calves be- 
fore a Storm. 


Sophr. I wiſh, Hylobares,you prove 
Calf. 


£141 Laws 
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Calf enough to.bring no ObjeCtions 
but what Philothews or ſome of. us 
may ſufhctently anſwer. 

Philop. I earneſtly with Philothews 
aſliſtence enough and ability from 
above, that he may with ſatisfaction 
anſwer the greateſt Difficulties that 
cither Hylobares or any one elle can 

roduce touching Divine Providence. 

Sophr. That indeed 1s the more de- 
firable of the two, and my heart and 
vote goes along with yours, O Philo- 

olis. 

Philop. Begin then, if you pleaſe, 
O Hylabares, 

" Hyl. l have in my minde ſuch a 
croud and-cloud of Ditfhtculties, that 
I know not where to begin, or when 


WW. L ſhall make an end. 
1 e iwo q y y 
| Lrnget Sophr. D1d not I tell you ſo, Philo- 


of ObjetTi- polis ? 

_ agvint Hyl. FutIbclieve they are mainly 
= A ; ; f . 

| dence, TEducible to theſe three Heads, or ra- 

| with c7- ther, Hf. you WHI, to theſe two more 


| ke. gencral ones, The Evils that are in the 


| wei» ci World, and The defet of Good. For, 
{pare wWhon youhave fenced as well as you 
Rs 
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can, Philothews, and pretty well ſati(- 
fied us that all things here upon 
Earth are at leaſt well enough, and 
that there 1s8no ſuch Evil diſcovera- 
ble as implies the firſt Principle of 
all things not to be the Sovererer 
Goodneſs; there 1s yet this Difficulty 
behinde, How it can conſiſt with the 
Goodneſs of God, that this good 
Scene of things ſhould begin no ſoo- 
ner or ſpread no farther , that is to 
ſay , that there ſhould be no more 
Earths. then one, or that this one or 
all ſhould have been but fix thouſand 
years ago or thereabour. 

Sophr. TI his very laſt Difficulty , 
Philopolzs , Is able to confound any 
mortal living. 

Philoth, Dear Sopkron , be not fo 
diſmay'd; I dare paſs my word that 
nothing that is holy or ſacred ſhall 
ſuffer any detriment by this conflict, 
when I have declared the Laws of 
the. Combate, and,what Weapons 
we muſt be confined to, namely to 
mcre Reaſon and Philolophy. In 
which Field I muſt notwithſtanding 
contc(s 
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confe(s that I ſuſpe&t Hylobares will 
prove a {tout Champion, But it's 
much if we be not all able to deal with 
him. And foraſmuch as it is ſo plain- 
ly evident from a world of Pheno- 
mena, that there 1s a Principle that 
acts out of Wiſedom and Counſel, as 
was abundantty evidenced by yeſter- 
day's dilcourle, and as roundly ac- 
knowledged ; it ſhall be ſeverely ex- 
pected and exacted of Hylobares, That 
he do not oppoſe falſe or uncertain Hy- 
potheſes, or popular Miſtakes and Sur- 
mizes, or vagrant and fititions Stories, 
againſt certain Truth, ſuch as is diſco- 
verable every day before our eyes. 

Philop. That is very equitable and 
reaſonable. 

Phitoth. And if he cannot keep his 
Philoſophicall fingers from meddling 
with the Holy Writ, that he do not 
handle it fo ineptly , as to draw ex- 
preflions accommodated to the ca- 
pacity of the Vpylgar into a Philoſo- 
phicall Argument, or to inferr a Ne- 
gation from the preterition of ſuch or 
fuch a Subject. Dee 


Fuiſt. 
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Exiſt. It is incredible that Hyloba- 
res, profeſling himſelf a Philoſopher, 
ſhould betake himſelf to ſach ugpa- 
cities as are exploded even by the 
Theologers themſelves, who not- 
withſtanding ſpend their main ſtudy 
on the Holy Scriptures. 

Hyl. Theſe Laws, O Philothews, 1 
accept as juſt and right. 

Philoth. And if they be kept to, | 
Hylobares, as ftout a Retiariws as you ,, 
are, you ſhall never be able to catch 7 coufſ 
me in your Net, or entangle mein a- 
ny of your Intricacies touching D#- 
vine Providence. For as for that 
which yon haye propofed 1 in gene- 
ral touching the Evils in the World, 
whether they be thoſe that ſeem 
more Tragicall , orelſc leſſer Miſcar- 
riages in the Manners of men or the 
Accidents of Fortune, if ſuch things 
were not, where were the Objects of 
Sighs and Tears,of Smiles and Laugh- 
ter? So that what you bring as an Ar- 
ogument againſt Providezrrce, 1s in my 
apprebention a very palpable _ 
ment for it. r or it is plain that that 
Power 
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Power that made the World foreſavy 
the Evils in it, in that he has foex- 
quiſitely. fitted us with Paſſions cor- - 
reſpondent thereto. - 

Hyl. This is ingenloully inferr'd, 
O Philothexs, fo - as 1t will reach, 
namely, to prove there 1s a Provi- 
dence or Fore-fight of God : but 
you ſeem to forget the main Que- 
{tion in hand, which 41s, Jhetber the 
meaſure of his Providence be his Gaod- 
neſs, and that nothing 1s tranfacted 
againſt that Attribute. But your con- 
ceſlion ſeems to imply that he know- 
ingly and wittingly brought Evil into 
the Worldz which ſeems therefore 
the more groſsly repugnant to his 
Goodneſs. | 

Sophr, Methinks, Gentlemen, you 


_ are both already agreed in a Point of 


ſo great concernment, namely, TI hat 
there is a Divine Providence, that it 
there were any modeſty in mortal 
men they might be content with that 
bare diſcovery, without lo ſtrictly ex- 


'amining: or ſearching. into the Laws 


or Mcaſurcs thereof, but apply them- 
ſelves 


_ Divine Dialogues. 
ſelves tathe Law of Life which God 
has written1n their hearts, or exprel- 
ſed in the Holy Writ, that it may go 
well with them in the Conclufion. 
; Philop. That is very piouſly ahd 
judicioutly noted, O Sophroy. 
Bath. S6 it is indeed, O Philopolis : 
But yet I humbly conceive that it is 
not alwaies an itch of ſearching into, 
but ſometimes a neccſhty of more 
punctually knowing, the truth of the 
Myſteries of God, that drives ſome 
mens ſpirits into a more cloſe and 
anxious meditation of ſo profound 
matters. As it may well doe here in 


this preſent Point touching the Afea- 


ſure of God's Providence , namely , 
Whether the X»le thereof be his pzre 
Goodneſs, or his mere Will and Sove- 
reiehty. For if it be his Goodneſs, 
all free Agents have all the reaſon 
in the world to apply themſelves 
to that Law of Life which - $0- 
phron mentions, becauſe their labour 
ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 3s the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks. But if the meaſure 
of his Providence be his were Power, 
N will 


EO Oy IE RIDE IA CO Fe SC a , 
AE ar Ei ES en ane 
o ” Fo ""I'4 
CS 
; £2 
"8 
F 8 
; _— 
* 
k, 
+ 
p 


. , by PERL WON 5 I 
M Y - " VI . FIDE % i ah : = 
5 -— 8&4 ata #397 WOT v DL oi Gs he] 
£3 If 
2%. 2h 
$ 
5 I , $ 
q 
6 
a 


Divine Dialogues. 


will ox Sovereignty, no man liying can 
tell what to expect in the concluſion. 
All true Believers may be turned into 
Hell, and the wicked onely and the 
Blaſphemer aſcend into the Regions 
of Bliſs, For what can give any ſtop 
to this but God's Jaſtice, which 1s a 
branch or mode of his Goodneſs ? 
Phileop. Methinks, Bathynows, that 
you both have reaſon, both Sophrox 
and your (elf; nor do lI defire Phile- 
theus to defiſt from the preſent Sub- 
ject, though I much long, I confeſs, to 
hear him diſcourſe of the Affairs of 
the Kingdom of God. lh. 
Philoth. That ſhall be done in due 
time, Philopolis. Inthe mean while I 
dare avow to Hylobares , that there 
are no Evils in the World that God 
toreſaw ( and he foreſaw all that 
were to be ) which will not conſiſt 
with this Principle, That God's Good- 
neſs is the Meaſure of his Providence. 
For the nature of things is ſuch, that 
jome Particulars or Individuals muſt 
of neceſlity ſuffer for the greater 
good of the Whole; beſides the ma- 
_ ___nifold 
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nifold Incowpoſſubilities and Lubrici- 
ties of Matter, that cannot have the 
ſame conveniences and fitneſles in a- 
ny ſhape or modification, nor would 
be fit for any thing, if 'its ſhapes and 
modifications were not in a manner 
infinitely varied. 

Hyl.'I  2comcd underſtand you, Phi- 
lothens 3 1 pray you go on. 

Philoth.. Wherefore I inferr, That 
ſtill the Meaſure of God's Provi- 
dence 1s his Goodneſs: Foraſmuch 
as thoſe Incompoſſibilities in Matter 
areunavoidablez and what-ever de- 
ligned or permitted Evil there ſeems 
in Providence, it 1s for a far greater 
good, and therefore is not properly 
in the ſummary compute of the whole 
affairs of the Univerſe. to be reputed 
evil, the loſs in particulars being fo 
vaſt a gain to the Whole. It is there- 
fore our Ignorance, O Hylobares, of 
the true Law of Goodnets ( who are 
ſo much immerſed into the Life of 
Selfiſhneſ7, which 1s that low Life of 
Plans and Animals) that makes us 
ſuch incompetent judges of what is 

N 2 Or 


180 


vs RE $7 IN 
ha F a 
0 IP 


at. - alfa HERE 29 Mes. 5a 
| Katie 4 "RY R : 5 0 ” * 
: 


Wo CW brave” {Aw ARES: fret tu ar. FOB 29 5 vg 
OED. YT 3- T9 ATION Ee , "0 o Pod) a at 


Ga $94/ et Gwe 


Divme Dialogues. 


or is not carried on according to the 
Law of that Love or Goodneſs which 


is truly Divine : whoſe Tenderneſs 

and Benignity was ſo great as to pro- 
vide us of Sighs and Tears, to meet 
thoſe particular Evils with which 
ſhe foreſaw would neceſſarily emerge 
in the World; and whoſe Gayety 
and Feſtivity is alſo ſo conſpicuous in 
endowing us with that paſſion or pro- 
perty of Laughter, to entertain thoſe 
lighter miſcarriages with, whether in 
manners or fortune: As if Provt- 
dence look'd upon her bringing Man 
into the World as a Spectatour of 


a Tragick-Comedy. And yet in this:  þ 


which ſeems ſo ludicrous, ſee, Hyloba- 
res , What a ſerious defign of good. 
there is. For Compaſſzon,the mother of 


Tears, isnot alwates a mere idle Spe- 


Ctatour , but an Helper oftentimes of 


thole particular Evils that happen in 


the Worldz and the Tears again of 
them that ſuffer, oftentimes the mo- 
ther of Compaſſion in the SpeCta- 
tours, and extort their help. And the 
ncws of but one ridiculous Miſcarri- 

= — ROE 
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age fills the mouths of a thouſand 
men with Mirth and Laughter 3 and 
their being ſo liable univerſally to be 
laught at makes every man more 
carefull in his manners, and more 
cautious in his affairs,eſpecially where 
his path is moreſlippery. 

Hyl. I perceive by 'theſe begin- 
nings, that you are likely to prove a 
marvellous M/yſiz of Divine Provi- 
dence, O Philothens. 

_ Sophry. I wilh with all my heart, 
Philopolis , that Philotheus may come 
off ſo.cleverly in the particular Difh- 
culties that will be propoſed, as he. 
has done in this general one. For 

there are infinite unexpected Puzzles 
that it's likely a buſie Crnrchicg Wit, 
ſuch as Hylobares, may unluckily hit 
upon. + 
" Enift. What, do you think any iv. * 
| harder or greater , O Sophroy, then a : 
are compriſed in thoſe elegant, Lucrerius |} 
though.impious, Verſes of Lucretins? earn Pro 

Sophr. What Verſes do you mean, ©" 
Eniſtor £ ; 

_ Eviſt, Thoſe in- his fifth Book De 


"IN-3 rerun. 
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rerum Nature, where he propoſes this 
Cancluſion to himſelf to be proved, 
VID (tam 

Nequaquam nobis divinitus eſſe para- 

Naturam rerum | 

Sophr. And by what Arguments, I 
beſeech you, does he pretend to in- 
ferr ſo impious a Concluſion ? . 

_ Ewiſt, The Argument in general is 
the Culpability of Nature, 

— Tanti ſtat preditd culpa 3 
and that therefore it cannot be the 
work of God : and I think he brings 
in at leaſt half a ſcore Inſtances of this 
Faultineſs, as he phanſtes it. 

Sophr. Lucretins 15 elteemed fo 
great a Wit, that it were worth the 
while, Exiſtor, if you thought fitting, 
to give your ſelf the trouble of re- 


counting thoſe Inſtances. 
' Philop. A very good motion, and 
ſuch, O Sophron, as whereby you 
may ealily gueſs whether Philotheus 
hi wdertes ſo deſperate a Pro- 
vince as you imagine. For it's likely 
that ſo great and clegant a Wit as Lu- 
cretins would, out of thoſe many , 
hs py En. c EZ. pick 
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pick the moſt choice and moſt con- 
founding Puzzles (as you call them) 
that the Fpicxrrean Cauſe could afford 
him. And therefore if theſe ſhould 
not prove ſuch invincible Arguments 
againſt the Goodneſs of Providence, it 
may be the better hoped that there 
are none abſolutely ſuch. 

Sophr. You ſay well,Philepolis, and 
that makes me the more deſirous to 
hear them. 

Exiſt. And that you ſhall, Sophrox,, 
upon the condition you will anſwer 
them. 

Sophr. Either I or Philotheus or 
ſome of us will doe our beſt. - 

_ I will not repeat the Verſes 
themſelves, for I ſhould doe that but 
brokenly 3 but believe there are ve- 
gy of the particular Inſtances in 
them but I remember firmly enough. 
As firſt, That ſo much of the Earth is 
taken away from us by the Barren- 
neſs of Mountains and Rocks, by the 


inacceſ{ibleneſs of large Woods in- 


habited by wilde Beaſts, by the over- 
ſpreading of the Seas, and by huge 
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Divine Dialogues, 
valt Mariſhes : Beſides that the Tor- 
rid and Frigid Zones are unhabi- 
table, the one by reaſon of the ex- 
cels of Heat, the other by reaſon of 
the extremity of Cold; That that 
part of the Earth that is inhabited by 
men is of ſo perverſe a nature, that 
If it were not for Man's induſtry and 
hard labour, it would be all over-run 
with Thorns and Brambles: That 
when with much toil he has made the 
ground fruitfull, and all things look 
green and flouriſhing , often all this 

10pe is quaſh'd by either exceſs of 
"rs and Drought, or violence of 

ain and Storms, or keenneſs of 
Froſtss To which he adds the in- 
{cſtation of wilde Beaſts, that are o. 


terrible and hurtfyull to mankinde 
both by land and by ſea 3 the Mor- 


| bidoefe of the Seaſons of the year, 


and the frequentnels of untimely 
Death ; and,laſtly,the deplorableneſs 
of our Iptancy and firſt circumſtances, 
of entring intalife 5 which he ſets off 
fo pathetically, that I cannot but re- 
member thole Verles whether I will 
oO be | SopRre 
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Sophr. I dare ſay they are very 
good ones then, if'you like them ſo, 
Eujſtor : I pray you let us hear them, 
if it be no trouble to you to repeat 
them, 

Eniſi, No, it 1s not, Sophron. The 
Verſes are theſe : 1 

Tum porro puer , ut fevis projedus 

ab undis 

Navita , nudus humi jacet, infans, 

indigns omni 

Vitai auxilia, cum primum in lumi- 

Mis 0r4s 

Nixibus ex alvo matris Nature l 

fudit, FP 

Vagituque locum lugubri complet, Wa 

£quum eft, 

Duo tantum in vita reſtat. tranſire 

alorum, 

Guph, They are a very empaſito- 
nating ſtrain of Poetry, Hylobaresg 
methinks I could have fallen a-wee- 
ping while Exiſtor repeated them. 
tremember them very well. Bur is 
there not ſomething in: the following 
Verſes about Childreas Rattles £ For 
theſe are not all. 
| OE Hy: 
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 Hyl. Let me intreat you of all 
friendſhip, Exiſtor, to repeat to C»- 
phophron the Rattle-verſes, to keep 
him from crying. , 

Exiſt. They are theſe that Cupho- 
phron means, and immediately follo 
the former : : 

At varie creſcunt pecudes, armenta, 


fereque, 


Nec crepitacula eis opn' ſunt , nec 
quoiquan adhibenda eſt 
Alme nutricis blanda atque infrata 
loquela, 
Nec varias querunt veſtes pro termpo- 
re Cel:. 
What think you of theſe Inſtances, 
O Sophron £ | 
Sopbr. I muſt ingenuoully. confels 
that if Lacretins have no better Ar- 
guments againſt Providence then 
theſe, nor Hylobares then Lacretins , 
their force will not ſeem ſo fornm- 
dable to me as I ſuſpetted 3 but I 
muſt on the contrary ſulpe&t., that 
they are ordinarily very ſmall mo- 
tives that precipitate thoſe into 4- 
theiſm and Epicuriſm that have of 
| | 7 ems. 
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themſelves an inward propenſion 
thereunto. 

-'Philoth. Are theſe the ſame Argu- 
ments, Hylobares, that you intended 
co invade me withall ? 

HyL. Theſe are onely of one ſort 
of them referrible to the Claſſis of Prevideue 
Nataral Evils, and but few of thoſe c# ok 
neither. But to ſpeak the truth, Phi- the promie 
lothens, | had not ſo dinumerately and /cuu fal- 
articulately muſtered up or ſhaped = I 
out the particular Arguments I would undiſcrimi- 
urge you with, though I felt my ye. 
_— charged with multifarious Thaer- 

__ ; and that preſſed the for- 497. 

eſt that had 4.7 the lateſt im- 

eclliog on my mind on the Rode as 
we rid hither to this City, upon our 
being overtaken with fo great a 
Storm of Thunder, Hail, and a migh- 
| ty dalh of Rain, that we were well- 
nigh wet to the skin. For I began to 
think with my ſelf how conſiſtent 
thoſe kinde of Accidents could be 
with ſo good and exa@ a Providence 
as men imagine. For the High-waies 
yield no Crop: 3 nor do we our ſelves. 
grow 


Divine Dialogues, 
grow by being liquored without-fade, 
but within : beſides the wetting of all 
our Clothes, and the indangering 
the catching of an Ague or a Fever. 
Wherefore if Providence were ſo 
exact, the Rain would be alwates 
directed to ſuch places as are bene- 


fited thereby , not to ſuch as 1t does þ 


no good to, but trouble and miſchief 
to thoſe that are found there. 

Philoth. Your meaning is then, Hy- 
lobares.that it is a Flaw in Providence 
that the Rain 1s not reſtrained from 


falling on the High-ways. But in | 


the mean. time you do. not conlider 
how intolerably dufty they would be, 
eſpecially in Summer, and how con- 
ſtant a miſchief that would prove and 
troubleſome both to horſe and man. 
Hyl. | but it rains as much on the 
 High-waies in Winter-time as Sum- 
mer-time, be they never ſo deep in 
wet and mire already : which me- 
thinks is not canliſtent with ſo accu- 
rate a Providence as you cantend for. 
_ Philoth. And this, Hylobares, I wars. 
rant, you take to be an impregnable 
Argu- 


> tad co 0D OA ao a 


Eat hn Li es Ee GS: 2" thi: e—_—_ At A « as 


Divine Dialogues, 
Anpniene: a ſtout Inſtance indeed, 
in that you place it thus in the front 
of the Battel. Put if it be founded 
to the bottome. it will be found to 
ſtand upon a ground no leſs ridicu- 
lous then that Comicall conceit in A- 
riſtophanes,of Jupiter's piſling through 


s a Sieve as often as it rains: orwhat is 
a more cleanly and unexceptionable - 


expreſſion , that the deſcending of 
Rain is like the watering of a Gar- 
den with a Watering-pot by ſome 
free Agents 3 where they do not wa- 
ter the Walks of the Garden, but one- 
iy the Beds or Knots wherein the 

lowers grow. Which is the moſt Idi- 
otick and unphiloſophicall Conceit , 
Hylobares , that could ever fall into 
the minde of any man of your Parts. 
For the committing of all the moti- 
-ons of the natural Phenomena, as they 
are called, to any free Agents, were 
the utter aboliſhing of all natural Phi- 
lolophy , and indeed of Nature it 
ſelf; and there would be no Object 
left of Speculation in theſe things , 
but either Metaphyſicall or OR. 
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Divine Dialogues. 
And by the ſame reaſon that you re- 


quire that the Rain ſhould onely fall 
upon ſuch plats of the Earth as are de- 


ſtined for Graſs, for Corn, for Trees, 
and the like, you muſt require alſo 
that the Sun ſhould not ſhine on the 
High-waies for fear of infeſting us 
with duſt, and that-it ſhould divert 
its beams from the faces of tender 
Beauties; that the Shadow of the 
Earth ſhould withdraw to thoſe that 
travel in the night 3 that Fire ſhould 
not burn either an uſefull building or 
an innocent man ; that the Air ſhould 
not tranſmit the voice of him that 
would tell a Lic, nor the Rope hang 
together that would ſtrangle the 
nah nor the Sword of the vio- 
ent, be it never ſo ſharp, be able to 
enter the fleſh of the ule 
many millions more of ſuch ſequels 
would follow in . Analogie to this 
raſh dewagd. TE oh | 
Hyl. T muſt confeſs, Phzlothews, that 
what you urge makes fo great an im- 
preſs upon me, that it has almoſt 
daſh'd me out of conceit with wy 
rf 
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firſt Inſtance, which I thought not ſ6 
contemptible. But though with but 
a broken confidence, yet I muſt per- 
fiſt, and demand.,if Providence would 
not be more exact, if all things were 


carried thus as my Inſtance 1mplies_ 


they ſhould be, then it is now as they 
are. 

Philoth. No, by no means, Hylo- 
bares, For the Scene of the World 
then would be ſuch a languid flat 
thing, that it would diſgrace the great 
Dramatiſi that contrived it. For 
there would be no compaſs or circuit 
of any Plot or Intrigue, but every 
thing ſo ſhallow or ſudden, ſo imple 


and obvious, that no man's Wit or 


Vertue would finde any Game to 


exerciſe themſelves in. And aſſure 


your ſelf, it is one fundamental point 


| of the Divine Counſel, and that laid 
deep in his Wiſedome and Goodneſs, 


that at leaſt on this terreſtrial __ 
there ſbould be ſufficient difficulty 
and hardfhip for all Senſible and Intel- 
leJual Creatures to grapple and conteſt 
with, that an ignoble and corruptive 
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Divine Dialogues. 


torpour may not ſeize their bodies 

and ſpirits, and make their life lan- 

guid and their Faculties uſeleſs, and 
finde nothing to doe in the world but 

to eat and drink and fleep, For there 

are very few men given to Corntemr 

plation, and yet fewer ſ{ucceſsfull init. 
| That therefore'that I contend for is 
this, That in theſe general, but con- 
ſtant and peremptory, ſtrokes of Na- 

ture there is an exa& Providence of 

God ; and that which you account a 

Defect is indeed a Perfection and a 

ſurer pledge of a Divine Foreſight, 

that does thus manifeſtly in the com- 

pute of things defalcate either uſeleſs 
or hurtfull ſupertſuities 3 as this guide- 
ance of the Rain from the High-ways 
in Winter. For has he not given 
man wit and art to make a ſupply 
by good wax'd Boots, oil'd Coats 
and Hoods, and eyes in his head to 
chuſe his way, .1f one be better then 
another; or if all be intolerable, po- 
liticall wit to make Laws and Goder 
for the mending of the High-ways? 
For thus are men honeſtly hs 
O) 


Divine Dialopues. 


for their own and the common good. 
And judge you what a ridiculous 
thing it were, that the 8x ſhould ſo 
miraculouſly turn off his beams from 
every fair Face, whenas the ſame End 
is ſo eafily ſerved by the invention of 
Masks:; or 'that' the continued Sha- 


dow of the Earth ſhould be broken * 


by ſudden miraculous eruptions or 
diſclufions of light,to prevent the Art 
and officiouſnel; of the Lantefn-ma- 
ker and the Link-boy ; or laſtly, that 


the Aire ſhould not reſound a Lie, 


nor the point of a Sword pierce the 
Skin of the innocent. For this were 
an exprobration to the Wiſedom of 
God, as if he had miſtook himſelf m 
creating of free Agents,and by an At- 
ter-device thus forcibly ever defeat- 
ed their: free Aftings; by denying 
them the ordinary afliſtences of Na- 


ture.-- This would .be ſuch a force 


and ſtopupon the firſt ſpring of Mo- 
tion, that the greateſt trialls of mens 
ſpirits and the moſt: pompous exter- 
nall ſoletmnities would be ſtifled there- 
by, or utterly prevented ; and all Po- 

| Q linicall 
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liticall Prudence,Sagacity, Juſtice and 
Courage would want their Objetts. 
Wherefore this indifferent and indiſ(- 
criminating conſtancy of Nature 
ought to be 3 it being reckoned up- 
on 1n thoſe Faculties God has en- 
dow'd both men and other Animals 
with, whereby they are able to cloſe 
with the more uſual advantages of 
theſe ſtanding Laws of Nature, and 
have ſenſe and foreſight to decline or 
provide againſt any dangerous cir- 
cumſtances of them ; and that with 
at leaſt as much certainty as 1s pro- 
portionable to the confiderableneſs of 
the ſafety of ſuch an individual Crea- 
tureas cannot live always, nor was e- 
ver intended to live long upon Earth. 

Hyl. I partly underſtand what you 
would be at, Phzlothews, and: indeed 
ſo far, that I am almoſt diſheartned 
from propounding the remainder of 
the Meditations that met mt on the 
Rode touching the Hail alſo and the 
Thunder. For methought Nature 
{cem'd very unkinge to pelta young 
Foal fo rudely with fo big Hail-itones, 
| and 


Divine Dialogues, 
_ andgive-him ſo harſh a welcome in- 
to the world. | L 
Philoth. Tuſh, Hylobares, that was 
but a ſportfull paſſage of Nature, to 
try how tight and tinnient her new 
workmanſhip wasz which if it were 
notable to bear ſuch ſmall Fillips, it 
would be a ſign that things hung very 
crazily and unſoundly together, 
Wherefore Nature does but juſtifie 


the accuracy of her own Artifice, in. 


expoling her. works to a number of 
ſ\uch trialls and hardſhips. This is 
but a flight Scruple, Hylobares 3 but 
ſurely ſome profound conceit ſurpri- 
zed your minde in your meditations 
touching the Thunder. . 1. 
Hyl. The main thing was this, That 
if Providence were {o exa& as ſome 
pretend,thoſe Thunder-claps that doe 
any execution ſhould ever pick out 


ſome notorioully-wicked fellow to. 


make him an example, and not ſtrike 


an heedleſs Goat brouzing on the (1de- 


of a Rock, orrend ſome old Oak in 


a Forelt. 
Philoth. This indeed 1s more 
Q 2 ſhrewdly 
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ſhrewdly urged. Butare you ſure, 
Hylobares, that this were the moſt 
perfe& way that Nature could pitch 
upon ? | 

Hyl. Soit ſeemsto me. 

Philoth. 1 ſuppoſe then it is becauſe 
you take this to be the moſt effectuall 
way to make men good. 

Hyl. Why not, Philothens ? 

Philoth. But ſuppoſe a mighty, it 
not an almighty, Arm out of the 
Clouds ſhould pull men by the ears 
as often as they offered to offend, 
would not that be more effectuall? 

Hyl. One would think fo. - 

Philoth. Wherefore upon this 
ground you ſhould require that alſo, 

obares. 

Hyl. But that would be too great a 
force upon free Agents, O Philo- 
them. 

Philoth. And how do you know, 
Hylobares, but that that other would 
be ſo likewiſe? 

Hyl. I muſt confeſs, Philotheas, it 
Is an hard matter to define what mea- 
ſure of force is to be uſed by Pro- 
yidence 


F 


Divine Dialogues. 
vidence to k men. from Sin. 


Philoth. And therefore a raſhthing 
to preſcribe Jaws or ways to. Provi- 


_ dence in ſo obſcure a matter. Beſides, 


there are ſo many notoriouſly wick- 
ed, that there would be ſuch thun- 
dring and rattling , eſpecially over 
great Cities, that we ſhould be never 


quiet night nor day. And thoſe that 


eſcaped would be forward to phanſie 
themſelves Thunder-proof; and o- 
thers, that there was no Judgement 


to come, becauſe Vengeance was 


taken ſo exa(ly in this life. Beſides 
that you ſeem to forget that the 


ſtrokes of Nature levell not at par-. 


ticulars. For ſhe is an unperceptive 
Principle, and cannot att pro re nata, 
ar ſuſpend her (elf from adting; and 
that the end of Thunder is not to fore- 
ſtall the laſt Day of Judgement, but 


for clearing the Air, and ſending, 


more fattening ſhowrs into the bo- 
ſome of the Earth. 
Hyl. But do Thwxderbolts conduce 
any thing to that, Philothews £2 
Philoth. Thoſe are very ſeldome, 
Ts O 3 Hylo: 
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Divine Dialogues. 
Hylobares ;, and I deny not but they 
may have their moral uſe : but beſt 
ſa moderated as they are, not ſocon- 
ſtamly vibrated as your Curioſity 
would have them. For if every per- 
jured or notoriouſly-wicked perfon 1s 
to be pelted from Heaven with Thur- 
derbolts , people will preſume them 
innocent when-ever they die with- 
out this ſolemn Vengeance done up- 
on them. 

Hyl. W<ll, I perceive I muſt pro- 
duce new Objections, and ſuch as I 
nave thought on more deliberately. 
For theſe Philothers calily blows a- 
way. | 

Philop. We will give you ſome lit- 
tle time of rcf{pite to conſider, Hylo- 
bares. For I bclicve Eniftor and his 
Lncretizs will think themiclves {hgh- 
ted 11 no man vouch'afes thoſe Lecre- 
tian Inſrances any Anſwer. 

Fuiſt, It Philothens thinks his hands 
wil be full enough other-waics, I 
pray you, Philopolis, let Sophron play 
tac Ph;lothers as well as I have play'd 
tic Hylobares. 


| i 
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Sophr. Why truely Philothews his 
diſcourſe is able to make us all Phz- 
lotheuſſes. And methinks, following 
his footſteps, it is no ſuch difficult. 
buſineſs to anſwer all thoſe Inftan- 
ces of Lucretizs. I ſhall willingly at- 
tempt ſome of them my ſelf. As that 
Complaint of the Earth's being run 
over with Thorns and Thilſtles, if 
man by his hand-labour did not cul- 
tivate it. For beſides that we know 
that Curſe that came upon the Fall , 
It is fit that wein this life ſhould have 
ſomething to grapple with,to keep us 
_ from Idleneſs, the Mother of Miſ- 
chief. And that the Husband-man's 
pains are ſometimes loſt by Ill wea- 
ther, over-much Heat, or Wet, or 
the like; heis tanght thereby not to 
ſacrifice to his own Net, but to de- 
pend upon Cod, and to give him the 
praiſe when heis ſucceſsfull, as alſo 
to be frugal and provident, and to 
lay up for an hard year. But for that 
imputation of ſo much of the Earth's 
being unhabitable by reaſon of extrc- 
mity of Heat or Cold, we find by 
O 4 EXPErt- 


xperience hor It is moſtly a mere 

alumnie of Nature. | For the Tor- 
» Zone is habitable, -and a conſide- 
rable -part of the Frigid- and that 
which 1s not is ſo little,that it is 1ncon- 
fiderable. And to ſpeak briefly and 
at once : The Inclination of the Axis 
of. the Earth is ſo duely proportiona- 
ted for the making it as habitable as 
4 canbe, that the wit of man cannot 

anc any poſture better. Now for 
he Allegations, That Rocks and 
Mountains and Waods and the Sea 
take up ſogreat a partz what-ever 
elegancy there may be in Lxcretixs his 
Poetry, the Philoſophy of ſuch Ob- 
jections, Tam ſure, hes very ſhallow. 
Forit is as unskilfully alledged againſt 
Nature that all the Earth 1 ts not ſoft 
molds, as it would be that any Ani- 
mal 15s not all Fleſh, but that there's 
Bloud alſo*and'Bones. - The Rocks 
therefore, beſide other uſes for con- 
veying the ſubterrancous Water, may 
{erve al. 0 for conſolidating the Earth. 
And it is manifeſt that the His are 
viſually the \rompruaries of PR 
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and Sp rings, as ; Geographers make 
good by infinite examples. Not to 
adde what a treaſury they are of .Mi- 
nerals and Metalls, and wholeſome 
Paſtura ge for Sheep, as the Rocks de- 
light the Goats and the Coneys, But 
the Poet ſeems to ſpeak ſo unskil- 
fully, as if he expected all the face 
of the Earth ſhould be: nothing elſe 
but rank” green Meadow 3 enas 
to exclude the Sea, would be like the 
draining of an Animal of its Heart- 
bloud. Or if things could be ſo con- 
trived as that all the Surface of the 
Earth ſhould be rich Meadow, and 
the World thercby thick inhabited 
by men, the Air, in all likelihood , 

W Ro become ſo unwholeſome, that 
Plagues and Death would ever and 
anon ſweep away all. - Wherefore 
long Tracts of dry and barren pla- 
ces are the ſecurity of ſo much Health 
as we enjoy : Whichis of more con- 
ſequence then to have the Earth pe- 
| ſter'd ſo with Inhabitants, and ever 
and anon to have all to ſtink with 
Not -omenels, Peſfilence and "path, 
Bat 
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Bath. And it is PR, S0- 
phron, whether thele places that ſeem 
mere forlorn Solitudes be not inhabi- 
ted by atleaſt as confiderable Crea- 
tures as Men. 

Cuph. I'll pawn my life, Bathymons 
means ſome Aereall Dzmons or Spl- 
rits. 

Bath. And why not, Cxphophron £ 

Cuph. Nay, I know nothing to the 
contrary. 

Hyl. But I do. 

Cuph. What's that, Hylobares ? 

Hyl. Why, I pray you tell me, Cx- 
phophron, how can a Spirit, that is no- 
where, be in dry and barren places 
more theft in Meadow-paſtures. 

Cuph. Away, Hylobares, you are a 
very Wag. I perceive you will break 
your brown ſtudy at any: time to 
reach me a rap upon the thumbs. 

Exiſt. Gentlemen, I know not whe- 
ther you be in earneſt or in jeſt tou- 
ching theſe Aereall Gem7z in remote 
Solitudes. But this I can aſſure 
you, that befides the uſual and fre- 
quent fame of the dancing of Fairies 
In 
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Divine Dialopues. 203 
in Woods and deſolate places, Olans 
and other Hiſtorians make frequent 
mention of theſe things 3 and that 
there are Demones Metallici , that 
haunt the very inſtde of Mountains, 
and are ſeen to work there when men 
dig inthe Mines. What merrintent 
they alſo make on the outſide of vaſt 
and remote Hills, that one Story of 
Mount Athos may give us an Inſrance 
of, as the matter is deſcribed 1n Solz- p,jytin. 
2#5, Theimpreſlion of the paſlage « 37: 
ſticks ſtill freſh in my memory even 
to the very worcs. Silet per diem u- 
niverſws, nec ſine horrore ſecrets eft - 
lucet nofurnis ignibus, choris #gipa- 
run undique perſonatur 3 audinntur © 
carts tibiarum @* tinnitus cymbalo- 
rum per oram maritimans. But of a 
more dreadfull hue 1s that Defart de- 
ſcribed by Panlws Venetus, near the 
City Top, asItakeit, inthe Domi- 
nions of the great Cham, © This 
* Wildernels, ſaith he, is very moun- 
*tainous and barren; and therefore 
*not fit ſo much as to harbour a 
* wilde Beaſt, but both by day and 
2 g i (eſpe- 
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<< ( eſpecially) by night there are 
« Soca year Mbes. Illuftons and 
© Impoſtures of wicked.Spirits. For 
«© which cauſe Travellers muſt have a 
Ka care to keep together. For if 
« by lagging behinde a man chance 
* to loſe the ſight of his company a- 
© mong(t the Rocks and Mountains, 


** he will be called out of his way by 


< thele buſte Decetvers, who ſaluting 
< him by his own name, and feigning 
<« the voice of ſome of his Fellay- 
& travellers that are gone before,will 
«lead him aſide to Nis utter deſtru- 
«Ction. There 1s heard alſo in this 
< Solitude ſometimes the ſound of 
*© Drums and Mulicall Inſtruments, 
* whichis like to thoſe noiſes in the 
. © night on Mount Azthos deſcribed by 
« Solirus, Wherefore ſuch things as 
theſe ſo frequently occurring in Hi- 
ſtory make Bathynous his Conceit to. 
look not at all extravagantly on it. 


 Sophr, Our Saviour's mentioning _ 


Spirits that haunt dry places, gives 
{ome countenance alſo to this Conceit 
of Bathynons. | 

, Es : Exiſt. 
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Exiſt. And ſo does the very KHe- 
brew word EI, whoſe Notation is 
from the field. But all theſe muſt be 
lapſed Spirits therefore. 

Bath. I, as ſure as men themſelves 
are lapſed, then which nothing is 
more, __—_ 
 Eniſt. Ando lapſed Spirits and lap- 
ſed men divide the Earth amongſt 
them. And why not the Sea too, Ba- 
thynows f 

Bath. You mean the Air over the 
ſurface of the Sea : For the Sea is 
ſufficiently well peopled with Fiſhes. 

Exiſt. "Tis true. 
 Sophr. If this were not as Poeti- 
call as Lxcretins his Poetry it ſelf, his 
Arguments fn, exe Providence were 
very weak indeed. But this is to bring 
in _ the Nereides and Oreades of 
the Pagans. 

Exift. And if fo, why not alſo the 
Hamadryades and other Spirits of the 1 
Woods, that the vaſt Woods Laxcreti- 2 
#s complains of may not be left to | 
wilde Beaſts onely, no more then the 
Sea tothe Fiſhes ? | 


Sophr. 
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Sophr. In my apprehenſipn Lacreti- 
us ſeems mightily .at a loſs for Argu- 
ments againſt Providence, while he is 
forced thus to fetch them from the 
Woods. | | 

Cuph. Becauſe you think, Sophron, 
that no Arguments can be brought 
from thence but wooden ones. 

cm” Indeed, Cuphophron , I was 


not fo witty : But becauſe the plenti-_ 


full proviſion of Wood and Timber is 
ſuch a ſubſtantial pledge of Divine 
Providence, the greateſt Conveni- 
ences of life depending thereupon. 
Exiſt. That is ſo plain a caſe, . that 
It is not to be infiſted upon. And yet 
it is nat altogether ſo devoid of. difhi- 
culty, in that the great Waods gre 
ſuch Coverts for wilde Beaſts to gar- 
riſon in. = 
Bath. But you do not conſider 
what a fine harbour they are allo: for 
the harmleſs Birds, But this is the Ig- 
norance and rude Immorality of L«- 


 cretias, that out of a ſtreight-lac'd 
Self-love he phanfies all the World fo 


made for Man, that nothing elſe 
ſhould 


Divine Dia lopues. 


ſhould have any ſhare therein 3 when- 
as all Vrregenerate perlons are as ar- 
rant brute Animals as theſe very Ani- 
als they thus vilifie and contemn. 
Sophr. I thank you for that, Bathy- 
015; for from hence,methinks,an An- 
{wer is eaſily framed againſt his Obje- 
ion ffom Man's being liable to be in- 
feſted by horrible and hurtfull Beaſts. 
For confidering the general Maſs of 


Mankinde was grown ſuch an Herd 


of wicked Animals, that 1s, Beaſts, 
what repugnancy to Providence is it 
that one Beaſt invades another for 
their private advantage 2 But JE 
Providence ſent in ſuch ſecret fup- 
plics to theſe Beaſts in humane ſhape, 
that ſeemed otherwiſe worle appoin- 
ted for fight then their ſavage ene- 
mies armed with cruel, Teeth, and 
Stings, and Horns, and Hoofs, and 
Claws, ( which ſhe did partly by en- 
dowing them with ſuch Agility of 
body and Nimbleneſs in ſwarming of 
trees, as Apes and Monkeys have 
now, but chiefly by giving them {© 
great a ſhare of Wit and Craft and 
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combining Policy ) that Lwcretins has 
no reaſon to complain againſt Nature 
for producing theſe ObjeQts that do 
but exerciſe mens Policy and Con- 
rage, and have given them an oppor- 
tunity of ſo ſucceſsfull a Victory , as 
we Le they have obtained ina man- 
ner throughout the whole World at 
this very day. And laſtly, for that 
lamentable Stary of the circumſtan- 
ces of the entrance of Infants into 
this life 5 it 1 vg mes manlizos, It 1s: zeere 
poeticall Smoke or Fume, that vaniſhes 
inthe very uttering of it, and is ſo 
far from being a juſt Subje& of Zx- 
cretias his complaining Rhetorick a- 
gainſt Providence, that it is a preg- 
nant Inſtance of 'the exaQtneſs and 
oodneſs of Providence in Nature: 
or there being ſo much wit and care 
and contrivance in Mankinde, : both 
Male and Female, the weakneſs and 
deſtituteneſs of the Infant isa grate- 
full ObjeR to entertain both the skill . 
and compaſlion of that tenderer Sex, 
both Mother , Midwife , Nurſe , or 
what other Alhiſtents : Though per: -. 
_ haps 
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Baps there has come ina greater de- 
bility in Nature by our oiyn defaults. 
But how-ever, that Body that was to 
be an Habitacle for ſo ſenſible a Spiric 


as the humane Soul, ought to be more. 


tender and delicate then that of brute 
Beaſts, according to that Phyſiogno- 
monicall Aphoriſm of Ariſtotle, oi wa- 
azxaozpze Zwouers, Nor is the crying of 
the Infant ſo much a preſage of the 
future Evils of life,as a begging of aid 
againſt the preſent frorti-them about 
him,by this natural R hetorick which 
Providence has ſo ſeaſonably- furniſh- 
ed him with. And for Lambs, and 
Calves, and Cubs of Foxes, they are 
not ſo properly ſaid to need no 
Rattles, as not to be capable of them, 
they having not ſo excellent a ſpirit 
in them as to be taken up with the ad- 
miration of any thing. - For the 
Child's amuſement at the R attle is but 


the effe&t of that Paſſion which is the 


Mother of Reaſbn and all Philoſo- 
phy. And for that laſt of all; That 
tnankinde clothe themſelves azccor- 
ding to the Seaſons of the year; it is 

—Þ theit 
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their Privilege,not their Defed : For 
bruce Beaſts, when it is cold, willing- 
ly a Ppy themſelves to the Fire. But 
x hs uly are ordinarily the Reaſo- 
pings of thoſe men that have a minde 
there ſhould be no God. 

Eniſt. I promiſe you, Sophror, you 
have laid about you very notably, I 
think 3 and though I am ſomething 
taken with the Elegancy of the Poet, 
yetI muſt confeſs I cannot but be 
convinced that his Reaſonings are 
very weak. 

Sophr. I have anſwered as well as 
I could thus extemporarily 3 and if I 
have omitted any of the Objections, 
Hylobares, if he ſee it worth the 
while, will reſume them, and propoſe 
them to Philothew., who is more exer- 
ci{ed in theſe Speculations. 

Philoth. None more able in this 
kinde then your ſelf,O Sophron : And 
I cannot but commend your caution / 
and diſcretion,that you intimate, that ' 
the Fulneſs and Solidnelſs of the Cauſe 
we contend for 15 not to be meaſured 
from what we utter thus extempora- 

rily 
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xily inthe defence theregt; as if we 
1 a moment could finde out all the 
richneſs, of that Divine Wiſedome 
that is couched in the Contrivance 
of Nature and inthe ordering of the 
World. It is ſufficient that we ſhew, 
that even ta our preſent thought ſuch 
Reaſqns aceurr as are able to ſtop 
the mouths of them that are not par- 
tially affeged, and to give a taſt | £4 
that, ifthey would ſearch farther in- 
to the Reaſons of things without pre- 
judice, they will ſtill finde Nature leſs 
faulty, or rather more and more per- 
fec at the bottom. | | 
Philop. I think it is not without a vil. 
ſpecial Providence, O Hylobares, that lo. 
yau axe fallen into the company of fe: with | 
ſo many $kilfull and ſucceſsful defen- Cen 
ders of Providence; and therefore neſs of Prong 
I defire you would produce the moſt 
conſiderable Scruples that ever diſ- 
eaſed your minde. For if any-where, 
you will here finde a Cure. 
 Hyl. I ſhall produce all, Phzlopols, 
and conſequently the moſt confide- 
rable,but in ſuch order as they occurr 
LE - Be 
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to my memory. And forthe preſent 
theſe are thoſe that ſwim vu l oft 
in my thoughts ; viz. Diſeaſes, War, 
Famine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, and 
Dedth it ſelf, the ſad effec of fo af- 
frightfull cauſes. Theſe, methinks, 
do not ſo well confiſt with that berie- 
nity of Providence that Philothens con- 
tends for. 

Philoth. Theſe are indeed ſad and 
terrible Names, Hylobares; but I hope 
to make it appear, that the World in 
general are more ſcar'd then hurt by 
theſe affrightfull Bug-bears. I will be- 
gin with that which is accounted the 
moſt horrid, I mean, Deethit ſelf. For 
why ſhould mankinde complain of 
this Decree of God and Nature, 
which is ſo neceſlary and juſt? I 
mean net onely in reference to our 
Lapſed condition, which incurr'd the 
arnncs of Death ; but that there is a 

ecoming Sweetneſs in this Severity, 
in reſpect both of the Soul it ſelf, as 
it is ſo timely releaſed from this bon- 
dage of Vanity, andalſoin regard of 
our peccamiroms terreſiriall Perſonali- 
ties 
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ties here. - ForI hold it an Oecano- 
my more befitting the Goodneſs of 
God, to communicate life to a ſuccee- 
ding Series of terreſirial perſons, then - 
that one conſtant number of them 
ſhould monopolize all the good of the 
world, and ſo ſtifle and foreſtall all 
ſucceeding Generations. 

Hjl. I do not underſtand that, Phi- 
lethens/ Why may not a ſet ſufficient 
number of men, equal to the largeſt 
number of the Succeſſion, be as meet 
an, Objet of the Divine Goodneſs, 
as.a continuall Succeſſion of them ? 
For there is an equal communication 
af good in the one caſe and in the 
other. 

Philoth. If there be this equality , 
it argues an indiffterency whether 
way it be; and therefore it is no 
flaw in Providence what-ever way it 
is, But yet Ifay that way thatis ta- 
ken 1s the beſt : becauſe that in this 
terreſtriall condition there would be 
a ſatiety of the enjoyments of this 
lifez and therefore it is fit that, 
as well-ſaturated Gueſts , we ſhould 
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I bcheve Ph#lothens alludes 
Wha; Lncrerins, Where he brings 
in Nature arguing exceſtently well a- 
gainſt the fond Comptaints of Man- 
kimde : 
Quid tibi tartbpere eft,mortalis quod 
mis 
Ln#tbus induloes? qwid Marten con- 
gems wc fer? 
Nene "4 7 grata futt Yibi vite artentta, 


 priorque, 

Et or onvtia,pertufiene congefta quef 
I: ons, 

Conmotls per fluxbre atque ingrata 
zuteriere, 


hw _—_ ut plenns wite conviun rete- 
=P © 
Philoth. Brit'my eye was moſt'u 
the following Vela: £E 
Wan: tibi orierta quod machiner i in- 
verrimpue 
Puod placeat rihil eft ) tudes Ju. 
' 0#tnia femper. 
$1 tibi 2077 anmis corpus Jan marcet, 
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Confeth1 languert, eatiem tamen one- 
niareftant , 
_— fi pergas vivendo vincere ſ#- 
cla. 
From whence I would inferr, That 
there is more joy and pleaſure ariſes 
to men inthis way of Succeſſion of 
mankinde , then if there were the 
ſame men alwaies. And the Thea- 


tre of the World is better varied and 


made more delightfull to the invifible 
Spefatours of it, as alſo the Records 
of Hiſtory to them that reade them. 
For it were a dull thing to have al- 
wates the ſame Afours upon the 
Stage. Beſides that the varieties of 
mens Ages would be loſt, and the 
prettineſles of their Paſſions, and the 
difference of Sexes, which afford 
their peculiar pleaſures and delights 
one to another. And there 1s the 
ſame reaſon for Brutes, who when 
they die, though they finde not them- 
ſelves in the other State, as we do, 


yet they no. more miſs themſelves af- 


ter Death then they ſought them- 
{elves before they were born. 


4 Hyl. 
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Hyl. I muſt confeſs, "pM that 
che —] 1s at leaſt ſo diſputable, that 
a man..cannot lay any juſt charge a- 


gainſt Providence from this Topick. 


. Philoth, Beſides, Hylobares, it ſeems 
to be of the very nature of terreſtri- 
all Animals to be mortal ,, and that 
without the force of a Miracle they. 
cannot endure for ever, What there- 
fore could Providence doe better, 
then to make their Speczes immor- 
tal by a continued Propagation and 
Succeſſion? For that is the infirmity 
of oxr particular nature to dote upon. 
Tndividuals : But the Divine Gogd- 
xeſ;, which is Univerſal, is of a more 
releaſed and large nature 3 and fince 
Individuals will be thus fading and 
mortal, concerns her ſelf onely in the 
Conſeryatian of the Species. To all 
which you may adde, That unleſs 
you could ſecure this terreſtrial 
World from Sin and ſenſe of Grief 
and Pain, not ta be able to die, to the 
generality of men oppreſled and tor- 
mented by the Tyranny and Wicked- 
nels of ot on might prove the grea- 


teſt 
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teſt Infelicity that could befall them. 
Immortality , Hylobares, joyn'd with 
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Pride and Ambition , would eafily 


bring the World to this paſs: And 
men now , though mortal , yet con- 
ceive immortal Enmities one againſt 
another. - 

Hyl. That's ſhrewdly ſuggefted, 
Philotheus. But admit the neceſlity 
of dying, what neceſlity or conveni- 
ency of the frequentnels of Diſeaſes £ 
Which is an Head in Lyxcretins which 
Sophron forgot to ſpeak to. 

Philoth. As for Diſeaſes 1n general, 
Hylobares , they are as neceſlary Se- 

uels of the terreſtriall Nature as 
Death it felf. But as Death would 
viſit us more {lowly, ſo would Diſea- 
ſes leſs fiercely and frequently , if it 
were not for our own Intemperance 
and irregular Paſſions; which we are 
to blame for what we finde moſt m- 
tolerable, and not to tax Providence, 
which has contrived all for the beſt , 
and has let nothing paſs without ma- 
ture judgement and deliberation. For 


Di ſeaſes. themſelves, though the na- 


tural 
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tural ſequels of a mortal Conftituti- 
on, may well be approved of by the 
Divine Wiſedom for ſundry Reaſons. 
As firſt, While they are inflicted they 
better the minde in thoſe that are 


. good, and are but a juſt Scourge to, 


them thatareevilz and the pleaſure 
of Recovery doth ordinarily more 
then compenſate the over-paſt miſery 
m both. So little cauſe have either 
to complain of the negleCt of Provi- 
dence in ſuch viſitations. 

Bath. Nay, indeed, I think that 
mankinde have ſo little reaſon to 
complain, that they have rather a 
very " high obligation to admire and 
extoll that Providence that ſutters to. 
many outward Evzls, as they are cal- 
led, to. rove 1n the World. For 
where they hit, they frequently put 
us into. fuch capacities of ſeriouſly 
bethinking our ſelves of the duties 
of Piety and Vertue as we ſhould ne- 
ver meet with, for all the boaſts of 
our Free will, unleſs theſe heavy 
weights were calt into. the balance to. 
porze againſt our propenſions to. fol- 
CL ae low, 


Ws > 


Divine Dialogues. 


low the Luſts and Pleaſures of life, 
and the otdmary Aflurements of the 
World. | | 

Philoth. That is excellently well 
obferved indeed, Bathymons, 

Hy]. But I pray you proceed, Phz- 
2othens. | 

Philoth. T was obferving m the fe- 
ond place, That the fick being a ſpe- 
tacleto them that are wel,make them 
more ſenſible of their own Health, 
and ſhould ſtir up in them thankfall 
Devotion ſane, God their Preſer- 
ver, and engage them to employ 
their Health to the beſt purpotfes. 
Andlaſtly, That Diſeaſes are a nota- 
ble Objett of man's art and induſtr 
and $skill in Medicine : The exercite 
whereof does very highly gratific 
them that are either lovers of Man- 
| kinde orof Money. That therefore 
that does naturally accrue to the con- 
dition of a terreſtria!l-Creature, why 
ſhould God interpoſe his Ogmnipoten- 
cy to disjoin it, efpecially it bringing 


along with it fych confiderable Con-' 


yeniences> Nor muſt we think much 


that. 
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that ſometimes a Diſeaſe is invincible? 
For thereby Sickneſs becomes more 
formidable to the Patient, withour 
which it would not prove ſo good 
Phyſick to his Soul ; and general ſuc- 
ceſs would leſſen the eſtimate of the 
Cure, and the pleaſure of eſcaping the 
danger of the Diſeaſe; as likewiſe 
it would diminiſh the Joys and Con- 
gratulations of Friends and officious 
* Vitſitants. For it is fit that things 
ſhould be ſet home upon our Paſtions, 
that our Delights thereby may be- 
come more poinant and triumphant. 
Ix Hyl. You come off jollily, me- 
Y of wars thinks, Philothens, apologizing thus 
| Peſtilence, fnithe general. But if you will more 
| «d Earth- cloſely view the particular grim 
| PF countenances of thoſe more horrid - 
Diſaſters of mankinde, War, Famine, 
Peſtilence, and Earthquakes,which I in- 
timated before, theſe one would 

think ſhould abate your courage. 
Philoth. Concerning theſe, Hylo- 
bares, I anſwer, firſt in general, That 
it is worth our taking notive of, how 
Divine Providence has counted ypon 
Et 
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this extraordinary expenſe of man's 
bloud and life, the Generations of 
men being not conſiderably ſcanted 
for all theſe four greedy devourers 
of them. And therefore we ought 
to conſider what a teſtimony of the 
Perfeftian of the works of God in 
Nature the greateſt Diſaſters of the 
world are. For if they did not ap- 
PR ſhould think it I1able tonone, 
ut that it ſtood wholly on its' own 
leggs. But we now ſeeing it liable to 
ſo great ones, and yet ſuch as are per- | 
DOmey triumphed over by that ; 
iſedom and Counſel of God that is 
ſo peremptorily carried on in the na- 
ture of things, we are thereby mani- 
feſtly convinced of a Providence e- 
ven from ſuch things as at firſt fight 
ſeem moſt tocontradi it. To which - 
you may adde that eminent uſe of 
the Calamitouſneſs of this Scene of 
things, if we mult needs think it ſo, 
namely the ſerious ſeeking aftet a 
Portion in thoſe Regions that are not 
ſubje& to ſuch horrid Diſaſters, thoſe 
Sedes quiete, as your EE 
them, 
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them, Hyloberes, and in imitation of 
Homer, that more religious Poct, de- 
ſcribes them very elegantly. I be- 
lieve Exzzftox could recxe the Verlcs. 

_—_ remember them vexy well, 


Phalothens. | 

Apparet Divieu numen, ſedsfque qui- 
ce, Es 

Ouas neque cax cutiunt Vert, nec nur 

ila nimbis 

Aſpergunt, neque nix acri concreta 
pruin 

Cana cadens violat, ſemperque inmu- 
bilus Ether 


Integit, &* large difſuſe lumine ri- 
det. 


I Hyl. But Idanot intend to be thus 
F py off with anold Song, Philothens - 
deſire to hear your account of thoſe 
. four more diſmall Particulars I pro- 
poſed. | 
Phileth, Why, that is no ſuch hard 
Province, Hylobares. For as for War 
and its eftefts, it is not to be caſt upon 
God, but on our ſelves, whoſe unta- 
med Lufts, having ſhaken off the 
yoke of Reaſon, make us mad after 
Do- * 
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Dominion and Rule over others, and 
our Pride and Haughtineſs impatient 
of the leaſt Affront or Injury. And 
for Fewing, it 1s ordinarily rather the 
effect of War then the defeCt of the 
Soil or unkindlineſs of the Seafon 
which 1f it were, mens Providence 
and Frugality might eaſily prevent 
any more direfull jill conſequences 
thereof 3 and preſent neceſſities ſet 
mens wits on work. And there is al- 
ſo that Communication betwixt Na- 
tions and Countries, that Supplies are 
uſually made in ſuch like Exigencies. 
I om Plagues and Peſtilences would. 
ſeem more juſtly chargeable upon 
God, did we not pull them down up- 
on our ſelves asdelerved Scourges - 4 
our Diſobedience. And though whole 
Cities be ſometimes {wept away with 
them, as that of Atherws and Conſtan- 
tinople, yet we are-to confider that 
ſuch acute Diſeafes make quick dil- 
patch 5 which makes ankas ci 7 n 
like manner the more tolerable. For 
whether they be Iſlands or Cities that 
are thus ſwallowed into the ground 

or 
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or ſunk 1nto the Sea, it is a preſent 
Death and more ſpeedy Buriall. Thus 
periſhed thoſe two famous Cities of 
Achaia, Helice and Bris 3 as alſo, ac- 
cording to Plato and ſome others, an 
ancient Azlaritich Ifland funk into the 


| Sea. But what more then ordinary 


miſchief came to the Inhabitants ? 
For the Souls of the good, having 
once left their Bodies, would eaſily 
find way through the Cranmies of the 
Earth or depth of the Sea, and ſo 
paſs tothoſe Ethereall Seats and man- 
ſions of the Bleſſed: Arid for the 
Souls of the bad, what advantage the 


Atheiſt can make to himſelf by in- 


quiring after thei I know not. If a 
man's phancie therefore be not ſud- 
denly Fratch'd away, theſe things are 
nothing ſo terrible as they ſeem at 
firſt fight; nay, ſuch as we of our 
own accord imitate iti Sed-fights, 
which have ſunk I know not how ma- 
ny thouſands of floating Iflands thick . 
inhabited, by the thane and batte- 
ry of murtherous Cannons. Burt it 
is the skill of the great Dramatiſt to 
| ___ enfick 
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enrich the Hiſtory of the World with 


ſuch Tragicall tranſations. For were 


it not for bloudy fightings of Battels 
and dearly-bought Victories, the 
ſtrange Changes and Subverfions of 
Kingdoms arid Empires, the horrible 
Narrations of Countties depopulated 
by devouring Plague and F amine, of 
whole Cities ſwallowed down by un- 
expected Earthquakes, and entire 
Continents dtown'd by ſudden Inun- 
dations, the Spectatours of this tetre- 
ſtriall Stage-play would even nod for 
want of ſomething more then ordina- 
rily notorious to engage and hold on 
their attention. Wherefore theſe 
things are not at all amiſs for the ad- 
orning of the Hiſtory of Time, and 
recommending of this Theatre of the 
World to thole that are contempla- 
tive of Nature and Providence: For 
the Records of theſe fore-paſt Miſe- 
ries of other Ages and Places natu- 
rally engender a pious Fear 1n the 
well-diſpoled, and make all that hear 
thereof more ſenſibly reliſh their pre- 
tent tranquillity and happineſs. And, 

Q Which 
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which is ever to be conſidered, the 
uncxhauſtible ſtock of the Univerſe 
will very eafily bear the expenſe of 
all thefe ſo-amuſing Pomps and So- 
temmities : which therefore give the 

more ample witneſs to the Wiſedone 
and Power of the Deity. 
]. But we ſeek more ample wit- 
 nefles of his Goodneſ7, O Philothexr. 
Phzloth. Why, it is one part of his 
Goodneſs thus to diſplay before us 
his Wiſedom and Power, to perfect our 
Natures, and bring us into admirati- 
on and Jove of himſelf. For you ſee 
all theſe things have their Uſefulneſs, 
that 1s, their advantageous regard to 

us. For God wantsnothing. 

| *-  FHyl. Nay, 1 ce you will make e- 
F wo - very thing out, PhzJothews., Nor dare I 
| bapp:riig adventure to propole to you the Adur- 
| 2.2"  74in of Cattel or Kots of Sheep, 
F wi-4y * Whenas you have already ſuggeſted 
| {4 175 that touching the mortality of men 
| 114, Which you will expect ſhould ſtop my 
| mouth. AndI confeſs you may adde, 
I that they may be ſwept away ſome- 
Y times for the Wickednefs or wages of 
b | TNELT 
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their Owners. And therefore I wal 
not ſp mpch infiſt upon the death of 
dumb Creatures, as upon ſuch Acci- 
dents as may make their lifes more 
lingringly miſerable; as the putting 
ſome Limb our of joint, the breaking 
of a Bone, or the like. For why 
does na that inviſible Power that in- 
vigilates over all things prevent ſuch 
ſad Accidents ?- it being as ealie for 
him that made them to keep them 
from harm, as it was to make them 
he being able to doe all things without 
any trouble ar diſturbance to himſelf, 
and being ſo good and berigr as to de- 
ſpiſe none of his innocent Creatures: 

Philoth. T his is pertinently urged, 
Hylobares. But I anſwer, That God 
has made the World as a complete 
Antomaton, a Machina that is to move 
upon its own Spring and Wheels, 
without the frequent recourſe of the 
Artificer 5 for that were but a Bungle: 
Wherefore that the Divine Art or 
Skill incorporate into Matter might 
be tnanifeſt, abſolute Power does not 
iaterpole, but the condition of every 


Q 2 thing 
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thing is according to the beſt Contri- 
vance this terrene Matter is capable 
of. Wherefore theſe ill Accidents 


that 194.1 24 to living Creatures teſti- 
fie that there is nothing but the ord:- 


nary Divine Artifice modifying the 


Matter that keeps up the Creature in 
its natural condition and hFppineſs. 
Whereby the Wiſedome of God is 
more clearly and wonderfully ſet out 
tous3 that notwithſtanding the frail- 
ty of the Matter, yet the carefull Or- 
ganization.of the Parts of a Creature 
does ſo defend it from miſchief, that 
it very ſeldom happens that it falls in- 
to ſuch harms and caſualties as you 
ſpecifie. Bur if an immediate extra- 
ordinary and abſolute Power did al- 
ways interpoſe for the ſafety of the 
Creature, the efficacy of that Intelle- 
ctual Contrivance of the Matter into 
ſuch Organs and Parts would be ne- 
ceſJarily hid from our knowledge , 
anc] the greateſt pleaſure of natural 
Philoſophy come to nothing. Which 
is of more concernment then the per- 
petuall ſecurity of the Limbs of. every 

| | Beaſt 3 
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Beaſt 3 eſpecially it happening ſo ve- 
ry ſeldome_ that Ro Oſ Rn are 
either ſtrain'd or broken, unleſs it be 
long of. us, and then Providence is 
acquitted. | 

Hyl. How long of us, Philothews 2 
For theſe miſchances are incident to 
more Creatures then we ride on, or. 
make to draw at either Plough, 
Coach, or Cart. 

Philoth. As for example, when one 
ſhoats at a flock of Pigeons or a fluſh 
of Ducks,do you expect that Divine 
Providence ſhould & guide the ſhot 
_ that it ſhould hit none but what it 
kill'd outright, and not ſend any a- 
way with a broken leg? By the 
ſame reaſon neither ſhould. it bh in 
our power to break the leg of a Bird, 
if ſhe were in our hands. And,which 


is of greater moment;, the Judge 
ſhould be ſtruck dumb ſo ſoon as he 
began to give Sentence againſt the 
Innocent; the Sword ſhould fall out 
of the hand of him that maintains an 
unjuſt Quarrell; the lips of the Prieſt 


ſhould be miracylonſly ſealed up ſo. 
Q3 hoon 
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fon 23 He began to vent falſe Do- 
atin&s, and deliide the pevple With 
Lies5 and the Uiniertus Phyſick- of 
ether'an unSkilfuilt or villanichs Phy- 
fician ſhould never be able to itide 
the way to the niButh of the credu- 
FBls Patient. The ſenſe of Which 
Wwould'be, That God ſhould make 
mian a free Creature, and yet Viglent- 
ly determine him to orte part.” hich 
would make uſeleſs the ſundry Facu]- 
ties of the Sou}, prevent the vari 
of Orders of men, fence theſe bu 
Agtours on thisStage of the Earth , 
and by this patpable Tnterpoſall, asit 
wee, bring Chr: ; hed to Fe een be- 
fore the time. Thuns would the Tg- 
rioraticee and Tmpattence 'of the un- 
Skilftil raiſe the Theatre before the 
Play be half done, the intricdcy of 
the Plot making the Spectacle tedi- 
ous to them that underſtand it not. 
But letthe Atheiſt kriow there will 
be'a ©: im wnalir, Chriſt coming in 
the Clouds , that ſhall falve upall, 
whom he ſhall ſee at length to his own 
ſorrow and confulion, | 

Piilop. 


Dzvine Dialopues. 
Philop. Excellently good indeed , 

Philothens ! 

__  Hyl. Anditis well itis (o, _—_ 
l;s, for otherwiſe it were intolerable. 
For he repeats but what he ſaid be- 
fore upon my firſt Obje&tion. But 
Ns x Teis T0 Kanvw. 

Philop. I pray you, Philothews,pro- 
ceed. 
Philoth. In the mean time God has 
not left us without excuſe , having 
given us the admirable works of Na- 


ture and the holy Oracles to exerciſe 


our Faith andReaſon. But ſo fre- 
quent and palpable Interpellations in 
humane aftairs would take away the 
Uſefulneſs of both, and viokehy 
compell, not perſuade, the free Crea- 


ture. And thus would our Intelle- 


Qruals loſe their moſt proper and plea- 
fant Game , the ſeeking out God by 
his footſteps in the Creation. For 
this were to thruſt himſelf upon us 
whether we would' or no, not to 
give us the pleaſure and exerciſe of 
 iearching after him in the trafs of 
Nature; in which there is this ſur- 


Q 4 prizing 
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prizing Delight, that if we meet with 
any thing that ſeems leſs agreeable at 


- firſt ſight, let us uſe the greateſt wit we 


can to alter it, upon farther triall we 
ſhall finde thar we have but made it 
worſe by our tampering with it. Sa 
that we alwaics finde that what-ever 
Evil there 1s in the World, it 1s © be 
charged upon the 1ingapability of. the 
Creature, not the envy or oyer-i1i't 
of the Creatour. For did thines pro- 
ceed from ſuch a Principle as watitzd 
either Ski or Goodneſs, that were 
not God. 

Hyl. That is acknowledged con 
both ſides. But this is the thivg, we 
{weat at, to make the Phanomeza of 
the World correſpond with ſo excel- 
lent a Principle. Which, methinks, 
nothing does ſo harſhly grate againſt 
as that Law of Cruelty and Rapine , 
which God himſelf ſeems to have im- 

lanted in Nature amongſt ravenqus 
3irds and Beaſts. For things are there 
as he has made them, __ It is plain 
in the Talons, . Peaks, Paws and 
Teeth of theſe Creatures, that they 
arc 
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are armed fittingly for that Tragicall 
deſign. Fog Conmiliing 
that man hath over the hves of 
them all. | 

Cuph. I am heartily glad to ſee 
this puzzling ObjeCion brought up- 
on the Stage z not that I would have 
the cauſe of Providence any way 
entangled or prejudiced, but that 
there is ſo fit an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing the unparallel'd uſefulneſs (in the 
greateſt exigencies) of the peculiar 
Notions of that ſtupendious Wit Des- 
Cartes : amongſt which that touching 
Brutes being mere Machina's 1s very 
notorious. _ | 

Philop. So it is indeed, O Cupho- 
phron. 

Cuph. And the uſefulneſs here as 
notorious. For it takes away all 
that conceived hardſhip and miſery 
that brute Creatures undergo, either 
by our-rigid Dominion over them,or 
by their fierce Cruelty one upon an- 
other. This new Hypotheſis ſweeps 
away all theſe Difficulties' at one 
: ſtroke. 


Hyl. 
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Hyl. This is a ſubtil invention in- 
deed, Cyphophron, to exclude brute 
Creatures always from Life,that they 
may never ceaſe to live, ; 

C»ph. You miſtake me, Hylobares 3 
I exclude them from life, that they 
may never die with Pain. 

Hyl. Why, few men but die ſo, C- 
phophron, and yet ſcarce any man but 
thinks it worth the while to have 1t- 
ved, though he muſt die at laſt in 


{uch circumſtances. And there not 


being that Reflexiveneſs nor ſo com- 
prehenſive and preſagient an Anxiety 


_ orpreſent deep Reſentment in Brutes 1n 


their ſuffering as in rational Crea- 
tures, that{hort Pain they undergo 
when they are devoured by one an- 
other cannot be conſiderable nor 
bear the thouſandth proportion to 
that Pleafure they have reaped in 
their life. So that it is above a thou- 
ſand times better that they ſhould be 
animated with ſenſitive life, then be 
but mere Machina's. | 
Philop. Truly, methinks Hylobares 
argues very demonſtratively againſt 
| YOu, 
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you, Cxphophron ; and that therefore 
the Carteffay Hy pothelis in this caſe 
is ſo far fram helping out any Difh- 
culty in Divine Providence, that it 
were the greateſt Demonſtration in 
the world againſt the Goodneſs there- 
of, if it were true 3 namely, That ſuch 
aninfinite number of Animals, as we 
call them, capable of being lo truly, 
and of enjoying a vital happinels, 
ſhould be made but mere ſenſeleſs 
Puppets, and devoid of all the joys 
and pleaſures of life. 


_ Hy. expett a better Anſwer fram - 
Plothews, or elſe 1 ſhall be very. 


much left in the dark. 
 Philoth, My Anſwer in brief 1s this : 
T hat this 1s the Sport that the Divine 
Wiſedome affords the Contemplative 
in the ſpeculation of her works, 1n 
that ſhe puzzles them at the firſt 
ſight even tothe making of her ſelf 
ſaſpe&ed of fome Overſight, and that 
ſhe has committed ſome offence a- 
gainſt the facred nature of God, which 
Is Goodneſs and Juſtice it felf 5 which 
yetthey afterwards more accurately 
£7 — ſcanning 
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ſcanning finde moſt of all agreeable 
to that Rule. As certainly it 1s 
here. For what is ſo juſt as that A- 
phoriſm of Pythagores his School, 
T3 dpnov ivexe 4s Grarioves, that the worſe 
is made for the better £ And what ſo 

ood wiſedome, as to contrive things 
or the higheſt enjoyment of all? 
Forl ſay, as I ſaid before, That Di- 
vine Providence in the generations of 
Fiſhes, Birds and Beaſts, caſt up in 
her account the Supernumeraries that 
were to be meat for the reſt. And : 
Hylobares is to prove whether ſo ma- 
ny Individuals of them could come 
into the World and cantinue ſo in 
ſucceſſion, if they were not ta be le(- 
ſened by this ſeeming cruel Law of 
{-eding one upon another. And be- 
lides, we ſee ſundry Species of living 


_ Creatures this way the moſt plea- 


ſantly and tranſpartingly provided 
for. For how delightfull a thing it 
1s for them by their craft and agility 
of body to become maſters of their 
Prey, men that make to themſelves a 
fortune by their own wit, policy and 
EE valour, 
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ſomething of conſequence is in chace, 
1t makes the cs of the Game 
more ſolid, fills the Faculties with 
more vigour and alacrity, and makes 
the Victory more ſavoury and valu- 
able. As running for a wager makes 
a man feel his Iimbs with more cou- 
rage and ſpeed,and finde himſclf more 
pleaſed that he has overcome his 
Antagoniſt. Wherefore the Animal 
life in Beaſts and Birds (and they 
were never intended for any thing 
higher) 1s highly gratify'd by this ex- 
erciſe of their ſtrength and craft,and 
yet the Species of all things very co- 
. Plouſly preſerved. Bur to complain 
that ſome certain numbers are to be 
lopp'd - off, which notwithſtanding 
Wh. at laſt die, and if they lived and 
propagated without any ſuch curb, 
would bea burthen to the Earth and 
to themſelves for want of food, it 1s 
but the Cavill of our own Sofineſs 
and 7gnorant Effeminacy,no jult charge 
againſt God or Nature. For the Di- 
vine Wiſedome freely and generoul- 


ly 
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ly having provided for the whole, 
does nat, as Man, dote on this or that 


Particular, but willingly lets them go 


for a more ſolid and more Univerſal 
good. And as for Beeves and Sheep, 
the more ordinary food of Man, how 
often 1s the Countrey-man at a lofs 
for Graſs and Fodder for them? Judge 
then what this fooliſh pity of ever 
{paring them would bring upon them. 
They would multiply fo faſt,that they 
would die for famine and want of 
food. 

Hyl. What you ſay, Philsthews, 1 
mult confeſs is not immaterial. But 
yet, methinks, jt looks yery harſhly 
ad cruelly, that one living Creature 
ſhould tall upon another and flay 
him, when he has done him no. 
wrong. 

Phileth. Why, Hylobares, though I 
highly commend this gogd nature in 
you, yet I mult tell you it is the 1di- 
oticalaeſs of your phancie that makes - 
yau thus puzzled in this caſe. Fot 
you phanſie Brutes as if they were 
Men : whenas they have no other 

- Law 
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Law then the common Law of Na- 
ture, which is the Law of Self- love. 
the cravings of which they will (a- 
tice , What-ever is incommodated 
thereby. As the Fire will burn if it 
take hold, though to the conſumpti- 
on of a whole Foreſt, notwithſtan- 
ding theWood never did the Fire any 
hurt, that it ſhould uſe it ſo : ſoeve- 
ry Animal would fatisfie its own cra- 
ving appetite, though it were by the 
devouring of all the world beſide. 
This every Sparrow, Titmouſe or 
Swallow would doe. So that if you 
will indulge to that phancy, they are 
all wicked altke; and therefore it 
need not ſeem ſo harlb that the De- 
vourers arealſo to be. devoured. But 
it is the moſt true and Philoſophicall 
apprehenſion, to impute no more 
wickedneſs.to devouring Brutes then 
to ſwallowing Gulfs of the Sea.or de- - 


vouring Fire. of the Rage 
Hyl. Why, Philothews, that is the 9 # Ele- © 
ments, the _ 


thing I was going toobjeCt inthe next p,j7,, of 
place 3 I mean, as well the Rage.of Serpents, : 
the Elements, as the Wrath of wilde 5/11” 


Bealts 9» Beaſts. 
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Beaſts, and ſeveral Monſtroſities of 
Creatures that occurr, whether whole 
Species or ſingle Individuals. For do 
not theſe diſcover ſome malignancy 
in the Principles of the World, in- 
conſiſtent with ſo lovely and benign 
an Authour as we ſcek after ? 

Exiſt. I can tell you an Hypotheſis, 
Hylobares, that will ſufficiently ſolve 
this Objection, if you and I could 
cloſe with it. 

Hyl. I warrant you mean the Beh- 
zenicall,the corruption of the Dzvire 
Sal-nitre by the Rebellion of Lucifer 
againſt his Maker. Theſe things I 
admire at a diſtance, Exiſtor, but, as 
you ſay, I have not an heart to cloſe 
with them. For cannot believe that 
there is any might or counſell that 
can prevail againſt God 3 or that he 
can overſhoot himſelf ſo far, as to 
vive the ſtaffe out of his own hands 
in ſuch a meaſure as 1s taught 1n that 
Hypotheſis. Wherefore, Philothews, 
I defire a more credible account of 
theſe things from you. | 

Philoth. I (hall ofter you,Hylobares, 

avery 
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a very calle and intelligible Suppo- 
ſition, 2, 
Hyl. I pray you what is it, Philothe- 
#5 2 TI long to hear it. ES 
_ Philoth. Onely this; That this 
Stage of the Earth and the compre- 
henfion of its Atmoſphere is one of the 
meaneſt, the leaſt glorious and leaſt 
happy Manſions in the Creation 3 and 
that God may make one part of the 
Creation leſs noble then another, nay 
it may be his Wiſedom requires it 
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ſhould be fo at _—_ in proceſs of 


time 3 as the Art of Painting requires 
dark Colours as well as thoſe more 
bright and florid in well-drawn Pi- 
tures. Therefore I ſay the nature of 
things, even of all of them, Sin one- 
ly excepted, is but leſs good here, not 
truly evil or malignant. | 
Hyl. How does that appear, Phi- 
lothews 7 
- Philoth. It is manifeſt, for exam- 
ple, that there is no ſuch malignant 
heat as is ſuppoſed in Fire, but all is 
ſonnd and ſacred, if it be in due mea- 


ſure and in right circumſtances ap- _. 


 - ply'd, 


# Ids 0 AAS te Nate 7 i tae es HA, 


Divine Dialogues. 
ply'd. For it is well known that the 
gentle and comfortable Rays of the 
Sun may be ſo crouded together in 
one point by the artifice of Glaſles , 
that they will be ſo furiouſly hot as to 
melt hard metalline bodies. And little 
queſtion is to be made but that there 
ate certain particles, good ſtore, in 
Nature, of a form long and flexible, 
that the ordinary heat of the Sun rai- 


ting intoa Vapour, and he or ſome 


apitating them, will cauſe migh 

inds and Tempeſts, and the 
Tempeſts vehemently toſs the Sea, 
and make it rage and roar. But that 
Sea-volages become dangerous by 
this means, 1s bur the exerciſe of the 
Fit and obſervation of man, and has 
occaſioned a more accurate Art of 
Navigation. And if ſome Ships not- 
withſtanding be caſt away, it ever 
makes the Paſſenger that has any 
Piety in him pay his Vows at Land 
with greater religion and devotion. 
And for the Wrath of Beaſts, it has 
nothing more diabolicall in it then 
natu- 


higher Principle ſtill more ſtrongly 
E 
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natural Choler and the flames of 
Fire, which do no more hurt then 
the pure beams of -the Sun paſſing 
through a pure Glaſs, whoſe figure 
onely makes them burn. But the 
ins of God indeed ſeems more 
arely ſet ont in theſe fierce Beaſts 
of prey, ſuch as the Lion, Bear, and 
Tiger, and is yet more terrible in huge 
ſcaled Dragons and Serperts, But if 
theſe kind of Creatures bear any 
miſchief or poiſon in their teeth or. 
tails or their whole bodie, that poi- 
ſon is nothing but difproportionality 
of particles to the particles of our 
own Or other Animals bodies. And 
Nature has armed us with cautton , 
flight and abhorrency from ſuch 
dreadfull Spectacles. But we muſt 
not make our abhorrency the mea- 
ſure and true eſtimate of others Na- 
tures. For thoſe poiſonous Crea- 
tures are not poiſonous to their own 
kinde, and are ſo far from mutual ab- 
horrency, that they are joyned mathe 
neareſt link of love that can be... 


whereby they propagate their Fpe> 
R 2 CIes. 


Divine Dialogues. 


cies. Wherefore theſe Objects of fo 
terrible an aſpect are not evil in them- 
ſelves, but being capable of the de- 
lights of the Animal life as well as any 
other, and being ſo egregioully dire- 
fall to behold, as living Symbols of 
that Attribute of Power unqualified 
with Goodneſs, they were rightly 
brought into Being in this Region of 
Sin, as ready Inſtruments of Divine - 
Wrath, notorious Ornaments of the 
\ . Theatre of the World, and a great 
enrichment of the Hiſtory of Na- 
ture, which would be defective, did 
it not run from one extreme to ano- 
ther. For even variety of {ſweet 
things cloy, and there 1s no remedy 
ſo good as the mixture of ſharp, bit- 
ter and fowr. : 
XIII, And therefore thoſe more ſacre 
5 2M- and congruous Laws of Nature are 
| xa. fometimes violated by her own Pre- 
rogative, as is manifeſt in the birth of 
Menſiers3 which I lookupon as but 
a picce of Sportfulneſs in the order 
of things, az when a well-favoured 
Foy makes a wry mouth out of wan- 
tonneſls, 
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tonneſs, whereupon the ſudden com- 
poſure of his countenance into its 
natural frame ſeems the more lovely 
and amiable. But for theſe prodig1- 
ous Deviations, they are not many. 


_ For itis the rarity of them that invites 


the people to look afterthem. And 
it is a plain argument they are well 
pleaſed with theſe novel Spectacles, 
they ſo willingly parting with their 
moneys to have the fight of them. 
For theſe diverlities of Objecs in the 
World variouſly touch the minds of 


men, playing upon their ſeverall Af- 


fections and Faculties as a Muſician 
on the ſundry Keys of an Organ or 
Virginals. And that Stop which is 
a Diſcord of it ſelf, yet not being too 
long (tood upon, makes the ſuceeeding 
Harmony more ſweet. And ſoit 1s1n 
that which is uglily defective or mni(- 
ſhapen, it quickens the ſenſe of 'that 
due Shape and Eleganey we ſee ordi- 
narily in other things. But that there 
are whole Nations abſolutely mon- 
{trous or mis{hapen, ſuch as the Cp70- 
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the like, it will be then time enough 
to anſwer to that Difficulty, when the 
truth of the Xory is cleared. , The 
probability of which I think Exiſtor 
1sas able to judge of as molt men, he 
taking ſo ſpecial a felicity in reading 
of. Hiſtories. 

Exiſt. That there are ſuch mon- 
ſtrous Nations mentioned in Hiſtory, 
O Philothers, it cannot be diflembled. 
But for the credibility of the Story 
or pertinency to this Subject, that 1s 
nat ſo clear. For in my apprehenſion 
Hiſtorians do very much betxay their 
vanity in the very circumſtances of 
what they relate. Asin the A/onoco- 
li of Tartarie, which, they ſay, have 
but one Arm as well as but one Leg); 
but they adde, that they run ſo ſwitt 
on that lingle Hand and Foot, that no 
Hozſe can keep pace with them. 
Which if it were true, what great 
charge could be laid againſt Nature 
for making ſo admirable and uſefull 
a Fabrick? There is alſo a People 


near California, called Exnoticeti , 


which they ſay have long Ears that 
| -” = 
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all ſo large and thin and limber, that 
they hang like a Skarf behinde or be- 
fore them3 which they ſpread and lie 
in a-nights on the —_—_ ( if any be 
{ſo fooliſh as to beheve it: ) from 
whence they are called Ewoticeti, as 
having their Ears for Sheets to lie 7p. 
So that when they travel they may 7# 
#tramque aurens dorneire, and be afraid 
of no contagion but what they carry 
with them. s 

Cupb. This is a pretty privilege , 
Exiſtor., But I would be very loth to 
be ſo liable to be lugg'd by the Ears 
up and down as they are, Go all their 
{ſecurity of wholeſom Sheets. 

Exiſt. For my part, I muſt confeſs, 
I look upon itas a very Fable ; as I 
do alſo upon thoſe ſeveral Stories of 
the A/onoculi., And S* John Mande- 
vill, to outbid the mendacity of. all 
his predeceſſours, thought it not e- 


nough ta feign Nations with one Eye. 


in their heads onely, but alſo ſuch as 
had none at all, but onely two Holes 
lke empty Sackets where the lights 

Rs | {hoyld 
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ſhould be placed. But togive you my 
conjecture, I think the firſt occaſion 
of this fable of the Monoculi was rai- 
ſed from the Scythian  Arimaſpi, 
which were famed to beſuch, and 
indeed have their name from thence, 
as Euſtathizs notes upon Dionyſius A- 


fer, "Act «pr 9) Sw 29157 5 pars 56 2 TAS» 


Philop. What's that, Eniſtor 2 

Emiſt. *a:;1n the: Scythian language 
Is as much as oe, and waar; as much as 
toſay an Fye. So that Arimaſþas (1g- 
nifies as much as oze-ey'd. And Zſchy- 
Izs 1n the ſame Authour calls them 
worem Sev, the one-ey'd Army, as be- 
ing excellently -well-exerciled Ar- 
chers, and having by frequent win- 
king on one eye leſſened it ſo much as 
19 a manner to have loſt the ule of it. 
| believe there 1s no more 1n it then 
this; and can hardly conclude with 
Fuſtathius, that in proceſs of time 
they begot Children quite deprived 
of one of their Eyes. But be that 


how it will, that was no fail of Na- 


ture, but a fault of their own. But 
ſurely from ſuch thght hints astheſe 
DTS: might 
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might-ſo many loud Lies be ſpred a- 
broad in the world. And when they 
had once brought it to one Eye,they 
_ then place it according to the 
eafinefs of their phancy, not on one | 
 fideof the Noſe, but, as Pliny does A 
thoſe of the Arimaſpi, In the midſt of ir. war. 
their forehead. L.7eb.2. 
And as for the Acephal:, they might 
be nothing but ſome ſtrong hutch- 
back'd people, that having their 
Heads very low and their Shoulders 
high, men in humour and derifion 
might ſay that they had their Mouths 
in their Breaſts and their Eyes in 
their Shoulders. For men love to ex- 
preſs themſelves ſa as to raiſe admi- 
ration. 
And laſtly, for the Cymocephali, it 
1s a thing incredible, and betrays the 
falſeneſs by the circumſtances of the 
Report. As that they underſtand 
one another by Barking and How]- 
Ing, and partly by Signs with their 
hands and fingers; that they have 
long Tails like Dogs, and that they 
engender as Dogs do, and that the 
— humane 
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humane way is by them, forſooth, ac- 
counted more ſhamefull and diſho- 
neſt, Ibelieve the truth of the ex- 
iſtence of thoſe Apes that are called 
Cynocephali gave the firſt ground to 
this amplify d Fable; which you may 
ſee more enlarged in Exſebins Nez- 
rimbergins, but rejected even by him 
asa vain Report. 

And as *the Cyrocephali are but 
Brutes, ſoI conceive thoſe terrible 
men with Horns beyond Cathay, and 
thoſe humane ſhapes with long Tails 
that (traggle en the mountainous 
parts of the l{land Borwreo, with other 


ſportfull Variations and Deviations 
from the uſual Figure of Man, were 


but ſo many ſeveral kinds of $4tyrs, 
Monkeys and Baboons, that are of a 
middle nature betwixt Ae» and 
Beaſts, as the ſundry ſorts of Plant- 
animals are betwixt Beaſts and Trees. 
And as the perfefteſt of Plant-animals 


came very near an abſolute Animal, 
as the Boranets not far from the Ca- 
ſpian Sea amonglt the Tartars ;, ſo the 
perfedteſt of Satyrs and Apes may _— 
well - 


ad 
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well come ſoa near Mankinde that 
they. may. be ſuſpeGed to be: of hy- 
mane Race. . But that they can ever 
be improved to the accompliſhment 
of a Man, 1 think as little probable, 
as the turning of a Zoophyton into a 
perfect Animal. 

Philpp. On my word, Hylobares, 
Exiſtor has laid about him more then 
ordinary in this point. | 

Hyl. 1 nwſt confeſs, Phidopolis,that 
Enijtor has ſpoke ſo probably touch- 
ing thefe Stories of humane Mon- 
{trolities, that I cannot have the face 
upon ſo uncertain Reports to laya 
charge againſt Providence,whole ex- 
attnels is ſo conſpicuous in things of 
| aſſured and certain knowledge. And 
therefore I would now paſs from this 
Claſſzs of natural Evils, if that three 
more of this kinde(if I may call them 
all zatyral) did not forcibly detain 
me. For indeed they are ſuch as do 
more amuze me and diflettle me then 
any I have yet propoſed. 

Philoth. | pray, what axe thoſe, Hy- 
lobares £ 


Hyl. 
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g XIV. Hyl. That ſad Spectacle of natural 
Fool 
 Þ-aony Fools, of Mad-men, and of wen from 
ard men ir- their very childhood irreclamably Wic- 
reclamably Fe. T cannot deviſe how ſuch Phe- 

Wicked 
from their nomena as theſe can well comport 
ve;y birth, with ſo benign a Providence as you 
ſeem to plead for. To me, Philo- 
thews, they are the moſt diſmall lights 
in the world, 
Philoth. And, to deal ingenuouſly 
with you, Hylobares, there 1s nothing 
does more contriſtate and melancho- 
lize my ſpirit then any reflexions up- 


on ſuch Objefts. But yetI cannot 


conclude but that Gad may be exaCt- 


ly Good and Jult in his dealings with 


 menfor all this For we muſt con- - 


ſider that Mankinde by their Fall are 
lapſed into a parallel condition with 
that of Beaſts in a manner, and, by 
their being inveſted with theſe -ter- 


reſtrial Induments, do put themſelves 


into all thoſe hazards that the Brutal 
life is obnoxious to, that is to ſay, 
not onely the Diſeaſes of the Body, 
but the Maladies alſo of thoſe better 
Faculties of Perception and Imagina- 

tian. 


t 


a 
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tion, of natural Wit and Sagacity, 
and of natural Humour and Diſpoſi- 
tion. The diſtemper of any of theſe 
ſeizes the Soul, if 1t meet with fo ill 
a fitted Body. For we ſec that ſome 
Beaſts are egregiouſly more ſottiſh 
and flow then others of theig. own 
kinde, and more miſchievous and un- 
manageable, as is obſervable in Dogs 
and Horſes, And ſeveral Brutes are 
capable of becoming mad. Theſe 
miſchiefs follow this terreſtrial Fate 
of things, which none can be ſecure 
from but thoſe that inhabit not in 
theſe houſes of clay. And who knows 
but he that is born a natural Fool, if 
he had had natural Wit, would have 
become an arrant Knave? which 1s 
an hundred times worſe. And to 
have been in a capacity of howy 
good, and yet to range out into all 
manner of Wickedneſs, is more hor- 
rible then to have ever had a ſenſe- 
leſneſs of what is pious and vertuous 
uninterruptedly from the very birth, 
And as for Mad-menr, it is notoriouſly 
known that the greateſt cauſe is or- 

dinarily 
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tire pleaſure to be of one Will with 
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dinarily Immorality, Pride, the want 
of Faith in God, ot inordinate love 
of ſome outward Objeqt. Bur no 
Madneſs but that which is purely a 
Diſeaſe 1s to be charged upon Provi- 
dence : for which there is the like A- 
polog as for other Diſeaſes 3 which 
if we ſhould admit they did not al- 
ways good to the afflicted, yet it can- 
not be denied but that they do very 
naturally tend to the bettering of the 
Spectatours, as 'this ſad Obje& of 
Madneſs ought to doe 3 to make men 
humble and modeſt, and maſters of 
their Paſſions, and ſtndious of puri- 
fication of Soul and Body, and cloſe 
adherers to the Deity, that ſo hor- 
rid a diſtemper ray never be able to 
ſeize them to keep down the fero- 
city of Deſire, and to be wholly re- 
fipned to the Will of God in all 


things, and not to ſeek a man's ſelf 


no more then 1f he were not at all 
not to love the Praiſe of men, nor 
the Pride of the world, nor the Plea- 
furcs of life, but to make it his en- 


his 
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his Maker, nor to covet any thing 
but the accompliſhment of his will in 
all things. | 
Hyl. T his Divine Maaneſ;,you will 
ſay, Philothens, will extinguiſh all na- 
tural Madneſs, as the pure light of 
_ Sun does any courſe terreſtriall 
Ire. - 
Philoth. This Divine Sobriety, Hy- 
lobares, will keep our animal ſpirits 
ſafe and ſober. | 
Bath. Iconceive, Phslothens., that 
Hylobares may not call that excellent 
ſtate of the Soul a Divine _ 
out of any reproach to it, but for the 
ſignificancy of the expreſſion. For 
Madneſs is nothing elſe but an Ecfta- 
ticalneſs of the Soul, or an Emotion 
of the Minde, ſo that a man is ſaid 
n0t to be himſelf, or to be beſide him- 
ſelf. The miſery of which in natu- 
ral Madneſs is, that he being thus un- 
hindged, he roves and is flung off at 
randome whither'it happens,or lock'd 
into ſome extravagant phancy or hu- 
mour that is to no purpoſe, or elſe to 
11] purpoſe. But Divire Ma is, 
when 
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when a man by {tudioully and devo- 


_ tionally quitting himſelf and his own 
_ animal defires through an intire puri- 


fication of his ſpirit, being thys loo- 
ſened from himſelf, is laid faſt hold 
on by the Spirit of God, who guides . 
this faithfull and ' well-fitted. Inſtru- 
ment, not according to the ignorant . 
or. vicious modes - the World, but. 
his motions keep time to that Muſick 
which 1s truly holy, Seraphicall and 
Divine, I mean, to the meaſures of 
ſound Reaſon and pure IntelleR. 

Hyl. I meant no worſe, Bathynonsr, 
then yowintimate 3 but you have a- 
pologized more floridly and Rheto- 
rically for me then I could have done 
for my ſelf. And therefore this rub 


being removed, I beſeech you, Phi- 


lethens, proceed in your well-begun 
Apologie touching thoſe Difficulties 
in Providence which I laſt propoun- 


ded. F 
Philoth. IT will adde therefore theſe 


two conſiderations. Firſt, That this 


Life is ſhort, and that no more 1s re- 
quircd of thele il|-appointed FOgenn 
| D or 


, 
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forWiledom and Vertue then propor- 
tionally to the Talent commited to 
them. So. that their danger is dimi- 
niſhed according to the leflening of 
the meaſure of their Capacities. Se- 
condly , That it 1s our Flancie ra- 
ther then our Reaſon that makes us 
1magine thele Objects ſo much more 
ſad and deplorable, then what we ſee 
in the ordinary ſort of men. For, - as 
I was . intimating before, which of 
theſe two is the more deplorable 
ſtate, to be a Fool by. Fate or upon 
choice ® Andarenot all things Tees 
and Fogls-baubles and the pleaſures 
of Children or Beaſts, excepting what 
is truly Moral and Intel/eGual? And 
how "Ba I pray you, amongſt ma- 
ny thouſands do ſeriouſly ſpend their 
ſtudies m any thing weightily Moral 
or Intellectual, but fiddle away their 
time: as' idlely as thoſe that pill 
Straws or tie knots on Ruſhes in a fit 
of Deliration or Lunacy ? The Wis 
.of this Age contend very much for 
this Ry, a » Thatthere is no other 
Happineſs then SW but offs 
; | | £tne 
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the Happineſs of natural Fools, to 


finde their Content more eafily and 
certainly then theſe very Wits. And 


there is in this caſe much the ſame © 


reaſon of Mad-mes as of Fools. And 
what is the gaudineſs of Fools Coats 
but the gallantry of theſe Wits, 
though not altogether ſo authentick- 
ly in faſhion > Beſides, this may ex- 
cuſe Providence ſomething, that the 


- generality of men do uſually flock af- 


ter Fools and Mad-men, and ſhew 
peg delighted .with the Ob- 
5e :- 

Bath. They are pleaſed, it may be, 
to ſee fome more mad and ſottifh then 
themſelves, and ſo congratulate to 
themſelves the advantage and pre- 
emmency , as they phanſie , of their 
own condition. 

Hyl. It may be they approch to 
them as to alluring Looking-glaſſes, 
wherein they may ſo lively diſcern 
their own Viſages. 

Philoth. You may have fpoken 
more truly in that , Hylobares , then 
you are aware of, ſaving that gene- 

rally 
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rally men are more fooliſh and mad 
then theſe Looking-ptaſles can repre- 
—_ therm. Nihil tans abſurd? ditt 
poteſt gaod non dicatur ab aliqus Phi- 
12/0} Aa is a ſaying of Cicero. - And 
he Philofophers erative be ſuch 
fools, what _ the Plebeians 2 Could 
ever any thing more ſottiſh or extras 
vagant fall into the minde of either 
natural Fool or Mad-man, then, That 
the eternall God 3s of a corporedll na- 
ture and ſhape 3 That the World and all 
the parts of it, the organized Bodies of 
men _ _ s t0t excepted , are the 
_ reſults bd Gamble of of mere Mut- 
fer at A without any other guide? 
What more phrantick then the 70 
ment of Tranſubſtantiation, and of in- 
fallible Luft, Ambition, and Covetouſ- 
reſi? Or what more ontrageous ſþe- 
cimen of Madneſs, then the killing and 
ſlaying for the Non-belief of 'fuch 
things? A man is accounted a nattiral 
Fool for preferring his Bauble before 
4 bag of Gold; but is not he a thou- 
ſand timtes more fooliſh that preferrs 
2 bag of Gold, a _ of Honour , » 
2 
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fit of tranſient Pleaſure, before the 
everlaſting Riches, Glory and Joys 
of the Kingdome of Heaven? No 
man wonders that a Mad-man unad- 
viſedly kills another 3 andif he did it 
adviſedly and of ſet purpoſe, yet it 
being cauſcleſsly and diſadvantage- 
ouſly to himſelf, he is reputed no leſs 
mad. How notoriouſly mad then are 
thoſe that, to their own eternall dam- 


nation, depopulate Countries, ſack 


Citics, ſubvert. Kingdoms, and not 
onely martyr the bodies of the pious 
and righteous, but murther the Souls 
of others, whom by fraud or vio- 
lence they pollute with Idalatrous 


_ and impious practices; and all this 


for that gaudy Bauble of Ambition-, 
and a high Conceit of ove Univerſal 
Spiritual Monarch, that ought to wal- 
low 1n Wealth, and tumble in all the 
fethly and ſenſual Delights of this 
preſent World? Whemdwen ſpeak 
my judgement freely, Hylobares, fec- 
Ing that there would 'be ſuch abun- 
dance of men wad and fooliſh and 


wicked according to the ordinary 


LgUIZE 
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guize of the world, it does not miſ- 
beſcem the Goodneſs of Providence to 
anticipate this growing degeneracy in 
ſome few, by making them Fools and 
Mad-men as it were by birth or fate : 
that Folly and Madneſs being repre- 
ſented tothe ſons of men in a more 
unuſual diſguiſe, by hooting at it , 
they may doe that piece of juſtice as 
to reproch themſelves thereby, who 
are upon their ows coſt and charges 
more reprehenſibly wicked then they 
that never came within any capacity 
of being vertuous, (if there be any 
ſuch) and more outrageouſly mad 
and abominably ſottiſh 1nthe eyes of 
him that can judge rightly, then any 
natural Fool or Bedlam 3 or rather , 
that uſing that ſeaſonable reflexion 
which Plato ſomewhere commends 
upon the conſideration of the ill car- 
riage of others, ins tf iv mur , 
they may finde by ſuch analogies as 
I have hinted at, that they are far 
worſe Fools and Mad-men then are 
hooted at in the Streets, and ſo for 
very ſhame amend their lives , and 
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become truly wiſe and vertuous, Far 
what can be more effectuall for the 
raiſing an horrour and deteſtation of 
what 1s ugly and diſhoneſt in qur 


ſelves, then the reflexion , that what | 


we ſoabharr in others 1s more in our 
ſelves bath as to degrees and other 
circumſtances 3 and that whereas. 0- 
thers may ſcem an Object of pity, 


our ſelves deſerve the bighelt reproof 


and ſcars ? 
XV. So that you ſee, Hylobates, that e- 
The vet 4/* ven in theſe pieces of Providence 


fo be mace 


| of the ſad. that ſeem moſt forlorn , moſt dark 
| = cen and deſperate, a very comfortable 
| of this Account of the Divine Goodneſ; does 
'- Yori, unexpectedly emerge and ſhine forth, 


Which would ſtil] clear up into a. 


mare full (atisfaftion , the more leti- 
{ure and ability we had to ſearch ine 
to things. But if you cannot keep 
your Eye from being fixed an the 
black ſide of Providence rather then 
an the brjeht fide thereof, and myſt 
ruminate on the particular Evils of 
Plagues and Peſtilences, of War and 
Famine, of devouring Earthquakes, 


of | 
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of that cruel and ſavage cuſtome of 
both Buds, Beaſts and Fiſhes, in 
preying and feeding one upon ano- 
ther, which is a ſhadow of the moſt 
outrageous Violence and Iniquity 
imaginable; if you will melancho- 
lize your Phancie with the remem- 
brance of the groans of the maimed 
and ſick, the dread of ravenous Beaſts 
- and polſanous Serpents, the deſtroy- 
4 ingRageof the Elements, the outra- 
geanibek of the Diſtracted, and the 
orlornneſs and deſolateneſs of that 
forſaken Habitacle, the Body of a na- 
tural Fool, ( whom therefore we 
molt uſually call a mere Boay ; ) 
this conſideration alſo has its grand 
uſe, and it is fit that ſo ſunk a condi- 
tion of mankinde as this terreſtriall 
* life is ſhould be charged with ſuch a 
competency of I ragicall Fatalities as 
to make the conſiderate ſeriouſly to 
bethink himſelf of a better ſtate, 
and recount with himſelf if he be 
not, as they ſay, in a wrong box, 
if he be not ſtray'd from his native 
Countrey, and therefore, as the Pl4- 
S 4 toniſts 
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toniſls exhort > qwjev Ueddw , If he 
ought not ſeriouſly to meditate a re- 
turn, and to die betimes to this 
World, that Death at laſt ſtriking 
oft the Fetters of this mortal Body, 
the Soul may emerge far above the 
ſteam of this Region of Afery and 
Sin. O preclheim diem, cum ad di- 
vinum illud Animorum concilium c&- 
timque proficiſcar, cumque ex hac twr- 
ba ac colluvione diſcedam ! 

Exiſt. It is part of that excellent 
Speech of Catoto Scipio and Leliw. 
W hat ſay you now, Hylobares, to Phi- 
lothews his aſloiling theſe your laſt 
and moſt puzzling and confounding 
Dithculties about natural Evils 8 © 

XVI, Hyl. 1 ſay Philothews diſcourſes ex- 

ant beyt cellently well, Eniſtor, and beyond 
'trance of | 

Siz into the MY expcCtation. ' And I cannot deny 

- me apo but that there being fuch a Lapſed 

' the Gor, Nate of mankinde, 'that Providence 

eſs of P;o- Upon this ſuppoſition does manage 

-4«c-cr, things to the beſt even in thole Phe- 

nomena we Call natural Foils and 

that the frame of things, taking them 

1m their jul] comprehenſion, | could 

| ſcarce 


- 
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ſcarce be better, ſo far as my under- 
ſtanding reaches, then it is. But the 
greateſt Difficulty of all remains tou- 
ching this ſinfull Lapſe, (which is the 
ſecond Head of Evils I had in my 
thoughts to propoſe to Philothens 
That Providence ſhould ever ſuffer 
ſo abominable , lo diabolicall and de- 
ſftruive a thing as Sin ever to appear 
on this Stage of the Univerts _ 
thing that has brought in ſuch a Tra- 


gicall train of Miſeries upon us, 
and 1s 1n it ſelf ſo deteſtable and hate- 


| full both to God and man. I know 


not how to make ſenſe of theſe 
things. | 

Cuph. I am even glad at heart to 
ſee Hylobares ſto much puzzled with 
this Difficulty, it giving me the op- 
portunty , with Philotheas his leave , 
to raiſe him into as high a pleaſure by 
the agreeableneſs and perſpicuity of 
the Solution. And, (Hi = I finde 
upon me a very great ipet#s of iſpi- 
rit to doe him this friendly office. 

Philoth. 1 pray you proceed then, 
Cuphophron; I hope your ſucceſs will 
be the better, Cuph, 
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Cupb. That I ſhall doeright willing- 
ly: bor I hold it a matter of a5. 
importance, that mankinde have a 
right underſtanding of one another's 
actions and manners, and that they 
be not over-harſhly cenſorious, and 
think every thing rfernell and Dia- 


_ bolicallthatis not in ſo high a degree 


Goodas the reſt. For my purpoſe 
is, O Philopolis, to clear unto the 
world ſuch Principles as may ſweeten 
the Paſſions of men, or excite in 
them onely the ſweet Paſſrons, and 


| takeoff all Anger, Hatred, and In- 


dignation againſt their mutuall carri- 
ages; that ſeeing ſo little hurt done 
or meant, they may live quietly and 
neighbourly one with another. 

. Philop. That is an excellent Plot, 
O Caphophrox,and very advantageous 
to as many of us Jultices of Peace 


as defire to get as much time as we 
can to beſtow upon the more profi- 
table parts of Philolophy. But I 
would rightly underſtand this Plat 

of yours. 
Cph. I perceive Hylobares (which 
s 4 
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is a {ymptome of his great ſenſe of 
. Vertue) looks upon that which we 
ordinarily call $i# or Wickedneſs to 
have ſuch an eſſential and 7nfernal Poi- 
ſon and helliſh Perverleneſs in it, fo 
ehomineble and deteſiable, and ſo con- 
trary and repugnant to the nature of 
God, that it ſeems a Contradicthon 
that they ſhould both coexiſt in the 
world together, but that the wrath 
of the Almighty ought to have thun- 
der-ſtruck or ſtifled ſo horrid a Mon- 
ſter 1n the very birth, not onely by 
reaſon of thoſe natural Evils it una- 
voidably brings upon mankinde, but 
even for its own diabolical Veglineſs 
and Deteſtableneſs. But for my part, 


Gentlemen, I commend his zeal more 


then his judgement, in his adhering to 

ſo groundleſs an imagination. 
Sophr. I wiſh, Cuphophron, you be- 
ginning ſo daringly, that your judge- 
zent do not prove as little as your 
Zegl. You are ſuch an extoller of the 
ſweet Paſſions, and ſo profeſſed an 
enemy tothoſe more grim and ſevere 
ones, that 1 fear, to bid adieu to 
them 
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them for the milder repoſe of our 
mindes, you would perſuade us to 
ſhake hands and be friends with Sin 
it ſelf. 
Cuph. You know not what I would, 

Sophron, nor I ſcarce my ſelf ; i but 
ſomething I am very big of, and de- 
fire your Afliſtence or Patience 1n 
my delivering of my ſelf of it. 
 Hyl. I pray you let it. be neatly 
then, and a cleanly conveiance, O 
Cuphophron. 

XVII. Cuph. It ſhall be very dty and 
ce clean. For it ſhall be onely a diſ- 
Lazick Qquilition touching the mere nature of 
dpotoge Sin and Wickedneſi, in what it con- 
would :x. fiſts : Whence we ſhall make the du- 
| peaate the eſt eſtimate of the Poiſon of its con- 
| "2x" dition. AndI wiſh my breath may 

be as gratefull and « pos to your 
cares, as this freſh Evening-aire, 


wattcd through the ſides of my Ar- 
bour, and ſteeped in the cooling 
beams of the moiſt Moon , (whoſe 
{trained light through the ſhadow of 
the Leaves begins to caſt a tremu- 
lous Chequer-work on the Table, 

Our 
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our Clothes and Faces) is delight- 
full and comfortable to my heated 
Temples. 

Philop. It begins indeed to be late 
of the Night, Cxphophrox, but it is 
not the leſs pleaſant to continue our 
diſcourſe in . this chequer'd Moon- 
ſhine, eſpecially you having thus rai- 
ſed our expeQations. Wherefore I 
pray you proceed. - 

Cuph. In my jadgement no man has 
ſo luckily pointed at the true nature 
of Wickedneſs as Mercurins Triſme- 
giſius, in that ſhort ſaying, *H »ax/a op 
pus mis dneters, That Wickedneſs is 
connate or natural to Beaſts. Which 
yet I am ſo far from believing in that 
ſenſe the words ſound in, that I hold 
it Incompetible to them. But ra- 
ther, as that mirrour of Wiſedom, 
Moſes, has defined in his Law, when 
the Leprofie 1s all over a man, no 
part untainted, that he 1s to be repu- 
ted asclean; fo Brutes, who are con- 
ſtituted onely of Senſe and the Ant- 
mal Aﬀections, without any Pager 
pation of an higher Principle,they are 

unca- 
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uncapable of Sin. And if there were 
any Rational Amimals, be they in 
what ſhape they will, from the ſrphe 
of whoſe mindes that higher Prin- 
ciple was ever exchided farally and 
naturally, they would be as the - 
faicall Leper, or rather as an ordi- 
nary Brute, devoid both of Sin and 
Conſcience, reliſhing onely the Laws 
of the Animal Life : wherem when 
we have confidered how much there 
is of the Divine Wiſedome and 
Goodneſs that contrived them, we 
fhall not have fo venemons a tonceit 
concerning the Creation of God, or 
be caſt npon Martcheiſm or Cnoſti- 
ciſm, phanſying the ſign of the De- 
vil's paw, or fentitg the Stlphur of 
Hell mevery thing as trongly as the 
Brſhop's foot int milk burnt to the 
Skillet bottom. | 
| Nay, I may fay that thoſe myſte- 
rtous depths of Satan which the The- 
oſophers fodHigently difcover, ſuch 
agare Ipſeity, Egoity, or Selfiſhneſ?, 
it 1s nothing effe but that ſovereign 
or radical} Principle m the ' Animal 


life, 
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fe which is Self-love. Of which if 
ere be no neceſlity in Nature that 
it ſhould be, (as indeed we ſee ſome- 
_ times the AﬀeGions of Creatures to 
be carried out ſo toothers that they 
forget themſelves) yet it was fit for 
Divine Providence to ſettle thisPrin- 
ciple in them all, That every _— 
ſhould love it ſelf very heartily an 
p_ for it (elf; as the Roots of 
rees without all ſcruple draw to 
themſelves all the nouriſhment they 
are capable of, not regarding what 
Tree withers, ſo they flouriſh, in 
which notwithſtanding there is no- 
thing of either Devil or Sin. 

But now that Providence did very 
well in implanting ſo ſmart a Self-love 
in every Animal, is manifeſt. For 
thoſe more notable Functions of the 
Animal life , ſuch as __—_ on 
Strength and Agility, Craft and Sa- 
gacity, could not be exerciſed to any 
confiderable degree without this 
Principle. A Crow would not have 
the heart to pick at a Worm, nor a 
Swallow to ſnatch at a Fly. = 
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there is the ſame reaſon for thoſe 


more notable and induſtrious Infidi- 
ations of other ſtronger and more 


_ crafty Creatures that hunt after their 


rey. Beſides, every Animal in re- 
Fett of it {elf has in ſome ſenſe or 
meaſure a reſemblance of that Divine 
Attribute of Oxwmipreſence ; for beit_ 
where it will, it cannot leave it felf 
behinde. Wherefore it is fit it 
ſhould be indued with this great 
Love and care of it ſelf, being in a 
more canſtant readineſs to pleaſure, 
help and provide for it ſelf then for 


another. Laſtly, itisa thing unima- 


ginable , unleſs Brutes were indu'd 
with intellectual Faculties, (and then 
they would be no longer Brutes) that 
they ſhould be able to have ſo free 
and reflexive Cogitations as to ſeek. 
the emprovement and live in the 
ſenſe of the publick good. And if 
their thoughts and phancies were al- 
ways taken upor gadding after the 
welfare of others,, the height of life 


and joy in every-one would much be 
diminiſhed and obicured. For Phan- 


cy 
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cy is far weaker then the preſent: 
ſenſe of the body : Andif you would 
have it any thing ſtrong, how ' cala- 
mitous mult the lives of theſe Animals 
be, who muſt die, muſt-be maimed 
and ſutter miſchief, as often as any 
of their Fellow-animals: ſuffer any of 
theſe things ? -Wherefore it is better 
for- the whole generations of brute 
Animals, that every one love and re- 
gard itſelf, then that they be all dif- 
tracted and tortured with ineffeQtual}- 
thoughts concerning 'the -welfare of 
others. We ſee therefore, O Philo- 
polis, the Wiſedome and:Benignity of 
Providence, that has ſo firmly en- 
grafted this Principle of Se/f-love, the 
root of undiſturbed Joy and of Self- 
preſervation, in the Animal life. 
From whence 1s allo. in Animals that 
eminent -love of their young, and. 
their kindneſs and tameneſs to them 
that feed them. . And: for thoſe Paſ- 
ſions in Animals that look more grim- 
ly and infernally on't ,.. or at leaſt 
{cem to: have a more: hauſeous and. 
abominable afpect, as Wrath, Envy, 
FT ___ Pride, 
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Pride, Luſt, and the like, they are but 
the branches or modifications of this 
one primitive and fundamental Paſ- 
fion, Self-love. For what isFrath , 
but Self-love —_ and ſtrengthned 
for the fending off the aſſaults of evil 2? 

What Exvy , but Self-love grievedat 
the ſenſe of its own Want, diſcove- 
red and aggravated by the fulneſs of 
another's enjoyment? What Pride, 
but Sclf-love partly deſiring to be the 
_ or to be approved m the beſt, 
and partly triumphing and glorying 
chat is pa ys ws of js 
meaneſt ? And, laſtly, what is Laſt, 


: but Self-love ſeeking its own high 


delight and ſatisfaction in the uſe of 
Venery ? 
Theſe are the main misſhapeg 


Spawn of that monſtrous Fiend, 
that deeply-couched Dragon of Hell, 


 Self-love; which if we eye more accu- 
-. rately , we ſhall find as neceſlary and 


uſefull in the Arimal Life as the Mo- 
ther that bears them. For as for 
Irrath, and alſo Craft,. ( which I for- 
got to mention betore.) it is plaia 
they 
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they. axe as unblameable in Beaſts as 
Prudence and: Valour inmen.../ And 
for Pride and Gloriation, it is but a1ma- 
tural. Spur to quicken their Animal 
Powers:,. or but thei overflowing: 'of 
that tickling ſenſethey have of thoſe 
perfections Nature has beſtowed up 
on them; and+(hews. how als 
well-pleaſed they are withthem, ;and 
what:thankfall witacfes vhey-::1areiof 
thatGoodneſs and: Wiſcdom that fra- 
medthem. Andfor:Luff, who date 
blame Re _ — _ 
being: diſtinCtion:of Sexes, fathely © 

Organs, and'ſufficieney; of Spirits prie- 
pared by the Divine Wiledomin:Na- 
ture'for it > Beſides: that itis! one» of 
the moſt important; Atts, as Well as 
accompanied: with .the greateſt and 
moſt enraviſhing Joy that the LHnima] 
Life-mall: afford! A matter ob: that 


living! Creatures wonld: ceafetal)be 
without it; andithe. Syn anc: Mogabe 
confirained once again to {hnietdaratt 
y: Earth; and: the: ſhadows'of 
the: Trees to ſhelcernorhing-bnit-et+ 
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ther the Trees themſelves, or the 
neighbouring Herbs/ and Flowers. 
That which looks: moſt like 'a Fury 
of all this litter is Exvy 3 which as bad 
as it:is; yet methinks Ariſtotle ſlanders 
it,whiles he wonld make it ſuch a Paſ- 
fion as was not raiſed fromgthe ſenſe 
of: our own:Wane,>but merely out of 
the.ſenfe of another's good, without 
reference: to our ſelves ;' which for 
my ipagt look wpon to be ſuch a 
Modſiez-.as I ſuſpe& 1s ſcarce: to be 
fourid in the Regtons of Hell. - 
vPhidap, Fhat's x marvellous chari- 
tablxconceit of your's, Cuphophroz. 
-:Cphi.:But'thitZevy that is; O Phi- 
lopolds) 182 germine reſult of the Ani- 
maliiyte, and tnore uſually inapaſ- 
fue melancholick 'Spirit ,'.and::ts. a 
Grief urifing: from 'the ſenſe of jour 
Wiantdiſcovered; as I ſaid, ahdfetoff 
more-[tingingly- to' us by the-more 
fidſband tull repreſentations. df ano- 
thersoHappineſs.-';But that'there 
fhoutcbe! any :more- wickedaeſs:.in 
Griefahen 10: Joy,.:or 1n Pain then in 
Picafnte, is athing wy underſtanding 


Ccan- 


Divine Dialogues. 


cannot reach to.' For then Repen- 
tance it ſelf would be a Sin. 

Sophry. It's well you paſs ſo favou- 
rable a cenſure on thoſe more ſowr 
Paſſions, O Cuphophronz I thought 
you had been onely for the ſweet Af- 
feFions. 

Cxph. It is in virtue of the ſweet 
Aﬀe@ions, O Sophren, thatl ſpeak ſo 
ronary of the ſowr. Pudk to tell 
you the truth, I had rather give them 
good words at a diſtance, then to re- 
ceive them into my houſe, or en- 
tertain any more inward familiarity 
with them. Tomy peculiar temper 
they are but harſh Gueſts. 

Sophr. I have but interrupted you, 
Cuphophron, I pray you go on, 

Cuph. Wherefore we conclude that 
no branch of the Animal Life is ſimply 
ſinfull , poiſanous or diabolicall, they 
being really the Contrivances of the 
good and wife God in the frame of 
Nature, or elſe the neceſlary ſequels 
of ſuch Contrivances. And that 
therefore thoſe men that are ſo 
{frongly enveagled in the Pleaſures 
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and;alurements of this lower like are 
rather lapſed entothat which 15 leſs 
goad, then detained in that whych is 
ebſolutely evil. And it is but a perpe- 


_ tuallgwllery and miſtake, wbile they 


are fo hugely taken with fo ſmall 
matters, they being in the condatian, 
as I may ſo ſay, of Children and 
To —_— — ps 
« {mall thing will pleaſe them : 

ren A onks 6 theſe gs 
be ſoſmall and contempeible, if that 
be true that the Divaneſt of Phioſo- 
phers have a{lerted , That the whole 
World and the parts thereof are but 
ſo many Symbols and Sacraments of 
the Deity 3 every thing being either 
$3:00,6909,0 TG @:s, ſome more per- 
fect 1mage, or at leaſt ſome prfixxre, 
fhedow , or ox acts 'the Divanity, 
Upon which if our eyes be ſtayed 
and our Aﬀections entangled, as it 1s 
a real teſtinionie of our approvement 
of the exccllency of the Archetype, 
ſoare we in ſome meaner ſort religt- 
ous, we adoring thus and doting up- 
on theſe congruons Gratifications we | 
3 recelye | 
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receive from theſe particular Sha- 
dows of that perfe&t Good, untill we 


are called up to an higher partici- 


pation of him. But that even thoſe 
that ſeem to flie from God ſeek after 
him in ſome ſort, is apparently neceſ- 


ſary,there being nothing but Himſelf, 


or what is from Him, in the World : 
otherwiſe he could not be that abſo- 
lutely-perfect Good, whoſe Gooameſ?, 
Wiſedome and Power fills all things. 
And I think there is no perceptive 
Being in the whole Univerſe ſo e- 
ſtranged from its Original , but it is 
etther courting or enjoying theſe or 
ſome of theſe Attributes in ſome rank 
and meaſure or other, they ever try- 
ing and proving what they can doe 
in matters of either Pleaſure, it, or 
Dominiov, And the ſincere and un- 
diſtracted fruition of any one pore of 
any of theſe has ſo mightily taken up 
the minds of ſome men in complexion 
fitly framed for ſuch delights,that they 


have ſacrificed even their Lives ,, Lt-. 


berties and Fortunes, to theſe {lighter 
glimpſes of the great Godhead, whom 
T4 they 
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hay thus unwittingly and unskilful- 

ſek toadore, and ſo become in a 
FM religions Martyrs for a part, 
which they that make profeſlion of 
their love and honqur of the ertire 
Deity ſeldome are perſuaded to un- 
dergoe. 

Now fith it is ſomething of God 
that the mindes of all Spirits ( even 
of thoſe that ſeem to be 1n aCtual Re-_ 
bellion againſt him ) are ſctafter, it 
is a very hard thing to find out how 
he ſhould look upon himſelf as diſ- 
eſteemed, whenas all the Creatures 
are mad after ſomething ar other 
_ of His, moſt rcligioutly prizing it e- 

ven abave their own Beings. For it 
is 'onely their ridiculous miſtake to 
cleave to that which 1s of leſs worth 
and moment, and therefore deſerves 
laughter and pity more then fury and - 
revenge. Not to adde what a chil- 
dith and idiotick conceit it is,to phan- 
ſic God in the {imilitude of ſome A- 
ged tetricall perſon, impatient of and 
obnoxious to Affronts and Injuries 3 


wLen neitl.er any can be rcally done 
him , 
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him, nor any Is : intended againſt 

him 3 but men-ont of a debaſing Mo- 

deſty or Lazineſs of ſpirit take up 

with ſmaller good things, when they 

may be more welcome to greater. 

W hich Solution as it may well ſatishe 

Hylobares touching his Querie, why 

God Almighty did not at the firſt 

appearance of Sin ſtraightway with 

ſ{ulphuxeous T hunderbolts ſtrike it 

dead upon the ſpot; ſo it may be 

alſo an excellent Antidote againlt the 

rage of the more grim and ſevere 

Paſſions, mitigate the harſhneſles of 

ſeverall Diſguſts in humane life, and 

generally ſweeten the Converſation 

of men one with another, 
Hyl. Sweet Cuphophror and melli- Xvul. 1 

fluous, young Neſtor in Eloquence , j1/*%" > 

that haſt conceived ſuch raiſed Noti- foregoing 

ons from the wafts of the Evening- 2", 


: : though 4 
air and the chequered Moon-ſhine , uſhered in 


x 


whoſe Tongue isthus bedew'd with th ſone- 4 
bewitching Speech from the roſcid {5,5 * ? 
Lips and neCtarine Kifles of thy fi]- Preandy, 
ver-faced Cynthia! But doſt thon 
think thus to drown our ſenſe of 

2 ſolid 


. 
i, 
32 
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ſolid Reaſon by the rapid ſtream or 
torrent of thy turgid Eloquence? . 
No, Cyphophrozx, no: ane touch of+ 
right Reaſon will ſo prick the tumour 
I thy Brain thus blown up by the ' 
ercrihrated influence of thy moiſt I 
i{treſs,the Moon,that theſe Notions 
that look now ſo fair and plump, ſhall 
appear as lank and ſcrannell as a Calf 
that ſucks his Dam through an hur- 
dle; and all thy Fang to right 
Ratiocinatjon ſhall be diſcavered as 
vain and frivolous as the idleſt 
Dream of Exdymion. 
 Sophr. In the name of Gad, what 
do you mean, Hylobares, to anſwer 
ſo phantaſtically in ſo ſerious a cauſe 2 
Hyl. Did not he begin thus, O $0- 
phron2 I onely anſwer my phanta- 
[tick Friend according to his own 
Phantaſtry. Which yet you may ob- 
ſerve I have done very hobblingly, 
it being out of my rode. But yet the 
ſenſe 1s very ſerious and in earneſt, 
viz. That itis a kinde of Lynacy, not 
Reaſon,that reigns thus turgidly inCn- 
phophron's copious Harangue 3 that is, 
In 


4 
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in brief, He ſeems in this Rapture, 
be it from whatmflnence it will , te 
be wittily and eloquently mad. 

Sophr. Nay , if you mean no ©- 


therwiſe then 10, it's well enong 5 
ad 


| but it beginning to be late, it 


been better expreſied in ſhorter - 


terms. And Ipray you, Hylobares , 
fince you think Caphophron mad, 
make him ſober by' diſcovering to 
him his Deliration. 

Hyl. IT hope I ſhall very briefly diſ- 
cover it to the reſt , but I know not 
how far he may be inlove with his 
own Lunacy. That there is no Poi- 
ſon or harm in any of the Animal 
Functions or Paſſions, I eafily grant 
him, and it may be the leaſt in the 


ſweeteſt. For I was before convin- 


ced by Philothews that there is no- 
thing ſubſtantially evil in the World. 
But it is immenſelymanifeſt,that thoſe 
things that are good in themſelves, 
yet by miſapplication or diſproporti- 
| on may cauſe that which 1s unſufrcra- 
bly naught. As in a Muſical Inſtru- 
ment whoſe Strings are good and the 


Stick 
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Stick good, yet ifthey be touch'd up- 
on when they are aut of tune , what 
more harſh and intolerable? And 

| ſo may the exerciſe of the Animal 
Funftions or Paſſtons, though good 
in themſelves, yet if they be either ſet 
too high ,. or caceclins upon undue : 
Objedts or in unfitting circumſtances, 
become very nauſeouſly evil. To 
ſpit is ane of the Animal Fundtions, 
good and uſefull 1n it ſelf, and to ſpit 
into the mouth of a Dog and clap 
him on the back for encouragement, 
is not indecorous for the man, and 
gratefull alſo to the Dog : But if any 
ane had gone about to ſpit into Cx- 
phophrox's mouth, and clap him on 
the back to encourage him 1a that ra- 
pturous Oration he made, he would 
have thought it an intolerable abſurd 
pe and by no means to be ſufte- 
red. 

Cuph. Why, ſo far as I ſee, Hyloba- 
res, that wasneedleſs; you making 
asif Dame Cynthia, alias Diana, had 
{pit into my mouth already, and clapt 
me on the back, as oneof her Hun-_ 

ting- 


Divine Dialogues, 
ting-dogs, and ſo put me into this 
RE betorkeall os: 
Hyl. Something like it, C#phophron, 
It may be. But now you are out of 
this career, how do you like this In- 
ſtance of the exerciſe of the Aximal 
Fun@ions, That men-and women 
ſhould-ſtale and dung {( like Mares 
and Horſes ina Stable) in any room 


or company they came-into? It is. 


ſomething a courſe Queſtion, Cupho- 
phron, but very ſubſtantially to our 
purpole. | 


e : +1 | 
Cuph. That's ſtinkingly naught, | 


Hylobares. \£? 
Hyl., But they then but exerciſe 


their Azizzal FunGions.: And were 


that quicker ſeriſe revived in us 
whereby, we diſcern Moralgood and 
evil; Adultery, Drunkennefſs, Mur- 
ther, Frand, Extortion, Perfidiouſ- 
neſs, and the like ,. all theſe would 
have infinitely a worſe Sent to our 
Souls, then this which you ſay is fo 
ſtinkingly-evil can have to our Noſes. 
And yet 1nall theſe things there 1s no- 
thing but an xydve Uſe of the _ 
Cann 
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Faculties, And foraſmach as Order 
and Proportion and the right Cogrurty 
of things are thale things i the would 
which are the: moſt Jate/leFnal and 
Dinine, the. confounding and appo- 
ling of theſe muſt be the greateft 0p- 
poſition and ContradiFior: that carv be 
made or deviſed againſt the Dive 
Intellec or Eteruall Godhead For | 
although the Faculties of the Soub of 
man be but gradually difterenced as 
to Goodneſs, that is to ſay, that fome 
of them are better then other ſome; 
athers. onely lefs good : yet the Þ:- 
conerxity and oaertimerams of 
the Uſe _ are diametrically op- 
poftte to the Congezity: and: Proportio- 
—_— of cheis Uſe , and have the 
greateſt Comtrariety that cam be be-: 
twixt Good and Evil; and: are really 
ſuch, the one good, the other ex], not 
aleſs good onely. 

y r. Excellently well argued, 
Hylobares [' and! it was as ſeaſonably | 
itimated at firſt, Thatthere'isa ſawſe 
ma man, if it were awakened, to: 
which thele woral inconarnities are " 

har 


| of God. | 
Bath. There may be ſome ſhew of 
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harſh and diſplealing as any incengru- 
ous Object, beit never A nauſeous , 
is to the outward Senſes. But a mere 
Notional or Imaginary Apprehenſion 
or Conception of theſe Aoral Con- 
gruities and Incongruities does not 
reach that due Antipathy we ought to 
have againſt Sin and Wickednels : 
whereby alſo we do more lively un- 


I derſtand how I repug- 


nant they are to the Will of God. 
But beſides this fallacy in general, 
| Hylobares, there were ſeverall parti- 
cular Paſſages, in my minde, very 
raſh and unſounds but eſpecially 
that, which makes our inordinate 
Adheſion to ſome parts of the Crea- 
tion a Religious Worſhip or Service 


wit inſuch like conceits and exprefit- 
ons; but undoubtedly , O Sophroy, 
ſuch exorbitant Adheſions to the 
Creature is ſo far from being the de 
Worſhip of God, that it is down-right 
Tdolatry, For neither the whole 
Creature nor part is God himſelt. 


And. 
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And therefore to love them more 
highly and affect them more devoutly 
then the pure Godhead, that is to ſay, 
to love them moſt of af, is to doe that 
honour to them -which is onely due 
to God. Which isto play the Ido- 
later. 

Sophr. T hat is very true, Bathyno- 
#5, and the (ame that the Apoſtle 
glances at, when he calls Covetoul- 
neſs Tdolatry. | 

Bath. That allo, O Sophroz.,is very 
perverſly and un-Platonically done of 
Cuphophroz, that, whereas the Plato- 
z:iſts trom that Notion of things ha- 
ving ſome Similitude or at leaft ſome 
Shadow of the Divinity in them, 
would draw men-off from the doting 
on theſe meaner Objects, that they 
_— approch nearer the pyre and 
eſſential Fountain of theſe more mi- 
nute Delights, and enjoy them there 
more fully and beatifically 5 he by a 
ſtrange rapturous Rhetorick ' and 
peryertedRatiocination would charm 
them in the preſent enjoyment of 
theſe {maller perfeCtions;and fix _ 

own 
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down to that, which ought onely to 


be a Footſtool to ſtand upon to reach 
higher. 


Philop. Gentlemen, although the 


wit and eloquence of Cphophron's 
Harangue is indeed notable, and your 
oppoling ſo diligently the ill Conſe- 
quences of his Enthuſiaſtick Rheto- 
rick very commendable: yet I muſt 
crave leave to profeſs, that I take his 
Sophiſtry to be ſo conſpicuous, that 
I think 1t not needfull for any body 
more operoſely to confute it, I be- 
lieve it was onely a ſudden Rapture, 
a blaſt that came with this Evening- 
Aire, and will be blown over again 


with the Morning-winde, and this in- 


Huence of the Moon dried quite up 


by the greater heat and warmth of the 


next meridian Sun. 
Cuph. Indeed, Philopelis, 1t was a 


very ſweet waft,and ſmelt wonderfull 


odoriferoutly of the Eglantines and 
Honey-ſuckles. But if it be not ſo 
ſalutiferons, I wholly ſubmit it to 

your ſeverer judgements. 
Hyl. In the mean time I am quite 
TY at 
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XIX. ataloſs for ſatisfattion touching the 


$ A more ſ0- 


ſolicit weightielt Difficulty I have yet pro- 
+ 5uto that pounded, vis. How it can be conſ1- 
| Dificu, {tent with the Nature of God, who is 


' How thc 


* Permiſſion Goodnels it ſelf, to permit Sin in the 


of Sin in World.if it be ſo real an Evil,and not 
the World 


| canconfiſt Onely a leſs good, as Cuphophron's in- 
with the ſpired Muſe, like a bird of Athens, 


* Goodneſs 


 *&Go, bas ſoloudly ſung to us this Moon- 
| ſhine night. 

Philop. I pray you, Hylobares, make 
your addreſs to Philothexs : you know 
how ſucceſsfull he has been hitherto. 

Philoth. If that would quiet your 
minde, Hylobares, I could indulge to 
you ſo far as to give you leave to 
think that, although Sin be init felt 
abſolutely evil, (as being an T:con-. 
gruity or Diſproportionality onely be- 


twixt Things, not the things them- | 


ſelves, for all things are good in 
their degree) yet the Motions, Ends 
or Objef#s of linfull Actions are at 
leaſt ſome leſſer good : which I cha- | 
ritably conceive may be all that C#- 
phephron aimed at in that Enthuſia- 
[tick Hurricane he was carried away 


with, 


% 
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with, andall that he will ſtand to up- 
on more deliberate thoughts with 
himſelf. 

C*ph. Yes,l believe it will be there- 
about to morrow morning, after I 
| haveſkptupon't. AndI return you 
many thanks, Phzlothews, for your 
candid Interpretation. 

Philoth. But methinks the Queſtion 
1s8in a manner as nice, Why God 
ſhould ſuffer any Creature to chuſe 
the leſs good for the greater, as per- 
mit him to fin. For this ſeems not 
according to the exactneſs of a per- 
fectly-benign Providence. 

Hyl. You ſay right, Philothens 3 
and therefore if you could but clear 
that Point, I believe it will go far for 
the clearing all. 

Philoth. Why, this Scruple, Hylo- 
bares, concerning the Souls of men, is 
much-what the ſame (if not ſome- 
thing eaſier) with that concerning the 
Bodies of both men and beaſts. For 
the Omnipotency of God could keep 
them from diſeaſes and death it ſelf,if 
need were. Why therefore are _ 

V 2 {\ubje 
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ſubje& to Diſeaſes, but that the Wiſe- 
dome of God in the contrivance of 
their Bodies will a&t onely according 
tothe capacity of corporeal matter 3 
and that he intends the World ſhould 
be an Automaton, a ſelf-moving Ma- 
china or Engine, that he will not per- 
petually tamper with by his abſolute 
power, but leave things to run on ac- 
cording to that courfe which he has 
put in Nature ? For it is alſo the per- 
fection of his Work to be in ſome 
ſort like its Artificer, independent 3 
which is a greater Specimen of his 
Wiſedome. 
6 Y Hyl. But you ſhould alſo ſhew that 
\ Attempt of Nis Goodneſs was not' excluded the 
ſafyis Conſultation, O Philothes. 
<Yp64 cu Philoth. No more is it, ſo far as 
StoicallPs- there is a Capacity of its coming 1n, 
j110% of t5e. for any thing that humane reaſon can 
actble . . 
Freedom of atlure 1t ſelf to the contrary. For 
Maw ill. Jet me firſt puzzle you, Hylobares, 
with that Poſition of the Stoicks, 
That the minde of Man is as free as 
Jupiter himſelf, as they rant it in 
their language, and that he cannot 
compell 
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compell our Will to any thing , but 
what-ever we take to muſt be from 


our own free Principle, nothing be- 
ing able to deal with us without our 
ſelves: As a man that is falleninto a 
_ deep Ditch, 1f he will not ſo much as 
give his fellow his hand, he cannot 
pull him out. Nor may this ſeem 
more Iincongruous or inconſiſtent 


with the Omnipotency of God, then 


that he cannot make a Square whoſe 
Diagonial 1s commenſurate to the 
Side,or a finiteBody that has no figure 
atall, For theſe are either the very 
Eſſence or the eſſential Conſequen- 
ces of the things ſpoken of, and it 
implies a contradiction they ſhould 
exiſt without them. So we will for 
diſpute ſake afhrin, that Liberty of 
W1ll is arr eſſential Property of the 
Soul of Man, and can no more be ta- 
ken from her, then the proper Aﬀe- 
Ctions of a Geometricall Figure from 
the Figure; unleſs ſhe once deter- 
mine, or intangle her ſelf in Fate, 
which ſhe cannot doe but of her ſelf, 
or Elle fix herſelf above F ate, and ful- 
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ly incorporate with the f#mple Good. 
For, to ſpeak Pythagorically, the Spi- 
rits of men and of all the fallen An- 
gels are as an Tſoſceles betwixt the 
Tſoplenron and Scalenum, not ſo ordi- 
nate a Figure as the one, nor ſo inor- 
dinate as the other 3 ſo theſe Spirits 
of men and Angels are a middle be- 
twixt the more pure and Intellectual 
Spirits uncapable of falling from, and 
the Souls of Beaſts nncapable of ri- 
ling to the participation of Divine 
Happineſs. Wherefore if you take 
away this vertible Principle in Man, 
you would make him therewithall of 
another Fpectres, either d perſet/ Beaſt, 
or apure 1ntelled. 

Fyl. This Opinion of the Stoicks 
is worth our farther conſidcring of. 
But in the mean time why might not 
Man have been made a pure Intel{1- 
gence at fir(r ? 

Phzleth. Why ſhould he fo, Hylo- 
bares, {ith the Creation of this middle 
Order makes the numbers of the 
pure Intelieual Orders never the 
tewcr? Not to adce, that your de- 
: = mand 
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mand is as abſurd as if you ſhould ask 


why every Flie is not made a Swal- 
low, every Swallow an Eagle, and 
every Eagle an Angel, becauſe an 
Angel is better then any of the other 
Creatures I named. There is a gra- 
| dual deſtenſion of the Divine Fecun- 
ditie 1n the Creation of the Warld. 

Hyl. This is notable, Philothexs , 
and unexpected. But were it not bet- 
ter that God Almighty ſhould annihi- 
late the Individuals of this »iddle 
vertible Order, as you call it, ſo ſoon 
as they lapſe into Sin, then let ſuch an 
nely Deformity emerge in the Crea- 
tion? . | 

Philoth. T his is a weighty Queſti- 
on , Hylobaresz but yet ſuch as, I 
hope, we both may eaſe our ſelves 
of, if we conſider how unbecoming 
it would be to the Wiſedome of God 
to be ſo over-ſhot in the Contrivance 
of the Creation, as that he muſt be 
ever and anon enforced to anmhilate 
{ome part of it, as being at a loſs 
what elſe to doe, and it they ſhould all 


S lapſe, to annthilate them all. 


Th Hyl. 
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Hyl. Why? he might create ney in 
2 moment, Philothess. 

Philoth. But how-ever theſe would 
be very violent and harſh, though 
but ſhort, Chaſma's in the ſtaneing 
Creation of God. I appeal to your 
own ſenſe, Hylobares, would that loak 
handſomely ? 

Hyl. 1 know not what to think of 
it. Beſides, if that were true that 
ſome Philoſophers contend for, That 
all the whole Creation, as well par- 
ticular Souls and Spirits as the Matter 
and Univerſal Spirit of the World , 
be from God by necellary Emanati- 
on, this xziddle vertible Order can ne- 
ver be turned out of Being. But that 
the Stability of God's Nature and 
Actions ſhould not be according ta 
the molt exquiſite Wiſedome and 
Goodneſs, would be to me the grea- 
teſt Paradox of all. 

Philoth. Why,who knows but that 
It 1s better for them to exiſt, though 
in this Lapſcd ſtate, and better alſo 
for the Univerſe, that ſo they may be 
lett to toy and revell in the moecl 

| anc 


and obſcureſt ſhadows of the Divine 
fulneſs,then to be ſuddenlyannihilated 
upon their firſt Lapſe or Tranſgrelſ1- 
on? Forto be taken up with a leſs 
gaad 1s better then to be exiled out 
of Being, and to enjoy no good 
at all. 
Hyl. That it is better for them 1s 
plain according to the opinion of all 
Metaphyſicians : but how 1s it better 
for the Univerſe, Philothews 8 
Philoth. How do you know but 
that it is as good for the Univerſe, 
computing all reſpe&s, if it be not 
better? And that is ſufficient. - For 
Man is betwixt the Intelleftual Or- 
ders and the Beaſts, as a Zoophytor 
betwixt the Beaſts 2ad the Plants. I 
demand therefore, if the Zoophyta 
ſome of them ihould degenerate 1n- 
to mere Plants, while others emerge 
into the condition of Animals, and fo 
they ſhould ever and anon be aſcen- 
ding and deſcending, what great hurt 
were done : What contradiction to the 
Divine Goedreſs would there be in 
this ? | 
Hyl. 
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Hyl. I confeſs, Philothews, I ſee no 

reat hurt in that. 

Phileth. Man therefore being of 
ſuch a mixt nature, and of ſo invinci- 
ble a Freeneſs, that he may either aſ- 
{ociate himſelf with Angels, or ſort 
himſelf with Apes and Baboans or Sa- 
tyrs of the Wood, what more hurt 1s 
there, he ſo doing, then that there | 
are Apes and Baboons already? and | 
who can tell juſt how many there | 
ought to be of any of thoſe Orders ; 


- or Why there mult be juſt ſo many 


Orders of Apes or Satyrs, and no 
more ? | 

Hyl. I muſt confeſs it were a rafh 
charge againſt Providence on this ac- 
count, and hard to prove but that it 
15 1ndifterent, as touching Individuals 
of this or that Order, to have ſome 
thouſands more or ſome thouſands 
leſs, it ryay be Myriads, and yet the 
good of the Univerſe much-what a- | 
like concerned in either Number. And 
there is the ſame reaſon proportional- . | 
Iy touching the number of the Orders 


themielves. Such variations as theſe, 
it's 
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it's likely,may not bear ſo great ſtreſs 
with them, as to force God to be- 
take himſclf to that extremeſt of Re- 
medies, Annihilation. 

Philoth. But now in the ſecond yy1- 
place, Hylobares, ſuppoſing mankind 7h jecoxd 
of a vincible Freeneſs or Liberty of —_ 
Will; what, would you have God Ccorfiderati- 
adminiſter ſome ſuch powerfull Phz/- wy _ | 
trum toall of them, that he might e- /;of aum- | 
ven force their AﬀeCtions towards ible Free 
thoſe more precious emanations of os Faw 
himſelf which are more properly cal- e zature 3 
led Divine ? 7 in Tron 

Hyl. Yes, Philothews, I would. i . 

Philoth. But I much queſtion how 
this will alwates confiſt with the Di- 
vine Juſtice. For I think it as incon- 
gruous that the Divine Goodneſs 
ſhould alwaites a& according to the 
Simplicity of ts own nature 3 as It is 
unnatural for the Beams of the Sun to 
be reverberated to our eyes from ſe- 
verall Bodies varioutly ſurfaced inthe 
lame form of Light, and not toput 
on the face of divers Colours, ſuch as 
yellow, green, red, purple, and the 
like. 
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like. For as the various Superficies 
of Bodies naturally cauſes ſuch a di- 
verſification of pure Light, and chan- 
ges it into the form of this or that 
Colour 3 ſo the variety of Objects 
the Divine Goodneſs looks upon does 
rightfully require a certain modifica- 
tion and figuration of her ſelf into 
ſundry forms and ſhapes, ( as I may 
ſo call them ) of Vengeance, of Se- 
verity, of Juſtice, of Mercy, and the 
like. This therefore is the thing I 
contend for, T hat free Agents, ſuch 
as Men and Angels, may ſo behave 
themſelves in the ſight of God, that 
they will become ſuch Objects of his: 
Goodneſs, that it cannot be duely 
and rightfully expected that it ſhould 
act according ta its pure and proper 
benign form, dealing gently and kind- 
ly with all the Tenderneſs that may 
be with the party it afts upon ; but 
it muſt ſtep forth in ſome of thoſe 
more herce andgrim forms, (I ſpeak 
after the manner of men) ſuch as Yer- 
geance and Juſtice. And I will now 
put a Caſe very accommodately to 
| Our 
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our own Faculties. Suppoſe ſome 
Vertuous and Beautifull Virgin, roy- 
ally deſcended and Princely attired , 
who, venturing too far into the ſolita- 
ry Fields or Woods, ſhould be light 
upon by ſome rude Wretch,, who, 
firſt having ſatisfied his Luſtfull de- 
ſires upon her by a beaſtly Rape, 
ſhould afterwards moſt barbarouſly 
and deſpightfully uſe her, haling her 
up and down by the Hair of the 
head, ſoiling her ſacred Body by 
dragging her through miry Ditches 
and dirty Plaſhes of water, and tea- 
ring her tender Skin upon Briars and 
Brambles., whiles in the mean time 
ſome Knight-Errant or Man of Ho- 
nour and Vertue ( but of as much 
Benignity of ſpirit as God can com- 
municate to humane nature without 
Hy poſtaticall Union ) is paſſing by 
that way , and diſcerneth with his 
aſtoniſhed eyes this abhorred Specta- 
cle : I now appeal to your own ſenſe 
and reaion, Hylobares, whether it be 
enough for that Heros to reſcue this 


diſtreſſed Virgin from the a 
> 
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ble injury of this Villain, and to ſe- 
cure her from any farther harm 5 or 
whether there ought not to be ad- 
ded allo ſome exquitite Torture and 
ſhametull Puniſhment worthy fo hai- 
nous a fact, and proportionable to 
the juſt indignation any noble ſpirit 
would conceive againſt fo villainous 
a Crime, though neither the wronged 
perſon nor puniſhed party were at al] 
bettered by 1t. 

Hyl. For my part, Philothens, I 
ſhould be in ſo high a rage againſt 
the Villain, 1f I were on the ſpot, that 
I thould ſcarce have the diſcretion 
how to deliberate to puniſh him ſo 
exquiſitely as he deſerved; but in my 
preſent tury ſhould hew him a-pie- 
ces as ſmall as Herbs to the pot. I 
{ſhould cut him all into mammocks, 
Philotheus. ” 

Philoth. Wherefore, Hylobares,you 
cannot but confeſs that Goodneſs it 
{clt in ſome circumſtances may very 
juſtly and becomingly be tharpen- 
ed into Revenge : Which muſt be ſtill 
the leſs incongruous, in that the AKc- 

| Verge 
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verige 1s in the behalf of injured 
Goodneſs, though ſhe get nothing 
thereby but that ſhe is revenged. _ 
Exiſt. To this caſe-that Notion of 
Puniſhment appertains which the 
Greeks call nuacie, as Gel/;z4 obſerves ; 
which nothing concerns the Refor- 
mation or amendment of the puni- 
ſhed , but onely the Honour of the 
injured or offended. 
Philoth. Right, Exiſtor. But in the 
mean time it is manifeſt from hence, 
as I was making inference to Hyloba- 
res, That the Divine Goodneſs may 
ſtep forth into Anger and Revenge, 
and yet the Principle of ſuch Aftions 
may be the very Goodneſs it ſelf. 
Which therefore we contend is (till 
(notwithſtanding that evil which 
may ſeemto be in the World) the 
meaſure of all God's works of Pro- 
vidence, even when Si 3s puniſhed 
with Sin, and Men are ſuffered tode- 

generate into Baboons and Beaſts. 
Hyl. I grant to you,Philotheas, that 
a man may bchave himſclt fo, as that 
all that you affirm may be true, _ 
taat 
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that even the higheſt Severity may 
have no other Fountain then Good- 
meſs. But where Goodneſs 1s Omni- 
potent, as it 1s-in God, how canit 
conli{t therewith not to prevent all 
occaſions of Severity and Revenge , 
by keeping his Creature within the 
bounds of his own Laws, and by com- 
municating to all men and Angels ſuch 
an irrcfiſtible meaſure of Grace, that 
they could never have poſhibly been 
diſobedtent to him ? 

Philoth. To this, Hylobares, I an- 
ſwer, That God having made a free 
Creature, ( and it 1s impoſlible to 
prove he did amiſs in making it ) 
Omnipotency it ſelf ( if I may ſpeak 
it with reverence _) is not able to 
keep off certain unavoidable reſpects 
or congruities it bears to the Divine 
Attributes: As1t 1s a thing utterly 
unimaginable that even the eternal]! 
Intelle& of God ſhould be able to 
produce a finite Number that did not 
bear a certain proportion to ſome 0- 
ther finite Number firſt given, This 
free Creature therefore now made, 

ne- 
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neceſlarily faces the, ſeverall Attri- 
butes of God with ſundry reſpects. 
And this native Freedom in it chal- 
lenges of his Wiſedome;, that ſheſhew 
her beſt skill in dealing with a Crea- 
ture that is free with as little vio- 
lence done to its nature as may. be. 
Which we ſee the-Wiſedome of God 
has practiſed upen Matter, as Inoted 
awhile agoe. And yet the deface- 
ment of rightly-organized Matter is 
as real an entrenchment upon or op- 
poſition of what is Intellectual or Di- 
vine, (I mean the Divine 7dega's them- 
ſelves) as Vice or Immorality. As 
the Divine Wiſedome therefore for- 
ces not the terreſtriall Matter be- *- 
yond the bounds of its own natural 
capacity, to fend all Animals Bodies 
from Diſeaſes and Death 3 no more 
ſhould the Divine Goodneſs untver- 
ſally in af free Creatures irreſ#ſtibly 
prevent the ule of their own nature. 
And therefore being free,they ought, 
according to the congruity of their 
| condition, be put to the trial] what 
they will doe. And if the miſcarrt- 
X '- "ag 
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age be upon very ſtrong Temptati- 
ons that did even almoſt over-pow- 
er the ſtrength of the free Creature, 
this ſtate of the caſe is a meet Ob- 
je of the Mercy of God. Bur if it 
have ſtrength enough, and has been 
often and earneſtly invited to _—P 
cloſe to and to purſue after thoſe 
things that are belt, and yet perpe- 
tually (lights them and ſhuffles them . 
off, the party thus offending is a con- 
gruous object of the Divine Slight and 
Score & it 1s but juſt that ſuch an one 
be left to follow his own ſwindge, 
and to finde ſuch a fate as attends ſuch 
wilde courſes. For it ſeems a kinde of 
diſparagement, to pin Vertue and di- 
vine Grace upon the ſleeves of them 
that are unwilling to receive it, It 
would be as unſeemly as the forcing 
of a rich, beautifull and vertuous 
Bride upon ſome poor tlouching 
Clown, whether he would or no. 
. Hyl. But God may make them w1l- 
ling. 
Philoth. That is, Hylobares, you 
way give the Clown a Philtrum or 
L ove- 
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Love-potiovw. But is not this ſtill a 


great diſparagement to the Bride? 


Wherefore for the general it is fit, 
_ that God ſhould deal with free Crea- 
tures according to the freedom of 
their nature : But yet, rather then all 
ſhould goe to ruine, I donot ſee any 


 incongruity but that God may as it 


were lay violent hands upon ſome, 


. and pull them out of the fire, and 


make them potent, though not irre- 
fiſtible, Inſtruments of pulling others 
out alſo. This 1s that Elefion of God 
for whom it was impoſlible to fall, 
as it is alſo morally impoſlible for 0- 
thers that have arrived to a due pitch 
of the Divine Life. But for thoſe 


that ſtill voluntarily perſiſt to run on 


in a rebellious way againſt God and 
the Light that is ſet before them, and 
at laſt grow ſo cruſted in their Wic- 
kedneſs, that they turn profeſled c- 


nemies of God and Goodneſs , ſcoft_ 


at Divine Providence, riat and Lord 
it inthe world, with the contempt of 
Religion and the abuſe and perſecuti- 
on of them that profeſs it 3 that out 
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of the ſtubborn Blindneſs of. their 
own hearts, being given up to Co- 
vetouſneſs, Pride and Senſuality, vex 
and affiift the conſciencious with _ 
abominable Tyranny and Cruelty 3 I” 
think it is plain that theſe are a very 
futable Obje& for Divive Fary and 
Vengeance, that ſharp and ſevere Mo- | 
dification of the Divine Goodneſs, to 
act upon. 

Hyl. Truly this is very handſome , 
Philothens, and pertinent, if not co- 
gent. E+ 

Philoth. But laſtly, Hylebares,thoug 
we ſhould admit that the whole de- 
ſign of Divine Providence is nothing 
elſe but the mere disburthening of 
his overtlowing Goodneſs upon the 
whole Creation, and that he does-not 
ſtand upon the terms of Juſtice and 
Congruity,or any ſuch punctilio's, (as 
ſome may be ready here to call them) 
but makes his pure Goodneſs the mea- 
ſure of his dealing with both Men and 
Angels 3 yet I ſay that it doesnot at 
all contradift, but that God may per- 
mit Sinin the World, he having the 


pri- 


| Beams ofthe Sun, that retunded from 
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privioge of bringing Light out ef 
arkneſs, and the nature of things 
being ſuch, that the leflening of Hap- 
-pineſs in one is the advancemett of it 
Inanother: As it is in the Motion of 
Bodies, what agitation one loſes, is 
transferred upon another 3 or like the 


this Body are received by another , 
and nothing is loſt. So that in groſs 
. the Goodneſs of God may be as Fall | 
derived upon the Creation, hon 
not ſo equally diſtributed to paxticu- 
lar Creatures , upon his permitting 
Sin in the World, as if he did forci- 
bly, and againſt the nature of free 
Creatures, perpetually keep it out. 
This 1s that therefore that I would 
ſay, that the Vices of the wicked in- 
. tend andexerciſc the Vertues of the 
zuſt. a 
W hat would become of that noble 
Indignation of minde that holy men 
conceive againſt wicked and blaſphe- 
mous people, if there were neither 
Wickedneſs nor Blaſphemy : in the 
world? What would become of thoſe 
XN 3 enr 
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enraviſhing Vertues of Humility , 
Mecknels, Patience and Forbear- 
ance, if there were no Injuries a- 
monpſt men? What had the Godly 
whereupon to employ their Wit and 
Abilities, if they had no enemies to 
grapple with? How would their 
Faith be tried, if all things here be- 
low had been carried on in Peace and 
Righteonſneſs and in the Fear of 
God 2 How would their Charity and 


 Sedulity be diſcovered in endeavou- 


ring to gain men to the true Know- 
ledge of God, 1f they were alwaties 
found ſo to their hands 2 Terreſtriall 
Goodneſs would even grow ſhggiſh 
and lethargicall, if it were not Wee 
pened and quickned by the Antiper7- 


ſtafs of the general Malignity of the 


World, ' © * 

There are no generous Spirits but 
would even deſire to encounter with 
Dangers and Diffculties, to teſtifie 
their love to the parties they are. 
much endeared to3 and it is an ex- 
ceeding great accellion tv their en- 
joyments, that they-have ſuffered on 
| much 
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much for them. But if the Workd 
were not generally wicked for a 
time, no Soul of man could meetwith 
any ſuch adventure, and the Hiſtory 
of Ages would be but a flat Story. 
Day it ſelf upon this Earth would 
be tireſome, if It were alwates Day, 
and we ſhould loſe thoſe cheartull 
Salutes. of the emerging Light , the 
cool breathings and the — a- 
ſpects of the Roſie Morning. The 
Joys and Solemnities of Victories and 
Triumphs could never be, if there 
were no Enemies to conflict with, to 
conquer/and triumph over. And the 
ſtupendious undertakings of the Savi- 
our of Mankinde, and the admirable 
windings of Providence in her Dra- 
matick Plot which has been acting on 
this Stage of the Earth from the be- 
ginning of the World, had been all 
of them ſtopped and prevented, it 
the Souls of men had not been lapſed 
into Sin. And the ſweeteſt and moſt 
enraviſhing Muſicall touches upon the 
melancholized Paſtions ( ſofar as I 
know ) of both men and Angels had 

A 4 never 


wa 
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ever ſounded in the conſort of the 
Univerſe, & the Orders of free A- - 


gents had never played out of tune. 
+: Nothing therefore of the Divine 


Goodneſs ſeems to be loſt, whenas 


the very Corruption of it, as in a 
grain of Corn caſt into the ground, 
makes for its encreaſe ; and what of 
it 1s rejeded by fome, is by the Wiſe- 
dome of God fo unavoidably con- 


veyed upon others. But that it is ' Þþ 


beſt that all ſhould partake alike of 
the Overflowings of God, will, I 
think , beno lets difficult to prove, 
then that all Subordination of. eſtates 


and conditions in the world ſhould be 


taken away, and that God ſhould not 
have created any of the more vie 
and contemptible kinde of Creatures, 
{ſuch as the Worm, the Fly, the Frog, 
and the Mouſe. Wherefore it being 
ſo diſputable a Point, whether it 
be not 1n 1t fſclt as good that there 


| ſhould be thoſe that are rightly called 


evil and wicked in the World, as that 
there ſhould be ſuch. and ſuch viler or 
more miſchievous Creatures on the 
| * face 
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face of the Earth, it is an unexcuſa- 
ble piece of Raſhneſs to conclude, 
that the Permiſſion of Sin is any ſuch 
Argument againſt the Goodneſs of 
that Providence that guideth all 
things. For why ſhould ſhe gezeral- 
ly force or certainly determine the 
Faculties of gen that are naturally 
free, and ſo perpetuaily keep them 
off from acting of Sin, whenas Sin it 
ſelf 1s {ſo pompoutily led captive by 
the power of Righteouſneſs, and by 
the admirable Wiſedome of God 
ſerves for the equal advancement of 
his intended Goodneſs ? 

 Hyl. Your Reaſon, or your zealous 
Eloquence, or both of them jointly, 
_ ftrike fo ſtrongly upen my minde, O 
Philotheuss that I am, whether I will 
or no, conſtrained to look upon it as 
a deſperate Doubt or Difficulty , and 
luch as I never hope to be reſolved” 
of, Whether,confidering the compre- 
henſton of all, God's permiſlion of 
Sin be more becoming his Goodneſs , 
or his perpetuall forcible hindering 


thereof. And theretore the Good- 
| neſs 
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neſs of Divine Providence being ſo 
conſpicuous in other things, I think I 
ought not to call it into queſtion from 
matters that be {o obſcure, but to ſur- 
mize the beſt. | 

Sopbr. Excellently well inferred , 
Hylobares. 

Hyl. But there aregyet two Scru- 
ples behinde touching the Circum-. 
ſtances of this Permiſtion that ſome- 
thing gaul my mind, which 1f Phils- 
thews pleaſe to free me of, I ſhall 
{leep the quieter this night. 

Philoth. What are thoſe Sctuples , 
Hylobares £ 

YYX1IL. Hyl. The one IS, Why, though It 

| How coſi- may not prove worth the while for 
_ "i, Divine Omnipotency to prevent all 
Goodreſs Sin in the World by abſolutely deter- 
o - 9! mining the humane Faculties to the 
God dozs belt Objects, that yet, when theſe 
| ot ſaaccaly Faculties of men are determined to 
penn, the beſt Objetts , there ſhould not 
 & thy appear a more palpable aſliſtence of 
= — , the Deity to make the ways of Reli- 
| koit, gion and Godlineſs more eafie and 
pallable to poor toiling Mortals, who 
| ' are 
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 areſo pittifully tired and wearied out 

in their pious Proſecutions, that th 
often forfeit not enely the Health of 
their Bodies, but even the Soundneſs 
of their Minds, and are given over 
either to miſerable Mopedneſs or 
Diſtraftion, The other in brief is, 
The externall Adverſitie of the Juſt, 
and Proſperity of the Wicked. For 
in this God does not ſeem to afliſt 
the converted Wills of men ſo favou- 

rably as he may. 
Philoth. That it is an hard thing for 
us Mortals, whoſe abode 1s in houles 
of Clay, toarrive to any due pitch 
of Purity and Goodneſs, experience 
does fo frequently witneſs, that it 
cannot be denied. 'But that this 1s 
no real blemiſh to the benignity of 
Providence, if a man look more nar- 
rowly into the nature of the thingy 
he may eaſily ſatisfhe himſelf from 
manifold reaſons. For, firſt, If we 
had any Modeſty in us, we may ve- 
ry well ſuſpect that the Pain and tor- 
ture we undergoe in the proceſs of 
our Regencration is but a juſt uſ 
5 niſh- 
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niſhment of our former S1ns, in which 


they that ſtay the longeſt come out 
with the greateſt Sorrow and difficul- 
ty. 2. Belides, In other things we 
hold it not indecorous, that matters 
_ of greateſt price ſhould be purcha- 
ſed with anſwerable pains. For what 
has God given us ſeyerall Faculties 
for, but to employ them to the em- 
proyement of our own good? 3, A- 
gain, By this means of God's acting 
according to our nature, not by his 
abſolute power in ſome mighty and 
over-bearing miraculous way , the 
Acquilition of the Holy life' be- 
COmMes a ends and men to the 


great gratification of one another re- 


cord the Method and, as I may ſo ſay, 
the artificial Proceſs thereof. A thing 
_of greater mament then the finding 
put the moſt ſovereign Elixir or the 
Philolopher's Stone. 4. The tire- 
ſomeneſs of the Fight makes the Vi- 
ctory more pleaſant and ſenſible, and 
the continuance of the Quarrell fixes 
more deeply upon our ſpirits an An- 
tipathy agaznſt Sin 3 and the hardneſs 

| we 
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we finde in winding our ſelves out of 
the bondage of Wickedneſs will more 
ſtrongly eſtabliſh us in the Kingdome 
of Vertue. 5. It isa meet triall of 
{ our Faith and Sincerity, and entire 
AﬀeCtion to God. For when we per- 
celve our ſelves hold on notwithſtan- 
ding all theſe Combats and Incum- 
brances, we are aflured in our ſelves 
that we are in good earneſt, and that 
we ſhall at laſt obtain, if we faint not. 
6. And that therefore we ought ra- 
ther to examine our own Sincerity , 
then accuſe Providence. For if our 
love to Goodneſs be ſincere, and not 
lazy and phantaſticall, it will hold 
out with patience 3 which Vertue is 
exerciſed and increaſed by theſe pre- 
ſent Trialls. 7. Weare alſo to ex- 
amine our Faith and opinion concer- 
ning God's will and power , whether 
we think him as well willing as able 
to help all thoſe that ſincerely ſeek 
after him 3 which is eſſentially con- 
gruous to the Divine Nature and 
Goodneſs3 and whether we believe 


that through his power we may be 
inabled 
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inabled to get the conqueſt ayer all - | 
the Enormities of the Animal Life. 
Andif we think God is not ſo good | 
to his Creature, let us conſider whe- 

ther we could ſerve the Creature ſo, 
if we were in God's ſtead. If we 
could, it is the wickedneſs of our 
own Nature that has thus infe&ted the 
Notion of Godin us, and ſo our own 
evil ſpirit is our Fury and Devil that 
at laſt may chance to drive us into 
Madneſs. If we could not deal thus 
our ſelves, how fooliſh a thing is it 
not preſently to collect, that we ean- 
not be more benign then God, and 
that therefore the fault is in our 
ſelves that we are no better 2 More- 
over we are to conſider , that Clear- 
neſs and Serenity of. Minde 1s not to 
be had without the forſaking all man- 
ner of Sins and that if we hope o- 
therwiſe, it is an Indication of our 
own Hypocriſfie, that we would hold 
a League with both Light and Dark- 
neſs at once. Ard therefore we ſee. 
as touching religious Diſtra&ion, that 
we our (elves may be the cauſes of , 
an 
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and that it is but the juſt reſult of our 
own Infincerity. But for down-righe 
Madneſs proceeding from Melan- 


choly, it is a natural Dileaſe, and re- 
ſpeds the Phyfician rather then e1- 


{ ther the Philoſopher or Divine. 


8. and laſtly, The great Deſertions, 
dark Privations, deſperate Tempta- 
tions, Enfeeblements of Minde and 
Body, or what-ever other Inconve- 
niences, as they ſeem to be, occurr 1n 
this proceſs towards the due pitch of 
Regeneration and Newneſs of life, 
they very effectually and naturally 
make for that moſt precious and tru- 
eſt piece of Piety, I mean Humility 3 
whereby the Soul is ſo affeCted, that 
ſhe very feelingly and ſenſibly ac- 
knowledges that all the good ſhe 
does or knows is wholly from God 
her Maker, and that ſhe is nothing 
of herſelf. Wherefore ſhe is jult to 
God, in attributing all to himz and 
milde and meek-hearted towards 
men, even to thoſe that are yet out 
of the way, being conſcious to her 
ſelf, that the ordering of her ways 

Is 
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is not from herſelf, but that God is 
her ſtrength and "the light of her 
paths. Wherefore there being ſuch 
genuine advantages in this flow pro- 
ccſs of them that move towards what 
1s truly good, and that congruitty to 
our Faculties, and to the nature of the 
things we ſeck after, it ſeems to me 
as unreaſonable that God ſhould uſe 
his abſolute Omnipotency in making 
men good in a moment, ſo ſoon as 
they have a minde to be ſo. as to ex- 
pect he ſhould make the Flowers ſud- 
denly ſtart out of the Earth in Win- 
ter, or load the Trees with Autum- 
nall fruit in Spring. 

XXly. Eniſt. There's nothing can ſtand 

; Flke © againſt the power of Philothexs his 

 - mice and Reaſonings. This firſt was by far 

te Angc!. the more difficult Probleme of the 

two, and how cally has he ſolved it ? 

The other, which 1s the more ordi- 

1] nary, never ſeemed to me to have the 

—/.. leaſtforce init, ſince I met with the 
Story of the Eremite and the Angel. 

Philop. I pray you what Story 1s 


 - that, Eniſtor 2 
| Eniſt, 
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Enift. | hope; Philopolis, you would 
not have me to interrupt Philothews; 
by reciting of it. ont vos 

Philoth. By all means let's heat it, 
Exiſtor. I ſhall not proceed quietly 
till you have told it., It will at leaſt 
give me ſome reſpite, who have 


(poken ſo much already, and: it 1s 


likely may ſave me the labour; of 
proceeding any farther on that Sub- 
ject. - oh 

Exiſt. 1 will not tell it, O Phzlothe- 
#4, but upon condition that you will 


afterwards proceed as copioully ag 


if I had ſaid nothing. 

Philop. I will undertake he ſhall, 
Emiſtor. 

Enjſt. The Story then in brief is 
this. That a certain Eremite having 
conceived great jealoufies touching 
the due Adminiſtration of Divine 
Providence in externall occurrences 
inthe World, in this anxiety of mind 
was reſolved to leave his Cell, and 
travell abroad, to ſee with his own 
eyes how things went abroad 1n the 
World. He had not gone half a 

| d $ day's 
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day's journey, but a young man o- 
yertook him and joyn'd compan 

with him, and infinuated himſelf fo 
far into the Eremite's affection, that 
he thought himſelf very happy in 
that he had got ſo agreeable a Com- 
panion. Wherefore reſolving to 
take their fortunes together, they al- 
ways lodged inthe ſame houſe.Some 
few days travels had over-palt before 
the Eremite took notice of any thing 
remarkable. But at laſt he obſerved 


that his Fellow-traveller, with whom 


he had contrafted ſo intimate a 
Friendſhip, in an houſe where they 


_. wereextraordinary well treated ſtole 


away a gilt Cup from the Gentleman 
of the houſe, and carried it away 
with him. The Eremite was very _ 
much aſtoniſhed with what he ſaw 
done by ſo fair and agreeable a per-_ 
ſon as he conceived him to be, but 
thought not yet fit to ſpeak to him 
or ſeemto take notice of it. And 
therefore they travel fairly on to- 
gether as aforetimes, t1]] Night for- 
ced them to ſcek Lodging. But they 
—- light 
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unhoſpitable Owner, who ſhut them 
out into the outward Court, and ex- 


poſed them all night to the injury of = 


the open weather , which chanced 
then to be very rainy. But the E- 
remite's Fellow-traveller unexpec- 
tedly compenſated his Hoſt's ill enter- 
tainment with no nicaner a reward 
then the gilt Cup he had carried a- 
way from the former place, thruſting 
It in at the Window when they de- 
parted. This the Eremite thought 


was very pretty, and that it was not 


Covetouſneſs, but Humour.that made 
him take it away from its firſt Ow- 
ner. The next night, where m—_ 
lodged, they were treated again wit 

_ a deal of Kindneſs and Civility : but 
the Eremite obſerved with horrour 
that his Fellow-traveller for an 11] re- 


_ ſtrangled privately a young 


hild of their ſo courteous Hoſt in 
the Cradle. This perplext the minde 
of the poor Eremite very much 5 but 
in ſadneſs and patience NY to 
ſpeak, he travelled another day's 
| E 2 Journey 
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journey with the young man, and at 
Evening took up in a place where 
they were more made of then any- 
where hitherto. And becauſe the 
way they were to travell the next 
morning was not ſo eafie to find, the' 
Maſter of the houſe commanded one 
of the Servants to go, part of the 
way to direct them; whom, while 
they were paſſing over a Stone- 
bridge, the Eremite's Fellow-travel- 
ler caught ſuddenly betwixt the legs 
and pitched him headlong from off 
the Bridge into the River , and 
drowned him. Here . the Eremite 
could have no longer patience, but 
flew bitterly upon his Fellow-travel- 
ler for theſe barbarous Actions, and 
renounced all Friendſhip with him, 
and would travel with him no longer 
nor keep him company. Whereup- 
on the young man ſmiling at the ho- 
neſt zeal of the Eremite, and putting 
oft his mortal diſguiſe, appeared as 
he was, in the form and luſtre of an 
Angel of God, and told him that he 
was ſent to eaſe his minde of the great 
Anxiety 
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Anxiety it was incumbred with 


touching the Divine Providence. In 


which, ſaid he, nothing can occurr 


325 


more perplexing and paradoxicall 


then what you have been offended at 
ſince we two travelled together. But 
yet I will demonſtrate to you, ſaid 
he, that all that I have done 1s ver 

juſt and right. For as for that fir 

man from whom I took the gilded 
Cup, it wasa real Compenſation in- 
deed of his Hoſpitality 3 that Cup 
being ſo forcible an occaſion of the 
good man's Diſtempering himſelf, 
and of hazarding is Health and 
Life, which would be a great loſs to 
his poor neighbours, he being. of ſo 
good and charitable a nature. But 
put it into the window of that harſh 
-and unhoſpitable man that uſed us fo 
11], not as a Booty to him, but as a 
Plague and Scourge to him, and for 


an eaſe to his oppreſſed Neighbours, 
that he may fall into Intemperance, 


Diſeaſes, and Death it ſelf. For I 
knew very well that there was that 


Inchantment in this Cup, that they 
7 3 that 


326 


Divine Dialogues. 


that had it would be thus bewitched 
withit. And as for that civil per- 
ſor whoſe Childe I ſtrangled in the 

Cradle, it was in great mercy to him, 
and no real hurt to the Childe, who 
15 now with God, Bur if that Childe 
had lived, whereas this Gentleman 
hitherto had heen piouſly, charita- 
bly and devoutly given, his Minde, 
I ſaw, would have unavoidably ſunk 
into the love of the World, out of 
love to his Childe, .he having had 
none before, and doting ſo hugely. 
on itz and therefare I took away 
this momentanie life from the Body 
of the Childe, that the Soul of the 
Father might live for ever. And 
for this laſt fact, which you ſo much 
abhorr, it was the moſt faithfull 
piece of Gratitude I could dot to one 
that had uſed us: ſo humanely and 
kindcly as that Gentleman did. For 
this man, who by the appointment 

of his Mairer was ſo efticious to us as 
toſhew us the way, intended this ve- 
ry night enſuing to |ct in a company 
of Rogues into his Maſter's houfe, to 
of | 7 you 
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rob him of all that he had, if notto 
murther him and his Family. And 
having ſaid thus, he vaniſhed. But 
the poor Eremite, tranſported with 
Joy and Amazement , lift up his 
hands and eyes to Heaven, and gave 
glory to God, who had thus unex- 
pectedly delivered him from any far- 


ther Anxiety touching the ways of 


his Providence and thus returned 
with chearfulneſs to his forſaken Cell, 
and ſpent the reſidue of his daies 
there in Piety and Peace. 

Philoth. It is an excellent good 
Story indeed , Exiftor , and ſo much 
to the purpole, that it is plainly fu- 
perfluous to adde any more words 
touching this T heme. 

Philop. But I believe, Philathens , 
that neither Exiſtor nor Hylobares wlll 
be ſo ſatisfy'd.. | 

Exiſt. For my part, I challenge 
the performance of your promile , 
O Philopolis, that the condition upon 


which I told the Story may be made 


good to me, namely, That Phzlothe- 
#5 be never the briefer in his Satiſ- 
TY 4 faction 
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faction to Hylebares for my unſeaſona- 
ble' Interpellation by this Paraboli- 
call Story, _. 

Hyl. AndI am of that childiſh hu- 
mour, that I donot reliſh any drink 
ſo well as that out of mine own uſu- 
al Sucking-bottle ; wheretore I ex- 
peCt farther refreſhment, Philothexs, 
from your more nervous Eloquence. 

Philop. My credit alſo, Philothes, 
1s at the ſtake, if you do not utter 
'our Sentiments upon this Subject. 

Philoth. But in the mean while , 
Philopolzs, 1t does me good to obſerve 
what fine ſenſe 'Hylobares (peaks in ſo 
unmect a demand, as if ſironug meat 
were for babes. Dio 

Hyl. But ſtrong drink may be for 
them 3 far ſome give ſuch to Cluldren 
ſo ſoon as they be born. 

Philop. Nay he 1s cven with you 
there, Philothers 5 you had better 
have fallen dire&ly upan the mitter 
without theſe delays. 

Phileth. Well then, Philopolzs , 1 
will doe io, becanic you urge me fo 
auch tn.o it, though in my. own 
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judgement I think it needleſs. The 
Dithculty propounded alwaies ſee- 


med to me one of the eaſieſt to be' 
ſolved, though the moſt ordinarily 


complain'd of, I mean, the Impunity 
and Proſperity of the Wicked, and the 
Afﬀidion and Adverſity of the Good. 
For firſt , What 1s:alledged concer- 
ning the Impunity of the Wicked 1s not 
onely falſe, but impoſſible. For how 
can the Wicked eſcape Puniſhment , 
when Wickedneſs it ſelf is one of the 
greateſt Penalties ? or how can they 
be ſaid to be proſperows, who have no- 
thing ſucceed according to their own 
{cope and meaning? For every man 
means well, as Socrates wiſely deter- 
mines 3 but it 1s the perpetuall unhap- 
pineſs of the Wicked that he does that 
which 1s 11]. So great is his Igno- 
rance and Impotency , that he can- 
not reach the mark he aims at; but 
wiſhing the beſt to himſelf, as all 
other men do, yet notwithſtanding 
he really proſecutes that wlich 1s 
worſt. And therefore with the wilc 
he can be no ObjeR of Envy, but of 
| Fity. 


| 
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Pity. Andit isan unmeet thing that 
any ſentence concerning Divine Pro- 
vidence ſhould be carried by the 
Votes of Fools. When a Drunken 
man breaks Glaſs-windows , raviſhes 
women, ſtabs men in the ſtreets, and 
does many ſuch Villainies as theſe, I 
appeal to you, Hylobares, what Pri- 
vilege or Proſperity is there in this, 
(though he were not to be puniſhed 


by the Magiſtrate ) having dorie that - 


which indeed he had no true minde 
to doe , but did heartily deteſt and 


* abhorr when he was ſober? This 1s 


the true ſtate of all Wicked men 
Whatſoever 3 let their power be ne- 
ver ſo high, they act like Drunkards 
or men in a Dream, ſuch things as 
they will be aſhamed of ſo ſoon as 
they are ſober or awakened. 

Sophr. This is the very Philoſo-. 
phy of the Apoſtle, O Philothews , 
IWhat fruit have ye then of thoſe things 
whereof ye are now aſhamed # 

Philoth. Now as 1tis evident, Hyls- 
bares, that they are punithed in the 
forfeiture of that high Happineſs that 
conſiſts 
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confiſts in the peace and joy of a pu- 
rify'd Minde, wherein refides the true 
Knowledge of God, and a living ſenſe 
of the Comelineſs and Pulchritude of 
Grace and Vertue; fo likewiſe there 
1s an Inflition of internall Pain to 
their very Senſes. For what Torture 
can there be greater then that Rack 
of Pride , thoſe Scorpion-ſtripes of 
Envy , thoſe inſatiable ſcorching 


Flames and Torches of Furies, un- 
tamed Luſt 2 what then ſtrangling 


Cares, then the ſevere Sentences of 
their own prejudging Fears? what 
Dungeon more noiſome , horrid or 


diſmall , then their ſuſpicious Igno- 


rance, and opprefling loads of ſurpri- 
ſing Grief and Melancholy ? 

Again, it is farther manifeſt that 
the Wicked are plagued even in this 
| life; for they are a mutual plague 
and ſcourge one toanother, and take 
the office of Executioners and Hang- 
men by turns. For all the noiſe of 
Injury and Injuſtice in the World is 
ordinarily nothing elſe but a com- 


plaint that wicked men abuſe one an- 
| other. 
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other. Wherefore why ſhould it be 
expected that Divine Providence 
ſhould forthwith take vengeance of 
the Executioners of his own Juſtice ? 
But for thoſe few Righteous that 
are inthe World, they are bettered 
by thoſe things that ſeem to the Idiot 
and unskilfull the onely Evils that 
Morrtals can fall into. But the Infeli- 
city of the Godly is commonly this , 
that they will ſcramble with the men 
of this World for ſuch things as are 
the moſt proper Happineſs cf thoſe- 
that are wicked, For they fighting 
with them thus as with Cocks on 
their own Dunghill, it 18 no marvell 
they come by the worſt; for this 1s 
their hour aud the power of Darkneſs, 
Thirdly, Ir is manifeſt that the 
Peace and Impunity of the Wicked 
1s very ſerviceable for the exerct- 
{ing of the Vertuesof the Righteous, 
whereby they may diſcern their own 
Sincerity or Hypocriſie, and dilco- 
vcr whether it be the pure Love of 
Ficty that puts them in ſuch agarb, 
ar the dclire of the Praiſe and Coun- 
tenance 
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tenance of menz whether the pro- 
{eſlion of their Faith in God and of 
future Happineſs be formal, or real. 
For if it be rea], what will not they 


be able to undergoe ? and what an 
high Cordial muſt it be unto them , 


to have an unfeigned ſenſe and belief 


of that great Compenſation they are 
to receive” in the World to come ? 
Not to mention what a great ſatisfa- 
ion the conſciouſneſs of conſtant 


Sincerity 15 to the Soul of a maneven 


in this life- alſo. Wherefore the 
ſtrokes of the Confuſion and unrigh- 
teous Diſorder in the World doin a 


manner miſs the Righteous, and hit 


heavy onely there where they ſhould 
doe, upon the Ungodly themſelves. 
But what reaches x that are dee- 
med more juſt, they are 1n all reaſon 
and modeſty to look upon it as either 
a Puniſhment of ſome Reliques of 
Vices in them, or as an Exerciſe of 
their Vertues, that God may be glo- 
rify'd in them. Wherefore if any 
thing harſh happen to a good man, he 
will torthwith examine Jimſelf M his 
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heart be clean: which if it be not, 
he is to look upon it as a Chaſtiſe- 
ment3 if it be, he will bear it and 
embrace it as a I riall from God , and 
as an occaſion whereby he may glo- 
rifie the Power of God in him. But if 
he doe not thus, it is a ſign his heart 1s 
not clean, and therefore why ſhould 
he grumble that he 1s puniſhed ? 
ourthly, That Tyranny, Mur- 
ther, Perjurie, Linn and EX- 
orbitant Luſt has been notoriouſly 
and exemplarily puniſhed by a kinde 
of Divine Vengeance, and above all 
the expectation of men, even in this 
Life, in {everall perſons, is ſo noted in 
Hiſtory, that I need name nolInſtan- 
ces. Butto purlue every Monſtroſi- 
tie of Wickedneſs with preſent Pu- 
niſhment here in this World, were not 
to make men good, but to hinder the 
wicked from miſchieving and -ſcour- 
ging one another, and from exerci- 
ling the Vertues of the righteous. 
Fitthly, In that Wickedneſs is not 
ſo conſtantly and adequately pu- 
niſhed in this Life , there is allo this 
Con- 


Convenience in it, T hat it is a ſhrewd 
Argument to any indifferent perſon 
that underſtands the Nature and At- 
tributes of God, that there is a Re- 


ward to come hereafter in the other 


Life. 

'To all which I adde in the laft 
. place, that the affairs of this World 
arelike a curious, but intricately-con- 
trived, Comedy, and that we cannot 
judge of the tendency of what is paſt 
or acting at preſent before the en- 
trance of the laſt A&t, which ſhall 
bring in Righteouſneſs in triumph : 
who though ſhe has abided many a 
brunt, and has been very cruelly and 
deſpightfully uſed boron in the 
World, yet atlaſt, according toour 
defires, we ſhall ſee the Knight over- 
come the Giant. And then I appeal 
to you, Hylobares, whether all things 
have not been carried on according 
to the natural Relifh of your own Fa» 
culties. For what 1s the reaſon 'we 
are ſo much pleaſed with the reading 
Romances and the Fictions of Poets, 
but that here, as Ariſtotle ſays, things 
arc 
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are ſet down as they ſhould be, but 
in the true Hiſtory hitherto of the 
World things are recorded indeed 
as they are, but it is but a Teſtimo: ; 
ny that they have not been as. they 
ſhould be 2 Wherefore in the upſhot 
of all, if we ſhall ſee that come to 
paſs that ſo mightily pleaſes us in the 
reading the moſt ingenious Plays and 
Heroick Poems, that long aftiicted 
Vertue at daſt comes to the Crown , 
the mouth of all Unbelievers muſt 
be for ever ſtopped. And for my own 
part, I doubt not but that it will fo 
come to pals 1m the laſt Cloſe of the 
World. But impatiently to call for 
Vengeance upon every Enormity be- 
fore that time, is rudely to overturn 
the Stage before the enttance into the 
fifth Act, out of Ignorance of the 
Plot of the Comedy, and to prevent 
the ſolemaity of the general Judge- 


ment by more petty and particular 


Executions. Theſe are briefly the 
ſ1x Heads, Hylobares, which I might. 
have inſifted upon to clear Provi- 
dence from this laſt Allegation, had 

there 
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there been any great Difficulty in the 
matter. 12 
Hyl. What you have already in- 


timated, Philothews , from thele fix 
Heads, and Exiſtor ſuggeſted by that 


handſome Parable, has, I muſt con-. 


feſs, ſo fully ſatisfy'd me in this laſt 
Point , that it makes the Difficulty 
look as if it had been none at all, 


Philop. In this laſt Point , Hyleba-. 


res £ that's but one Point. ButI pray 
you ingenuoully declare how much 
at eaſe you finde your ſelf touching 
_ other Difficulties you propoun- 
ded. . 1; | 

Hyl. Very much , I'll aſſure you , 
Philopolis, touching all of them for 
the preſent. But. what dark clouds 
may again overcaſt my minde by our 
next meeting, I cannot divine afore- 
hand. But you ſhall be ſure to hear 
of it, if any thing occurr that dil- 
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ſettles me. In the_ mean time I am _ 


ſure I finde my felf in a very gay and 


chearfull condition. 
Philop. We may then very ſeafo- 
nably adjourn this Meeting, O Cx- 


Z phophron , 
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phophron, to fix a clock to morrow in 
the afternoon. 


Cuph. T ſhall then be again very 


happy , O Phlopolis, in my enjoy- 


ment of ſo excellent Company. In 
the mean time my Service to you 1n 
this Glaſs of Wine ; for I think ne1- 
ther you nor any one elſe has drunk 
ſince they came hither , they have 
been ſo intent upon the Diſcourſe. 

Philop. It is nmol needleſs this 
Summer-time, O Cup ophron. 

Cuph. It is very convenient to drink 
one Glaſs, to correc the Crudities of 
the nofturnall Air and Vapours. T his 
therefore is truly to your Good 
health, O Philopolzs. 

Philop. Well, ſince it muſt be ſo, I 
thank you kindely, Cuphophron. 

Hyl. Nay, Gentlemen, 1f you fall 
a-drinking, I may well fall a-whi- 
{thing on my Flagellet. 

Cuph. What,do you mean to make 
us all Horſes, to whiſtle us while we 
are a-drinking ? 

Hyl. Nay , Cuphophron , I whiſtle 
that you may drink, and all little e- 
nough 


nough to make Ph;lotheas, Bathyns- 
ws and Sophrov to take off their 
 Glaſles, | 
|  Bahhb, I believe Hylobares his Whi- 
ſtling may have a more ſymboalicall 
meaning in it then weare aware of, 
and intimate to us that Eating and 
Drinking are a&ts common tous with 
the Beaſts, 

Philop. Be it ſo, Bathynows, yet 
theſe acts are ſomerimes neceſlary for 
men alſo. Nor 1s it inconvenient to 
drink ta my next neighbour _ Phi/o- 
thews , nat onely to fortifie him a- 
gainſt the noCturnall Vapours , but 
likewiſe to recruit his Spirits, which 
he may have over-much expended 
in his long and learned diſcourſes. 

Philath. The freſh Air, Philopolis , 
moiltened with the Moon-ſhine,asCx- 
phophroz noted, is as effeCtual to that 
purpoſe, if I had been at any ſuch 
expenſe. 

Philop. But this Glaſs of Wine will 
help to correct the Crudity of that 
moiſture : wherefore my Service to 


you, Philothens. 
£ 2 Philoth. 
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Philoth. 1 thank you heartily, Phi- - 
lopolis, 1 will pledge you. 
Philop. It is very good Wine. 
Philoth I ſhall commend it the more 
willingly to - Bathynons , a little to 
warm and chear his thoughtfull Me- 
lancholy. Bathynons, my Service to 
ou. 
f Bath. Your Servant thanks you, 
Philothens. | | 
Philoth. I perceive Philopolis has a 
very judicious T aſt. _ | 
Bath. It is ordinarily the pure ef- 
fet of Temperance to have ſo. But 
yet my palate is ſomething more ſurd 
and jacent, However I will trie. I 
promiſe you it ſeems to me ve 
good, Philotheus, and ſuch as Cats 
himſelf would not refuſe a Cup of : 
which makes me with the more aſlwy- 
rance drink to my next neighbour, 
even to Sophroz, to chear him after 
his conceived Fears and Affrights tou- 
ching the Succeſs of this Diſpute con- 
cerning Providence. 
 Sophr. The good Succeſs, Batkyno- 
us, Chears me more then all the Wine 
in 
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in Athens can do. And therefore not 


 ſomuch tobe cheared, as out of my 
preſent Chearfulneſs, I will readily 


pledge you one cup. For Sobriety 


15 not in drinking no Wine at all, but 

In —— it moderately. 

Bath. Well, my Service to you 
then, Sophron. 

Sophr. I thank you, Bathynons. 

Euiſt. But certainly, if my memo- 
ry failme not, Cato, as grave as he 
was, would drink more Cups of Wine 
then one at a time. | 

Sophr. Nor dol think that mode- 
rate Drinking conſiſts in one Cup, 
but in drinking no more then is for 
the Health of bath Soul and Bady. 
And one Glaſs will ſerve me for that 
end at this time, 


Exiſt. Your Definition is very ſafe 


and uſefull, I think, O Sophrox. 
Sophr. And therefore my wvy lar 
reſpects to you, Eviſtor, in this lingle 
Glaſs of Wine. 
Cuph. See the virtue of good Ca- 


varie, the mere (team of whoſe vola-. 


til Atoms has ſo raiſed Sophrow's 
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hancie, that it has made him ſeem 
for to offer to quibble before theGlaſs 
has touched his lips. | 

Sophr. It is marvellous good Wine 
indeed. I warrant you, Exiſtor, this 
will rub up your memory to the pur- - 
poſe, if the recalling how many Cups 
grave Cato would take off at a time, 
may warrant our drinking at any time 
more then is needfull or convenient. 
I pray you taſt it. 

Eniſt. I thank you,Sephron,l ſhould 
willingly pledge you, though it were 
in worſe lIiquour. They have all of 
them had each man his Glaſs but Hy- 
lobares , but have excogitated ſuch 
pretty pretences to accolt them they 
drank to, that I finde I need to have 
my wit rubb'd up as well as my memo- 
ry, to hold on this ingenious humour. 

Cuph. Do not you obſerve, Eniſtor, 
how ſtudiouily Hylobares bas play'd 
the Piper all this time > Take your 
Cue from thence. 
 EFuiſt. Hylobares, not to interrupt 
you, my humble Service to you ina 
Glaisof Canaric, to wet your whiſtle, 
names ws, Hyl 
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Hyl. Ithank you kindly , Exiſtor 
but I profeſs I was ſcarce aware what 
I did, or whether I whiſtled or no, 

 Philop. Methinks thoſe Airs and XXVIE 
that Inſtrument, Hylobaree, ſeem too ;,,, co. 
light for the ſerious Diſcourſe we jufue in 
have had ſo many hours together, fylovares 

Hyl. But I'll aſſure you, Philopelis, ward Le © 
my thoughts were never more ſeri- v9 74in 1 
ous then while I was piping theſe cafie Pads” «2» 
Airs on my Flagellet. For they are on. | 
ſo familiar to me. thatI had no need 
to attend them, and my minde indeed 
was wholly taken up with Objects ſu- 
table to our late Theme. And even 
then whenl was playing theſe light 
Tunes, was I recovering into my me- 
mory, as well as Icould, ſome part 
of a Philoſophick Song that once I 
had by rote, ( both words and tune 
and all ) which hag no ſmall aftini 
with the Matters of this day s Dil- 
courſe. 

Philop. It 1s much, Hylobares, you 
ſhould be able to attend to ſuch con- 
trary things, ſo light and ſo ſerious, 
at one and the ſame time. 

L 4 Hyl. 
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Hyl. That's no more, Philopolis , 
then Exiftor did in his Story of the 


Angel and the Eremite. For I look 


upon the twiſting of a man's Muſta- 
chio's to be as {light and' triviall a 
thing as the playing on the Flagellet. 
And yet I believe he was at it at leaſt 
twenty times with his fore-finger and 
his thumb in his rehearſing that ex- 
cellent Parable , though his Minde , 
I ſaw, was ſo taken up with the 
weightineſs of the ſenſe, that his a- 
ſpect ſeemed as devout as that of the 
Eremite, who was the chief Subject 


of the Story. 

Exiſt. | pray you, Hylobares, take 
this Glaſs of Wine for a reward of 
your abuſing your Friend ſo hand- 
ſomely to excule your ſelf, and fee if 
It be fo good for the rubbing up the 
meniory as Sophrox avouches it. For | 
then I hope we ſhall hear you ſing as 
attentively as you have regardletly 
whiſtled all this time. 

Hyl. The Wine is very good, Ex- 
iſtor, it it be as good for the Memo- 


ry But 1 vehier c ] had already re- 
Fee called 
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called more of thoſe Verſes to minde 
then What 1s convenient to repeat 
at this time. 

Philop. I prithee, Hylobares, repeat 
but them you have recalled to me- 
mory 5 it will be both a farther rati- 
fication of this unthought-of Expe- 
riment, and a ſutable Cloſe of the 
whole day's Diſcourſe. 

Hyl. Your deſire is to me a com- 
mand, Pbzlopolis; apd therefore for 
your ſake I will hazard the credit of 
my Voice and Memory at once. 


Where's now the Objefts of thy Fears, 
Needleſs Sighs and fruitleſs Tears ? 

T hey be all gone like idle Dream 

Suggeſted from the Body's ſteam. 

O Cave of Herrour black as pitch ! 

Dark Den of Spetires that bewitch 

T he weakned Phancy, ſore affright 

With the grim ſhades of griſly N ight LE 
what's Plague and Priſon, loſs of F riends » 
War, Dearth, and Death that all things ends? 
Here Buglears for the childiſh minae, 
Pare Panick Terrours of the blinde. 


Colle thy Soul into one Sphear | 
Of Light, and 'ocve the Earth it bear. = 
| T ho/e 
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T hoſe wilde ſcattered Thoughts, that erft 
Lay looſely in the World diſperſt, 
Callin z thy Spirit thus knit in one 
Fair lucid Orb, thoſe Fears be gont, 
Like vain Impoſtures of the Night, 

T hat fly before the Morning bright. 
Then with pure eyes thow ſhalt behold 
How the Firſt Goodneſs deth infold 

All things in loving tender Arms 3 

T hat deemed Miſchiefs are no Harms, 
But ſovereign Salveszand thkilfull Cures 
Of greater Woes the World endures; 
That Alan's ſtont Soul may nin a ſtate 
Far rais'd above the reach of Fate. 


Poner Wiſedowe,Goodneſs ſure did frame 
T his {niverſe, and ſtill guide the ſame. 
But thoughts from Paſſions ſprung deceive 
Vain mortals. No man can contrive 
A better courſe then what's been run 


Since the firſ® Circuit of the Sun. 
He that beho/ds all from an high 


Knows better what to doe then I. 


I'm not mine own : ſhould I repine 

If be diſpoſe of what's not mine ? 

Purge but thy Soul of blinde Self-will, 
T hon ſtraight ſhalt ſee God does no ill. 
T he World he fills with the bright Rays 
Of his free Goodneſs. He diſplays 


Him/e/f throughow + Like common Air 


That Spirit of Life through all doth fare, 
Suck'd 
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Sack'd inby them ur vital breath 
tbo willingly embrace not Death. 

But thoſe that with that living Law «» 
Be bra of Fr Cares do gnam ; 


Miftraſts of Providence do vex 
Their Sons and pnzzled windes perplex. 


Theſe Rhythms were in my minde , 
Philopolis, when the Flagellet was at 
my mouth. 

Philop. They have an excellent 
ſenſe in them, and very pertinent to 
this day's Diſquilitions. I pray you 
whoſe Lines are they, Hylobares ? 
Hil. They are the Lines of a cer- 
tain Philoſophicall Poct, who writes 

almoſt as hobblively as Lneretius him- 

ſelf; but I have met with Strains here. 
and therein him that have infinitely 
pleaſed me; and theſe, in ſome hu- 
mours, amonglt the reſt. But I was 
never ſo ſenſible of the weightineſs 
of their meaning as ſince this day's 
diſcourſe with Philothews. ' 

Philop. Well, Hylobares, if you ru- 
minate on no worſe things then theſe 
While you play on your Flagellet, it 
will be an unpardonable fault in me 

PE ever 
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ever hereafter to diſparage your Mu- 


fick. 
Exiſt. T think we muſt hire Hylo- 
/ bares topipe us to our Lodgings, elſe 


the Mcet= we ſhall not finde the way out of C«- 


phophrox's Bower this Night, as bright 
as 1t 1s. 

Hyl. That I could doe willingly, 
Exiſtor, without hire, it 1s ſo pleaſing 
a divertiſement to me to play on my 
Pipe in the ſilent Moon-light. 

Philop. Well , we muſt abruptly 
take leave of you , Cuphophron , and 
bid you Gaad night : Hylobares is got 
out of the Arbour already, and we 
muſt all dance after his Pipe. 

Cyph. That would be a juvenile 
act for your Age, Philopolis. 

Philop. I mean, we muſt follow his 


example,and betake our ſelves home- 
wards 3 for it is now very late. Was 


It a deJuſion of my fight? or did there 
a Star ſhoot obliquely as I put my 
head out of the Arbour ? 

Bath. If the Dog-ſtar had been in 
View, one would have thought him 
-in danger from Hylebares his chax- 
ming W hiltle. Emiſt, 
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Ewiſi, No Hags of Theſſaly could 
ever LNG the Celeſtial Dog out of 
the Sky, Bathynons. 

Cxph. How ſublimely witty is Ex- 
;/tor with one fingle Glaſs? 

Exiſt. Good might to you, dear 
Cuphophron. 

Cuph. Nay, I will wait on you to 
your Lodgings. 

Philop. By no means, Cxphophron ; 
we will leave you here in your own 
houſez unleſs you will give us the 
trouble of coming back again with 
you. 


Gentlemen, all at once. 


Philop. Good night to Cuphephron. 


The End of the Second 
Dialogue, 
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Cxph. Good night to you - then : 
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THE THIRD DIALOGUE. 


Philothens, Bathynous, Sophron, Philo- 
polis, Eniſtor, Hylobares,Cuphophran. 


Sophr. Hat tall Inſtrument 1s 
this,O Cuphophron,that 
you have got thus unexpectedly in- 
to your Arbour ? 
Cupb. T he tallneſs diſcovers what 
It 1s, a Theorboe, I oublerving ye- 
ſternight how muſically given the 
Company was, in ſtead of Hyloberes 
his Whiſtle, Cwluch is more uſually 
play'd upon before Bears or dancing 
Dogs then before Philoſophers or Per- 
ſons of any quality_) have provided 
this more grave and pentile Inſtru- 
ment for them that have a mind to 
play and ſing to it, that ſo they may, 
according to the manner of Pythago- 
ras, after our Philoſophicall Diſlerta- 
tions, With a ſolemn Fit of Muſick 
diſmiſs our compoſed mindes to reſt. 


Sophr. 
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Sophr. You abound in all manner 
of Civilities , Cuphophron : But do 
not you play on this Inſtrument your 
Gl 5 

Ceph. No, alas! it istoo tall for 
me, my Fingers will not reach the 
Frets. But ſometimes with a careleſs 
ſtroak I bruſhthe Gittar, and pleaſe 
my ſelf with that more eafie Me- 
lody. 

Hyl. And it would pleaſe any one 
living to ſee Cxphophron at that grace- 
full Exerciſe, fo as I have ſometimes 
taken him; He*is ſo like thg Signat 
the other end of the Street. 

Cuph. This Wag Hylobares, I dare 
ſay, means the Sign of the Ape and 
the Fiddle. This is 1n revenge for the 
difparagement I did his beloved $y- 
rinx, the Arcadian Nymph. 

Philop. I never heard that Hyloba- 
res had any Miſtreſs before. - 

Hyl. This is nothing, Philopolis,but 
the exaltedneſs of Cxphophrox's phan- 
cy and expreſlionz a Poeticall Peri- 
phraſis of my Flagel/ct, which in dif- 
paragement before he called ahiſtle. 
Philop. 
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Philop. But your imagination has 
been more then even with him, if he 


interpret you aright. Let me in- 


treat you of all love, Hylobares, to 
fuppteſs fuch light and Judicrous 
Phancies in fo ſerious a Meeting. 
Hyl. I ſhall endeavour to obſerve 
our commands for the future ; O 
Philopolis, but I ſuſpe&t there 1s fme 
ſtrange reek or efflux of Atomes or 
Particles: 

( Cuph. of Particles, by all means, 
Hylobares, for that term 1s more Car- 
tefian.) Rn. 

Hyl. Which fume out of Cupho- 
phron's body, and infect the air with 
mirth, though all be not alike ſubject 
to the Contagion. But for my ſelf, I 
muſt profeſs, that merely by being in 


' Cuphophron's preſence I find my {elf 


extremely prone to Mirth, even to 
Ridiculouſneſs. 


Philop. As young men became diſ- | 


oled to Vertue and Wiſedome mere-. 
y by being in the company of $6- 


crates, though heſaid nothing unto 


them. 
Cuph. 
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Cuph. AndI mult alſo profeſs that 
Hylobares 1s not much behinde-hand 
with me. ForlT can never meet him, 
but it makes me merry about the 
mouth, and my heart is inwardly 
_ tickled with a ſecret joy. Which, 
for the credit of Des-Cartes's Philoſo- 
phy, Þ eafily acknowledge may be 
from the mutuall recourſe and mix- 
ture of our exhaled Atomes, or ra- 
ther Particles, as Carteſins more judi- 
ciouſly calls them : for theſe Particles 
are not indivifible. Some alſo are 
ready to quarrel one another at the 
firſt meeting, as well as Hylobares and 
I to be merry : and you know ſome 
Chymicall Liquours , though quiet 
and cool ſeparate, yet mingled to- 
gether will bein ſuch a ragefull- Fer- 
mentation, that the. Glaſs will grow 
hot to the very touch of our Fin- 
_gers. 

Eniſt. This is learnedly deſcanted 
on by Cuphophron : but, by the favous 
of ſogreat a Philoſopher, I ſhould 
rather reſolve the Probleme into 


ſome Reaſon analogous to that of 
Aa thoſe 
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thoſe Seeds which Solirus ſays the 
Thracians at their Feaſts caſt into the 
fire, the fume whereof ſo exhilarated 
their ſpirits, that they were no leſs 
merry then if they had drank libe- 
rally of the ſtrongeſt Wines. 

Hyl. Pomponinus Mela alſo relates 
the ſame of them. But nothing,me- 
thinks, illuſtrates the nature of this. 
Phenomenon better then that Experi- 
ment of a certain Ptarmicon, (Seed 
or Powder, I do not well remem- 
ber) which caſt ſecretly into the fire 
will unexpectedly ſet the company a- 
ſneezing. Such I conceive to be the 
hidden Eflavia of Cuphophron's Com- 
plexion, which thus tuddenly excites 
theſe ridiculous Flaſhes of my ungo- 
vernable Phancy, to the juſt ſcandal 
of the more grave and ſober : Which 
Extravagance I muſt confeſs is ſo 
much the more unpardonable to my 
ſelf, by how much my own minde has 
been ſince our laſt Meeting more 
heavy-laden with the moſt T ragical| 
Scenes that are exhibited on this ter- 
reſtriall Globe 3 which endeavour to 
bear 
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bear againſt all thoſe ponderous Rea- 3 
ſons, thoſe dexterous Solutions and 
ſolid InſtruQions which Philothens ye- 
ſterday ſo skilfully produced in the 
behalf of Providence. 
Philop. Why , what remains of 
Difficulty, Hylobares, either touching 
the” Natural or Moral Evils in the 
World? ; 
*Hyl. Touching the Natwral Evils, WT. 
Philopolis, 1 reſt (till pretty well ſa- 7 
tisfy'd; and in that general way that in Diſ. | 
Philothens anſwered touching Moral hr peryy 
Evils, his Solutions ſeemed to my routing 
Reaſon firm enough : but when in 7roviarnce, * 
ſolitude I recounted with my ſelf pov — 
more particularly the enormous De- of. q 
formittes and Defeds that every- 
where are conſpicuous in the Natt- 
ons of the Earth, my Phancy was 
ſoan born down into a diffidence and 
ſuſpicion, that there 1s no ſuch accu- 
rate Providence (as Philothens con- 
tends for) which does ſuperintend 
the affairs of Mankinde. 
Bath. That is to ſay, Hylobares,Aft- 
ter that more then ordinary Chear- 
: As 3 wane 


b- 
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fulneſs raiſed in your yo by you 
t 


re-acquaintance with thoſe many an 
moſt noble Truths that Phzlotheas re- 
covered into your mind, (by his wiſe 
diſcourſe) at which the Soul of man, 
at her firſt meeting with them again, 
is as much tranſported, as when two 
ancient friends unexpectedly meet 
one another in a ſtrange Countrey, as 
Tamblichus ſomewhere has noted, I 
ſay, after this more then uſual tranſ- 
port of Joy, your ſpirits did after- 
ward as much fink and flag, and fo 
Melancholy impoſed upon your Phan- 
cy. But there is no fear, things having 
ales ſo well hitherto, but Philo- 
thews will revive you, and difſlipate 
theſe Clouds that ſeem ſo dark and 
diſmall to your Melancholized Ima- 
gination. 

Hyl. I believe you will more con- 
fidemly conclude it Melancholy, Ba- 
thynows, when you have heard what 
an affrightfull puzzle one thing then 
{ſeemed to me. 

Bath. I pray you, Hylobares, pro- 
round it to Philothens. 

Hyl. 
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Hyl. Well, I ſhall, Bathynows, and _ 
it is briefly this; How ſqualid and Pauiy of: 
forlorn the World ſeemed to me 7'iloſe- 
by reaſon there are fo very few Phz- Piſhto I X 
loſophers in it. For the reſt of Man- vin Provis 
kinde ſeemed to me little to differ ©** 
from Baboons or Beafts. 

Cuph. O Hylobares , how dearly 
could I hug thee for this meditation ! 
This 1s a Conſideration framed after 
the Sentiments of my own heart. It 
is a thing I have often in ſecret bewail- 
edthe World for even with #ears, I 
mean, for the paucity of Philoſophers; 
and then moſt of all, that amongſt 
theſe few there ſhould be ſo very 
few pure and thorough-paced Carte- 
ſians. Theſe ſerious thoughts in pri- 
vate have afflicted my heart very 
ſore. 

_ Philoth. I pray you, Cuphophron, be 
of good comfort, and you, Hyloba- 
res, let not this Scene ſeem ſo T ra- 
call toyou. Foritis a great que- 
tion, Whether the Phzloſophers be not 
more ridiculous, then they, that are ; 
accounted wore, deplorable or contem- _ 
Aa 3 ptible. | 
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ptible.. Beſides, why is this to be 


C upon Providence, that there 


areſafew2? The Book of Nature lies 
open toall, and the generality of men 
have wit for obſeryatian : But it 1s 
their own fault, that they had rather 

leaſe their Sexſes then exerciſe and 
Improve their Keaſoz. But admit that 


few are born to Philoſophy, yet all in 
a manner are barn to far better mat- 


ters : that is to ſay, It is inthe power 
of every man to be Religious, Juſt, 
and Yertuous,and to enjoy the whole- 
ſome Pleaſures of the Animal life in 


a pious and rational way. Where 


fore there being ſo ſhort a cut eve- 
ry-where to Prudence and Religion, 


if a man be ſincere and faithfull,) I. 


{ee not how any one 15 excluded from 
the moſr ſubſtantial Happineſs hu- 


mane Nature is capable of. But for. 


other Knowledge, if it were every 
man's, 1t were {carce the enjoyment 
of any man. But the confident Ip- 
norance of the xnde and the unex- 
pected Paradoxicalneſs of the skilfull 
vo fitly furniſh out the Stage of 
things, 
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things, and make more for the ſport 
and pleaſure of life, and enhance the 
price and compenſate the labour of 
finding out or apprehending the more 
abſtruſe Theories in Philoſophy. 
But this peculiar Philoſopbical/ Hap- 
pineſs is but a very ſmall acceſſion to 
that Moral Happineſs which 1s com- 
mon to all men, if they be not wan- 
| ting to themſelves; as, To be loyal to 
a man's Prince, To be trueto his Reli- 
gion ſo far asit is true, To deal faith- 
fully with all men, To be kinde to his 
Neighbors, To relieve the oppreſſed, To be 
an hearty lover of God and of the whole 
Creation. A man thus afte&ted, and 
armed with ſo much Prudence as not 
| todeny or aflert any thing beyond 
his clear comprehenſion and skill in 
ſpeculative matters, but to admire 
and adore the ineffable Wiſedome of 
his Creatour, this man, I ſay,is a more 
complete, perfect and unexceptiona- 
ble perſon , and more ſolidly happy, 
then any Philoſophers I know that 
have left their Writings to the World 
as a laſting Teſtimony of their Wit, . 
Aa 4 _ Des- 
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Des-Cartes himſelf not excepted; 
whoſe groſs Extravagancies ( ſuch 
as making Brutes mere Alachina's, 
the making every Extenſion really 
the. ſame with Matter , his averring 
all the Phenomena of the World to 
ariſe from mere Mechanicall cauſes) 
will be more {tared upon and hooted 
at by impartial Poſterity , then any 
other pieces of wit he may have light 
on can he admired or applauded : 
Which hazard thoſe that adhere one- 
ly to Vertze and true Piety are alwates 
ſecure from. | 

Hyl. What think you of this, Ci- 
phophron £ 

Cuph. With Philotheas his leave, [ 
think the Carteſian Philoſophy a very 
fine thing for all this. What think 
you, Hylobares © 

Hyl.I think Philothexs has ſpoken 10 
the main yery ſolidly and home to 
the purpole, and that the Prudent ver- 
tuous man 1s far a more noble and 
goodly ſpectacle then any Philoſophi- 
call Knight-erraut whatſoever. It he 
can blow away the reſt of thoſe ”__ 
and 
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and Clouds that fit upon my mind 
with like facility, I hope I ſhall be in 
an utter incapacity of raiſing the leaſt 
doubt concerning Providence for the 
future. 

Philop. Try what Philotheus can 
doe, Hylobares. Propound to him the 
reſt of your Difficulties. 


Hyl. The reſt of my Ditfculties , 


O Philothens, ariſe from the view of 
the Manners and Religions of the 
barbarous Nations, ſuch as they are 
deſcribed in Hiſtory , and which 1n- 
deed are ſuch, fo ſordid and ridicu- 
lous , ſo horrid and enormous, that 
they would even fore a man's Phan- 


cy into a diſtruſt that in thoſe Nations 


Divine Providence has quite forſa- 
ken the Earth. For if ſhe caſt her 
eye upon them, why does ſhe not 
cither reform them, or confound them 
and deſtroy them ? | 
Philoth. That the face of things, 
in ſome parts of the barbarous Natt- 
ons eſpecially, looks very durtily and 
diſmally, I cannot but acknowledge : 
but the Cauſes being found out, Ad- 
miration 
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miration ought ta'ceafſe. For that 
Mankinde is in a lapſed condition it 
cannot be denied, nor that a great 
part of the viſible Powers are ſunk 
into the Animal life with them. Now 
that which is the moſt high and pow- 
erfull in the Animal life will not let 
its hold goe ſo long as it can hang on. 
Whence the moſt AGive Spirits in this 
Region get the Dominion over the 
more Paſſive, and the Kingdome of 
the Prince of the Air has proved ve- 
Iy large over the Nations of the 
Earth, they being ſo deeply lapſed 
and immerſed into the Animal Na- 
ture. Wherefore we cannot expect 
but that both the Azlers and the ruled 
having fallen from the holy Light and 
the Divine benignity of the /Ethere- 
all nature, that the effe&ts of that 
Government and the garb of their 
Manners ſhould be cruel, ſqualid, de- 
formed and ridiculous; a judicious 
ſenſe of true Pulchritude and Decen- 
cy not being able to refide in ſo dark 
and diſtempered Complexions, and 
their envious Guardians caring more 

to 
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to tyrannize over them and to make 


ſport with them, then to ſpare them 


or to be true Grides to them in any 
thing. All therefore that can be 
done 1s, to mitigate as well as we 
can the ſad horrour and mad aſpect 
of this ſtrange T heatre, which ſtrikes 
the Phaxcy loſtrongly and to harſhly. 
For the wound, by your own propo- 
ſall of the Difficulty, Hylobares, I per- 
ceive reaches no farther then the 
Phancy 3 Which 1s an intimation the 
better parts of your Minde ſtand 
ſound. And there is another pal- 
ſage I noted, which I ſhall make uſe 
of for the cure of your Pharcy allo, 
viz. That this 4423s Face of things 
is onely in thoſe barbarows Nations : 
wherein there js imply'd a tacit con- 
ceſſion that the civilized parts of the 
World are at leaſt paſſable. 

Hyl. I muſt confeſs it ſeems to 
import ſo much. 

Philoth. And the Chriſlian World 
molt of all. 

Hyl. One would think ſo, Philo- 


thews. | 
Philoth. 
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Philoth. Wherefore to fatisfie your 
Reaſon and quiet your Phancy, if any 
of us ſhall ſhew that either there 1 
no great hurt in ſuch Cuſtoms of the 
barbarous Nations that ſeem ſtrange 
and uncouth to us, or that we on 
ſelves have ſomething anelogons to 
them, much of this ſurprizing hor- 
_ and aſtoniſhment will be taken 
of. 

Hyl. I hope ſo. 

Philoth. In the mean time it 1s wor: 
thy the noting in general, T hat there 
being this Lapſe in mankinde, it is 
far better that their Obliquities and 
Deformities in Manners and Religion 
be very much varied, then that they 
ſhould be every-where one and the 
ſame. For that would make Trar/-o 
greſſuon look more like a dxe and ſer t) 
thd Law of Life awd firm Reaſon : But 
now the freeneſs of the internal ſpirit 
of man, that is ſo active, and refle- 
Ctive, having broken the Animal Lite 
into ſuch varieties of Fooleries and 
Vanities, whether National, Provin- 
J clal or Perſonal, we become a mutu- 
BE al 
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Mal Theatre one to another, and are in 
better capacity of cenſuring what is 
vil in our ſelves by reflefting upon 
Mothers ; the Deformities we eſpic in 
others being nothing elſe but a repre- 
enſive Parable touching our bens 
or the whole Maſs of mankinde is 
ke a company fallen aſleep by the 
Fire-fide, whom ſome unlucky Wag 
has ſmutted with his ſooty and greazy 
fingers, and when they awake, every 
one laughs at the falſe Beards and an- 
tick ſtrokes in other mens Faces, not 
at all thinking of his own. But aſfſu- 
redly it is a very eafie intimation to. 
him to reflect upon himſelf, and to 
look into the Glaſs whether he be not 
ſmutted alſo. Wherefore ſeeing there 
muſt be Faults in the world , me- 
thinks it Is more agreeable to Reaſon 
and Providence, that there be a Va- 
riation of them, though the ſtrange- 
neſs thereof ſurpriſes us, then that the 
Jar ſhould be alwaies on the ſame 
String 3 that Folly and Wickedneſs 
may not ſeem familiar to us in every 
place we meet with it , but that we 
may 
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may be aſtartled at the new and unex- 
pected guizes thereof in others, and 
thereby take occaſion to examine if 
we haye nothing akin to it in our 
ſelves. This may be ſaid in general, 
Hylobares , but to particulars no an- 
{wer can be returned, till you pro- 
und them. 
I. ThetI ſhall doe as they e@ccur 
of 15-5" to my mind 3 but I guſt implore the 
ſtene of g+ aid of Fuiſtor where I am at alofs. 
ing naxed. The firſt brutiſh and barbarous 
Cuſtome that occurrs 1s the going 
ſtark naked, as ſome Nations do, it 
my memory fail me not. 
Exiſt. The Inhabitants of the Weſi- i 
Indies did fo, as Americus Veſputin: 
reports. And Paxlns Yenetus relates 
the ſame of the Abraiamir in the 
Kingdome of Lae. Again, in the 
Ieſt-Indies particularly the Maids of 
Veneſnel/a are (aid togoe as naked as 
they were born. 
Phzloth. T do not deny but that 
ſome Nations may goe ſtark naked, 
as 20 res there may be many 
with little or no Covering on —_ , 
” -mhe 
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the parts of Modeſty excepted: but 
as to theſe latter, that this is any ſuch 
Flaw in Providence,l underſtand not. 
For the Clemency of the Clime under 
which theſe people live, the goodly 
Structure of their Bodies, the true 
Shape and Symmetry of Parts, their 
prodigious Agility, Strength, and 
Nimbleneſs in Running, Swimming 
and Dancing, their freedom from 


care of providing, and the trouble of 
putting on and putting off their Gar- 


ments, their long Lives, unwrinkled 


Skins , eaſte Child-birth , virgin-like 
Breaſts, and unſophiſticated Venery, 
| the impoſture and gullery of fine 
Clothes, (like pernicious Sauce) ne- 
ver begetting 1n them a falſe appe- 
tite, nor adminiſtring occaſion of 
Laſcivious phancies; I ſay, thele are 
ſo confiderable Concomitants of the 
Nakedneſs of theſe people, ( which 
Hiſtorians joyntly take notice of ) 
that it may not onely apologize for 
this ſeeming Barbarity, but putus to 
a ſtand whether they be not either 
more rational or more REED 

this 
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this Point then the Civilized Nati- 
ons, I am ſure, ſome Sedcts of the 
Civilized World look upon it as a 
piece of Perfection to imitate them, 
if not to out-dge them, as the Ada- 
mites and ach like: And thoſe two 
ſeverer Sects of Philoſophers, the 
Stoicks and Cymnicks, will abett. 
them init, who contend there 1s no 
Turpitude in any thing but Sin; 
from which they willingly acquit 
the works of God and Nature. That 
more general ſhame in mankinde , of 
having their more uncomely parts ſeen, 
is undoubtedly an indication by God fi. 
and Nature, that we are born to higher 
and more excellent things then theſe 
_— pleaſures. But to be aſhamed I * 
to be naked, and yet not to forbear 
thoſe Sins that this Shame was inten- 
ded a Barto, ſuch as Whoredome, 
Adultery and Sodomie, 1s to turn 
cheir Clothing into Cloaks of Hypo- 
crilie, and to be but Apes and Satyrs 
{till in green Coats. This is a taſt of 
what may be ſaid touching ſuch un- 
couth Spectacles. But it would be 
C010, 
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too laborious a task for me, Hyloba- 
res, to anſwer every particular you 
may nine 116 I had rather employ 
my thoughts, while you are propo- 
ſing them to others, in finding out 
ſome ſummary Anſwer to all, upon a 
fuller view of your Allegations , or 
Exiſtor's Relations. 
Philop. Philothews makes but a rea- 
ſonable motion, Hylobares. Give him 
ſome reſpite, and propound your 
Particulars in common to all, or a- 
ny that are ready to anſwer. 
Cuph. A very good motion, Phils- 
polzs. 


]. The next then, Cuphophror , - vi. 


H 
hal be touching the ridiculous Ador- Of the i= 


: ; : aiculous 
ings or Deckings of the Barbarians. Dcckings 


The embroidering of their Skins with #14 Adsr- 


Flowers, Stars, Birds, and ſuch like 


leaſant Figures, this indeed has as rians. 


ittle hurt init as that kind of work 
in Womens Petticoats. But the pain- 
ting of their Skins with Serpents and 
ugly Beaſts, as the Virginians are {aid 
todoe, how vilely muſt that needs 


loak ? 
B b E uph. 
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Cuph. That's a ſlight buſineſs, Hy- 
lobares, if you eonfider the defign, 
which ſuppoſe is to make them laok 
more terrible of afpett ; a thing that 
ſeems to be affeted in the Civilized 
parts of the World, many Fanulies 
bearing Coats of Arms wherein are 
ſeen as venemous and poiſonous 
Monſters. Net to adde how: gene- | 
ral an Humour it js amonglt men, 
to delire Power more then Goodneſs, 
and to be feared rather then to be 
loved. 

Ewiſt. But what ſay you, Cupho- 
phron, to the Gentry of Calecut, who 
{ſtretch their Eares as low as their 

Shoulders, that they may be large e- 
nough to be laden. with variety of 
rich Jewells? 

Cuph. I ſay it is not ſo unhandſome, 
It may be, Exiſtor, as unſafe, unleſs 
they be well guarded. It is a fair in- 
vitation to have them effeCually pul- 
led by the Eares, to the hazard of 
their Eares and Jewells at once. 

Exiſt, InceedT think ſo too,Crphe- 
phron, But what ſhall we think of the 
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Tartars and Maldives cutting off all 
their Hair of the upper Lip ? 

Cuph. Why, Exiftor, I think itan 
excellent way for the more cleanly 
drinking , and ſupping of their Po- 
tage. 

En;ſ.But 1sit not very ridiculous in 
theYirginians,to cut away halt oftheir 
{ upper and lower Beards, and leave 
the other half behind ? 

Cuph. It is not, I muſt confeſs, ſo 
fghtly. But who knows but that 
there may be ſome uſtfulneſs of it, 
as in the Amazons cutting off their 
right Breaſts, the better to draw their 
Bow and Arrow? It may be. alſo, 
when they take Tobaceo , they fa- 
ver on the ſhorn ſide 'of their Chin. 

Exiſt. But O the beauty of black 


Teeth, the affe&ted Ornament of 


the Inhabitants of Yeneſuella ! 


Cuph. And ſoit may be, for ought. 


we know, as lovely as black Hair 
and black Eyes and Eye-brows: a 
black Sett of Teeth would fit excel- 
lently well with theſe. For my part, 
I know not whether Jet or Ivory 
| Bb 2 looks 
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looks more pleaſantly ; either , me- 
thinks, Jooks more handſomely thert 
a row of Teeth as yellow as Box, | 
which 'is the more ordinary hue of 
our Exropeans.. © 

Exiſt. But the Laws of Midtion a- 
monglt thoſe of the Weſt-Trdves is a 
pitch of Slovenlineſs beyond all Cyi- 
ciſm, the men and women not ſtick- | 


ing ta let fly therr Urine even while 


they are converſing with you. 
Cuph. That ts very conſequential- 


ly done, Exiſtor,to that ſimple Shame- 


leſneſs of being ſtark naked. For it 
is thofe Parts, rather then any Loath- 
{omenefs m the 1iquour that proceeds 
from them, { which is both wholec- 
ſome to be drunk in ſundry caſes, and 
many times pleaſant to the ſmell ) 
that require fecrecy in that Evacua- 
tion. Wherefore there ſeems more 
of or ml then Sottiſhneſs- in this 
Cuſtome, unleſs in the other Exone- Þ 


ration they uſe the like Carcleſneſs. 
Exiſt. Cautious beyond all meaſure. 
No Mailer hides his Bags of muck with 
more care and ſecrecy then they er 
| — deavour 
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deavour to unload themſelves of that 
Depoſitxm of Nature. ' They are very 
Eſjenes in this point of Cleanlineſs ,. 
O Cnphophron. - | 

Cuph. Why, this makes amends for 
the former : I thought they would 
calily ſmell out*the difference. 

Hyl. Methinks, Exiſtor, you ask a 
little out of order. The preſent 
Theme is the Deckings of the barba- 
rous Nations. But you ſee Cuphophron 

15 excellently well appointed for all, 

_ Cuph. An wniverſalized \pirit, a 
Soul throughly reconciled to the Oe- 
conomie of the World, will not be 
at a loſs for an Apology. for any,Phe- 
ROMENOn. 

Exiſt, There are far harder then 
theſe to come, O Cuphophron. But I 
will onely give one ſtep back tou- 
ching Ornaments. Is not that Brave- 
ry which Americus Veſputins records 
in his Voiage to the New-found- 
world very gbaſtly and tragicall? 
For he ſaics ſundry of thoſe Nations 
had quite ſpoiled their Viſages, by 

baring of many great Holes in their 
| Bb 3 Cheeks, 
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Cheeks, intheir Chaps, in their No- 
fes, Lips and Ears3 and that he ob- 
ſerved one man that had no lefs then 
ſeven Holes in his Face, ſo big as 
would receive a Damask prune. In 
theſe they put blew Stone, Cryſtall, 
Ivory, or ſuch like Ornaments. 
Which I the eaſilier believe to be 
true, having ſpoke with thoſe m 
ſelf that have ſeen Americans wit 
pieces of carved Woad ſtuck in their 
Checks. 

Sopbr. __—_— ſcratches his 
head as if he were ſomething at a 
loſs. Inthe mean time, Eniſtor, take 
this all Caphophron has excogitated 
ſomething better. T hat which 1s rare 
(weknow) is with all Nations pre- 
cious, and what is precious they 
love to approprate and transferr 
upon themſelves as near as they can : 
whence rich men eat many times not 
what is wholeſomeſt, but the hardeſt 
to be got. So if there be any thing 
more coſtly then another, they will 
hang it on their Bodies, though they 
cannot put it into their Bellies , ſuch 

| as 
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as their Ear-rings and Jewells. But 
theſe Barbariars ſeem to exceed them 
in the curiolitie of their application 
of theſe Preciofities, they fully im- 
planting them into their very Fleſh, 
as if they were part of their natural 
Body. 

Hyl. Well, Sophron ; but how rude 
and ſottiſh are they in the mean time, 

that they thus cruelly wound their 
| poor Carcaſes to ſatisfie the folly of 
their Pride and Phancy ? 

Sophr. But the boring of the Face 
and the ſlaſhing of the Skin I believe 
will prove tttore tolerable, then the 
cutting and pietcing of the Heart 
with Care and Anxiety, which the 
Pride of more civilized places cauſes 
in men of high Spirits and low For- 
tunes. Befides, Hylobares, it may be 
our —_— to think they under- 
zoe ſo much Pain in the proſecution 
of ,theſe phantaſtick humours. For 
theſe Holes and Slaſhes may be made 
in their Bodies when they are young, 
like Incifions on the Bark of a tree or 
2 young Pumpion, that grow in big- 

Bb 4 nels 
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neſs with the growth of theſe Plants. 
And how ſafely and inoffenfively 
ſuch things may be practiſed on young 
Children,the wringing off the Tails of 
Puppets, and Circumciſion of Infants 
uſed by ſo many Nations, are ſuffici- 
ent examples. 

Cuph. I thank you for this, S0- 


. phron ;, (ome ſuch thing I was offering 


VII. 

- Tt Law- 
| leſneſs of 
| the Barba- 
 riins aad 
tbetr groſs 


| Extrava- 


gancies 
roxching 
| Wedlock 
| apologized 
| for by Cu- 
 phophron, 


 Aduwgcatee 


— geicrtl for 
ALS, 


at, but you have prevented me. Pro- 


ceed, Eniſtor or Hylobares , whether 
of you will. 

Hyl. I prithee, Enuiffor, puzzle Cu- 
phophron, if you can, touching the Po- 
litical Government of the Barbarians. 

Eniſt. Does not that ſeem marvel- 
lous brutiſh, O Cuphophron , that 1n 
ſome places they had no Govern- 
ment at all, as in Cuba and New Spaiv, 
whoſe Inhabitants went naked , ac- 
knowledged no Lord, but lived in 
common Liberty , as Coſmographers 
witneſs ? . 

Cxph. Is that ſo unreaſonable or 


| brutiſh, O Exiftor, that thoſe that are 


not burthened with the incumbrance 


of Riches ſhould meglc& the uſe of. 


Laws; 


I I ESD aa GG - . WW 8 oa oo aan ic wo & 


Divine Dialogues. 


Laws; the chiefeſt Controverſics 
among(t men ariſing concerning Ho- 
nours and Wealth, thoſe two great 
incitements to Injuſtice 2 Wherefore 
thoſe Barbarians ſeem fo far from a- 
ny Degeneracy in this, that they ra- 
ther reſemble the Primevall Simplici- 
ty of the Golder Age, where there 


was neither Judge nor Gaoler , but 


common Liberty prevented all occa- 
fions of Injury. Here Adultery was 
found impoſſible, there being onely 
difference of Sexes, no diſtinction of 
| the married and unmarried ſtate, or 
appropriation of any fingle Female 
to one ſolitary Man. hich ſome 
eminent Sages of Greece (to omit the 
ſuffrage of ſome of the more ſpiritu- 
ally-pretending SeCaries of this pre- 
ſent Age) have look'd upon as a ſpe- 
cial part of the moſt perfect platform 
of a Commonwealth their wiſedom 
could excogitate. Aſſuredly the pow- 
er of Nature is ſo wire-drawn 
through ſo many ceremonious Cir- 
cumſtances, of Parentage, of Porti- 
on, of Alliances, and then ſo fette- 


red 
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red and confined by the religious tie 


of Marriage, whether the parties can 
well hit it orno, that her vigour is 
very much broken, the Generations 
of men weakned, and their days 
ſhortened, in moſt parts of the Civi- 
lized World : whenas thoſe Tenants 
in conimon you ſpeak of ſeldome are 
ſick, and ordinarily live to an hun- 
dred and fifty years, as I have read 
in Hiſtorians. So that the confine- 
ments of the Law of Marriage ſeem 
inſtituted for the good of the Sonl ra- 
ther then the health aud ſtrength of 
the Body. But outward Laws not 
reaching adulterous Aﬀections , the 
Hypocriſie of the Civilized Nations 
has made them too often forfeit the 
ſincere good of both Grate and Na- 
ture at Once. 

Sophr, This is ſmartly, but madly 
and furprizingly , oken > Cupho- 
phron, and more like a Paet or Phi- 
lofopher then like a Chriſtian. 

Cuph. This 1s nothing againſt the 
Sendity of the Laws of Chriſtianity, 
which undoubtedly are infinitely a- 

bove 
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 boye not onely the Lawleſweſ; , but 
the beſt Laws of other Nations. But 
foraſmuch as I finde my ſelf as it were 
Advorate-general of the Paynims , I 
muſt plead their Cauſe, and make 
their Caſe look as tolerable as I can. 
Bath. Which you do, Cxphophron, 
over-Lawyer-like , ſupporting your 
Clients without any regard to the 
Truth, while you impute the Health 
and Longevity of theſe Barberians 
to their promiſcuous Venerie , ra- 
ther then to their ranging abroad in \ 
the open Air, to their Faſtings and 
Huntings, and other Hardſhips of 

life. But I have interrupted Exiſtor. 

Evift, I pray you then, Mr. Ad- 
vocate , What ſay you to that Cu- 
{tome of the Weſt-Indias, who of- 
fer their Wives or Daughters to a 
Stranger in token of Friendſhip and 
Hoſpitality 2 Of the Bridegroom his 
not lying with his own Bride the firſt 
night, but ſome other of the like qua- 
lity 2 Of the King of Cakcnt, in the 
Eaſi-Indies , his not lying with the 
Queen the firſt night, but one of the 
Prieſts, 
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Prieſts, who has five hundred Crown 
for his Pains, as you may reade in the 
Voiage of Ludovices Patritivs? What 
to the Cuſtome of the Province f 
Camul belonging to the Great Cham, 
where the Maſter ofy the houſe, in an 
high ſtrain of Hoſpitality, commits his 
Wife and his whole Familie to the 
Stranger, to uſe his Wife and all he 
has with the ſame liberty himſell 
doth 3 and that his Enjoyment may 
be entire , quits his houſe for the 
time, that the Stranger may ſeem to 


| have no Corrival ? as Paxlas Vent 


tus relates. 
Cuph. This 1s marvellous pretty, 


_ Ewiſtor. ButI conceive the Cuſtome 


comes from hence, in-that they take 


Marriage to be no part of Aeligion, 


but of Natzre, and look upon thei: 


Wives merely as the beſt Chatte 


they have, and therefore in an higt 
ſtrain of Friendſhip offer them to be 


enjoy'd by their Friends. In which 
kind Simplicity the Cammlites ſeem t 
exceed all the reſt. 
Exiſt. Bue what think you of the 

- Prieſt 
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"WPricſt of Calecut, Cuphophron & 
= Cxp4. I think that his lying with 
the Queen the firlt night pretends to 


Womb to future Fertility ; and that 
his five hundred Crowns are a re- 
ward of this religious performance. 
Exiſt. But it is a ſtrange at of Re- 
ligion , to lie with another man's 
Wife. | 
Cuph. The direction of the Inten- 
tion, Exiſtor, is all in all. The Prieſt 
doesnot intend to commit Adultery, 
but to conſecrate the Womb. But 
what blemiſh is this in Providence , 
that Paynim-Prieſts are as crafty as 
ſome of the Chriſtian, who upon Spi- 
ritual Pretences too often promote 
an Intereſt of the World and the 
Fleſh, as theſe Calecut-Prieſts ſeem 
| to doe, they both reaping the plea- 
ſure of lying with the Queen, and 
ſtrengthening the Intereſt of the 
Prieſthood by mingling the Sacerdotal 
with the Royal ſeed, the firſt-born of 
the Queen being inall likelihood as 
much the Son of a Prieſt as Heir to 
the Crown ? Philop. 
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Philop, I thought Cxphophron had 
not been ſonimble a Politician. K 

Hyl. His zeal, Philopolis, for the ® 
Peynims makes him more then ordi- If 7 
narily quick-witted. ] 

Exiſt. But what excuſe will his || \ 
wit finde out for the other exceſs in ſl © 
Matrimony, that, I mean, of the Tar- 
ters, who think Marriage ſo holy, lt © 
that they believe their God Natagai lt : 
to have Wite andChildren,and there- 
fore if their Sons or Daughters die 
before age, yet they celebrate a Mar- 
riage betwixt parties thus deceaſed, 
that they may be Man and Wite in 
the other World ? 

Cuph. That they make Marriage 
ſo Sacramental a thing, need not ſeem 
ſtrange to us. But that they conceit 
God to have Wife and Children, 1s 
more extravagant, and yet not much 
more then that opinion of the Ax- 
thropomorphites, who phanſie God in 
_ the form of a Man. hich Conceit 

certain Manks of Zgypt were ſo mad 
upon, that they forced the Biſhop of 
Alexandria to ſubſcribe it for fear of 
his life. Evift. 
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will puzzle Cxphophron's invention : 
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Exift. 1 perceive no ſmall matters 
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Of the w- 
YEURONpt- 
and therefore though the ywanypa- Typarcs, 


r2urc, and the men of Arcladam that 14 ems 2 


of Arcla= 


lie fourty days in Childbed for their dm tha: 


Wives, preſent themſelves to my 
mma yet I will paſs them over. 
Cuph. That's a very odd thing of 
the men of Arcladam, Eniſtor : I pray 
you, what 16 It ? 
| Emniſt, When the Woman is deli- 
vered, ſhe gets out of the Bed as ſoon 
as ſhe can, and follows the buſineſſes 
of the houſe 3 but the Man lies in for 
ſo many days, and does all the offi- 
ces of a Mother to the Infant, ſaving 


the giving it ſuck: and the Neigh- - 


bours come a-goſliping to the Man 
lying thus in bed, as in other Coun- 
treys they do to the Woman. And 
they of Arcladam give this reaſon for 
this Cuſtome, becauſe :tthe Mother 
had a ſufficient ſhare of trouble 1n 
bearing the Child and bringing him 


forth, andthat therefore 'tis fit that the 


Man ſhould eaſe her now, and take 
oft part of the care to himſclf, as Pax- 
Ins Venetus reports. Cuph. 


lie inChilde ; 


De Region, |} 
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Caph. If the Men of the Comms 


| had had Milk in their Breaſts, whic 


fſeverall men have had, accordin : 
the teſtimony of many credible 


_ ters, Philoſophers , Phyſicians , _ 


Anatomiſts, the Cuſtome had been 
more plauſible, But ſuch as it is, it 
has its reaſon, as you ſee, and it was 
not a pure piece of Sottiſhneſs that 
carried them unto it. And for the 
320aroxed]e dar, in that the Women 
rule them, it is a ſign that it is fit 
they ſhould. For it is in virtue of 
ek Strength, Wit, or Beauty 3 and 
you know the lambick , 
TIcwmv 3 6IF+ d'Etov ETA 

They choſe their Kings of old from 
the hos of their form, as Lacretim 
notes, And why do men rule the 
women, but upon account of more 
Strength or more Wiſedome? But 
where the women rule the men, it 1s 


a fign they have more Strength or 


Wit, and therefore have a right to 
rule them. And indeed where do 
they not rule them? infomuch that 
the whole World in a manner are of 


the 
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the 1waxezJ;uru, So that this is no 
peculiar Diſorder amongſt the Bar- 
barians , ſuch as Aela and Diodorws 
Siculws mention. | 
Hyl. The Women are much be- 
holden to you, Czphophron, for your 
ſo kinde and caretull Patronage of. 
them. | 
Cuph. I am of alarge ſpirit, Hyls- | 
bares; Ilove to be civil to all Secs, s 
Sexes, and Perſons. | 
Hyl. Cuphophron (wallows all down IX. 
very glibly. But, as I remember, ow doh 
there are ſome direfull Stories of the cry to their * 
Pagans cruelty to their Enemies, and 1,471 | 
inhumane Humanity to their Friends, mane Hu- 
that, methinks, ſhould a little turn his Tanicy *? 
Stomack, Exiſtor. ” Mens | 
Exiſt, There are very ſavage Cu- ” 
ſtomes recorded in Powponins Mela 
touching the Eſedoxes, Axtace and 
Geloni, The laſt clothe themſelves 
and their Horſes with the Skins of 
their ſlain Enemies 3 witK that part 
of the Skin that covers the Head 
they make a Cap for themſelves, 
' With the reſt they clothe their Hor- 
Cc les, 
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ſts. 'The F/erdorres celebrate the Fu- 
nerals of their Parents with great 
Feafting and Joy, eating their Fleſh 
minced and mingled with Mutton 5 
(which is the manner of their Buriall 
of them_) but tipping ther Sculls 
with Gold they make Drinking-cups 
of them : as the Axiace quafte in the 
Heads of their {lain Enemies, as well 
as drink their bloud in the field. In 
Caſtella del Oro the Inhabitants alſo 
eat their own dead. But in the Ifland 
Java , 4S Ludovicns Patritins reports, 
the Children do not, like the E/ſedo- 
wes, eat their Parents, but when they 
arc old and uſeleſs, fell them to the 
Anthropophaygi, as the Parents do the 
Children, 1f deſperately 2nd irreco- 
verably ſ1ck in the judgement of the 
Phylictan. For they hold it the no- 
bleſt kinde of Burial to be interred in 
the Belly of a man, and ' not to be 
eaten by Worms: To which if any 
expofe the Body of his dead Friend, 
they hold it a crime notto be expia- 
ted by any Sacrifice. The Laws al- 


ſo of the Sardoans and Berbjece,which 


lian 
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Alan relates, are yery, lavage 3 the 7. Hits * 
one commanding the Sons to knock **'* 
the Fathers o'th' head when they are 
come to Dotage, the other prohibi- 
ting any to live above ſeventy years. 

Hy]. Stop there, Exiſtor: let's hear 
what, excuſe the Advocate of the 
Paynims'can deviſe for theſe horrid 
Cuſtames. | 

Cuph. T raly, Hylobares, theſe things 
muſt ſeem very harſh to any civil per- 
ſon, eſpecially at the firft ſight. But 
yet there ſeems, if we make farther 
ſearch, to be ſomething commen- 
dable at the bottom of ſome of theſe. 
For the Parricide that is committed 
by theSardoexs and Berbicce ſeems to 
ariſe out of Compaflion to their Pa- 
rents, they not enduring to ſee ſo {ad 
a ſpectacle as helpleſs and weariſome 
Old age, a heavy Diſeaſe, and yet 
uncurable by any thing elſe but 
Death. And thoſe of Java,that ſell, 
either the Parents their ſick Chil- 
dren, orthe Children their aged Pa- 
rents, to the Carribals, it is both to 
eaſe them-of their pain, and procure 

Cc 2 them, 
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them, as they think, the moſt honou- 
rable Buriall. Andait is no ſmall coun- 
tenance to theſe barbarous Cuſtomes 
that S* Tho. Alore's Utopia allows pain- 
full and remedileſs Diſeaſes to be 
ſhortened by ſome eaſte way of 
death. Which ſeems to me another 
kinde of Midwifery, to facilitate the 
birth of the Soul into the other 
world, as Midwives do the en- 
trance of the Body into this Which 
may be the reaſon why the Eſſedones 
are fo jocund at the Funerals of their 
Friends, they looking upon it as their 
Birth-day into the other State. 
5 Eniſt. The Thracians do ſo indeed, 
Tilt kl. &* . . Es 
| ive mes a 1f WE will believe Pomponivs Mela, 
| Fuuras Whoadds, that their Wives -contend 
| 5 45:97 who ſhould be buried with their dead 
' Fi. Husbands. As alſo do the Indians. 
And Acoſta reports that the Kings of 
Perz and the Nobles of Mexico had 
thetr Wives,neareſt Friends and Ser- 
vants, killed at their Funerals,to bear 
them company into the other World. 
Cuph. T his is harſh, I muſt confeſs, 
Fuiſior > but, it may be, not ſo oy 
an 
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and unpolitick. For this Cuſtome 
might be; begun for the ſafegard of 
Husbands and Kings from being poi- 
ſoned by their Wives, neareſt Friends, 
and Seryants. | | 
Exiſt, But what a mad Solemnity 
was that of the Funeral: of the Great 
Chan of the Tartars, which Paulus Ve- 
vetus deſcribes, when his Body was 
carried to the Mountain Alchai 2 For De Region.” | 
they ſlew every one they met in the Pi» 1» 1 
way, horſe and man, ſaying theſe '”" — : 
words, Ite, &* Domino noſtro Regt 
ſervite in alteravita. It is thought no 
leſs then twenty thouſand men were 
{lain thus on this occaſion at the Fu- 
neral of the Great Cham Mongn. 
There ſeems not in this ſo much as 
any Plot or Policy, Cxphophron, but 
mere ſavage Barbarity. 
Cuph. It is very wild indeed, Em- 
iſtor : But the opinion of the Immor- 
tality of the Soul and perſonal di- 
ſtinCtneſs of the deceaſed in the other 
life is both ſober, religious, and Phi- 
loſophicall 3 and the Impreſlion of 
the belief thereof on the ſpirits of 
Cc3 the 


ms. 
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the People very "uſefull '8nd'Politi- 
call, for the making themwarlike 
and juſt; 'and this S6lemnity of 
more force to irtpreſs this belief, then 
all the ſubtil Ratiocinattons' bf the 
Phllotiahers 7 79 06 

Exiſt. But it'is ſo barbarouſly cruel, 
O Cuphophroy. ' FE 8 

Cuph. Who knows, Emiftor,” but 
moſt of theſe men were' Volun- 
tiers, and had a minde to ſerve the 
Great Cham m the other World? 
Otherwiſe they might haye kept out 
of the way. And the Ambition of 
Irving Princes ſends more to Orcns 
then this Superſtition about the dead 
Cham of the Tartars, and, methmks, 
in more uncouth Circumſtances. For 
he that dies in the ſervice of his li- 
ving Prince leaves him he ſerves, 
but he that dies in love to the decea- 
ſed Cham goes to the Prince he 
loves. 
Exift. Very elegantly anſwered, 
Cuphophron. 

Hyl. Cuphophron 1s \uch an Oedipm, 
that he will ſtick at the Solution of na 
Riddle. | Emiſt, 
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Exiſt.' But T1 havo che moretetuy  N. | 
bis skill to the purpoſe, an 4couſto} ;;;.._ 
mary 'Cruclty of the:peaple: of for rortbericg | 
raiam,luch asit is bard te fay whethgs ho "—0 
it be more:ridiculots; :orbarbarans.:. ther ver- 
Cuph. I prithee , Exiſtor , what'ig ***- 
it 2 11love to hear fuch Stories; 1 
ExSfi. The forenamed| Authour 
tells us that'the pepple 4n this Conn+ 
try , when a Traveller from forein 
Nations lodges with them, the man 
of the houſe, ifi/he perceive the 
Stranger to be oneiof an excellent 
carriage and vertuous bekaviour, pru- 3 
dent and' ſober in his words amd':a- ; 
. Ations,' and: very | eminent for his 
Goodneſs: and Honeſty', he will be 
(ure to get up at.midnight and: kill 
him, conceiting that thereby he ſhall 
for ever detain the Prudence, Vertue 
and Honeſty, nay the very Soul,:of 
this Traveler in his houſe, andthat 
he will be a perpetuall Lodger there: 
Bath. Surely Eniſtor plays the 
Wag with Cxphophror, and contrives 
a Story to poſe him. 
Exuift, Inthe word of a Gentleman, 
C4 Bathy- = 
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Bathynaws,l relate no more then what 


I read, and what any one eclſc may 


_ reade, in M.Paulus Venetxs his Hiſtory 


of the Oriental | Countreys , 1n his 


ſecond Book and the fortieth Cha- 


LET. | LE 313 
F Cuph. T could: eafily ſuſpedt| Hylo- 
bares of ſuch'a piece of: Waggery , 
but:I believe Exiftor will deal bord 
fide with me; and play no'tricks; 
and: therefore: I am glad Hylobares 
has committed this Province to him. 
But as for his Story of the Inhabi- 
tants of Caraiazr, I do not (ce that the 
Cauſe of the Paynims 15: much detri- 
mented thereby. -It ſhould ſeem theſe 


Pagans were as greedy after Yertue as 


the civilized Nations after Mony, who 
ordinarily murther the: Owner: to 
make themſelves maſters of it, They 
therefore were more 1gnorant, but 
we more wicked. But what farther 
Myſtery there may be 1n the matter 
no man knows. It may be they 1n- 
tended the deceaſed for ſome Lar fa- 


#iliaris, whole Soul they would pro: - 
pitiate by lame religious Cerero- 


nies 
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nies after they had treſpaſſed ſo far 
on his Body, which they had killed in 
honour and love 'to his Vertues, 
though with ſmall kindneſs to his 
Perſon. But whether it be more 
tolerable to murther men out of love 
to their Vertues, or out of hatred to 
them, Lleave, as a new Di{quiſition, 
to more ſubtil Caſ;ſts. I am ſure the 
"ps had no other cauſe then that to 
11 our Saviour, although they lived 
under the Inſtitutes of no leſs noble 
Law-giver then Moſes himſelf, and 
were then the choiceſt part .of / the 
Civilized World. 
Hyl. You do but play with Cpbo- 
phron. I pray you, Exiftor, try what 
guſto he hath for the Diet of the Can- 
nibals. | 
Exiſt. Had not you better reſume 
your Province, Hylpbares, and aflault 
him your ſelf? ED 
Hyl. It cannot be ina better hand 
| then yours, Eniſtor, who ſo particu- 
larly remember Stories. Beſides that 
Cuphophron is out of all jealouſte of 
being abuſed by you, which will _ 
IS 
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his Anſwers come off more glibly. 
Exiſi. Well then, fince rawl , 
ſo, '4 will adde'to this ſingle.exam 
ple of ſlaying men to ſeize upon thei 

Sexls , that of murthering them ty 
Feed pon their Bodies, a Villany 
Cxphophron, very frequently mentic 
ned:as. well in-ancient as modern Hi: 
ſtorians : As of the Arthropophagi + 
bout the Ny//ear Mountains in Tndiu, 
which Exnſtathiss notes ; as alſo thoſe 

of 8cythia, noted by Pomponiws Mel 
And. Solinws takes notice not onel 
of theſe Arthropophagi of Scythia, 
but mentions alſo others in #thropia. 
'The truth of which things later dil- 
coverics ſcem to ratifie. Chriſtophe 
res Columbas tellyus of Cannibals not 
far from the Ifland Hiſpariola, that 
eat'Man's-fleſh, and falt or ſouſe it as 
we do Beef, Pork, Bacon, and Brawn: 
That they geld thoſe they take 

young, as we do Capons, to make 
them eat more tender; and keep Wo-Þi 
men alive to breed on, as we do Hens 
tolay Eggs. This Ifland of Cannibal: 
1s called 1-/ula Crucis, of which you 
, may 
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may reade more inthe Voiage of 'Co- 
lrnbus. The menof Zipangai, (that 
belongs to the Tartar ) If they light 
oh a Stranger, unleſs he can/ redeem 
himſelf, kill him and eat him; calling 
their Friends and Kinsfolks - to the 
Feaſt. In Timaine, a Town of [Ca- 
ſtella del Oro, they fold Man's-flefh- in 
the Shambles, as Coſzwographers write. 
As alſo that the 'Braſilians celebrate 
their Feſtivals, making themſelves 
J mcrry over the body of a fat man 
cut into Collops ; and that the Ene- 
mies they take in War they roaſt and 
eat, dancing round about them. 
Cupb. Enough, Exiftor , my ſto- 
mach is ſurcharged already z no- 
thing 1s more nauſeous then the 
Phancy of thoſe things is to me. 
Nor can I deviſe what may be ſaid 
in the behalf of ſo high Barbarites. 
Onely it is to be noted, That theſe 
| ſad Objefts are more a torment to 
the well-natur'd living then any far- 
ther miſchief to the dead ; and that 
flaying of men of their Eſtates and 
Livehhood, or taking away their 


Lives , 
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Lives, ts an harder Cruelty to t 

ſufferer : and that it is not ſo much 
the conſcience of Decornm, as quea- 
zineſs of ſtomach , that makes our 
modern Erropears abſtain from thei 
Encnmues Carcaſles. Beſides, whether 
1s It more barbarous out of ſcorn and 
hatred to kill men to feed their Dog 
withall, as the Spaniards uſed the 
poor Trdians , or for the Indians or 
other Barbarians, out of an appetiti- 
ous liking of Man's-fleſh , more ho- 
nourably to bury it in their own 
bowells? a Funeral-ſolemnity that 
ſome: of them uſe, and think it the 
laſt good deed. they can doe for their 
deceaſed Friends. Wherefore we 
can onely make this deplorable Cor 
cluſion , T hat the unmercifulneſs of 
the Europeans 1s not leſs , but their 
Hypacnilie more, then that of the 
uncivilized 1zdians. For that horrour 
they profeſs and abhorrency from 
the Fleſh of dead men ( which in- 
ſtin&, queſtionleſs, God and Nature 
has implanted in us as a bar againſt 


all Cruelty to our Kind ) does not 
keep 
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ccep them off from doing all the 
hſ-</ Cruelty that is committed by 'the 
Wevege Nations. Whence they ſeem 
o me to be ſelf-condemned, while 
hey boggle at the leſs kindes of 
rueltic , and ſo frequently pradtiſe 
he greater 3 ſiraining at the Gnat, (as: 
is ſaid ) but in the mean time ſwal- 
wing down the Camel. 
Sophr. I promiſe you, Cuphophror , 
hid not think you could have made 


o paſlable work out of ſo crooked 
ind knotty a matter, At leaſt thus 
nuch I think is true , That to: them 


hat make ſo light of War and Bloud- 
ed and Murthering of men to ſeize 
dn what they have, to them, I ſay, to 
vhom this ſubſtantial Cruelty ſeems 
olerable, theſe men ſhould not think 
t intolerable in Providence, that ſhe 
permits thoſe {lighter and more in- 
nocuous ſhadows thereof, For all 
thoſe ſeeming Cruelties are bus. the 
Lagellation of the abſent, and they 
take up anduſe at their pleaſure one- 
ly what he has left : but the killing 
and murthering of a man is a preſent 
(C0) hy 
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tormenting him, and forcible driving 
of him out of all that he has. Whict 
I ſpeak ro ſhame the civilized Nations, 
in ſhewing them that they frequent-W 
ly commit aQs that are infinite] 
more cruel and barbarous then thok 
which they themſelves judge the 
moſt horrid and outragious of all the 
acts of the Barbertans. 

Caph. 1am glad, O Sophrox, to ſet 
ſo grave a Judgement fall in wit 
mine. ; 

Sophr, I muſt.confeſs, Cuphophroz,i 
that you have made a pretty ſhuffizng 
ſhow of mitigating the harſhneſs c 
the ſecular Barbarity of the Payrrim, 
as you call them : but I fear you will 
not have half the ſucceſs in palliating 
the groſs Enormities of their Religi- 
FE 


. Hyl. And that, Sopbron, .is the ve: 
Ty next thing that I would have Ex 
iſtor to exerciſe Mr. Advocate-gent 
ral's Witin. -. 
ns Eniſt. In what,  Hylobares ? | 
of the a. Hy4: In finding: any tolerable &- 


|  theiſm ard CUſe for their gro/T Opowions _— 
| ; ) 
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$04, for their Polytheiſm and Idola- the Poly: 


-y, for their Men-Sacrifices, ' Devil- 


ciſm 
tbe Barba- 


orſhip, Sacrificing men to the Devil, rins. 
t-Wnd the like. , 


m_ I underſtand you, Hylobares, 
Wnd ſhall accordingly propound In- 
Mtances to Cxphophron. In the firſt 
Wlace therefore , Cyphophror: , I pray 


ou , what do you ſay to the Braſili- 
, that are reported to acknow- 


Wedge no God atall, and yet to be 
o addicted to Divination, that they 
row mad therewith ? 

Cxph. TothisI anſwer, That in 

hat they are ſo much addifted to Di- 


mation, it is a ſuſpicion that they do. 


delieve there is a God; and may be 
andered as Atheiſts, becauſe they 
rorſhipno Idols nor any viſible Ob- 
ed. 
-H Evniſt. That is very charitably ſur- 
. ah, you, ts Fang Tp. 
Caph. But ſuppoſe they be 4theifts, 
how many thouſands are there of 
ſuch kinde of Cattel in the moſt civi- 
ized parts of Europe? © 
Exiſt, But others of the Indians, 
Cu- 
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Cuphophron, to make amends, hold 
more Gods then one. They of Nex 
England worſhipped Keſan theirGool 
God, and the Devzl beſide, that he 
wight not hurt them. 

Cxph. And ſo by worſhipping thi 
Devil acknowledged two ſovereig 
Powers or Principles, a good one and 
bad one : Which though it be a gre: 
Errour, yet1s ſuch as very rect Wi 
have fallen into. For Sr. Hemp 
himſelf, before he became Chriſtia 
was a Manxichee. And: Plutarch, | 
his 1s and Ofris, entitles Plato to th 
hke Errour, ? ws {vy5 uveigue mw x06 
Hetells us alſo that —_— was 0 
the ſame Opinionz and that thy 
named theſe two diſtin& Principles6 
romaſdes and Areimaniws 3 and tha 
the Zeyptian Oſiris and Typhon an{we 
to them. So that it is not-any ſign « 
ſo great Sottilſhneſs, if the Barbarian 
of America were lapſed into thi 
ſtrange miſtake. + 

Exiſt. But your Paynims, O Cs 
phophren, ſeerm to have made nd 
onely two, but even two thouſand 

| Deaticy 
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Deities, while they worſhipped Sun, 
Moon , Starrs, Beaſts. and Plants; 
Sea, Land, Winde, Thunder, Caves, 
Hills, the talleſt and moſt ſpreading 
Trees,nay what-cver living Creature 
they met with firſtin a morning , as 


ſome chuſe Yalentines, or rather not 


chuſe them, but embrace the firſt they 
meet on Yalertine's-day. 
Cuph. TI his cannot be deny'd, Ex- 
;/tor, but that the barbarous Nations 
did religious Worſhip to innumerable 


Objetts of this kind, but not as to the 


ſupreme Power of all, (which was 
the primary or ultimate Object of all 
their Adoration) but rather as to 
Images and Symbols of thatultimate 
Object. And how great a part of the 
Civilized World, ever of them that 
are called Chriſtians, contend that the 


worſhipping of Images in ſuch a ſenſe 


as this is laudable and right ? 
Exift, T think both much-what a- 
like laudable. 


Bath. I have thought often of this 


point, and that very impartially as 
well as anxioutly, and I cannot for my 
Dd life 
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life find any excuſe for thoſe of the 
Roman Church to clear them from [- 
dolatry, but the ſame with better ad- 
vantage may be alledged for the Pa- 
gans, they having no written Law a- 
gainſt worſhipping Images as the ARe- 
”aniſts have, who acknowledge the 
Bible to be the Word of God. 

Exiſt. That is very material. But 
what mitigation can you find out, O 
Cuphophron, for that horrid and hi- 
deous way of worſhipping theſe Ob- 
jeds, as that of the Scythiarrs about 
Tawrica Cherſoneſus, who ſacrificed 
Strangers to Diana, thatis, to the 


Moon © 


Cuph. This is very harſh: but] 
__ you let me ask you this one que- 
ſtion, Exifior, Did never any man ſuf: 
fer inthe civilized parts of Exrope, for 
being eſtranged from certain Relig: 
ous Lunacies which bloudy and Ty: 
:anicall Obtruders urged upon then 

under no lels penalty then Deayh? 
Exiſt, 1 muſt confeſs that Hiſtor 
{urnithes us with Inſtances of not one 
ly many Hecatombs, but ſeveral 
thou: 
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thouſands of Holocauſts of Man's- 
fleſh butchered by that bloudy 
Church of Rowe, and ſacrificed to 
the honour and-intereſt of their great 
Dianas. You know what I mean, 
Cuphophron. | 
Cuph. Ido. And I pray you how 
much better is this then the Pagans 
ſacrificing of men to Diana Taxrica ? 
_ Both exceeding bad: And 
yet I muſt propoſe to you other 
things as ill or worſe. As that bar- 
barous Cuſtome of the Ammonites , 
who ſacrificed their children to Ao- 


lech or Milchom in the valley of To- 


phet, ſo called from the Drum that 
was there beat to drown the lamen- 
| table Cries of the murthered Infants, 

Cuph, ThisI muſt confeſs is excee- 
ding barbarous, Exiſtor , to ſacrifice 
though but a _ Son to that cru- 
el Idol. But, methinks, "it ſeems more 
deſtructive to mankinde, that thoſe 
that either are or ought to be Patres 
Patrie,(l mean great Princes and Em- 
perours ) unprovoked by any Inju- 
Ty, but merely out of a defire of Do- 
Dd 2 minion 
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minion and Rule, are fo laviſh of the 
bloud of their Subjects, as to expoſe 
numerous Armies of them to the 
Slaughter 5 they ſmothering in the 
mean time the groans of the dying 
and maimed by the found of Drums 
and Trumpets, and other clattering 


noiſes of War, while they thus ſacri- 


fice to the cruel 1dol of Ambition. as 
the Ammonites to Milchom in the val- 
ley of Tophet. And will Hiſtory ac- 
quit the civilized World of this piece 
of Barbarity, Eniſtor £ 

Exiſt, The Grand Seigniour is 
deeply guilty of this cruel kinde of 
Idolatry : and I wiſh it were not to 


| be found too much in Chriſtendome 


(elf. 

Cuph. Sodol. 

Eniſt, But,God be.thanked, we are 
ſo clear from one horrid crime of the 


Pagans, that we have nothing likeit 
in Chriſtendome. 


Cuph. What's that, Eniſtor ? 
Euiſt, Why , it is the worſhipping 


the very Devzl himſelf. Which that 


the Pagans did, is manifeſt from their 
Temples 


-- 
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Temples and Images, from the mad- 
nels of their Prieſts,: and from their 


Sacrifices. The Pernvians worſhipped” 


two carved Idols, a black Goat and a 
long Serpent , both of them' pune 
Symbols of Satan, and ſuch as himſelf 
loves to appear in. In the City of Goa 
their Pagods or Idals are of ſo dete- 
ſtable a form, that no man can ima- 
gine how ugly and deformed they are: 
yet theſe they conſult as Oracles, and 
by the power of the Devil have An- 
{wers from them. The Chinozs alſo 
worſhip a Devil-Idol ſtanding on an 
high ,: but ſomething duskiſh, place 
of their Temples, having two huge 
Horns on his Head, with a moſt terri- 
ble Countenance, with ſharp Claws 


in ſtead of Hands and Feet, and his . 


Head uglily ſtarting out from the 
midſt of his Breaſt, as Gotardws de- 
ſcribes him. But the moſt horrible 
deſcription of a Temple 1s that of 
the King of Calecut's, where they 
worſhip his God Deuwo : for the true 
God Tamerani he ſerves not, becauſe, 
though he made the World, yet he 
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has given up the Government of it, 
as they conecit, to Dexwo. This Tem- 
ple has its Entrance garmſhed with 
numbers of Devils made in Wood 
artificially turned and carved. In the 
midſt of the Chappel there is a Seat 
like a Thrane of Braſs, with a brazen 
Devil fitting upon it, with a Crown 
on his Head, like that of the! Romas 
Pontife, ( as Ladovicw Romans de- 
ſcribes it ) out of which come three 
Horns. There are four others alſo 
that turn in after ſuch a manner, as 
that they ſeem to ſupport his Head, 
He has alſo four Teeth ſtanding out 
of his foul wide gaping Mouth , and 


.a threatning Look, with terrible 


ſtaring Eyes, and Hands with eroo- 
ked Nails like to Hooks 3 but his 
Feet not unlike to a Cock's. . In eve- 
ry corner of the Chappel is likewiſe 
placed a Devil made of Braſs, with 
ſuch art, as that he ſeerhs to be in 
the midſt of Flames wherein Souls 
are ſcorched in moſt direfull manner, 
whom the Devil alſo is devouring 


\ up, putting one Soul into his mouth 


with 
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with his right hand, and reaching un- 
demeath at another with the left. 

Cuph. If there had been written 
upon. the Walls of the Chappell, 
Primmws in orbe Deos ferit timor, ( as 
they ſay there is inA/abomer's Molco's, 
Nor: eſt niſi Dens nuws all had been 
complete. 

Exiſt. Can there be any thing poſ- 
fibly parallel to this, Caphophron, a- 
mong(t our Civilized Europeans ? 

' Cuph. I think nothing , unleſs it 
be the Religion of the Swperlapſarians, 
the Obje& whereof is Infinite Power 
unmodified by either J=ſtice or Good- 
eſs : which 1s that very Idol of Ty- 
phon or Arimanins I ſpoke of, For 
this Imagination of Omripotent Pow- 
erand Fl afting without any regard 
to Juſtice or Goodneſs, is but an Ido), 
no real thing. If it were, it were 
more horrible then the Indian Derry, 
or any Devil that is. Bur it could 
not be God : For God is Love. ant e- 
very thing aQs according to what it is. 

8Sophr. Very well argued , Cvpho- 
phromn. 


Dd4 Philep. 
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Philop. In many things Cxphophrox 
ſeems tobe on a more then oxcinary 
good pin to day. Vas. 

: Exiſt. But I believe he muſt ſtretch 
his wit to an lygher pin then he haz 
done hitherto, to pretend to- make 
any tolerable anſwer to what fol- 

"25a lows. Ly 
| of thy © Cuph. Why, what ſ{trange. thing is 
* Cacrificing that which follows, Exiſtor [4 
| men ie Exiſt, The Sacrificing:of men to 
_ the Devil. Thoſeof Pers frequent- 

ly ſacrifice their Children for the ſuc: 
cets of the affairs of their Teva, for 

Health, Vitory,er the like. . T he Son 
was alſo frequently ſacrificed for 
the health of the Father. They of 
Mexico had azCuſtome of, ſacrificing 
of their Captives. Whence' their 
Kings wore often ſtirred up by their 
Prielts to make war upon theyr neigh- 
bours, ta gct Captives to faerifice to 
the Devil, they telling them their 
Gogs dicd for hunger, and that they 
ſhould remember them. The Devil al- 
ſo him(clt iS ſald tO appear in Florida, 
and to ccmplain that he 1s wana 
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at humane bloud may be preſently 

hed to quench his thirſt, 
The ſolemnity of ſacrificing:\Cap- 
res to Vitz:liputzly in Mexico within 
he Paliſado of dead mens Sculls is 
noſt horrid and direfull : wherethe 
igh Prieſt cut open their: Breaſts 
th a ſharp Flint, and pulled ' out 
heir reeking Hearts, which he- firſt 
ew'd tothe Sun, to whom he offe- 
edit, but then ſuddenly turning to 
he Idol, caſt it at his face 5 and with 
a kick of his foot tumbled the. Body 
from.the Tarraſs he ſtood upon down 
he Stairs of the Temple, which were 


all embrew'd and defiled with bloud. 


heſe Sacrifices allo they ate, and 
lothed themſelves with the Skins 
of the {lain. 
 C:ph. Now certainly this Cuſtome 
of the Americans ts very horrible and 
abominable , thus bloudily to facri- 
fice men to that Enemie of Mankind, 
the Devil, And therefore it were 
very happy if we had nothing in theſe 
Civilized parts of the World that 
bore - the leaſt ſhadow of ſimilitude 
with it. Enift. 


q10 
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_ Exiſt. Why? have we any thing 
Cuphophron £ 

; Caph. Why? what is the greate| 
horrour that ſurpriſes you in this ( 
ſtome, Eniſtor ? 

Exiſt. To ſay the truth,Cxphophy, 
I do not find my ſelf ſo ſubtile ar 
diſtin a Philoſopher as _— 
tell you what , but Ithink it 1s, firl 
That mankind ſhould worſhip ſo ug] 
and'execrable an object as the Devil 
and then in the ſecond place, Th 
they ſhould ſacrifice ſo worthy an 
noble -a thing. as an hwmane Bog 
which is it capacity of becoming th 
-Femple of the Holy Ghoſt , to ſo 4 
zeftable an Tdol. 
Cuph. You have ,*I think, anſwe 
red very right and underſtandingy, 
Exifter, if you rightly conceive whit 
es the Devil ſo deteſtable. 


Esnifd, Surely his Pride, Cruelty and 
Malignity of nature, and in that al 
Love and Goodneſs is extinCt in him, 
which if he could recover, he woul 
preſently become an Angel of Light, 

Beth. Exiftor has anſwered excel 

lent!y 
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ently well, and like a Myſticall The- 
pl, 
Enif Totell you the truth, Thad _ 
out: of them. | 
C#ph. But if he has anſwered right, 
Bathynons , it is a ſad conſideration, 
that we have in the Civitized parts of 
he World thoſe that profeſs a more 
odions Religion then the Mexicans 
that ſacrifice men to the Devil, I 
mean, the Superlapſarians. For the 
Obje@ of their Worſhip is a God- 
Idol of their own framivg , that acts 
merely according to'Fil/ and Power 
ſequeſtred from all reſpe& to either 
Jo ice or Goodneſs, asTnoted before, 
ich "is the genuine Idea of a Devil. 


To which Idol they do not, as the 


Mexicaus , ſacrifice the wzere Bodies 
of men, but their very Soxls allo 3 
not kicking them down a Tarraſs,but 
arbitrarioully tumbling them down 
into the pit of Hell, there to be e- 


ternally and unexpreflibly rormen- 


ted, for no other reaſon but becauſe 
this their dreadſull Idol will have it 


ſo. Can any Religion bc more hor: 
T1 
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rid or blaſphemous then this? 

Hyl. I perceive you begin to be 

drawn dry, O Cxphophron, you are 
fain ſo to harp on the ſame ſtring. 
This is but your Typhon and Areimani- 
&#5.you mentioned before. I expected 
ſome more proper and adequate Pa- 
ralleliſms to Ex:ſtor's freſh Inſtances, 
eſpecially tothat of ſacrificing to the 
Idol Yitziliputsly. 
- Cuph. Do you think then, Hyloba- 
res, that itis ſo hard a thing to find 
ſomething- in the Civilized World 
more peculiarly, paralle] to that 
dreadfull Ceremonie 2 What think 
you of the Roman Portif ? 

Exiſt. How madly daes Cuphophron's 
phancy rove? and yet how REY 
had he hit, if he had but made wle of 
the ulual name Papa? For thatis alſo 
the Title of the high Prieſt of Aexi- 
co, who ſacrifices men to Yitzzlipnt- 
2ly, as Joſephus Acoſta tells us. * 

Cuph. I thank you for that hint,E- 
iftor : It ſeems then there will be a 
confonancy betwixt the verbal Ti- 
tles as well as an Analogie be- 
tw1ixt 
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twixt the things themſelves. 


logie , Cuphophren. Not that I ſhould 
take any ſuch preat pleaſure in fin- 
ding the Papacy fo obnoxious, but 
that it pleaſes me to obſerve the ver- 
ati] ſleights and unexpeced turnings 
of your movable Phancy. 

Cuph. Nor care I to tell you for 
either the one or the other, Hyloba- 
res, but that I may adorn the Pro- 
vince I have undertaken in the behalf 
of the poor Paynim. The Analogie 
therefore briefly is this : T hat as the 


bigh Prieſt of Mexico with his Officers 


_ out the Heart of the Captoves , 


kicking down their Bodies for the. 


Aſfiſtents to eat their Fleſh, and clothe 


themſelves with their Skins : {o the. 


Roman Pontif, by his cruel Inquiſiters 
diſcovering the #rne Religion of the 


faithfull Servants of Chriſt, whom 


they hold in a forcible. Captivity , 
murthered them, and gave their E- 
ſtates for a ſpoil to his cruel Mini- 
ſters and Afliſtents, to feed and clothe 
them. Does not this occurr often 
enough 
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Hyl. I would gladly hear that Ana- 
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enough in Hiſtory, Emiftor 2 
- Ewiſh. It cannot be deny d, many 
thouſands have been thus butchered, 

Hyl. But to whom were they {a- 
crificed,Cnphophron £ You have omit- 
ted a principal term that ought to 
have been 1n the Analogie. 

Cuph. I would I knew what YVitszzli- 
putzly ſignified. 

Exiſt, If that will do you any ler- 
vice, [ cantell you what it ſignifies 
exprefly out of Joſephas Acoſta, viz. 
The left hand of 4 ſhining Feather. 

Cuph. Very good,very good : have 
patience then a little. Why may not 
then the Swe eaſily ſignifiethe heaven- 
ly Glory, or the Glory of God; and this 
ſhining Feather the wdin and fooliſh 
Pop and Glory of the World, or the 
Pride of Life e GS 

 Hyl. That is not much ſtrained, Cx: 
phophron z but what then ? 

Caph. Wherefore as the . high 
Prieſt of A4exico pretends to facri- 
fice to the Sur, thewing him the 
(moaking Heart of the Captive when 
he bas pluck'd it out, but preſently 

turns 
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turns about, and does really and ſub. 
ſtantially caſt the Heart of-the facri- 
ficed to the Idol Yitzzliputzly : So the 
Roman high Prieſt, when he mur- 
thers holy and righteous men ( un- 
der pretence of Herefie) for denytng 
ſuch Falſhoods and Blaſphemies as are 
onely held up for the ſupporting the 
Intereſt of the Papal Sovereignty and 
[| S»blzmity, pretends theſe Murthers Sa- 
crifices to the Glory of God, and' for 
the vindication of His Howour 3 when- 
as they are really and truly bloudy 
Oblations and cruel Holocauſts offe- 
red up to that Idol of Abominati- 
ons, Pride of Spirit, and vain Mun- 
dene Glory and m—_ and a remorſe- 
leſs Tyranny over the Souls and Bo- 
dies of men : which is fuch a quinteſ- 
ſential _— , that it is that where- 
by Lucifer himſelf becomes a Devil. 

Hyl., All this from YitziHiputzly fig- 
nifying the left hand of « ſhining Fea- 
ther. Ha, ha, he. Wit and Phancy 
whether wilt thou goe ? How mern- 
ly-conceited is Cxphophroz, that can 
thus play with a Feather ? 


Sophr. 
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Sophbr. I promiſe you, Hylobares , 
though the Phancy of CXphophron 
may ſeem more then ordinarily ludi- 


bund and lightſomely ſporttull , yet 


what he points at ſeems to be over- 
lamentably true, viz. That many 
thouſands of innocent Souls have 
been made Burnt-offerings to the La- 
ciferian Pride of the Roman Hierarchy, 
and the Sons of God ( which is worſe 
then the Mexicans caſe ) thus cruel] 
and perfidioully ſacrificed to the fol 
born of the Devil. 

Ewiſt. This is too true to contend 
againſt it. 

Hyl. I wiſh it were not ſo. But in 
the mean time we can never take C#- 
phophron at a loſs. - * 

Exiſt. So methinks, and I haye but 
one kinde more of T ragicall Inſtances 
topott kin with.] | 

Cuph, What's that, Exiſtor £ 

Exiſt. In ſome parts of the World 
they are their. own Executioners; as 


| Sucrilicers. thoſe of Narſiee and Biſnagar, who 

1 cut their Fleſh in pieces, and caſt it 

on the Idol's face, or putting a oy 
Y - 
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Artow, ſhoot it up into'the Air in 
honour to:thetr Pagods, as Goturdws 
writes. After which Ceremony they 
cut their own Throats, offering them- 
ſelves a Sacrifice to their Idol. The 
King of: @uzl/acare, upon a $ilk Scaf- 


fold, in view of his people, after ſome 


ſolemn RN and Prayers , ha- 
ving farſt cut © 
and other parts, cuts his own Throat, 
28 a Sacrifice to his Idol. Gotardss , 
25 I remember, addes, that theve is 
loud Mufick ſounding all the time. 
This is done every Jubilee. 
Cuph. Whether Satan put them up- 
on this Slavery out of his ſcorn and 
hatred of Mankinde, or that he plea- 
ſes himſelf in feeling his own Power, 
or in ſeeing examples of the great af- 
ſection vn, 
(23 imperious Whores pride them- 
elves in commanding their Lovers 
ſome ſignall Hardſhip or Penance, as 
being a more ſure teſtimony (if they 


perform it ) of amore then ordinary 


worth inthemfclves, that has enga- 
E e ged 
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of their own Fleſh on the pile of an 


his Noſe, Ears, Lips, 


fidelitie of his Vaſlals, 
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ed themin ſo perfect a Bondage) or 


whether it be :ontpf all theſe pt to- 


gether, 1s not. fo. requiſite, to dif-, 


pute. 


-:Cuph. But I was .coming'to;lome- 
thing which is more ngarto the. pur- 
poſe , namely ,/ That the neareſt to 
theſcSelf-Sacrificers to Satan are thoſe 
ad...Diſciples -of - certain -Myſte: of 
dark and fowt.-Diſpenfatzons:, who, 
having no knowledge: of::a Deity 
but ſuch as ts repreſented/ unto'them 


in the dreadfilliſhape of. the &:d5ax 


Denno above deſcribed, (that is, Wil 
and: Power. disjoyned. from; all Jeffice 
and ' Goodneſs ;)} havinft: firſt. almoſt 
iretted a-pieces| their 'very{. Heart- 
{trings with rouwmenting thoughts and 
anxious Sufpicions, do at laſt either 
hang or drown:themſclves, or: elſe 
cut thcir own Throats; :as.a::fad Sa- 
crttice to thatghaſtly Idol which their 
talic Teachers haul ſet up1n their me- 
lancholized Phancies. But no Amulet 
3gaintt fnch diabolical* Impoſtures 
TED: - _ com- 


Hy. No more 18 it, Cuphophrov, it 
isſo. little to: the preſent;purpole. 
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comparable to that divine ſaying. of 
S. John, God is Love; and he that abi» 
deth in: love, abideth in God.and God in 
him. En I 
Sqphr. T hat is very profitably..and ——_ 4 
ſecaſonably noted, O Cuphophron : and Provice 
though my Judgement is not {o' curi- 4: in ptr- | 
ous as to! criticize on the perpetyall ney J 
exactneſs of yaur applications gf the i-th: + ? 
ſad Miſcarriages. of the Civilized 7: 
parts of the Warld to thoſe grols 
Diſorders of the Barbarians 5 yet your 
compariſons in the general have very 
much impreſſed that note of Philothe- 
#5 upon my ſpirit, That the more ex- 
 ternall awd groſs Enormities cgmmit- 
ted by the barbarows Nations areas it 
were a repreherſtve Satyr of the more 
fixe and- Hypocriticall Wickedweſſes of 
the C:zvilized Conntries 3 that theſe c7- 
vilized Sinners, abominating. thoſe 
wilder Extravagancies, may withall 
give Sentence againſt their own no- 
leſs Wickedneſs , but onely in aleſle- 
ugly dreſs. Whence it cannot: be ſo 
oy wonder that Providence lets 
uch horrid Uſages emerge in the 
Ee 2 World, 
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World, that the more affrightfull face 
of Sin in ſome places might quite 
drive out all ſimilitude and appea- 
rance of it in others. 

Bath, T rue, Sophron ; but this al- 
ſol conceive may be added, That Di- 
vine Providence having the full com- 
prehenſion of all the Periods of A- 
ges, and the Scenes of things ſuccee- 
ding in theſe Periods, in her mihde, 
permitted at firſt and afterwards ſome 
parts of the lapſed Creation to plunge 
themſelves into a more palpable 
Darkneſs, that a more glorious Light 
mighit-ſucceed and emerge. The love- 
ly ſplendour of which Divine Diſ- 
penſation would not ſtrike the behol- 


der ſo vigorouſly, did he mot caſt his 


eyes alſo upon that Region of Black- 
neſs and ſad Tyranny of the Devil in 
preceding Ages over deluded man- 
kinde, ſuch as Ewiſtor has ſo plent!- 
fully diſcovered. All theſe things 
therefore ſeem to have been permit- 
red in deſign to advar.ce the Glory 
and adorn the I riQmph of the pro- 
mnu{ed Aeſſ:as, the tive Son of or 
an 
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_ and Saviour of the World. 

Sophr. That may very well be, 
Bathynows. Nor is it any Injuſtice or 
Severity in God to make uſe of the 
Impenitency of Sinners to better pur- 
poles then either themſelves or witer 
perſons are many times aware of. But 
we interrupt Exiſtor by this unſeaſo- 
nable deſcanting upon Cxphophron's 
performances. - | 

Exiſt. 1 was onely a-going to adde ,X'X. 
ſomething of the Madneſs of the Hea- neſs of 
theniſh Prieſts, as the laſt Note of Pricfts of 
the Satanicalneſs of their Religion. ***©* } 
But it 1s ſcarce worth the while. 

Cuph. Nay by all means let's hear 
that alſo, Exiſtor. 

Ewiſt, That the Aenades, the 
Prieſts of Bacchus, were mad, ap- 
pears in their very Name, whoſe No- 
tation is from that diſtemper. The 
Prieſt of the Samadees, a People ſub- 
jet tothe A/uſcovite , begins his holy 
things with howlizg, which he cont1- 
nues til he grows mad with It, and 
then falling down dead, after orders 
his Sacrifice, and finiſhes the Solem- 

LE 3 nity 
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World, that the more affrightfull face 
of Sin in ſome places night quite 
drive out all fimilitude and appea- 
rance of it in others. 

Bath, True, Sophron ; but this al- 
ſo I conceive may be added, T hat Di- 
vine Providence having the full com- 
prehenſion of all the Periods of A- 
ges, and the Scenes of things ſuccee- 
ding in theſe Periods, in her mihde, 
permitted at firſt and afterwards ſome 
parts of the lapſed Creation to plunge 
themfelves into a more palpable 
Darkneſs, that a more glorious Light 
might ſucceed and emerge. T he love- 
ly fplendour of which Divine Diſ- 
penſation would not ſtrike the behol- 
der ſo vigorouſly, did he mot caſt his 
eyes alfo upon that Region of Black- 
neſs and ſad Tyranny of the Devil in 
preceding Ages over deluded man- 
kinde, ſuch as Exiſtor has ſo plenti- 
fully diſcovered. All theſe things 
thereforc ſeem to have been permit- 
red in deſign to advarce the Glory 
and adorn the I riumph of the pro- 
nn{ed Aeſſzas, the true Son of —_ 

an 
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_ and Saviour of the World. 

Sophr, That may very - well be, 
Bathynows. Nor is it any Injuſtice or 
Severity in God to make uſe of the 
Impemtency of Sinners to better pur- 
poles then either themſelves or wiſer 
perſons are many times aware of. But 
we interrupt Exiftor by this unſeaſo- 
nable deſcanting upon Cxphophron's 
performances. | 

Exiſt. | was onely a-going to adde ,.*X\X. 
ſomething of the Madneſs of the Hea- neſs of eh | 
theniſh Prieſts, as the laſt Note of Prieſts of 
the Satanicalneſs of their Religion. ***#%* } 
But it 1s ſcarce worth the while. 

Cuph. Nay by all means let's hear 
_thatalſo, Exiſtor. 

Ewiſt, That the AMenades, the. 
Prieſts of Bacchus, were mad, ap- 
pears in their very Name, whoſe No- 
tation is from that diſtemper. The 
Prieſt of the Samadees, a People ſub- 
je to the A/uſcovite , begins his holy 
things with howlizg, which he cont1- 
nues tiH he grows mad with it, and 
then falling down dead, after orders 
| his Sacrifice, and finiſhes the Solem- 
ES2 nity 
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nity he was about. - The Hoxiones al- 
ſo, or Prieſts of China, when they 
conſult their Oracles, caſt themſelves 
on the ground, ſtretching out their 
hands and fect, another reading in 
a Book, to whom are Reſponſes made 
by ſome Aſſiſtents that ſ1ng and make 
a noiſe with Bells or Cymbals. In the 
mean time the Spirit comes upon him 
that lies proſtrate , who, riling with 
ſtaring eyes and diſtorted counte- 
nance, falls a-propheſying and anſwe- 
ring ſuch Queſtions as the By-ſtanders 
demand, 

Cuph. Theſe are mad guizesof Re- 
Iigion indeed, and yet not an unfit re- 
ſemblance of as miſchievous a Mad- 
neſs amongſt too many of our more 
civilized Religioniſts, | 

Exiſt. I believe you meanthe how- 
ling ©wakers, as uncivil as they are. 
For they began in that tone atfirit, 
and fe}l down dead in Trances ,' and 
afterwards getting up fell a-prophe- 
{ying,, uttering out of their ſwoln 
breaſts very dark Oracles, declaring 
1gainſt all Ordcr and Ordinances, de- 
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crying all;Rxgaſona3! a work of the 
Fleſh, and pretending : to: an unac- 
countableiSpirn, and roa,Light with- 
in that is inviſible to all without who 
have not loſt their ſpiritual eye-fight. 
None conceive they ſee it but ſuch as 
are either blind 'or in the dark. 

Cxph. There are great and goo! 
things the @xakers pretend to, Fn- 
iſtor, but- they foil them by fo wild 
a way of profeſſion of them, and jn- 
deed in particulars ſeem to contradiet 
what with ſo loud-a voice they in the 
general extoll. But that Madneſs I 
hinted at is more Epidemicall then 
this Set, there being more beſides 
theſe that never think themſelves Di- 
vinely-wiſe till they grow lo ſtaring- * 
ly mad that the eye of Reaſon ſeems / 
to have quite ſtarted out of their , 
head, and Fumes and Phancies to be .,, 
the ſole guides of their I ongue. 

Sophr. I ſuppoſe, Cuphophron, you ' 
perſtringe that general Diſeaſe of »7- 
 governable Enthuſiaſm dilpericd up and ' « 
down in Chriſtendome. And yet 
there -1s another kind of religions 

Ee4 Mad- 
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Madneſs more ſpreading and no lefs 
miſchievous then this. - | 

Cnph. I 'pray you what 1s that, $0- 
phron £ | 

Sophr. So fix'd and fierce a belief 
in an infallible Prieſthood, that what 
they dictate for an Oracle, be it never 
ſo repugnant toall our outward Sen- 


ſes, to all our internall Faculties of 


Imagination , Reaſon and 'Underſtan- 
ding, never {o contradiCtious to what- 
ſoever is holy, vertuons, or bumane, 
yet they embrace and ſtick tot with 
that zeal and heat, that they fly 1n 
the faces and cut the throats of not 
onely them that gainſay, but even of 
thoſe that will nat profeſs the ſame 
abominable Errours with themſelves. 
It ſoenraged an Heat, kindled upon 
{o enormous a Miſtake as never any 
Lunatick could think or ſpeak more 
contraciictioutly, joyn'd with as high 
Outrages as ever mad-man did com- 
mit, for all manner of Murther and 
Cruelty , it this teryper or ſpirit be 
not the Fpirit of 1/4/neſs, and that of 
the bighe!t ftrain , I know not what 


a 
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belongs to the Spirit of Sebriety. 

Cuph. Certainly it muſt be a great 
matter that thus tranſports Sophrow , 
and makes him ſomething unlike his 
uſual ſelf. 
 Sopbr. Totell you the truth, I had 
mine eye on the Artolatria of the Ko- 
maniſts and their Article of Tranſub- 
ſftantiation, with all the wild Conco- 
mitants and Sequels thereof. 

Cuph. You could not have pitched 
upon a greater reproch of the Civili- 
zed World. Iprofeſs unto Sophror, 
though no man can have a greater 
averſation then my ſelf from ſhghting 
or revlling that which others embrace 
as the moſt ſacred and ſolemn Point 
of their Religion ; yet amongſt our- 
ſelves I cannot but declare, that this 
Figment of Tranſubſtantiation com- 
priſes in it ſuch a bundle of Barbari- 
ties, of unheard-of Sottiſhneſles, and 
ſavage Cruelties, that there is no one 
thing parallel to it in all Paganiſm. 
The manifold Tmpoſinres of the 
Pricſts of the Pagans,their «r3pom2azi a, 
v hether it be the feeding cu the Flefb 
? 0 
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of Exemies, or entombing the bodies of 
their dead Friends in their own Belljes, 
whether their groſs 1dolatries 1n' the 

eneral, or their Sacrificing men to 
their Idols. all theſe Abominations are 


as it were tied together in this ficiti- 


tious Fardel of Tranſubſtaztiation. 
For was there ever any T1:diar (o 1m- 
poſed upon by their Prieſts, as to be- 


fieve they had a power by a certain 


form of words to turn a Cake. of 


Maize into a living Man, and that the 


Miracle is done by them, . though the 
Cake of Maize appear ſtill to their 
Sight, to their Touch, and all their 
other Senſes, as perfect a Cake of 
Maize as before ? And how can theſe 
look 'upon the Tndzars as ſuch a bar- 
barous people, for cither feeding on 
their Enemies, or burying their dead 
Friends in their own Bowells, whenas 
they themſelves profeſs that they eat 
and -grinde a-pieces with their teeth, 

not dead, but living Man's-fleſh, and 
that not of an Enemie, but their dear- 

eſt Friend and Saviour? Can any 


_ thing feem more barbarous then this ? 


And 
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And then to uphold this Figment , 
( which ſeems invented onely for the | 
pomp and vain-glory of the Prieſt , 
that he may be accounted a ſtupendi- 
ous era Sins on a Creatour of 
his Creatour ) to maintain this Fichi- 
on, I ſay, by the murthering ma- 
ny a thouſand innocent Souls that 
could not comply with the Tmpoſture, 
what is this inferiour to Sacrificing 

f Captives to the Idol YVitz3liputzly, as | 
intimated before ? 

Sophr. IT am glad to ſee you, Cxpho- 
phron, ſo heartily reſent the unſutte- 
rable Wickedneſs of that Point of the 
Roman Religion. I thought you bad 
been ſo high-flown a Plnloſopher,that 
you had taken no notice, no not 1o 
much as of theſe groſler Miſcarna- 
ges in the Religions of the World: 
which had bcen an unpardonable 
neglect. oy | 

Cuph. If 1 flew higher then the 
ſtrongeſt-winged Fowls are ſaid to 

[dointhe time of Feſtilence, yet the 
(ſent and nojſomenels of this crafs and 
| barbarous Miſcarriage could not but 
| . | es | ftrike 
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ſtrike my noſtrills very hotly, and de- || 


tain my Sight. 

Sophr. The truth is, Cuphophron, 
that no Pheromenon in all Providence 
has more confoundingly aſtoniſhed 
me and amazed me then this of Trax 
ſubſtantiatian in all its circumſtances. 
If the Prieſts of Per# had thus impo- 
{ed upon thoſe Savages, how ſhould 
we cither have bemoaned them or 
derided them! Q poor Peruvians! 
O ſottiſh and witleſs Paynims, devoid 
of all Senſe and Reaſon, that are thu 
ſhamefully impoſed npon by their de 
ceitfull RE ! Orelſe, O miſerable 
people, that muſt either profeſs 
what It is impoſlible for any one en- 
tirely in his wits to believe, or elſe 
muſt be murthered by the grim Off: 
cers of the T»gxa, incenſed againſt 
them by the Complaints of an impo- 
ſturous and bloudy Prieſthood ! But 


this to be done in the moſt Civilized 


parts of the world ! 

Hyl. Nay,this conſideration would 
make any ane ligh deeply as well as 
your ſelf, but me eſpecially. Does 

not 
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not this, O Sophror, ſubvert utterly 
all the belief of Providence in the 
world ? 

Sophr. God forbid, Hylobares. No, 
it more ſtrongly confirms it, there no- 
thing happening to degenerated 
Chriſtendome in all this but what is 
expreſly predicted in the holy O- 
racles 3 That inthe time of the Agar: > Thelf 2. 
of Sin, God would ſend upon theme that ''* ** 
loved not the truth ſtrong Deluſions,that 
they ſhould believe 'a Lie; and parti- 
cularly pointing at this reproachfull 
Figment of Tranſubſtantiation, it is 
ſaid of the Beaſt, that he ſhould blaſo apoc.r3-6. 
fl pheme the Tabernacle of God, which un- 

doubtedly is the Body of Chrift5which, 
for the enhancing of the glory of the 
Prieſt, they thus foully debaſe and 
abuſe. 

Hyl. Theſe things neither: Cupho- 
phron, as I think, nor my ſelf are fo 
well verſed in as fully to judge of 3 
but we preſume much of your judge- 
ment and gravity, O Sophron : which 
15 no ſmall eaſe tous for the preſent. 

Cuph. In the mean time, Hylobares, 

I hope 


der fo fll- 
| ture Hap- 
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I bape you have ſpent all your force 
againſt me and my Paynims. . 
XX. Hyl. Not all , but the chiefeſt , or 
-S ron rather in a manner all : for my other 
* Acctheds of Remarks on the barbarous Nations 
 bBvngino- tgyching their Religions are more 
{bght, and ſuch as bear too obvious 
| pines. areſemblance to the known Miſcar- 
_ riages of Chriſtendome 3 ſuch as the 
over-levere, or aver-looſe, methods 
_ of living 1n reference to future Hap- 
pineſs. An- example of the Jatter 
whereoi may be the Doctrine of the 
Bonzit of: Japern, who teach the peo- 
ple, thatif they pray but to Anda 
and Zaca, two holy men that lived 
here, and ſatisfied for the Sins of the 
World, though: they doe it bur carc- 
lefly and remiſsly, yet they ſhall not 
fail of everlaſting Happineſs. 
."Enxiſh But Gotardus taxes theſe 
Bougaz for a Religious Order of A- 
theiſts. | 
Cuph, And, yet ſeverall Sets in 
Chriſtendome that would be thought 
no Athcilts, as the Aztinomians and 


Libertines, and: others that. would be 
loth 
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loth to be noted 'by thoſe naines , 
have too great an affinity with theſe 
Boxziz and their Followers in their 
Life and Doctrine. But I ſpare them. 
But. what inſtances have you of the 
over-levere method, Exiſter ? 

Exiſt. There is an odd example of 
the Indian Abduti, who for a time 
lived very rigidly and ſeverely, but 
that Diſpenſation once being. -paſled 
over, they gave themſelves up to all 
Difdolutenels , es they 
might doe ſo with authority. 

Cxph. That is very cafie to parallel 
to the condition of fome Sprratzdliſts, 
who, under pretence of having ſub- 
ducd the Fleſh by more then ordina- 
ry Auſterities, and of having arnved 
to the: Liberty of: the Spirit, Teturn 
again to the groſs Liberties!of the 
Fleſh, to the great grief and ſcandal 
of the more ſober Profeſlours of Re- 
gion. FFT Þ 

 Enift. Some. chaſt Votaries of the 
Trerks (et a great Iron ring on their 
yard, uſing themſelves as we do our 


Mares that they may not take Horſe. 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe of Mexico lit that member for 
the ſame devout purpoſe. 

Cuph. This is a ſ1gn that theſe chaſt Y0- 
zaries are 1n good carneſt. But to pre- 
tend to undertake a Vow of Chaſtity 
more ſtrong then #roz or adamant , 
and yet to lie with other mens Wives 
rather then to break it, is ſuch a my- 
ſterious Juggle or | contradictious 
point of Hypocriſie, that the very 
Pagans would be aſhamed of it. 

Exiſt. T hey might be fo indeed, 
Ons nor does there any thing 
of importance occurr to my minde 
that looks like a ſullen piece of Seve- 
rity in Pagariſze, but the ſame may 
be produced in the very ſame terms 
inthe preſent Rowaniſm 5 as long and 
tireſome Pilgrimages, voluntary 
Whippings and Scourgings, immo- 
derate Watchings and Faſtings, and 
the like. Theſe are the Exerciſes al- 
ſo even of them that ſerve Idols and 
worſhip the Devil, as well as of them 
that pretend to be the genuine Ser- 
vants of the Lord Jeſws. 


Hyl. But is there nothing obſerva- 
| ble 


Divine Dialogues. 
ble touching their Opinions of. the 0- 


ther State, in order to which: they cpimess 


may undergo: theſe Hardſhips ? touching the | 
4 P ; , orherState. * 


Eniſti- That is worth the noting ; 
that, moſt 'of the barbarous Nations 
have-ſome glimpſe or ſurmize of the: 
Soul's Immortality, and of a State af+ 
ter this Life, But it is' often mixed 
with very feat Conecits.''' As they of 
Peru hold that after death men eat 
and drink- and wantonize with Wo- 
meti. ' 9 Oo C2062 
Cuph. Who knows but that they 
may underſtand that myſtically , as 
the Perſians expound like paſſages in 
Mahomet's Alcoran? | 
Bath. Beſides, thefe Exrope ans feem 
to me in ſome ſortto Pernvierize, that 
think _g by 'burgain and con- 
traQt buy future Happineſs with ory 
as we do Fields and Orchards iwthns 
life 3 nat confidering that if Pdrudiſe 
be not opened within w by virtue of 
true Regeneration into the Divine 
Life, all the Wealth in the 1#die+will 
not purchaſe an entrance into the e- 


tertdihiferacdi Hſe 1 Heaven; 2 
h i F F f Eniſs. 
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Exiſt. The Brattrmans alſo in the 
Eaſt-Intlies have A, -molt ridiculous 
conceit touching, the Tranſmigration 
of Souls, namely, That the Reward of 
a vertuous Soul is, that ſhe may; paſs 
out of a Man's body into-the. body: 
ofa Cow... Ts 


Cuph. That's ridiculous indeed, if. \ 


the expreſion-be.not Symbolicall,and 
bint not ſome morg notable;thing $0 
us then we arc aware of. Fotghat the 
Tranſmipration of mens Souls znto 
the bodies of Beaſts has a Mylſtitall or 
Moral tneaning both Plate: and ſqme 
of lus Followers have plainly;eoough 
intimated. Crittlerih 2\3v gk; AL 

- Enifh, AndGAaeardes cxpitily.marites, 
that theſe Brawwrgry had the knogw- 


ledge of Dow and; of hig ;Philo- 
Gs , then wh h-nothing was. more 
Symbolicall, '] wall producebutonc 
oblervable more; and then give Cu- 


phophror, of rather. my felf;, no far- 

ther trouble. - -Far Cxphophrom turns 

alloft with ſport and pleaſatiery: i: 
Cuph. You have praduced-nothing 


yet,Eniſtor,at all-hard or troulyglome. 
2 * Fiſt 


Ji, 
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Eaifir dierivwill Pbegin now: For 
it is@nely; that they of 8: Sebaſtian: de 
L Platd have neither Image nor Idbl. 

Cuphr; It 18 a fign they are the more 
pure-« VWorſhippers of the Deity: ' 

Exiſt.) If they be not Atheiſts 5 But 
that yohich [ was going to adde was 
that fond imagination of theirs, that 
after Death they: ſhould! come into a 
pleafane place; which they dreamed 
tobe ſituated beyond certain Hills, 
winch chey: coup you at with their 


hngebs- | 
Crph. It were a: eſtion worth the 
ſtarting,; whether this Americen\Biyſt- 


vm or 'the Scholaftick: Empyrenai be 
the morelikely Rendezaves of biefled 


—_— 'this'life.!: | 
ray” mm think you 
of thr on'F.” 21" ON 
Cuph. the Celum Empyrenne 


of ha Arora is: a'chitdiſh Figment. 
For What ground is there that No firſt 
Heaven ſhould be:Cubyeall,” unlefs Tt 
be forthe'young Angetick Thapes ro 
whip their. Gigs oh the flat and * 


imoorhfioor thereof? Wherefore the 
Ft 2 . xade 
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gination, that was ſo oppreſled and 


Divine Dialogues, 


rude indians, ſo far as I know, may 
come nearer the mark then the fubril 
Schoolmen , though they both' ſeem 
to me widely enough to miſs it. 

Hyl. But IT am for the Empyrexr 
of the Schools rather then for that 
#hyſnxm of the Americans. For the 4- 
merican Elyſium is fomewhere,vis, be- 
yond the hills chat thoſe 'of 8..Seba- 
ftian de la Plata uſe to point; at.:.: But 


if the Empyrenm of the Schools be: a 


mere childiſh Figment, it 1sno+where. 
Cuph. There's a reaſon indeed, Hy- 
lobares ; how: egawitthen, be the.real 
Rendezvors of feparate Souls};:: ft 
 Hyl. Separate'Sonls are Spirits, Cu-- 
phophron, but Spirits are:no-where : 
where can they therefore: more fitly 
have. ther ;Rendexwows then in; the 
Scholaſtick Empyrewr, winch 1s nb- 


Cuph. Shame take you,” Hylobares, 


have you hitgrithat piece of 'Wag- 


gery..once again? Is this all the 
thanks I have for beſttrring my felf 
ſo ſtoutly to eaſe your aggrieved ima- 


bur- 
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burthened with the conſideration of 
; the ſad Scene of affairs in the Pagan 
World and Ages ? ”) 

' Hyl. For that friendly Office I re- ,,XXIl- * 
turn you many thanks, O Cxphophror, Mrs 3 
and muſt confeſs you have in your at-  Cupho- 
tempts ſhewn a great deal of Verſati- Jn”. 2 
lity of wit and nimbleneſs of phancy, thip vither- ? 
and that not without the mixture of 2 *'#f- >; 
ſome Solidity ſometimes. But the leſs he af of | 
there had been of that, it had been Hylobares * 
the betrer, ha Poples 

Cuph. That's a Paradox indeed : 
why o, I pray you, Hylobares f 

Hyl. For yaur endeavour being 
perpetually to ſhew that things were 
as 1!l in a manner 1in the Civilized 
parts of the World as in the Barba- 
rous, this was not to eaſe me of my 
fad perplexing thoughts, but to re- 
double the burthen, and make the 
waies of Providence appear to me 
twice as diſmall as before. | 

Cuph. This Hyloberes has a mind to 
battie me, and make me ridiculouſly 
unſucceſsfull in everything I attempt. 

Did I not perfiſt in the way that Phi- 
Ft 3 lotheus 
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lotheus himſelf ſcemed to paint at,vis. 
to undeceive your Phancy, that was 
ſo horribly ſtruck with the ſtrange 
Enormities of the Pagan World, by 
intimating that for the Civilized Na- 
tions, that you had a better concert 
of, that the Heathen were in a man- 
ner little worſe in their Opinions and 
Pra@ees then they ? 

Hyl. Nay, I confeſs, rs, 
that that was pretty well levelled at 
my Phancy. But in thus quieting my. 


 Phancy, you have rouſed up my Rea- 


ſon, to give me a more laſting and in- 
vincible diſquiet thend laboured with 
betore. For my Reaſon tells me, that 
if the World beall over ſa badin a 
manner as 1tis in the barbarous Coun- 
tries, I ought to be leſs ſatisfied with 
Providence now then ever. 
Cuph. Alas | Hylobares, I am ſorry 
I have made your Sore worſe , but 
you muſt make your addreſs to him 
who preſcribed the Plaiſter. Philo- 
tbeus was the Phyſician, I but his Sur- 
geon or Apothecary that adminiſtred 
the Phyſick according to his pre- 
| {cript. 


Divine Dialopues. 
ſcript. * He ought to ſet you' right a- 
gain by his greater'skill, e253 

Philoth. | pray you deal freely 
and 1ngenuoully, 'Hylobares, 'are you 
really more pinched then before'? / or 
is it a counterfeit complaint and a 
piece of ſportfull Drollery with C#- 
phophron 

Hyl. To deal plainly with you, 
Philothews, it is mixt. But I am very 
much- {till diflettled , and therefore 
implore your farther help. 

Philoth. Will not this confiderati- 
on, Hylobares, both eaſe your Phan- 
cy and gratifie your Reaſon too, 
That upon the obſervation that there 
are ſome very ſottiſh Conceits 'and 
Prattices even in the Civilized 
World, where all things otherwiſe 
look ſo chearfully and ſplendid, we 


may alſo conceive the like of 'the 


barbarous Nations, and not immerſe 
or defix our thoughts on thoſe things 


onely which are ſo reprehenſ1ble and 


hideaus' amongſt them, but think 
there may be much alſo of natural 
gayety and jollity, and that that dark 
ph F i 4 Scene 
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Scene does not becloud all times, pla- I 
ces, nor perſons? as 

Hyl. That's well ſuggeſted ,..Philo- Fit 
thews, and is accommodate. to the re- |; 
lieving one's Melancholy a: Ixtle, Jy 
Wherefore becauſe you have begun ||. 
ſo well, I pray you hold on, and com- 
municate to us the thoughts which | 
your own filence all this time and Eo 
qur diſcourfing may have occafioned 
yau to pitch upop, in order to a fpl- y 

. lerand more perfect cure of my pre- ſu 
ſent Malady. For it is no more then Fi 
you. promiſed, and I hope Philepolis fu 
will ſee that you keep yaur word. Ft 
 Philop. Fhere needs no other obli- 
gation , I' dare fay , for Philothenus ta Nd 

oe that office of friendſhip, then his [t| 
own googneſs and ſincere zeal for 
the Truth, and hearty deſire of deli- 
vering Souls from the bandage of Ig- 
nordnce and the rack of Doubt and 

| Anxiety inſo great matters, . 

| XX. Philoth. TI wiſh I were as able as [ 

Feveral am willing in that kinde , Philgpolzs. 

_— But T will attempt it, and that two 

s bop: tar Wares, Firſt, by ſhewing that the 

-C 7 —- World 
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World may not be: ſo enormouſly ill the fate of 
2s Hylobares | his Melancholy ſurmizes 777i 
it: Secondly , by. hinting an Hypo= ſo bad « b 
theſfs which, if embraced, will plain- __— 
ly make good, that be the World as may og 
bad as it will, yet it is not inconfli- /#* #. 
ſtere with the Divine * Goodneſs 
(which we contend is the meaſure 
of his Providence ) to permit it. 
Hyl. 1, that Second, Philothens , 
were a Remedy indeed, ſuch as 
would quite eradicate all future poſ- 
bility of ſuch Diftidences as I labour 
under. But I ſhall willingly have you 
treat of the Firſt in the firſt place. 
Philoth. Cuphophron with a great 
deal of dexterity of wit anſwered 
the particular Inſtances that Exzſtor 
produced of the moſt. ugly Uſages 
amongſt the barbarous Nations. I 
ſhall onely rehearſe certain brief 
Heads that will ſerve in general to 
break the force af ſuch Arguments | 
as either athers offer or offcr them- 
ſelves ta our thoughts, to invalidate 
the belief of ſuch an Exacineſs of 
Providence as we plead for, and »; 
|  _ boldly | 


The Firſt 
Cor/raer 1 


flak. 


Diwine Pialopues. 


boldly pretend to inferr, that if there 
were a. God, theſt things. could not be 
ermitted inthe World; as you in the 
Lening complained, Hylobares. + 

Hyl. That herrid Squalidity in the 
Uſages of | the! barbarous Nations 
ona hard, toward that Concluſi. 
on;Philothexs ; eſpecially when a man 
1s immerſed in Melancholy. 

Philoth. But that you be not here. 
after ſo cafily impoſed upon, let me 
deſire you to remember thoſe: Conſi- 
derations that I was ever and anon 


pa. on all this time you were 
1 


diſcourfing.. As Firſt, That Hiſtori- 


. ans may write things that are falſe, 


whether they pretend to be Eye-wit- 
neſles themſelves, or take things up 
upon the reports of others. Old 
men and T ravellers may lie by autho- 
rity , as It 1s ſaid mm the Proverb. 
Wherefore .cither negligent enquiry, 
or the vanity and affeCtation of telling 
ſtrange things, may fill Hiſtories with 
many falſe Narrations 3 and fo though 
Euiftor did not intend to deceive C#- 
phophroy , yet he may haply have ex- 
| erciſed 
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exciſed his wit in ſeverall Objects that 
never had any exiſtence but'in'the 
pages. of Hiſtoriographers. '' And 
therefore I could not but fmile'toſfee 
how nimbly Cxphophrox analyz'd:the 
Politicks of that Cuſtome' of: the 
bigh-Prieſt's lying with the King of 
Calecut's Bride the firſt night, as 1f it 
were adeſign that the Son of a Prieſt 
and the Heir to the Crown ſhould 
concurr in one perſon; whenas the 
Sons of the King donot ſucceed 1n the 
Kingdom, but his Nephews on the Si- 
ſter's ſide, as Aloyfins Cadanrmfins tells 
us in his Navigation to thoſe parts. 

Philop, That's very ſtrange, Pbzlo- 
theus, T pray you what may be the 
reaſon of 1t ? | 

Philoth. He ſays it is this 3; Becauſe 
the Queens of Calecut are perpetual- 
ly attended by no leſs then ten Prieſts 
a-piece, (for, according to him, the 
King has two Queens ) and they are 
often compreſſed by them 3 which 
he is perſuaded to be for his ho- 
nour ſo to be dealt with 3 but this 
mixt Offspring not ta be fo fit tQ 
1 ſucceed 
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ſucceed as Heirs to the Crown. 

Philop. This quite ſpoils all the wit- 
ty deſcant that Cuphophrorn made on 
that ſuppoſed Cuſtome, if Aloyſius 
Calais be a more credible W ri- 
ter then - Ladovicus Patritins. 

Exiſt. Which is a very bard thing 
to prove, Philopolis. 

Ph:loth. But in the mean time Hi- 
ſtorians contradicting one another, or 
differing ſo much in their Narrations, 
makes things ſo uncertain, that no 
wiſe man will ſaffer himſelf to be 
| borndown by Stories into any Anxic- 
ties touching Pravidence, before he 
be wellaſlured of thetruth of them. 
I am ſure Epicurears and —_ are 
very circumſpe&t how they believe 
any Stories about Apparitions or 
Witches, though ncver ſo true, leſt 
they ſhould be diſturbed: in their 
mindes with over-urgent ſuſpicions 
of the Exiſtence of God. Why ſhould 
they then that believe there is a God 
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from certain Indications of him , be | © 
caſt into Anxieties about Providence || | 
from Stories and Reports that are un- | 


certaln 2 Hyl. 
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Hyl. That's þut a reaſonable Cau- 
tion, Philothews - 1 pray you go ONs:/ 


Philoth. And a Second is this 3 Fhart . 


touching Ceremonies as well civitas 
religiows , and molt of all Opinions 1. 
weare toconfider, there may be lay 

down the narration of the £ | 
without any Key of  241thologie added 
thereto. . Of which fort, for oughr I 
know, may :be. the Brawmans tranſ- 
mitting the Souls of the beſt men in- 
td the body of a Cow; a thing as hke- 
ly as Jwpoter's carrying Errope 'on his 
back: through the Sea in the form of 
a Bl}. .; Which: Pals) 


. 


batus reſolves 
onely! 1tito an Homonymic in words, 
and tells us that ttwas a man of: Crete, 
( an Tflard peculiarly facred ito fapi- 
ter,) whoſe nanic was Taxrsz.: that 
carried Ewropa into Crete out of Tyre, 
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as he' had carried many other Maids 


captive thence. before. 


Hyl.: Bat what. is this Story of a Bull 


tothatofthe Cow the Breammans ſpeak 
of > 
_ Philoth. Very much, Hyloberes. For 
I muſt-confeſs I think it is ſuch __ 

, | tner 
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ſucceed as Heirs to the Crown. 
Philop. This quite ſpoils all the wit- 
ty deſcant that Cuphophror: made on 
that ſuppoſed Cuſtome, if Aloyſin: 
Cademmnſtus be a more credible Wri- 
ter then Ladovicus Patritins. 
' Eniſt. Which is a very bard thing 
to prove, Philopolss. 

Ph:loth. But in the mean time Hi- 
ſtortans contradicting one another, or 
differing ſo much in their Narratiors, 
makes things ſo uncertain, that no 
wiſe man will ſuffer himſelf to be 
born down by Stories into any Anxie- 
ties touching Pravidence, before he 
be wellaſlured of the truth of them, 
I am ſure Epicureans and wo; ar are 
very circumſpe&t how they believe 
any Stories about Apparitions or 
Witches, though ncver ſo true, leſt 
they ſhould be diſturbed- in their 
mindes with over-urgent ſuſpicions 
of the Exiſtence of Gad. Why ſhould 
they then that believe there is a God 
from certain Indications of him , be 
caſt into Anxieties about Providence 
from Stories and Reports that are un- 
certaln 2? Hyl. 
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Hyl. That's but a reaſonable Cau-: 
tion, Philothews < 1 pray you go on-/; 
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Philoth, And a Second is this 3 "That .The Second 


touching Ceremonies as well civitas: 
Brcbgiows , and moſt of all Opinions y. 
weare toconfider, there may be lay'd 
down the narration of the Sywbols 
without any Key of 245thologie added 
thereto. . Of which ſort, for ought I 
know, may be: the Brawmans tranſ- 
nitting the _—_ of the beſt men in- 
uorrbes y of a Cow; a thing as hke- 
as Jwpoter's carrying Exrropa 'on:his 
back: through the Bew in theſojai of 
a Bull. ; Which. Faksphatus reſolves 
onely! itito an Homonymic in words, 
and tells us that tt was a man of: Crete; 
(an Tflardd peculiarly facred ito. Jupi- 
ter ,) whoſe nanic was Tawrss, that 
carried Exropa into Crete out of Tyre, 
as he had carried many other Maids 
captive thence. before. WOT: 
 Hyl.. But whatis this Story of a Bul/ 
hw that-ofthe Cow the Breammans ſpeak 
of 
_ Philoth, Very much, Hyloberes. For 
I muſt- confeſs I think it is ſuch _ 
ET ther 
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ther Homonymie of words, the fame ff 
word fgm ip 4% a Cow orioxe, 
andia C that is, an Angel, in the 
Oriental Tongues, Is it not he Ex« $0 
for? h na 
\Exiſti The Crititks do writs of fome 
ſuch &ey mologies.  :+ © 
Philoth. And. [therefore a wiſer 
the Brammanr , unleſs: they 
have loſt their. Pyzhagovrich Tradition; 
ſurclyunderftand by 'this Tranſmiſti N 
on of good tmens'Souls into'the 
of 'a Gow, the aflecution of. the obu 
rabickor Angeliah body, which isthe 
gredteft: reward of the vettuous\Soul 
Kenner nkrhedof alles 6 
eg0r7ch Purgations. 77 (7211 2111 b1 
7); This 1s an/ tedab fur} 
prizingacoonnt of tharſ grod 
Coriceit of the Ivdlan BY, 116) 
Cxph. It it wasSy mbbliekl, 
Philoth. They of Nerſing. are Wor- 
ſhippers of the San ard Mogndyi FÞ 
' Hyl. It may be ſo: A groſs nd 
ſorriſh Religion. - 
Philoth. And they have a Traditi- _ 
on, that when either of 'themi'are |< 
eclipſed, 


ipſed;) they are bit by the gs; 
Dragon. ' 
| +Hy4. On my life, their Polefina are 
concealed Almaudck-makers , 3, ang 
[ſhave turned into. 2 ſuperſtitious Pa- 
ſable (which thei Pdople underſtand 
not ) the Philoſophy. of. Capas and 
anda. Driconis. ; : vr 
Philoth. ,Then you, fe anothey real 


Truth wrapt up in the Homouyme of 


words 5> and that:tlfieis pd Sottiſhneſs 
inthe Prieſts of, ; butiqurlg- 
tofance:[that - underſtand not. their 
Mytheloge.: Who kobws therefore 
but that they may be as ſubtilinctheir 
Worſhi ping 'tha$uyand Modny and 


Vang 


at js in them and\ia.all 


ns the. Enroptevs: plead for 


their Worſbipping 1 ,thaticthey 
W or Chrift. insbem.7 1d; 
Hyl. In this they may be both alike 
lubrali or ſottiſh. 
Exiſs..\ But was- there ever any con- 
ceit ſo filly asthat. of ſome of the 4+ 
mericans,:( though: I have forgot the 
Coutery! wherein:they live ,.) _ 
ave 
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Dept worſbipindt themyrbut | 


. B65 
: 
WS 
Tov 
i 
% 
4 
2 * 
A 
- 
4 


have this Tradition amongſt theni,}] E 


phrore: 
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That God ſhot a multitude -of Ar. 
rows into the Ground, from whence tl 
ſprung Men and Women, and'thaf ; 
. 992 the World was peopled- 3 p 
Cuph. It may be it 19a Riddle con-if \ 
cerning the! wes! Joriltir, | + 1 
Hyl. What a youthfull conceit 
has:your er thpt1 into: > O©uple 


0 lt's xo0d! enough to alloy 
monglſt the' Hwericans. | > 

all W hat 2: then you have' Jeft p 

off: being. aan. gens: o for 'theſfſ tc 


Paynims. - 3 -- n 
Cuph. It were Ss wit to. defen "1 
them. in fo flight” a matter.  -'- P 


\ Bath. It may be the firſt Axkthou vi 
of that Arrigmencets no defchog, w” V 
Pazable' bears ſo fair an Anal S 
that pafſage ſomewhere in' Plot? is n 
nos abuts 7) Af Bones Gd, it It 

Cuph. Why, do you think; Bath ri 
0s , that Pythagoras or Plato. very { 
travelled into America e | O 

Bath, No, but there may have r 
been wiſe men in all parts of theſſ k 

RAP) 
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Earth , for vught I know, who. in 
Symbols and Parables have infculped 
the memorials of their Wiſedome in 
the mindes and memories of rude 
people 5 as ſome walking in ſolitary 
Woods or Groves carve their Names 
inthe Barks of Trees, which grow 
with the growth of the Tree they 
arecarved. on. But it may be In a 
little time men know as little of the 
meaning of theſe Parables, as the 
Stock or Bark of a Tree does of the 
perſon whole name it bears. And to 
tell the rude people of the myſticall 
meaning of their Traditionall Alle- 
gories, as if the Story were but a 
Parable, but the Myſtery the Truth, 
would be as harſh to their minds, as it 
would be hard to a Tree, if it had 
Senſe, to have the true Effigies of the 
man whoſe name it bears carved on 
it, in lieu of the Name which it has al- 
ready, and which has grown and 
ſpread 1n the Bark with the growth 
of the Iree. It would be as dolo- 
rous to them as uſing the Incifion- 
knife to carve their hve fleſh. And 
Gg ' there- 
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therefore it would make them furi- 
oully oppoſe the mamifeſtation of the 
Truth. 
Hyl. What pretty unexpected 
fetches has the thoughtfull mind of 
Bathynons ! But I eagerly deſire that 
Phitotheus would hold on 1n lis pro- 
| poſed Method. 
 TheTvix® Philoth. In the Third place there- 
| Corb4®/i fore, Hylobares, you are to conſider, 
| Fhat the prejudice of Cuſtome may 
{o infect our Phancies, that for mat- 
ter of Ornaments of the body or o- 
ther crvil Ceremonies, we may un- 
4aWares tax thoſe that are really as 
good as our own. LFhere 1s a great 
latitude mrl:cfe things, and they vary 
even in the moſt Civilzed places 
from one cxtreme to another , and 
that very often 1n one Ape : and the 
Habits of our Fathers or Grandfa- 
thers fcem as ſtrange to us as thole of 
Strangers and Foxeiners. | 
Hyl. This is a Point that leaſt of all 
troubles me, Phzlothens. 


| The Fo:rth Philoth. But Fourthly, As for Mo- 
EF  Coi'/idf de hs : 
Wis ral Deformities and Extravagancies, 


Divine Dialogues; 
it has been hinted already, that there 
being Folly and Wickedneſs all over 
the World, it 1s better there ſhould be 
this variegation of It, then that it 
ſhould be every-where in the fame 
dreſs;that ſeeing tt out of the more fa- 
miliar habit, we may the more eafily 


diſcern the uglineſs of it, and the . 


more courageoutly hoot at it, and fo 
at laft heartily detcſt it, be it in what 
mode or habit it will. Thus is Vanity 
and Vileneſs laughed and jcared at 
even upon its own Stage, while it is 
in aQing, and in due time will, 1t may 
be, quite be hifled off the Stage by 
the SpeCtatours; that is to ſay, they 
will be as much aſhamed to frame dark 
and diſmall Idol-Imaginations of God, 
as to worſhip the- Devil 3, and tolive as 
if there were no God in the World, as to 
profeſs openly they think there is none. 

Sophr. I pray God haſten thoſe 
Times, Philothexs. 

Philop. Amen, I pray God. 

Philoth. Fifthly, you are to conſ1- 
der, Hylobares, That this T erreſtri- 


all Globe is the very Dregs of the 
Go 2 World, 
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World, and the moſt proper Region 
of Evil; and that therefore to judge 
of the full benignity of Divine Pro- 
vidence by what we find here, were 
to meaſure the Happineſs of ſome fa- 
mouſly-flouriſhing and excellently- 
well-ordered City by the condition 
of them that live in the Hoſpitals or 
Gaols. For, according to the opinl- 
on of the ancient Philoſophers, Phzlo, 
Plato and others, there may be many 
Aereall and /Ethereall Concamerati- 
ons above this Earth and lower Air 
well repleniſhed with happy Souls or 
Spirits, ſuch as are arrived to that 
condition that Plutarch ſets down in 
this ZFnigma, That they are the Citi- 
zens of that Region where the Inha- 
bitants eat #20 Aeat. nor do their Bodies 
caſt any Shadow. | 

Hyl. That's a good and comforta- 
ble conſideration to thoſe that re- 
joyce more In the good of the Uni- 
verſe then their own. 

Philoth. And thoſe that are ſuch 
curious Enquirers into Providenee 
ought to be ſo minded. But I proceed. 

Sixthly, 
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Sixthly , therefore, conſider , That 
whatſoever evil mankinde groans un- 
der, they have brought it on their 
own heads by their Diſobedience 
f and revolting from the Firſt Good , 
and by preferring the full (windge of 
the Arcimal life before the orderly 
Pleaſures and warrantable Joys of 
the Divine. 

Sophr. And therefore, Philothexs , 
I think we have greater reaſon to 
magnifie the Mercy of God, when we 
ſee any ſad Objed@ in the World, that 
every man isnot in ſo ill a condition, 
( whenas we have all made our ſelves 
obnoxious thereto ) then to repine 
againſt Providence, becauſe we ſee 
ſome are. | 

Philoth. You ſay very well, So- 
phron3 and we may allo adde, That 


there are very few in the world ſo 


miſerable, but they would take it ve- 
ry hainoully of any one whom they 
underſtood to goe about to take away 
their life. | 


Becauſe ( whichis to be obſerved Treveverth | 
Ec 0nfratras 7 
6 IE 


1n the Seventh place) the Lapſe © 
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Man ( as touching Happineſs) is but 

into leſſer Enjoyments, out of God's 
blefling ( as the Proverb is ) into the 

warm Sunz he catching at Good even 

then, if we may believe Socrates, 

when he cloſes with that which we 

ought in ſuch circumſtances of De: 

tect or Obliquity to call by the name 

of Evil. I 

Sophr. And good realon too, Phi- 

lothens. 

| Th: Figch Philoth. Eighthly , we are to take 
| Cofidea- rotice, That in the moſt diſadvanta- 


PY geous parts of the World there is a 
| poſiibility of Emerging out of the 
Wickedneſs and Ignoxance of the 


place, if a manbe f/cere : If he be 
not, his Hypocrifte 18 7pſo fe&o puni- 
ſhed. For thoſe that of late years 
have gone about to convert the 
Indians to the Faith, have found 
them very capable, and not onely lo, 
but excceding witty and ſubtil , no- 
thing inferiour to the Civiſized Nati- 
ons, asI have heard from them that 
have made obſervation. And I doubt 
not butif Exwifior would make it his 
| buli- 
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buſtoeſs to ſet out the commendable 
things amongſt the barbarous Nati- 
ons, 2s Much as he has thoſe things 
that look the moſt- horridly and re- 
prochfully, it would alleviate Hylo- 
bares his melancholick Conceits of 
things very much. 

Eniſt. I muſt confeſs, Philothews , XX'V- 
that 1 meet with ſuch Specimine of nfavces ol 
Peace and Righteouſneſs amongſt the Morality 2 
barbarous Nations ſo called, that it j\; 3.1% 1 
were deſirable we could finde the like rus Nati- | 
amongſt us Chriſtians. I he barbarous 
Americans themſelves ſcek future 
av & mars from theſe Principles pro- 
miſing that Prize to the juſt and 

peacefull, and adjudging the 1njuri- 
Gus , cruel and covetous to a dark, 
llippery and diſconſolate PHgrimage 
after this life, where they ſhall cut 
their Fect with hard Flints, and enjoy 
no comfort , reſt, nor quict in any 
thing. Whence Hathney, a Peruvian 
Noble-man , would not be baptized, 
| becauſe he would not goe to the place 
where the cruel and covetous Spari- 
ards went, though they caiied it by 
G g 4 the 
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the ſpecious name of Heaven. I ſhould 
think as much from fear of being in 
like condition after this hfe with 
theſe bloudy Manſlayers, as out of 
deteſtation of their accurſed Compa- 
nie: whoſe inſatiable defire after 
Gold made them inſufferably injuri- 
ous, to the ſhame of all Chriſtendom, 
as if they had no other God but this 
as a Braſtlian upbraided to them, who 
took upa Wedge of Gold, ſaying, 
Behold the God of the Chriſtians. 

Sophr. So eaſie a thing ig it far one 
ſon of Wickedneſs to reproch ano- 
ther, 

Exiſs. But if you reade but the de- 
{cription of the Country of AZarg in 
the Eafi-Indies, and of their King 
Fakfur, as Paulus Venetws ets things 
down, with what Juſtice , .Peacefu]- 
neſs and Kindneſs all affairs were ad- 
miniſtred, qnd with what Security 
they lived, and how ſafely Strangers 
might travel] night and day through 
all parts of his large Kingdome, and 
that though Tradesmen left open 
their Shops by night, no man would 

St enter 
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enter to ſteal any thing z you would 
beſtow a better title on theſe ſurely , 
O Sophron, then you did on the Spa- 
miard or Brafilian. 

Sophr. They ſeem to deſerve a bet- 
ter, Exiſtoy. 

Exiſt. The like charaQter particu- 
larly does Ludovicws Patritizs give of 
the City Cambaia, averring that they 
keep moſt profeſledly to that royal 
Law, nod tibi fier: non vs, alteri 
ne feceris. 

Hyl. But where find you any ſuch 
examples in the Weſt-Indies, Eniſtor? 
For that is the moſt notorious Region 
of Barbarity. | | 

Ewiſt, It cannot be denied. And 
yet bn ſee they have a diſcrimination 
of and Evil, by that Story of 
Hathney the Braſilian. And even that 
People which Americus Yeſputins de- 
ſcribes 1n his firſt Voiage, to be as re- 
mote from all that which we call 
Civility as can be, they being without 
Government, Laws, or Clothing, yet 
thetr Humanity and Kincnels to 
Strangers 1s ſaid to exceed all belict3 
they 
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they receiving them when they were 
landed with all expreſſions of Joy 
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ang Gladneſs, with _ and Dan- 
ces, with Mirth and Junkettings, of- 


fering them every thing they found 


pleaſing to themſelves , and doing all 


honour and reſpect imaginable to 


them, inviting them by their Friend- 
lineſs and Hoſpitality no Jes then 
eighteen leagues into their Country, 
and entertaining them thus liberally 
nine dates from place to place. And 
as they waited on them 1n ſuch nume- 
rous companies, 1t they ſaw any of 
the Strangers wearicd, they would of 
themſelves eaſe them by carrying 
them 1n their Hamocks, and were 


wonderfully officious in conveying. 


them over Rivers, by ſleights and ar- 
tifices they had, for both their caſe 
and ſafety. Happy he that had the 


opportunity of ſhewing his Kindneſs 


to any one of them, in getting him 
on his Back or Neck to ſwim over the 
River with him. With theſe high, but 
natura], ſtrains of real Civility and 
Humanity did they conduct the Stran- 

ers 


—_ a<©_ wes [KL FA 


Divine Dialogues, 


gers alſo back again to their Ships. 
Where they having entertain'd them 
ior a day, and after given them no- 
tice that they were to go away next 
morning, the Natives having ſuffici- 
ently pleaſed themſelves in viewing 
and admiring the Jargeneſs and ar- 
titicialneſs of their Veſlells, they 
very friendly took leave, and left 
them. 
Cuph. It had been a pretty expert 
ment to have ſhot oft ſome of the 
Cannon while theſe poor ignorant 
Paynims were 1n the midft of their 
aſtoniſhment and admiration. 


Eriſt. T hey did ſo, Cuphophron, ha- 


ving no delign to experiment any 


thing, but onely to diſcharge a Gun or 
two according as is uſual on ſuch oc- 
calions. But it had a ridiculous effeCt. 

Cuph. I pray you tell what, Eviftor. 

Exiſt. Thole that were on the 
| Shore leapt into the Sca, and dived 3 
as Frogs afirighted at ſome ſudden 
noiſe or diſturbance leap from among 
the Graſs or Fl:gs on the bank into 


the River. 
Cuph. 
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Cuph. I underitood before they 


were able Swimmers. 

Euiſt. To admiration, Cxphophroe. 

Sophr. But that was not ſo well 
done of Americus and his Company, 
to terrifie them ſo with ſo ſudden and 
dreadfull a noiſe, after all their Civi- 
lities. 

Exiſt. It (card them indeed, but 
they ſoon perceived the Strangers 
meant them no hurt; and they had 
no grounds of fearing any Injury from 
them, being conſcious to themſelves 
of meaning them none, and of having 
done all Kindneſs to them they could. 

Philoth. You ſee, Hylobares, how 
much of the Law of Reaſon and Good- 
neſs 15 implanted even in thoſe Nati- 
ons that are to the utmoſt barbarous, 


they are 92dvporv, Lovers of man- 


kinde, Or #1aZrro, | 
Exiſt. Why may we not then adde 

that which follows in Homer, 

——yab ofiy voes 8 Jnud\g ? 


Philoth. That's a very high expreſ- 


_ fron, Eniſtor, for them 3 but nat un- 


applicable to the beſt fort of Chriſti- 


ans. 
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ans, For our of#n Religion teſtifies 
that God is Love, and that Love is 
the fulfilling of the Law. | 

Hyl. It is a chearfull conſideration, 
that there is the emergency of ſo 
much Good in a people that ſeemed 
in ſo ſqualid and forlorn a condition, 
and ſoutterly hopeleſs. 

Philoth. But imagine, Hylobares, a 


Nation or Country in as fqualid and ;; 


forlorn a condition as you will , this 
may alſo, in the Ninth place,caſe your 
PRaneFs That though the Succeſſion 
of ſuch a Nation continue for many 
Ages, yet the particular Souls that 
make up this Succeſſion in ſuch a dif- 
advantageous abode, their Stay is but 


ſhort,but their ſubſiſtence everlaſting 


after this life. So that their ſtay here 
is nothing in compariſon of their du- 
ration hereafter. Do 

Hyl. This indeed were ſomething, 
Philothews, if their quitting of this 
Life were a rcleaſe from all that e- 
vil that hangs about them here. 

Phileth, Who knows , Hylobares , 


but the preſent Diſadvantages to 
chem 
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them that are ſincere thay prove Ad- 


vantages to them in the other ſtate; 


and by how much more forcibly they | 
| ſeemed to be born down toEvil here, 


that by the ſpecial Providence of 
God , at the releaſment of the Soul 
from the Body , there is the more 
ſtrong and peremptory Reſeltency 
from this ſordid Region of Miſery 
and Sin ? 

Hyl. If that be, your Argument 1s 
not devoid of force, nor do I know 
how to confute it. For I know you 
will fay , that what-ever Good does 
accrue to ſuch fincere Souls, it is in 
virtue of the mrraculous Revelation 
of Jeſws Chrift tothem. 

Philoth. You conjecture right. 


Hyl. But what ſhall we think of 


thoſe Barbarians in whom there ne- 
ver was any thing of the Dzvzze Life, 
nor ary moral poſſibility of acquiring 
It? 

Philoth. If this were, which is hard 
to admit, I muſt confe(s I could not 
think fo hardly of God, as to imagine 


that they muſt anſwer for that Depo- 


ſtunt 
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tes that never was put into their 
hands. And therefore it were the 


ſafeſt to conceive, which you may - 


note in the Tenth place, ( nor can 
we define any thing more determi- 
natcly axrgens” That they will be 
committed to ſuch a ſtate after this 
Life as is moſt ſutable and proportio- 
nable to ſuch a Creature, To which 
you may adde in the laſt place, That 
on the Stage of this Earth, a through- 
ly-caſtigated Body , though it be the 
fitteſt habitacle for the Divine Light 
and Heaverly Life to abide in, yet it 
is more inept for the enjoyment of 
that more full and ſenſible Sweetneſs 
of the 4A1imal or Beftial; and that fo 
Reflexive and Animadverſive a Spirit 
as the Soul of Man given up wholly 
to the pleaſures of the Arimal Lite 
reaps an higher meaſure of delight 
therefrom, and that with more pun- 
tual and pompous Circumſtances , 
then any. Beaſt whatſoever. Sor, re- 
member that thou in thy life-time recei- 
ve ood things, &c. © 
F-vr4 " pun underſtand you, 


Phils- 
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Philothews , and cannot but applaud 

the felicity of your Invention , that 

has hit upon ſo many and ſo pertinent 

Conſiderations to bear up the minde 

of Hylobares from ſinking into any i= 

\:  Diſtruſt of the Goodneſs of Provi- ll. 

 XXv., dence. But, methinks, I could adde ſl 
; — oof ,. one Conlideration more, to make the 
\ pewous kca- number even, and ſuch as will meet 

Jos ») with the moſt paſſionate expreſſion &} + 

E Giſoloe in Hylobares his Complaint z as if God ſh 

che 0r!4, ſhould rather diſſolve the World in an fl 

Parte ©, high indignation againſt the Miſcarria- £ſ 

ze the 'S : 

groſs 1i/- ges of It , there ſuffer it to go on in fl 


| canbae's '® (ch a wilde courſe as it ſeems to have 
#; with 


- 
as. " TLIGOGIS” — an So — 


| 4d So- the molt barbarous Pagans. My Me- 
” £44:n,z. ditation, I muſt confels, is ſomething 
 werſorss Metaphyſicall; butT hope it is not a- 
| fore, bovethe capacity of Hylobares to un- 
derſtand it. 

Philoth. That he will beſt know 
when you have delivered your ſelf 
of it, Cupbophron. 

Cxph. The ſumme of it is to this pur- 
pole, ( and I with my ſelf better ſuc- 

s cels then formerly, for I haye been 
'E | | vary 


very unlucky in my delivering my 
ſelf hitherto ) That--the univerſal 
Object of Man's Underſtanding, Re- 
ligion and Veneration, 1s much-what 
according to that Inſcription in the 
Temple of Iſs or Alinerva,in Sais, an 
ancient City of AZeypt , Ew #%w nav 
T0 Woves, x; G2, x) kan doer , x' # $uov TwGArv 
ePeis mo Irnilds dmg, T am whatſ0- 
ever was, is, or is to come. and no mor- 
tal hitherto has ever uncovered my 
veil. This I conceive is the hid- 
den Eflence of the eternal God,, who 
is all, and from whom all things are 
in ſuch ſort, as that they may in ſome 
ſenſe be ſaid ſtill to be him. | 
_Hyl: This is Hypermetaphyſicall, O 
Cuphophron, very highly turgent and 
myſterious. What do you mean ? 
That God is ſothe Eſlence and Sub- 
ſtance of all things, that they are but 
as dependent Accidents of him ? It 


there were nothing but Matter in the 


World, this Riddle would be caſily 
intelligible in this ſenſe, 'and all Phe- 
nomena What-ever would be but the 
Modifications of this one Subſtance. 

| H h But 
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But for my own part, I was abun- 
dantly convinced by the firſt day's 
diſcourſe, That there is an Inmove- 
eble Subſtance diſtin from that; of the 
Moveable Matter : which diſtinQion is 
fo palpable, that nothing can be ſaid 
to be God in any good ſenſe but God 
himſelf, at leaſt no Materia/thing can. 

Cuph. You have almoſt ſtruck quite 
out of my thoughts what I was a-go- 
ing toſay next, Hylobares. 

Philep. Cuphephron ſeems to be full 
of ſomething 3. I pray you give him 
leave to vent himſelf. 

Cr:ph. IT have recovered it. Now 
I ſay , whatſoever is repreſented to 
the Soul is not God himſelf, but ſome 
exteriour manifeſtation : #* ze wor m- 
7Avv udicis re Sr8)ds «own ty. And what- 
ſoever is more eminent and extraor- 
dinary, Nature from religious Com- 


plexions has eafily extorted venera- 


tion thereto, it being as it were a 
more ſenſible appearance or viſible 
ſtirrmg of that greet Godhead that 
inhabits this auguſt Temple of the 
World. Wherefore God and his holy 

Temple 
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Temple filling all places, the paſlio- 
mte Motions of all Creatures are a 
kinde of Divine Worſhip, they every- 
where ſeeking and crouching to him 
to enjoy ſome Benedidion of him, or 
dſe finging his Praiſes in triumphant 
Accents, and in tranſporting expreſ- 
ſions of their preſent Enjoyments 
ſome even waſting themſelves in the 
complacency they take, though in bur 
ſmaller matters which he beltows on 
ther, or rather permits them to 
take them, though he could wiſh 


they would make choice of better. 


But theſe, though ſmall in them- 
ſelves, ſeem great tothem that are 
pleaſed with them; theſe leſſer com- 
muntcations of the embodied Excel- 
tencies of the Deity ſo filling their 
puſillanimous ſpirits with Joy and 
Rapture,that they even willingly for- 
feit all the reſt, and turn as it were 
Martyrs and Self-ſacrificers to but ſo 
faint a Shadow or ſcant Reſemblance 
of the firſt uncreated Perfe@ior: : 
whoſe beautifull Nature 1s ſolidly 
born witneſs unto by ſo ready and 

Hh 2 con- 
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conſtant a Profeſſion, (though many 
times with ſad Aﬀter-inconveniences) 
and by ſo religious an adheſion to ſo 
{lender and evanid Emanations 
thereoft. Which Miſtakes therefore 
ſhould in all ikelthood move Pity 
rather then Vengeance inthe Deity, 
whoſe meaner gifts are ſo highly 
prized and received with ſuch _—_ 
Devotion. Wherefore as uglily diſ- 
ordered as the affairs of mankinde 
{cem, Hylobares has no reaſon to con- 
ceit that God's Vengeance muſt be 
preſently poured down upon their 
heads, they not ſo much reproching 
him, as befooling themſelves, by their 
111 choice. | 

Hyl. What think you, Gentlemen? 
has not Cxphophron made a very ra- 
pturous Harangue ? 


Sophr. If the full ſtream of his 


Phancy and Eloquence had 'not car- 


ried away his Judgement, and miſs-led 
it into ſuch ſcandalous expreſlions as 
well as real Miſtakes, the Muſick of 
his words had been no offence to 
n1ne cars. But to me it ſeems the re- 

mainder 
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mainder of yeſternight's Reſverie 
which he fell into when he had fo 
plentifully imbib'd the Evening-Air 
impregnated with the moiſt Influence 


of the Moon, which it ſeems has gi- | 


yen him this ſecond Intoxication. For 
though his words paſs the tongue ve- 
ry glibly, yet the fake of ſome paſla- 
ges ſeems very unſound to me, and to 


e rather the wild fetches of Wit and 


Phancy, then the ſuggeſtion of true 
Reaſon : As that they that make ſuch 
an affectionate choice of meaner good 
things, Pleaſure, {uppoſe, in ſtead of 
Vertue, ſeem notwithſtanding religi- 
outly ro give glory to God, in that 
they ſo highly elteem theſe leſler 
ſhadows w, that Fulneſs and Perfe- 
(tion that isin Him 5 whenas really it 
is a reproch to God, to have thoſe 
things that are Ilcaſt hke him pre- 
 ferr'd by a rational Creature before 
thoſe things that are moſt Iike him, 
as true Vertne and the Divine Life 
molt certainly is. This therefore 1s 
extravagantly falſe and ſcandalous. 


Beſides that it is a groſs afiront to the 
Hah 23 - Ab 
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 Horld, 


choice of one thing, that we will 
make choice of another. 

Hyl. You have ſaid enough, O So- 
phraz, to enervate all ſuch {light pre- 
tenſions. Theſe Mogn-fbize Conce- 
ptions of Cyphephrex are very abor- 
tive, and ſuddenly vaniſh 1n ſo clear 
a Light. Beſides, if there had been 
any force of Reaſon mingled with 
his high-flown Eloquence, what 


makes it to the main Deſign, That 


Providence has its Rule and Meaſure 
; from the Divine Goodneſs? 

| " 41  Philop. You unmerciully fall upon 
* Hylobares ; 

| asy »7/a- the rear of thole many Conſiderati- 
- #*fY4t9% ons which Philothews and Cuphophroz 
chin? the S 

Goezineſs of Dave joyntly offered you. But what 
Provi= think you of the whole Body, Hylo- 
bares £ Is your Scepticiſm 1n this point 
| ſadSciceof CoPpowerfull as ſtil] to be able to bear 
 thinsStthe up againſt them ? 

 Hyl. I muſt confeſs, O Philopolis, 
that many things have been iugge- 
ted from Philethews that are very 
conſiderable, and much to the purpoſe 
they aimat : but Iam ſo in love with 
| | the 
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 _. Almighty, whenas he bids us make 
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the Opinion, Thet the Goodneſs 
God is the meaſure of his cn 
that the deſire I have fit ſhould be 
true, It may be, makes the Defence 
thereof ſeem weaker to me then it is. 
I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, I do not 
find my ſelf ſo perfectly yet at caſe in 
my minde touching this matter 3 and 
Cuphophron's ſhrewd Reflexions on 
the Analogies of the Miſcarria- 
ges of the Civilized Nations which 
they bear to thoſe of the moſt bar- 
barous in Manners and Religion, have 
rather rankled the Sore then healed 
it , and have made 1t the more 1n- 
curable. oh 
Cuph. Was ever man ſo unfortu- 
nate as in my oafficiouſneſs to ſerve 
my Friends with that ſmall pittance 
of Wiſedome that God and Nature 
have beſtowed upon me? When 1 
reaſon /hrewaly, that 1s to ſay, ſolzaly, 
then I feſter the Sore 5 when my Ar- 
guments naturally tend to mollifie , 
ſoften and aſiwage the anguiſh of the 
Sore, then they are weak, abortrve, 
Moon-ſhine-Conceptions. Well, I ſee 
Hh 4 the 
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the Fates caſt the whole honour upon 
Philothews of curing Hylobares his Ma- 
lady. And I wiſh him good Succeſs 
therein. | | 

Philoth. I thank you, Cxphophron. 
And I ſhall ſoon find out what my 
Succeſs is like to be, by asking Hyle- 
bares but one Qiieſtion. 

Hyl. 1 pray do, Philothews : I ſhall 
anſwer you with all treedome. 
 Philoth. Tell me then, Hylobares , 
whether you do not think that ſome 
free Agents, whether the Spirits of 
Angels or of Men , may not ſo misbe- 
have themſelves, that if you ſaw them 
tumbling in ſtifling flames of Brim- 
ſtone, and heard them howling for 
extremity of Torture, and hideouſly 
blaſpheming God out of an impeni- 
tent vexation of mind and diabolical 
hxedneſs in that which is evil, being 
committed to a State of Devils and of 
Hell; whether, notwithſtanding the 
diſmalneſs of this Tragicall ſight, you 
cannot eaſily conceive but that ſuch a 
ſtate of things, though it were all 
over the face of the Earth, might 


conliſt 


Ct 
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confiſt with the Juſtice and Goodneſs 
of God ? 

_ Hyl. With that part of his Good- 
neſs which we call Juſtice, you mean, 
Philothens. 

Philoth. Be it ſo, Hylobares. 

Hyl. That I was convinced of ye- 
ſterday, by your Parable of the de- 
floured Virgin, and the condign pu- 
niſhment of the Villain that Nod 
her and abuſed her ſo barbaroully 
that, even inſuch Severity as tended 
not at all to theEmendation of the pu- 
niſhed, the infliction notwithſtanding 
of the Puniſhment might have its 
riſe and take its reaſons and meaſures 
from Goodneſs it (clf.. 

Philoth. Can you ſtick to this with- 
out any dithdence, Hylobares ? 

Hyl. Yes ſurely, this ſeems to mea 
clear cate. 

Phileth.” Why then, Hylobares , I 


have one ſingle CathoFron , which, if 


you canxecelve it, will quite purge 
out of your minde the loweſt, the laſt, 
and the leaſt remaining dregs of Dit- 
fidence that you can have rect 

tne 
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the Goodneſs of Previdence , though 
the Scene of things quite aver the 
Earth were ten times worſe then Ex- 
iſtgr has deſcribed them. 

Hyl. I marry, Sir, this is ſomething 
indeed, Philothews. T his 1s that which 
will clear up my thoughts to the pur- 
pole, and fer me at perfect eaſe, | 
thought there was ſome great thing 
wanting ſtill to the full fſatisfation 
and quiet of my Minde : I beleech 
you let me know it therefore, Philo- 
thews. 

Philoth. It is one of the Two fawoms 
Keys of Providence, even the Golden 
one. 

Hyl. Why, are there juſt Two? 

Phileth. Iwo main ones. 

Hyl. Andif the one be Gold,I pray 
you what is the other? a Silver-one ? 

Philoth. So they call it. 

Hyl. O how I long to have theſe 


| Keys delivered into my hand! I pray 


you, Philotbexs, produce them. 


Philoth. Not while Bathynous is in 


_ the company. 
Hyl. Why lo, Philotheus 8 Bathy- 


70us 


nous ſeems one of the yorthieſt per- 
ſons in the whole Company to re- 
ceive them. | 
 Philoth. You would fay ſo, if you 
knew all. 

Hyl. I pray you conceal nothing 
from me. 

Philoth. It was he that firſt recei- 
ved them, and that many years ago, 
when he was ſcarce older then your 
ſelf : And therefore none of us think 
it decorous to take upon us to deliver 
theſe Keys toany one While he is in 
preſence , we ever reſerving that ho- 
nour to him that firſt received them, 

Hyl. That's an handſome Ceremo- 
ny. O thrice Dappy Youth, whom 
the bright face of Wiſedame fo ear- 
ly ſhined upon! But, I pray you, 

where did he reccive theſe Keys, Phi- 
lotbens £ 

Philoth. In a Dream. 

Hyl. What, has all my expeCtation 
then vaniſbed into a Dream ? 

Eniſft. You know, Hylobares, what 
high ttrains of Fhilolophy are deli- 
vered 10 Sommnins $cipionis. 


| 
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Hyl. You fay right, I was but im 
jeſt, and —_ no leſs Truth now, 
nor of meaner importance, then be- 
fore. 

Eniſt. I pray you, Bathynous, what 
kind of Dream was it? For there are 
five ſeverall ſorts, according to Me 
crobins, namely, "09G, Ozg wa, Xpnpce 
mnouds, *Evvmvor, $1v1amue. 

Bath. Truly , Exiſtor , I have not 
yet conſidered that fo Critically, ne- 
ver ſince I had it. 

Exiſt. But you could eafily tell me, 
did I but deſcribe the natures of theſe 
five ſeverall ſorts of Dreams to you. 

Hyl. O impertinent Exzrſtor , that 
would({t cauſe ſuch needlels delaies 
by catching at this occaſion of ſhew- 
ing thy skil in Critical Trifles, whiles I 


1n the mean time am almoſt quite con: 


ſumed with exceſs of delire to have 
ſo important an Arcamm communica- 
ted unto me, for the eſtabliſhing my 
Minde 1n that great and fundamental 
Truth I fo eagerly ſeek after | 

Exiſt, Let me beg of you, Bathy- 
nous , tO put Hylobares out of _ . 
or 
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HY for I ſee he is highly impatient. 


Bath. It is a Dream I had in my 


'Eyouth, of an Old man of a grave 


countenance and comportment ſpea- 
king unto me in a Wood, 

Euiſt. That very intimation ſhews 
it to be that kinde of-Dream that the 
Greeks call Xenualiovds, the. Latines Ora- 
culum. 

Hyk. A good Omen, EFuiftor, I 
thank you for that. I] forgive thee 
all thy Criticall Impertinencies here- 
after for this paſſage ſake. 

Exiſt. And I will jointly beg of Ba- 
thynoxs totell us this Dream of his ; 
for I amalmoſt as eager of it as your 
ſelf. I would fain ſee how exquiſite 
an example it 1s of that kinde of 
Dream which in Ergliſh we ſhould call 
an Oracle. 

Bath. I profeſs, Gentlemen, I am 
much aſhamed to ſeem fo light-min- 
ded as ta, tell my Dreams before 
A_— eſpecially before ſo grave 
a perſon as Philopolis. 

Hyl. The proper term, Bathynons, 
is not a Dreazs, but an Oracle. 


Bath. 
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Bath; Put I am more aſhamed to 
ptetend to ſpeak Oracles then to tell 
my Dreams. 

Cuph. You did not ſpeak the Ora- 
cle, but the Otatle was ſpoke to you. 

Bath.But if I had not ſpoke it after- 
wards, Cuphophron, none of yort had 
ever heard tt. 


Philop. Call it a Dream, or an Ord 


cle, or an Oracular Drea#7, 1t matters 
not, Bathywous, ſo we may enjoy the 
hearing of t. For I am nenther fo 
unskilfull nor moroſe as to have the 
flghter concert of any one for tel- 
ting his Dream, eſpectally ir fach 
cireamſtances : nay, I think it is his 
duty rathet fo to doe. 

Bath. Welf then, ſiace it muſt be 
ſo, Gentlerttn, upori the permiffion 
of Philopolis and the importunity of 
Hylobarts , | hall recite to you my 
Dreary as exquifitely and briefly as F 
cari. You maſt know then, firſt; phi- 
lopolis , of what an anxious and 
thoughtfull Genins F was from my ve- 
ry Childhood, and what a deep' and 
(trong ſenfe F hadof the Exifterce of 

Goa, 
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God, and what an early Conſcienci- 
ouſneſs of approving my ſelf to him 3 
and how, whenT had arrived to riper 
years of Reaſon-, and was imbued 
with ſome [lender Rudiments of Phi- 
loſophy , I was not then content to 
think of God in the groſs onely , but 
n to conlider his Nature more di- 
ſtintly and accurately , and to con- 
template and compare his Attributes 5 
and how, partly from the natural Sen- 
timents of my own Minde,partly from 
the countenance and authority of ho- 
ly Scripture, I did confidently con- 
clude that infinite Power , Wiſedome 
and Goodneſs, that theſe three were 
the chiefeſt and moſt comprehenlive 
Attributes of the Divine Nature, and 
that the ſovereign of theſe was his 
Goodneſs, the Summity and Flower , 
as I may fo ſpeak, of the Divinity, and 
that particularly whereby the Souls 
of men become Dzvize 3 whenas the 
largeſt communication of the other, 
without this, would not make them 
Divine, but Dewils. 
In the mean time, being verſed m 
no 
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no other natural Philoſophy nor Me- 
taphyſicks but the vulgar, and ex- 
pecting the Laws of the externall 
Creation, whether viſible or inviſi- 
ble,ſhould be ſutable to that excellent 
and lovely Tdea of the Godhead 
which with the molt ſerious devo 
tion and afteCtion I entertained in my 
own breaſt, my Minde was for a long 
time charged with inextricable Puz 
zles and Difficulties, to make the Phe- 
1omena of the World and vulgar Opt 
nions of men 1n any tolerable way ts 
conſort or ſate with theſe two chiet 
ct Attributes of God, his Wiſedome 
and his Goodneſs, Theſe Meditation 
cloſed mine eyes at night 3 theſe ſalu- 
ted my memory the firſt in the mor: 
ning : Theſe accompanied my re- 
mote and ſolitary walks into Field 


and Woods ſometimes fo early, 


when moſt of other mortals keep 
their Beds. 
It came to paſs therefore , O Phils 


polis, that one Summer-morning ha- 


ving role much more early then 


ordinary, and having walk'd fo long 
"1. 


'P 
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zi a certain Wood ( which I had a-dence, cor- 1 
good while frequented) that I v5 
thought fit to reſt my ſelf on the-riord Hy. 


ground, having ſpent my Spirits, part-; ?**b<6s. 


ly by long motign of:my Body, but 
mainly by -want of Sleep, and over- 


anxious and ſolicitous thinking , of 


ſuch Difficulties as Hy/obares either 


has already, or, as I deſcry'd at firſt, 
is likely: to propoſe 3 I ſtrajghtway- 
xepolkl my wearie Limbs amongſt 
the Graſs and: Flowers at the foot of 
2 broad-ſpred flouriſhing Oak, where 
the gentle freſh morning Air playing 
inthe Shade on my heated Temples, 
and with moaning =p leafure re- 
frigerating my . bloud and fpirits, and 
the induſtrious Bees buſity humming 
round about me upor the dewy Ho- 
ney-ſycklesz to which nearer noiſe 
was moſt melodiouſly joyned the di- 
ſtanced Singings of the chearfull Birds 
recchoed from all parts of the Wood; 
theſe Delights of Nature thus con- 
fpiring together, you may eaſily phan- 
© Philopolis, would quickly charm 
TW wearicd body .into- a profound 
I Sleep. 
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Steep. But my Soul was then as rauch 
as ever awake, and as it ſeems, did 
moſt vividly dream that I was till 
walking m theſe folitary Woods with 
my thoughts more eagerly intent up- 
oft thoſe uſual Difficukies of Provi- 
dence then ever. 

But while I was in this great Anxic- 


'ty and carneſtneſs of ſpirit , accom- 


jed ( as frequently when I was 
Lorna Y) with —_ and devout 
Suſpiratioms and Ejaculations to- 
wards God, of a fudden there appea- 
red at a diſtance a very grave and ve- 
nerable Perſon waltkmg ſlowly to- 
wards me. ' His Stature was greater 
then ordinary. He was clothed with 
# looſe filk Garment of a: purple co- 
Jour , much .like the Arazan Gowns 
that are now in faſhion, faving that 
the Sleeves were ſomething: longer 
and wider; and it was tied about hint 
with a Leviticall Girdle alfo of Pur- 
ple; and he wore a pair of Velvet 
Shppers of the ſame coloar, buc 
on his Head a Montero of black Vel- 
vet, as if he were both a EInne} 

an 
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and an Inhabicant of that place at 
once. : 


Cuph. I dare warrant you it was the | 


Gholt of ſome of the worthy Ance- 
ſtors of that noble Family to whom 
theſe Woods did belong. 


Hyl. Youforzet, Cuphophroz, that 


Bithynons is telling of a Dream, as 
alfo (this third time) that Ghoſts, chat 
is, Spirits, are no-where, and therc- 
fore cannot be met with in a Wood. 
_ Philop; Enough of that, Hylobare-. 
I pray you proceed , Bathymons , and 
deſcribe to us his Age and his Looks, 
as well as his Clothing. 


Cuph. I pray you do, Bathynous TY 


. love alife to hear ſuch things as theſe 
punctually related. E. 
Bath. Did not the ruddineſs of his 
Complexion and the vivacitte of his 
Lobks feem to gainſay it, the ino 
whiteneſs of his Hair,and large Beard, 
and certain ſenile ſtrokes in his Conn- 
tenance, ſeemed to' intimate him to 
be about fixſcore years of ape. 
Sophr, There isno ſuch contradi- 


&on in that; Bathjnous : For Moſes is 


H 2 ſaid 
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ſaid to be an hundred and twenty 
when he died, and yet his eye was 
not dim, nor his natural force abated. 
But, I pray you, proceed. 

Bath. While he was at any diſtance 
from me. I ſtood fearleſs and unma- 
ved, onely, in reverence to {o vene- 
rable a Perſonage, I put off my Hat, 
and held it in my hand. But when he 
came up cloſer to me, the vivid ful- 
gour of his Eyes, that ſhone ſo 
piercin ly bright from under the ſha- 
dow of his black Montero, and the 
whole Air of his Face, though joyn'd 
with a wonderfull deal of Mildneſs 
and Sweetneſs, did ſo of -a ſudden a- 
{tomſh me. that I fell into an exceſ- 
ſive trembling, and had.not been able 
ro ſtand, if he had not laid his Hand 
upon my Head, and ſpoken comfor- 
tably to me. Which he did ina Pater- 
nal manner, ſaying, < Bleſſed be thou 
<* of God, my Son, be of good courage, 
*© and fear not 3 for Tam a Meſſenger of 
*© God tothee for thy gaod. T hy ſerious 
* Aſpires and breathings after the 


© true Knowledge of thy Maker and 


<« the 


Divine Dialogues. 
*the ways of his Providence (which 
«js the moſt becoming employment 
« of every Rational Being ) have 
« aſcended into the ſight of God; and 
«<I am appointed to give into thy 
<« hands the Tws Keys of Providence , 
«that thou maieſt thereby be able to 
* apen the Treaſures of that Wiſe- 


« dom thou ſo anxiouſly , and yet ſo 
« piguſly,ſeek'ſt after. And therewith- 


all he put his right Hand jnto his left 


Sleeve, and pull'd out two bright 
ſhining Keys, the oge of Silver, the 
other of Gold, tied together with a 
Sky-coloured Ribbon of a pretty 
breadth, and delivered them into my 
hands 3 which I recerved of him, ma- 
king low qbeiſance, and profeſling 
my thankfulneſs for ſo great a | p63 
- And now by this time I had reco- 
vered more then ordinary ſtrength 
and courage, which I perceiv'd in a 
marvellous way communicated unto 
me by the laying of his Hand upon 
my Head , ſo that I had acquired a 
kinde of eafie confidence and fami- 
larity to converſe with him; and 
| $1 3 there- 
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therefore, though with dye Civility, 
yet without all Fear, methought I 
{aid farther to him, T heſe arc a gqgd- 
ly pair of Keys, O my Father, and 
very lovely to loak upan ; but where 
is the Treaſure they argto open? To 
which, imiling ups me, he ſtraight- 
way replied, The Treaſures, my Son, 
be in the Keys, themfelves. Then 
each Key, ſaid], O wy Father, will 
need a farther Key ta apen it. Each 
Key, ſaid he, my Son, is a Key to it 
ſelf 3 and Ma bad me take 
notice of the Lettersembaſled op the 
vtlver Key, and there was the like ar- 
tifice in the Golden one. Which I 
cloſely viewing in both,obſerved that 
the Keys conllied of a company of 
Rings cloſely committed together , 
and that the whole Keys were all be- 
ſpattered with Letters very contulgd- 
ly and diſorderly. 
Set the Letters of the Keys in right 
order, then ſaid he, and then pull at 
their Handles, and the pcs! Xu will 
come out. And I took the Silvers 
Key 3 but though I could move the 


Rings 


the 
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Rings by thruſting cy Nails againl 
2h, Sn yet 1 could not reduce 


the Letters into any order, fo that 
they would «ef lie in ſtraight Lines, 
nor was there any Senſe inany Line. 
Which when that. aged Perſonage 


ſaid he, my Son: That is the 


ſaw, You muſt firſt know the 2408s, 
Key of 


the Key. 1 baſcech you then, faid 1, 
O my Father, tell me the XAorre. The 
Motto, faid he, my Son, 1s this, Clas- 
de feneſtras, wt Iuceat domwus. Having 


got the Afattos , Ifct to work 


again., 


and having reduced thole Letters that 


made u 


Ado8to 1nto a right Line, 


I, holds the lower part of the Key 
in my left hand, pull'd at the Handle 
wih my right, and tbere came out a. 
Silver Tube, in which was a Scroll of 

thin Paper, as I thought, bur as ſtrong 
as any Vellum, and as white as driven 


SNOW. 


Having got this Scroll, I took the 
boldneſs to open it. The Figure 
thereof was perfedtly ſquare, with 
even Margins on all tides, drawn with 
Lines of a sky-coloured blew, very 

liq perfett 
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perfe and lovely. Inthe midſt'ws 
deſcribed the Figure of 'the *Sun in 
blazing Gold : About the Sun'were 
fix Circles drawn with Lines 'of the 
ſame-coloured blew. Two of theſe 
Circles were very near the body of 
the Sun; the other four more remote 
both from him and from one another, 
though not In equal diſtances, In eve- 
Ty one of theſe Circles was there the 
figure of a little Speck like a Globe, 
bur of two diſtinct colours 5; the one 
fide toward the Sun ſhining like Sil- 
ver, the other being of a duskiſh diſ- 
coloured black. About thoſe little 
Globes in the third and fifth Circle 
there were alſo drawn leſſer Circles 
of blew ,” one about the third , and 
four abour the fifth : and 'in each of 
theſe Circles was there alſo 'a ſal] 
Globous Speck, of a lefler ſize then 
thoſe in the middle. Something there 
was alfo about the Globe of the ſixth 
Circle, but I cannot remember it ſo 
diſtinctly. Beyond theſe Circles there 
was an innumcrable company of Star- 
like Figures of Cold ; of the ſame 
FT.» huc 
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hue with that of the Sun, but excee- 
ding-muchleſs, which careleſly ſcat- 
tered, ſome were found a pretty di- 
ſtance from the Margin, others to- 
wards the Margin ; otherſome were 
cut in twoby'the blew Line'of the 
Margin, as if it were intimated that 
.we ſhould underſtand, that' there 
were ſti}| more of thoſe golden Stars 
to an indefinite'extent. This Scheme 
entertained my gazing eyes a: good 
time; for I never had ſeen ſuch be- 
fore, and was reſolved to impreſs the 
Lines thereof perfectly in my me- 
mory , that I might afterwards dif- 
courſe more readily thereof with this 
venerable Perſ6nage. ' For I knew 
the purpole thereof by the Inſcripti- 
on on the upper Margin, which was, 
The true Syſteme of the World. Ha- 
ving thus ſatisfy'd my (elf, I rolled up 
the Scroll again, and repoſliting it in 
the Silver Tube, eafily thruſt -in the 
Tube into the other part of the Key, 
and difordering the Line of Letters 
that contain'd the Xetto, all was 
lockt up again ſafe as before. 
bt ” Having 


Haviag pleaſed my ſelfſo well with 
opening this firſt Treaſure, I had the 
more eager delire toaſlay the other; 
and .knowing all attempt to be vain 
without the knowledge of the Motte 
or Key of the Key, I belought that 
Divme Sage to impart it to me. That 
I ſhall doe right willingly, ſaid he, 
my Son: And I pray you take ſpe- 
cial notice of it. It 1s, Amor Dei 
Inx Anime. An excellent Motto in- 
deed, ſaid I; The Key isa Treaſure 
it {elf. However I ſet me to work 
as before, aud reducing the Letters 
to ſuch an order that a Line of them 
did plainly contain this Agotte, I pul- 


| led at bothends of the Golden Key, 


asI did in the Silver one, and in a 
Galden Tube continued to the Han- 
dle of the Key there was a Scroll of 
fach Paper, if I may ſocallit, as in 
the other, exceeding white and pure, 
and, though very thin, yet not at all 
tranſparent. 
terminated with even Margins on all 
ſides as beforez onely it was more 
glorious , being adorn'd richly with 
Flow- 


he Writing was alſo 
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Flower-work 'of Gold, Vermilion, 
and blew., And I obſeryed that 
twelye Sentences filled the whole. 4- 
rea, Written with Letters of Gold. 
The firit was, The JHeaſhre of Prout 
dence is the Divine Goodneſs, which has 
ro boxnds but it ſelf, which 3s infinite. 
2. The Thread of Tizze and the Expan- 
fron of the Univerſe, the ſame Hand 
drew aut the one and ſpreg out the 6- 
ther. 3. Darkneſs and the Abyſſe were 
before the Light, and the Syns or Stars 
before avy Opakeneſ; or Shadow. 4.A4ll 
Intelle&yal Spirits that ever were, are, 
or ever ſball be, ſprung wp with the 
Light, and rejoyced together before God 
is the mxarning of the Creation, 5. Ts 
infinite Myriads of free Agents which 
were the Framers of their onn For- 
tunes, it bad been a wouder if they bad 
all of thew taken the ſame Path; and 
therefore Sin at the long run ſhook hands 
with Opacity. _ 6. As much as the Light 
exceeds the Shadows, ſo much do the 
Regions of Happineſs thoſe of Sin and 
Miſery. | 
Theſe fix, Philopelis , 1 iy 
| | y 
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His rs {o ly remember, but had curſorily id} 


radely «nd glancingly caſt mine eye on all 
fercibly «- twelve. ' But afterwards fixing n 
"pie Mind orderly upon them, to commu 
£Drcam, them all penbulily to my memory,(falicl 
bow co-fi- T did not expedt that I might carry 
ftent with . 
the Accu. the Keys away with me home) b 
racy of Pre- that time I had got through the lixth 
vice. Aphoriſm, there had come up two 
Afﬀes behgide me out of the Wood, i 
one on the one fide of the Tree, and 
the other on the other,” that ſet a- 
braying ſo rudely and ſo loudly, that fi 
they did not onely awake, 4 al-y 
molt affright me into a diſcovery tha ſg 
I had all this while been but in a 


' 

t 

Dream. For that _ grave Per-W f 
« 

\ 

| 


ſonage, the Silver and Galden Keys, 
and glorious Parchment, were all ſud- 
denly vaniſhed, and I found my ſelf 
ſitting alone at the bottome of the 
ſame Oak where I fl] atleep , be- 
twixt two rudely-braying Ales. 

_ Exiſt. Theſe are the uſual Exploits, 
Bathynowxs , of this kind of Animal. 
Juſt thus was the Ny mph "Lotzs, ly- 
ing faſt aflecp an the Graſs in a Moon- 
2 | ſhine- 
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«hine-night ; awakened by the loud 
iBBraying of Silexws his Aſs. Aſſes are 
Js it were the Trumpeters of the 
WForcſt; Bathywoxs, that awake care- 
(Wecls men ont of deep Sleeps. 
= #yl: If your Memory did not far 
[Flurpaſs your Phexncy, Friſtor , you 
Ewould not be ſo good an Hiſtorian as 
Eyou- are. Surcly the Braying of an 
Aſs is more like to the blowing of a 
ENeatherd's or Swincherd's Horn 
then tothe ſound of a Trumpet. Be- 
lides, the Braying of $zlewxs his Aſs 
f was the faving of the Nymph's Vir- 
ginity : But this, O Zuiſtor / O Ba- 
thynows ! was there ever a more un- 
fortunate Mis-hap then this > This 
Story has quite undone me. It has 
wounded my belief of Providence 
more then any thing I have yet ta- 
ken notice of. That God ſhould e- 
yer permit two ſuch dx{/ Animals to 
diſturb ſo Divine a Viſfon as it ſeems 
tome 3 and that ſo myſterious, ſo 
heavenly and intelleCtual a Pleaſure, 
and fo certain a Communication of 


ſuch important Truths, ſhould be thus 


blown 
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Divine Dialopites. 
blown afide by the rude breath of an 
Afs. Fo what a glorious comprehenfj- 
on of things would this Scene have 
proceeded! What accurxte Informa- 
tion touching the Fabrick of the 


World ! what puntually-ſatisfaQo-i 


ry Solutions of every Puzzle touching 
Divme Providence might you after 
have received irr your intended Con- 
ference with this venerable Perfo- 
nage, if theſe impertinerit Animals by 
their unſeaſonable lond Braying had 
not called your Ecftaticall Minde 
into'the Body again, which'ts as unft 
for Divine Communicatiorr as them- 
ſelves ! 

Bath. Do not take 0h ſo heavily, 
O Hylebares, nor be fo raſhia Cenfu- 
rer of Providence, no not ſo much as 
ia this Paradoxicalt paffage thereof. 
For how do yott Know but all that 
which'youphanſie behinde, had been 
too much to receive at once? Old 
Veſlells f'd with. new Wine will 
burſt. And too large a Doffs &f 
Knowledge may' fo elat&the'Spirits, 
that it may hazard the'Briffy'; thar it 


may 
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of may deſtroy Life, and chaſe away 
y gg and Humyity out of the 
c . | 
Sophr. This is very judicioully ad- 
vertiled of Bathynors, is it not, Hyls- 
bares £ | | 
Hyl. I cannot diſown Truth when- 
ſoever I meet with it. | 
Bath. But beſides, though you 
ſhould judge ſo extraordinary-cha- 
ritably of me at that age} Hyloberes, 
as that I might have received all that 
behind, (which you farmize was loſt 
by that Accident )- without any ha- 
zard to the Morality of my Mind : yet 
I cantell you of a truth, that'I take 
that Accident , that ſeems ſo Para- 
doxicall to you, to be « particular 
Favour and Kindneſs done to me by 
Providence , and that it fe} out no 
atherwife then ( could I have fore 
feen how things would be.) I my felt 
ſhould even then have defired it; that 
sto ay, I found my ſclf more grati- 
«th erwards, things happening as 
did, then if that Divine Dream, 
if wemay call it ſo, kad gone on un- 
' Inter- 
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Divine Dialopies. 
blown afide by the rade breath of an 
Aſs: To what a glorious comprehenſj. 
of of things would this Scene have 
proceeded! What accurtte Informa. 
tion touching the Fabrick of the 
World! what punctually-ſatisfaQo- 
ry Solutions of every Puzzle touching 

ivime Providence might you after 
have received irr your intended Con- 
ference with this venerable Perfo- 
nape, if theſe impertinerit Animals by 
their unfeaſonable Iond Braying had 
not called your Ecſtaticall Minde 
into the Body again, which'ts as unfit 
for Divine Communicatiorr as them- 
ſelves ! 

Bath. Do not take on ſo heavily, 
O Hylebares, nor be {6 raſh'a Cenfu- 
rer of Providence; no not ſo'much as 
in this Paradoxicalt paſſage thereof. 
For how do yott know but all that 
which'yow'phanſie behinde, had'becn 
too much to receive at ohce? Old 
Veſſels fft'd with. new Wine will 
burſt. And too large a Doffs of 
Knowledge may' fo elat©the'Spirits, 
that ir may hazard theBraln, char it 

may 
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= may deſtroy Life, and chaſe away 
8 Sobricty and Humility out of the 


Sophr. This is very judicioully ad- 
vertiſled of Bathynoms, is it not, Hyls- 
bares £ 
Hyl. I cannot diſown Truth when- 
ſoever I meet with it. 
Bath. But beſides, though you 
ſhould judge ſo extraordinary-cha- 
ritably of me at that age} Hyloberes, 
as that I might have received all that 
behind, (which you ſarmize was loſt 
by that Accident ). without any ha- 
zard to the Morality of my Mind : yet 
I cantell you of a truth, that'I take 
that Accident , that ſeems ſo Para- 
doxicall to you, to be & particular 
Favour and Kindneſs done to me by 
Providence, and that it fel out no 
atherwiſe then ( could I have fore- 
feen how things would be ) I my ſelf 
fhould even then have defired it; that 
oy 7, I found my m more gratt- 
' tyd afterwards, things happening as 
«Fo did, then if ts Divie Dream, 
* we'may call it ſo, had gone on un- 
' Hater» 
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iaterruptedly to its full Period. For 
it would but have put me into the 
pollefiion of aver Truth at ance, 
which in virtue of this piece of the 
Dream I got afterwards, with an of- 
ten-repeated and prolongedPleaſure, 
and more agreeable to humane Na- 
ture. 
17 Hel not- nothing that you ſay. Nay in- 
| ſenage thit deed; (0 much, as I muſt acknowledge 
| _ '- my exception againſt Providence in 
” Deaths, this Paſlage very much weakned. 
« Favrxcr But what uſe,could you make of the 
-# 0 Sitver Key, when that Divine Perſo- 
Cirrefia= Nage Explained nothing of it fo'you? 
Hiſm. Bath, It wasas it were a' pointing 
of one to thoſe Authours that con- 
form the Frame of the World to that 
Scheme; as: Nicolawe: Copernicus and 
thoſe that'follow that Syſtemee. But 1t 
!s no-where drawn nearer to the Ete- 
gancy.' of, the $:ilver-Key-Paper then 
in. Des-Cartes his third part 'of:-his 
Prenctples.. | | 


. 


thhnews. This is-3 kinde of Divine 


xxX. Hyk. I profeſs, Bathynows , this is 


Cuph..' That's notable indeed, Bt 


Teſt imonie 


+. % 
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Divine Dialogues. 
Teftimonie to the truth of all Des- 
Cartes's Principles. 

Bath. No; by no means, Capho- 
phrou s For in the Golden-Key-Paper, 
in that curſory Glance I gave upon 
all the Sentences or Aphoriſms there- 
in contained, amonglt the reſt I e- 
ſpy'd one, of which part was writin 
greater Letters, which was to this 
ſenſe, ' That the Primordials of the 
World are not Mechanical, but Sper- 
maticall or Vital, which 1s diametr1- 
cally and fundamentally oppolite to 

Des-Cartes's Philoſophy. 
__ Cxph, There 1s great Uncertainty 
in Dreams, 

Bath. But:I muſt confeſs I think 
the thing true of it ſelf. And if I 
had had full Conference with that Dt- 
vine Sage, I believe I ſhould have 
found his Philoſophy more Pythags- 
ricall or Platonicall, ( I mean his Na- 
tural Philoſophy, Cuphophron ) then 
Carteſian, For there was alſo menti- 
on of the Seminal Soul of the World, 
which ſome modern Writers call 
the Spirit of Natare. 

K k Coph. 
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Divine Dialogues, 

Cuph. So many men, ſo many 
mindes. 

Bath. But I doubt not but that it 
is demonſtrable by Reaſon, that the 
Primordials of the Univerſe are not 
purely Mechanical. 

Cuph. So many men, ſo many Rea- 
ſons, ſo many Demonſtrations. 

Hyl. I believe Cxphophron takes i 
very ill of you, Bathynoxes , that the 
old grave Perſon you met with in 
the Wood was not a thorough-paced 
Carteſian, or elſe he1s in a very Sce- 
pticall mood : which I do not defire 
to be in, eſpecially in ſo weighty 
Points as theſe concerning Provi- 
dence. And therefore let me 1ntreat 
you, Bathynozs, to unlock that Difh- 
culty I propounded laſt to Philothews, 
by virtue of -your Golden Key. 

Bath. You muſt excuſe me there, 
Hylobares; | would not be ſo inju- 
r1ous to Cuphophron as to make him 
a falſe Prophet, who ſo expreſly 
forctold a while agoe, that the Fares 


had deſigned that bonour ſolely for 
Philothens. 


P hilot h. 
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Philoth. And it ſeems, in the like 
Complement to: Cyphophron , I muſt 
again refume my not unpleaſant bur- 
then of ſerving Hylobares 3 which I 
ſhalledoe according to the belt skill I 
have, "OX 

Philop. I pray you do, Philothems 3 
for lam very ambitious you ſhould 
work upon Hylobares a perfe& Cure. 

Philoth. 1 ſhall endeavour it, Philo- 
polis. But I muſt firſt take the liber- 
ty to chafe the benummed part, and 
ſoundly chide Hylobares that he is not 
cured already, nor has been fufficient- 
7 Agar of that Clearneſs and Evi- 

ence for the Unexceptionableneſs of 

Drvine Providence which has been 
hitherto produced. Which I muſt 
profeſs I think to be ſuch, that thoſe 
that have not ſome - peculiar humour 
or phancy, or labour not under the 
burthen of their own Idiofyncraſie , 
cannot but be fully ſatisfied with, 
without the flying to any ſuch high- 
{woln Hypotheſis as that Syſteme of 
the World repreſented in the S:lver- 
Key-Paper, or Pre-exiſtence of Souls , 
K k 2 which 
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whichis part of the Golden one. So 
that any farther Solution of the pre- 
ſent Difficulty, were 1t not for Hylo- 
bares his own fault, and the peculiari- 


ty of his own Phancy that ſtill mole- 


ſteth him , were plainly unneceſlary 
and ſuperfluous. How many thou- 
ſands of ſober and intelligent perſons 
have been fully ſatisfied touching the 
Accuracy of Divine Providence 
without any ſuch far-fetch'd Helps? 

Sophr. Which is a ſhrewd Indicati- 
on, that thoſe Arguments, diſtind 


from theſe more aiery Hypotheſe: 
and finely-contrived Phancies, are the 


more natural] ſtrength and-arms, as it 
were, of humane Underſtanding, (by 
whoſe ſtrokes it bears it ſelf up in 
theſe profound Myſteries. from fin- 
king into Infidelity or Atheiſm 3 ) but 
thoſe more big and ſwelled Hypothe- 
ſes, but as a bundle of Bull-ruſhes or 
a couple of Bladders ty'd under the 
Arms of ſome young and unskilfull 
SWImmer. 

Hyl. And I for my part, Gentle- 
mcn, co profeſs my elf ſuch a young 
an 


Divine Dialogues. 


and unskilfull Swimmer in theſe 
Depths, and therefore would gladly 
be ſupported by the artificial uſe of 
theſe Bladders, that my Melancholy 
may never fink me to the bottom. 

Cuph. And I commend your wit , 
Hylobares, that you can ſo well pro- 
vide for your own ſafety. Forl dare 
undertake that theſe Bladders are fo 
big, ſo tough, and fo light , that if 
they be but well ty'd on, a Cow or 
Oxe may ſecurely ſwim on them 
through the He/eſpont, or rather 
through the main Ocean, and never 
fear drowning. 

Hyl. T thank you for that encou- 
ragement, Cxphophroz,and ſhall there- 
tore the more earneſtly beg of Philo- 
theus, that he would uſe all the Art 
and Skill he has to tie them on me as 
faſt as poſſibly he can, ( that of Pre- 
exiſtence elpecially, the Reaſons and 
Uſes thereof) that the ſtring may 
never ſlip nor break, to my hazard of 
ducking to the bottom. 

Philoth. That I will do, Hylobares. 
but on this condition, that you ever 
K k 3 — 
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remember that what, I do thus firm- 
ly faſten on you 1s yet but by way of 
Hypotheſis , and that you will no 
longer make uſe of theſe Bladder 
then till you can ſafely ſwim with 
out them. 

Hyl. That I do faithfully promiſe 
you , Philothews, in the word of 2 
Gentleman. Wherefore, without a- 
ny farther Interruption, I pray you 

proceed... | 

XXXI, Philoth. To begin therefore where 
BE ke we left. Do you ſtill, Hylobares, ad- 
Hyp»ricfis here to that Truth, that free Agents 
mr Gol: may 10 hainoully misbehave then: 
Paper , /p- {clves, that even according to the 
the cl:a3 $ Laws of Divine Goodneſs they may 
#1 be detruded into the ſtate of Devils 
cr: andot Hell, and therefore far more 
wort F= eaſily 1nto a ſtate leſs deplorable? 
201;  Hyl. That I fajd, and do (till ſay, 
Is to me a clear caſe, Philethews, 

_ Philoth. Let us then but atlume out 
of the Golden-Key-Paper that which 1s 
ſo clearly contained therein, the Pre: 
exiſtence of Humane Souls, and all 
theſe black and dark Difhcultics that 

thus 
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Divine Dialogues. 
thus over-cloud your Underſtanding 
will inſtantly vaniſh, 

Hyl. Why ſo, Philothens 2 

Philoth. Becauſe ſuppoſing Humane 
Souls were created 1n the Morning 
of the World, and in ſuch infinite 
Myriads, there has been time enough 
fince that for as many and more then 
hitherto have peopled the Earth, to 
have tranſgreiled ſo hainoully before 
their entrance on this Stage, that 
by a juſt Nemeſis meaſured and mo- 
dify'd by the Divine Goodneſs it (elf 
they may be contrived 1nto the worſt 
and moſt horrid Circumſtances, into 
the moſt iqualid and diſadvantageous 
condition and ſtate of living , that 
Euiſtor has produced any example of 
amongſt the molt Barbarous Nations. 

Hyl. This reaches the Point home 
indeed, Philethens, and does perfect-. 
ly pull up by the roots all pretenſion 
to this laſt and greateſt Scruple, 1t we 
were aſlured of the truth of the Hypo- 
theſss. 
Philoth. Why , did not your ſelf 
call this Dream of Bathynonus a Divire 
K k 4 Dream, 


Divine Dialogues. 
Dream, before I came to make this 
important uſe of it? And every Di- 
vine Dream 1s a true Dream. But 
you ſerve me juſt ſo as Cuphophron 
did Bathynous, Whiles it ſeemed to 
ſerve his turn to credit Des-Cartes's 
Philoſophy, ſo long it was a Divine 
Teſtimonie but when 1t proved con- 
trary, then there was little certain- 
ty in Dreams. This ſeems a piece of 
Levity in you both. 

Hyl. But I hope in my ſelf the 
more pardonable, O Philotheus , by 
how much more important a thing 
It is that the ground of a man's belict 
of the Goodneſs of Divine Provi- 
dence ſhould be ſolid and unſhaken, 
then that Des-Cartess Principles 
thould be deemed a piece of ſuch in- 
ftallible Wiſedome. Cuphophron's vili- 
hcation of the Dream proceeded out 
of a partial zeal in the behalf of the 
Carteſian Philoſophy : my diſtruſt of 
It, out of an exceſs of delire it ſhould 
be true, For I muſt confeſs, 1f-thi 
one Point in it of Pre-exiſience ap- 
pear to me ccrtainly true, all my 
Doubts 
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Doubts and Difficulties touching the 
Moral Evils in the World will ſud- 
denly melt into nothing. Nay, if I 
could believe Bathynons his Dream 
to be a Divine Dream, the firſt A- 
phoriſm in the Colden-Key-Paper 
puts all our Controverſies to an end, 
it declaring the' Meaſure of Providence 
to be the Divine Goodneſs , which has 
no bounds but it ſelf, which is infinite. 
W herefore it was the moſt calami- 
tous Accident that could ever have 
befallen rhe i hilolophicall Repub- 
lick, tht thote two unlucky Aﬀes 
ſo rudely broke off Bathynons his Con- 
fcrence With that venerable Sage , 
who, | ſurmize, in that intended 
Diſcourſe would have communicated 
the Reaſons and Grounds of theſe 


Concluſions to Bathynous, For true 


Reaſon is ſo palpable and connatural 
toa Man, that when he findes it , he 
feels himiclt fully fatisf1'd and at eaſe, 
_ Philoth. I commend your Caution, 
Hylobares, that you are fo loth to 
build great Concluſions upon weak 
Or, uncertain Principles. V: here- 

fore 
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fore let me offer to your confiderati- 
on .a Point of which I preſume you” 
will Mg your ſelf more cer- 
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tain, that is, The Poſſibility of the Pre- 
exiſtence of the Soxlz I demand of 
you,if you be not very certain of that. 

Hyl. Yesſurely I am; Ifee no re- 
pugnancy at all 1n it. 

Philoth, T hen you are not certain 
but that the Soul does pre-exilt. 

Hyl. I confels 1t. | 

Philoth. And uncertain that it does 
not. | 

Hyl. T hat cannot be denied ; it 1s 
the ſame, I think, I granted before. 

Philoth. Therefore, Hylobares, you 
make your ſelf obnox1ous both zo 
Providence, and to my ſelf. To Provi- 
dence, in that you bring in uncertain 
Allegations and Accuſations againſt 
her, and ſo ſoil the beauty and per- 
feCtion of her waies, that are ſo juſti- 
fable where they are perfectly 
known, by oppoling Phancies and 
Conceits , ſuch as you your ſelf ac- 
knowledge you are not certain of. 
To.me, 11 that you covenanted with 
me 
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me at the firſt, never to alledge un- 
certain Hypotheſes againſt known 
Trad 2 

Hyl. This 1s true, Philothews ; you 
make me half aſhamed of my Incon- 
ſrancy. But in the mean time I'do 
not finde my ſelf in that full cafe I de- 
fire to be, while as well the Pre-ex- 
1{tence of the'Soul as her Non-Pre- 
exiſtence is aftuncertain Hypotheſes. 

Philoth. It you cannot finde Dzvine 
Providence perfet without it, 1t Is 
your own fault that, as to your ſelf, 
to ſave you from ſinking, you do not 
make ule of it as a true Hypotheſis, 
And foraſmuch as you finde it ſo hard 
to diſcover Divine Providence to 
be perfect without it, that is no {mall 
Argument that the , Hypotheſis 1s 
true, | 

Hyl. I muſt conteſs I think 1t 1s a ſa- 
fer Argument then Bathynows his 
ſingle Dream, 

Philoth. Nay, it were mt ſelf, Hy- 
lobares, a ſolid Argument, ſuppoling 
Providence cannot well otherwiſe 
be falved3 as1t is forthe Copernican 

| Hypotheſes, 
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Hypotheſis, that nothing elſe can give 
a tolerable account of the Motion of 
the Planets. And I muſt tell you 


farther, Hylobares, that this Hypothe-_ 


 ſf- of the Soul's Pre-exiſtence 1s not 
the ſingle Dream of Bathynoxs ileep- 
ing in the graſs, but was deemed a 
Viſion of Truth tothe moſt awake- 
ned Souls in the world. 

Hyl. That's very good news, Phi- 
lothers ; for I do not at all affe& Sin- 
gularity, nor love to finde my ſelt a- 
Jone. 

Philoth. If the Dream of tleeping 
Bathynous be a mere Dream, the 
moſt famouſly-wiſe it all Ages have 
dream'd waking. For that the Souls 
of men do pre-exiſt before they 
come into the Body, was the Dream 
of thoſe three famous Philoſophers, 
Pythagoras, Plato, and Ariſtotle 3 the 
Dream of the A#gyptian Gymmnoſo- 
phiſts, of the Indian Brachmans, and 


Perſtan Magi the Dream of Zoro- 


aſter, Epicharmmus, and Empedocles; the 


Dream of Cebes., Euclide, and Ewuri- 


pides; the Dream of Photinus, Pro- 
; clus, 
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clas, and Tamblichws ; the Dream of 
Marcus Cicero, of Virgil, Pſellus, and 
Boethixs ;, the Dream of Hippocrates, 
Galen, and Fernelius ; and, laſtly, the 
conſtant and avowed Dream of Phi- 
lo Tudexs, and the reſt of the moſt 
learned of the Jews. 

Cxph. I pray youlet mecaſt in one 
more example, Philothens. 

Philoth. I pray you doe, Cupho- 
phron. 

Cxuph. Ihe Dream of the Patri- 
arch Jacob when he 1lept in Bethel, 
and dream'd he ſaw Angels deſcen- 
ding and aſcending on a Ladder that 
reached from Earth to Heavens 
whereby was figured out the Deſcent 
of Humane Souls *s zo, and their 
Return from thence to the AXthereal 
Regions. 

Hyl. O egFegaous Cxphophron, how 
do I admire the unexpectedneſs of 
thy Invention ! "This 1s your Dream 
of the myſterious Dream of the ho- 
ly Patriarch. 

Cyph. And who knows but a very 
lucky one ? | 

Hyl. 


clo 
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Hyl. But I pray you tell me, Ph- 
lothexs, did any-of the old Fathers of 
the Church dream any ſuch Dream 
as this ? | 

Sophr. This is a very becoming 
and commendable temper in Hyles- 
bares, that his younger years will 
enquire after the Judgement of the 
ancient Fathers in the Primitive 
Church touching ſo important a mat- 
ter. | 
Cuph T hoſe Primitive Ages were 
the youngeſt Ages of the Church, but 
the Ages of perſons much the ſame 
now that were then. 

Hyl. Notwithſtanding this flurt of 
Cnphophron's wit, T beſeech you, Phz- 
lothens, ſatisfie me in the Queſtion 1 
propounded. 

Philoth. This at leaſt, Hylobares, 15 


' true, That the Primitive Fathers in 


the moft entire Ages of the Church 
dream'd not the leaſt evil of thrs 
Dream of Pre-exiſtence 3 the Fiſe- 
dome of Solomon, which exprefly af- 
ſerts it, being appointed by them to 
be read in their publick Aſſemblies. 

| Nay, 
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Nays our Saviour himſelf, when he 
had a moſt fignal occaſion to have un- 
deceived the Jews in that Point, if it 
had been falſe or dangerous, inthe 
Queſtion touching the man that was 
born blind, took not the leaſt of- 
fence at the ſuppoſition. Whence 
you will the leſs wonder that either 
St, Auſtin, Baſil, and Gregory Nazian- 
zen, were favourably affected touch- 
ing the Opinions or that Clemens 
Alexandrinus, Origen, Syneſfins, Arne- 
bins, and Prudentins, were expreſs 
Aſlertors thereof. 

Hyl. This truly, Philothens, caſts 
me into ſo great a ſecurity from any 
harm in the Hypotheſis, that if you 
hold onas you have begun.,the power 
of your ſpeech will unavoidably 
charm me into the ſame Dream... 

Philoth. You know the worſt of 
itthen, Hyloberes, that your Minde 
will be at perfe& reſt touching the 
preſent Difficulty cencerning Pro- 
vidence. And if Teſtimonies thus 
pleaſe you, be aſſured of this, That 
there was never any ns 
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that held the Soul ſpiritual and im- 
mortal, but he held alſo that it did 
pre-exiſt. | 

Hyl. T hat is very confiderable. 

Phileth. And do not you, Hyloba- 
res, hold the Soul of man to be an 
Incorporeal indiſcerpible Subſtance, a 
Spirit £ | 

Hyl. 1 do, and I thank you that1 
do ſo. Philothews. 

-Philoth. How then comes it to 
paſs that you, being of ſo Philoſo- 
phicall a Genius, ſhould miſs of the 
Pre-exiſtence of the Soul ? For there 
being no other conſiderable ' Opinion 
1n view but Creation, Traduction, and 
Pre-exiſtence;Creation'of pure Souls, 
and the Infufion of them into impure 
Bodies, and in ſuch horridly-1mpure 
Circumſtances as ſometimes happens, 
1s a repugnancy to the Purity of 
God, who is ſuppoſed then to create 
them : but Traduction a derogation 
and contradiction to the Spirztaalit 
and Indiſcerpibility of the Soul it Ts 
Wherefore it neceſſarily remains, 
that theſe twobeing ſuch abſurd O- 

Pinions, 
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pinions,the third muſt take place, and 
that the Souls of men.do pre-exiſt. 
Hyl. ,O Phzlothens, that venerable 
Sage In Bathynors his Sleep could not 
have argued better then thus, if they 
had come to conference, I do not 
dream, but 1 ſee with the eyes of my 
 Minde wide open in broad day, the 
Reaſonableneſs of this Hypotheſes , 
That the Souls of men did exiſt before 
they came into theſe terreſtrial Bodies. 
Philoth. And in this Day-light, 
Hylobaree, all your Difficulties do va- 
niſh touching that part of Provi- 
dence that reſpects the A/oral Evils, 
whoſe hue. ſeemed ſo diſmall to you 
outof Hiſtory,and their permiſhon ſo 
reproachfull to the Goodneſs of God. 
Hyl: They are all vaniſhed quite, 
and thoſe touching Natural Evils too, 
ſo far forth as they reſpect the Souls 
of Men. 
Philop. T his is a good hearing: We 
are infinitely obliged to Philothens for 
his pains:Are there any moreScruples 
behinde touching Divine Providence, 


Hylobares ? 
L1 Hyl. 
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- XxX). Hyl.Onely thoſeObjeQtions fetch'd 
| *e2e4l from Defedts conceived to be in the 
 22pP:o- Adminiſtration of Providence. . For 
| pen, y (Dough we be convinced that all 
5d things that are are rightly ordered 3 
 axſwered yet it may be demanded why there 
| £577 2%. are no more of them, why no ſooner, 
E102 5:5 and the like. 
| outofth® Sophr. Indeed, Hylobares, you ſeem 
 Silver- s 
| Key-Pz- TO me hugely over-curious in ſuch In- 
| per. quiſitions as theſe. Is not the whole 
| World the Alms-houſe of God Al- 
mighty, which he had a righe to build 
when he would, andto placeus his c- 
leemoſynary Creatures 1n it no ſoo- 
ner then he pleaſed ? He does but xt; 
ſuo jure in all this. And it isan out- 
rageous Preſumption,' to expethat 
he ſhould not a according to his own 
minde and will, but according tothe 
groundleſs enlargements and' expanſions 
of our wanton and buſte Phancites. So 
long as we ſce that the things that 
are are well and rightly adminiſtred, 
and according to the Laws of Good- 
neſs and Juſtice, it is a marvellous 
piece oÞ Capriciouſneſs to complain, 
that 


Divine Dialogues. 
that ſuch things with the unexcepti- 
onable Oeconomie of them began no 
ſooner, nor reach no farther. + 

Bath, You ſpeak very gravely and 
ſoberly, O &ephrox, and that which 
has very ſolid ſenſe at the bottom, if 
rightly underitood. For God has no 
obligation from the. Creatures to 
make them ſooner, or more, or lar- 
ger, and the]ike. So that if he had 
made the World no larger then the 
vulgar phanſy it, a thought ſup- 
poſe above the Clouds, or had ſtay'd 
the making of it till a' year ago, ot 
had not made it yet, aor ever inten- 
ded to make it; he didin all tlfis but 
uti ſro jure, as you ſpeak. But inthat 
he has made it much larger and foo- 
ner,to what leading Attribute in God 
1s that to be imputed, O Sophron F 

Sophr. Surely to his mere Gobd- 
nels, Bathynons. 

Bath. You acknowledge then his 
Goodneſs the leading Attribute in the 
Creation of the World, and his 
Wiſedome and Power to contrive 
and execute what his F711, actuated ; 
12 by 
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by his Goodneſs did intend. 
Sopbr. OY more humano , (0 
it ſeems to 
Bath. But this is a marvell of mar- 
vells to me, That the Goodneſs of 
God being Infinite, the effects there- 


of ſhould be ſo narrow and finite as 


tommonly men conceit, if there be 
no Incapacity in the things them- 
ſelves that thus ſtreightens them. 
That one ſmall ſhare of the Divine 
Goodneſs ſhould be active, but that 
infinite Remainder thereof, as I may 
ſo {peak, filent and inactive, is a 
Riddle, a Miracle that does infinitely 
amaze me, - 

Sophr. GC Bathynous, my very 
Heart-ſtrings are fretted with fear 
and anxiety, when you plunge us in- 
to ſich profound Diſquiſitions as 
theſe, out of which there is never 
any hope to emerge. I pray you, 
Hylobares, ask modeſtly touching 
theſe things. I wonder you are not 
throughly ſatisf1'd about Providence 
already : I am ſure I am. 

Hy. And I detire but to be ſo too, 
__ Sophron. 
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Sophron. What will ſatisfie one. man 

will not ſatisfie another. wry 
Phileth, T hat 19 very true, Hylobe- 
res, Which I perceiving; it forced me 
to mention the Golden Key of Proni- 
derce toyou. For:;we do not wan- 
| tonly and oſftentatively.:..praduce 
hols Keys, but at a dead lift, when 
no other method, wilk-ſat-he ; him 
whoſe minde is anxious and (@licitous 
touching the Wgies af: /Gad ; that by 
theſe, Hypotheſes, be'. may, keep; his 
Heart from finkinge;+ oY Ot 
Hyl, It is a very laudable-cuſtome, 
Philothens, and fuch-8&& I find the be- 
nefit of already... For-Ifind the-very 
firſt Difficulties of this.laſt, and: pre- 
ſent Head I intended; to propoſe, to 
melt away of themfelves'in virtue of 
that light from {the Golden: Key L 
mean: that of Pre-exiſtence, | For Lit: 
tended to have propounded it as: an 
ObjeQion- againſt, , the Goodhels- of 
Divine Providence, That, whereas 
the Soul can live and ſubfiſt; qut of 
this terreſtriall Body, (for ſo it: does 
after death ) ſhe ſhould not be crea- 
Li ted 


--" 1 
EY 
.—- 
4 
W 
bh, | 
3 ” S 7 
bc 
=» 


Divine Dialogues, 
ted before this tetreſtriall Manfion, 
and enjoy her ſelf before ſhe come 
into the Body, as well as afterwards. 
But this Doctrine of Pre-exiſtewce has 
plainly prevented the ObjeGtion. A- 
nother ObjeQtion allo, touching the 
Meſfias coming into the World ſo 
lately, is in-my own judgement much 


enervated' by this Hypotheſis, For 


who knows but -the Demerits of 
Humane Souls were ſuch, that it was 


conſonant enough to the Goodneſs of - 


God, not to confmunicate the beſt 
Religion to the Wond till that time it 
was communicated > 

' Philoth. :Thatold no inept confide- 
ratio Hflobateri But betxdes, it is 
ſtrange Prefiinptian to determine 
when'tt is juſt fit-time for Providence 
to uf& her” fironge(F Effort for reclai- 
mihþ: of firnying Souls: An@ to-re- 
chim them as foon as they have 
ſtrayed; is next tothe keeping them 
forcibly from ever-ftraying, which is 
to hinder a free Apent from ever 
atingfreely. Wherefore ſeeing the 


Souls of men were/touſe their own 


liberty, 


= 
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liberty, .there were certain pompous 
Scenes of affairs to proceed upon ei- 
ther ſyppoſition, whether they ſtood 
or, fell ,zand not all preſently to be 
huddled up in an inſtant. And what 
Light;Brovidence brings out of the 
Darkneſs of 'Sin, I did more particu- 
larly intimate unto youn our yeſter- 

day's diſcourſe. | 
Hyl. I remember it, Phzlothess, and 
reſt very well fatisfy'd. © 
Philep. To expect that the Meſſzas 
ſhould have come into the World fo 
ſoon'as Adzm had fallen, 1s as incon- 
gruous as to expect the reaping of the 
Crop the very ſame day the Corn 1s 
ſown, or that Spring and Autumn 
ſhould be crouded into the ſame 
months of the year. h 
Hyl. This is abundantly plain. And 
another Difficulty alſo which I 1nten- 
ded to propole, touching the Plura- 
lity of Earths or Worlds, quite va- 
niſhes : while I contemplate the Pa- 
 radigm'of the World's Syſteme in the 
Silver-Key-Paper , that bears me up 
as ſtoutly on the left hand trom fink- 
A Ll4 ing: 
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ing as the other #6 on' the 
right. 

Bath, Do you not ſes; Sopbron : 
that you are wotfe ſcar'd then hurt > 
Do you not obferve how theſe- great 
and formidable Ditheulties *crumble 
away of themſelves, when a-judici- 
ous. eye has had once but a nah 1n- 
to the T ruth? 

Sophr. It's well if all will come off 
ſo clear. , 1 

Hyl. But there are fome little Scru- 


ples remaining, Philothens, partly a- 


bout the Extert of the Unzver/e, part- 
ly about the Habitableneſs of the Plas 
xets and Farths. 

Sophr. 1 thought ſo. 


Philoth. Propound them, if you [| 


pleaſe, Hylobares. 

Hyl. Whether the Univerſe be Fi- 
nite, or Infinite. For it-it be Finite, it 
1s infinitely defectuous, if it may be 
Infinite. 

Philsth, That's well put in, If it 
may be 3 but try whether it may be 
orno, Hylobares. 

Hyl. von Philathess 8 | 
Philoth. 
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Philoth. Phanfie it as Infinite as pol- 
fibly you can, 

Hyl. I phanſie it abſolutely infinite. 

' Philoth. Then every Part thereof 
5s infinite. = 

Hyl. You mean every denomina- 
ted -Part, Philothews ; elſe the num- 
ber of parts is onely infinite, not the 
parts. | NEE 
Philoth. 1 mean. the denominated 
Parts, 'a third, a fourth, afafth , &*c. 
But a middle third part 1s bounded by 
the Extremes,. and therefore the Exc- 
tremes themſelves are boundable. 
And conſequently when you have 
phanſied the World as infinite as you 
can, you mult be inforced ſtill to con- 
_ clude it finite. | 
Hyl. It ſeems ſo, if it benota Fak 
lacy. | 
 Philoth. Wherefore if the poſhbi- 
lity of an Infimite World be uncon- 
ceivable to you, it can be no impu- 
tation tothe Goodneſs of Providence 
if it be found Finite. : 

Hyl. But 1s it found Finite, Philo- 


thews & 
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Philoth. No Art nor Oracle that [ 
know has declared it ſo. That not 
onely the Globe of the Earth but 
her very. Orbit 1s but as a Poipt to 
the Circuit of the neareſt fix'd Stars, 
offers rather toward a detection of 
the infiite Vaſimeſs of the Woxld then 
of the Finiteneſs thereot. How valtly 
diſtant then are thoſe little fix d Star 
that ſhew but as ſcattered Pin-duſt in 
a froſty night? In what immenſe te- 
moves ate they one beyond another ? 
O Iſrael, bow great is the Houſe of 
God how large 3s the place of his poſ- 
ſeſſaon ! Gr _ and hath no end ; bigh, 
and unmeaſurable. They are . the 
words of the Prophet Baruch.: 

Hyl. It ſeems then that the Infimte- 
eſ} of. the World is declared by that 
Oracle rather then the F initewe/7 
thereof. 

Philoth. It is (0 vahly big, Hyloba- 
res, thatthere is little doubt but.that 
It isas 1mmenſe as 1t can be, and that 
is enough to ſhew that the Dimenſions 
thereof take their meaſures from the 
Divine Goodneſs. Whence 1t 1s clear 
that 
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that Providence 1s unexceptionable in 
this Point. 

Hyl. It is ſo. 

Sophr. I wiſh Philotheus come off 
ſo well in the other. 

Philoth. Be courageous, O Sophror; 
we'll doe our beſt, whon Hylobares has 
propoſed it. | 

Hyl. That the ' Silver-Key-Syſteme XxXxlv. 
is the true Syſteme of the World I am my_ ; 
well enough perſuaded of, and that Habirabte. 4 
conſequently it were 1n vain to object nes 9 Un. 
the Solitude of this one Earth in this —_ 
immenſe -liquid ſpace of the World , Plancts. 
whenas this Syſteme exhibits ſo ma- 
ny more to our view. For we canno 
ſooner diſcern our own Earth to: be 
a Planet, but we muſt therewithall 
dete@ alſo that the reſt of the Pla- 
nets are ſo many Earths, as indeed 
the Pythagoreans did expretly call the 
Moan our *'ai;wp or aqpobte-fiaech. Arift. de | 
But the Difficulty I come to propound ©#/, #2. * 
is touching the H4bitableneſs of them, *'** | 
which I ſuppoſe will not be deny'd 
but then there 1s this Snare we are 
caught in , That if we conceive them 
ta » 4 
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to be inhabited by mere Brutes one- 
ly, there will be adefeCt of men to 
keep good quarter amongſt themz but 
if they be alſo inhabited with Men, 
theſe men will want the means of Sal- 
vation; for that they are in a lapſed 
ſtateisſ\uppoled in their becoming ter- 
reſtriall Creatures : either of which is 
1nconſiftent with that exquiſite Good- 
nels of God that is pleaded for. 


Phileth. That's a knotty Problem 


indeed, Hylobares. 

Sophr. Why do you ſmile, Phzlo- 
thens * methinks it 1s a very formi- 
dable Queſtion. 

Phiſoth. I fmile at ſomething that 
extraordinarily pleaſes me. 

Sophr. I pray you what bs it that 
pleaſes you fo much, Philathens? | 
would gladly know it , that I might 
ſmule alſo for company. | 

Philoth. It is Sophron's honeſt and 
fober ſolicitude touching the Soluti- 
on of the preſent Difficulty, which ſo 
becomingly betrays it ſelf in the very 
air of his Countenance, and eventhen 
_ when there is leaſt fear of miſcarriage. 

Sopbr. 
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Sophr. T hat were good news, Phi- 
lothews, 1f it were true. 

Philoth. Itis a leſs Puzzle then that 
about the Salvation of them of the 
New-found World upon Earth, I 


mean thoſe of Americe, who heard 


not the leaſt whiſper of either 20- 
ſes or of Chriſt till within this Age or 
two. In what capacity of Salvation 
were they then, O Sophror. for ſome 
thouſands of years together, who yet 
are certainly of a lapſed race? (whenas 
whether all Souls that enter inte thicker 
Vehicles in any part of the Univerſe be 
lapſed, is ancertain.) And we cannot 
deny but that vaſt Continent has 
been inhabited, as alſo the adjacent 
Iſlands, all that time, though they 
heard as little of Chriſt as they that 
live in Satzrn or the 2/007. | 
Sophr. T hat cannot be deny d,Phi- 
lothews. But you know: either your 
ſelf or ſome of us has anſwered this 
Point already, That thoſe Americans 
that lived ſincerely according to the 
Light they had, God might impart 
more to them, and finally in ſowe 
EXtrR- 
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extraordinary way or other commu- 
nicate the knowledge of Chriſt to 
them to their eternall Salvation. For 
you know a juſt and honeſt Credi- 
tour, if the Debt be fatisfy'd by a 
Friend, though unknown to the 
Debtour, yet he will free him from 
all Suits at Law and Arreſts, and 
what-ever other Troubles or Incon- 
veniencies attend a Debtour whoſe 
Debts arc unſatisfy'd. Whence the 
Paſſion and Atonement .of Chrift 
might take eftect with the fincere 4- 
zericans, though they knew nothing 
of the Hiſtory thereof. And there- 
fore being reconciled by the death of 
Chriſt, they ſhould be much more 
ſaved by his life, 'as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks. | 

Philoth. leis very well and piouſly 
argued, O Sophron. | 

Hyl. I think fo too, Philotheas. 

Philoth. Had I not therefore rea- 
ſon to ſmile at Sophroz, being ſo well 
furniſh'd to ſatisfie a greater Difh- 
culty, to ſee himſo hugely confoun- 


Hyl. 
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Hyl. But why take you this to. be 
the ſeſſer Difficulty, Philothews 
Philoth. Becauſe there 1s more E1- 
bow-room for framing of Anſwers to 
it. Forfirſt, ſuppoſe we fthould af- 
firm that all the Earths in the Uni- 
verſe, beſides this of ours, were inha- 
bited merely with Brutes ; That is no 
Argument at all againſt the Divine 
Goodneſs, no more then it would be 
againſt the accuracy of Policy in a 
great City to ſee all the Gaols there- 
in meg of Priſoners, and that they 
were left to the ſole poſleflion of Bats 
and Cats, of Rats and Mice, and ſuch 
like Vermine. It were rather a fign 
of a more exquiſite Government and 
good diſpoſition of the People, that 
there were now found no fk Cri- 
minalls amongſt them. And for the 
pretence of having ſome rational 
Creatures amongſt them to keep 
good quarter 3 what rational Crea- 
tures are there that rule among the 
ſcaly Nations of the vaſt Ocean ? 
Hyl. None, unleſs 7rit07s5 and Sea- 


Nyzphs. | 
I Philoth. 
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Philoth, You may as well phanſic 
Fauns and Satyrs and other S Fvatick 
Geniito range theſe Earths fappold 
deſtitute of humane kinde, and tofl 
ſuperintend their brutiſh Tnhabitants 
for their good, though at a more re- | 
mote and careleſs = war 

Hyl. As probable as the black Hun- 
ter ranging the Foreſt with his vocal, 
but inviſible, Hounds in Forntain- 
blean. 

Euiſt. I remember the Story very 
well, it is recorded in the life of Hen: 
ry the fourth of France. 

Hyl. But there being ſuch an in- 
finite number of Earths as there is of 
Stars or Suns, it is incredible , Philo- 
theus, that it ſhould be the onely Fate 

of this Earth of eurs to be inhabited 
with men. 

Phileth. But how do you know, 
Hylobares, that there is ſuch an infh- 
nite number of Earths? For yoy co- 
venanted at firſt not to bring in mere 
Suſpicions and Surmizes reproachful- 
ly to load Providence withall. 

Hyl. But if that innumerable com- 
pany 
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pany. of ftxt Stars have noPlanets dan- 
cing about them, that. is to ſay, ha- 
bitable.Earths, that will be a real re- 
proach ito Providence indeed, as it 
Divine Goodneſs were tnfinitcly de- 
fectuous in that Point. 

Philotb.: Nay, that were rather an 
auſpicious [1gn, Hylobares, that the In- 
tellecual Orders of Creatures are 
not ſo mach, or rather ſo univerſally, 
lapſed as they might be conceived to 
be, and that the Divine Goodneſs 
has a more ſucceſsfull; and effecual 
Dominion over the Univerſe then 
you imagined. For as much as the 
Light exceeds the Shadows, ſo mmch do 
the Regions of Happineſs exceed thoſe 
of Siz awd Miſery, It isan Aphoriſm 
of the Golden-Key-Paper. 
 Hyl. I perceive you are prepared 
to meet one at every turn, Phzlethes. 
- Philoth. It is but common Civility 
to meet him that makes towards one. 
But nowin the ſecond place, Hylo- 
bares, let us ſuppoſe that all the Pla- 
nets or Earths be 1nbabited with rati- 


onal Creatures, - yet thefe rational 
M m Crea- 


559. 


Divine Dialogues, - 


Creatures . may be as ſpecifically di- 
ſtinCt as the Earths or Plaxets they 1n- 
habit, but agree all in Aationalzty 
as the ſundry ſpecies of Dogs here on 
Earth agree 1n Latrability. They 
having therefore no ſpecifick cognati- 
on with the Sons of Adam. what have 
they todoe with that Religion that 
the Sonsof Adamare ſaved by ? Nay, 
I adde farther, that theſe varietics of 
rational Creatures in the other Pla- 
nets, asthey all agree with one ano- 
ther and with us in mere natural Rea- 
ſon, ſo they may all diſagree from us 


1n this cflential Property of being 


capable of true Religionz no Pro- 
perties but thoſe either of the Arizzal 
or »iddle lite being eflential to them. 
In virtue whereof. they may be good 
Naturaliſts, good Politicians, good 
Geometricians and Analyſts, good Ar- 
chite&s, build Cities and frame Com- 
monwealths, and rule over their bro- 
tker-Brutes in thoſe Planets,and make 
as good uſe of them as we doe 3 but 
be as upcapable of the Dzvine Liſe,or 
of being good Citizens of the Hea- 

venly 
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venly Kingdome, or genuine Sons bf 


God, as the very Brutes they rule 
over. 

- Cuph. O how do [flutter to be ac- 
quainted with this kind: of People, 
Hylobares !- they are pure Philoſo- 
phers, I'll pawn my Iife on't. O that 
the invention of the Ganſaws were 
once perfeted, that I might- make 
my firſt Viſit to our Neighbours m 
the Moon ! 

_ Hyl. But it would be pretty in the 
mean time if the Art of Teleſcopes 
were ſo far perfeCted, that we might 
diſcern their ſhapes and perſons' di- 
ſtin&tly, Cuphophroz, and ſee whether 
it were worth the while to make a 
Viſit to them, whether they be not 
a Nation of mere Apes and Baboons. 

Cuph. I dare ſay, Hylobares, if we 
could but fee theſe Apes and Ba- 
boons through our Teleſtopes, we 
ſhould ſometimes finde them as buſi- 
ly tooting through their Tubes at 
us, as we at them. 

Hyl. T hat were a rare hit indeed, 
Cuphophron, that the Sons of the Me- 
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at Bo-peep, and be able to take a 


mutual] interview of one another at 


ſuch a diſtance. It I could once hear 
this news, I ſhould preſently ſuſpett 
that thoſe pieces of Ice that J. Metics 
is ſaid to have contrived firſt into Te- 
le{copes tumbled out of the Moon. 


Cuph. Well, well, Hylobares, you 


jear all things; but you know not 
what Time may bring forth. 

Hyl.\ But 1n the mean time I am 
very ſcrious in my conference with 
Philothews Fe? which your Rapture 
have thus interrupted, The ſcope of 
whoſe: Diſcourſe on this Point is, to 
ſhew that theſe other Earths may 
not be inhabited by any other Crea- 
tures then ſuch as are eſlentially un- 
capable of true Religion, though he 
may haply allow them to doe ſuch 
Venerations (thole in the Moon par- 
ticularly)to our Earth as the Cerco- 
pithecus and Elephant are faid to doc 
tothe Moon, and ſo. may exerciſe 4 
natural IdeJatry., and that, it may be, 


in magnificently-cxſtructed Temples, 
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even in this utter incapacity of true 
Religion , and conſequently of ' Sal- 
vation 3 their condition in that re- 
ſpe&t being much like that of Brutes. 
Which Hypotheſis once admitted, (and 
It is ſuch as it is hard to demonſtrate 
to be falſe) the preſent Difficulty I 
muſt confeſs does quite vaniſh.” But 
becauſe from the prejudice of Cu- 
ſtome, and habitual experience'of our 
own Earth's being inhabited by Men 
properly fo called, we have ſuch an 
invincible propenfion to think the 
ſame thing comes to paſs mn all o- 
ther Earths or Planets; I' beſfeech 
you, Philothews, eaſe my thoights 


touching their means of Salvation ' 


In this ſtate of the Queſtion, if you 


can. 


Philoth. Thoſe that are ſaved of / 


them are ſaved by the ſame means 
that the Americars and the reſt of the 


Pagan World, that never had the op-_ 


portunity of hearing of the Hiſtory 
of Chriſt, were or are ſayed. The 
Ranſome is paid into a very righteous 
hand , that will not exa& the Debr 


Us 
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twice, as Sophrow very ſoberly and j Ju- 
diciouſly ſuggeſted. 

Cuph. Who knows but the Paſ- 
fion "= Chriſt was intimated to the 
Inhabitants of thoſe other Earths by 
the miraculous Eclipſe that then hap- 


pened, the Sun winking to the reſt of 


the World, to give them notice far 
and wide what was tranſacting on the 
ſage of the Earth in the behalf of 
Wy -.,; 

Hyl. You are a man - rare Devi- 
ces, Cuphophron. How came then the 
Americans not to Jay hold on this op- 
portunity ? For they had no know- 
ledge of the Suffcring of the 2eſſaas, 
till Tk time as the Chriſtians brought 
it thither, and fetch'd away their 
Gold. 

Cuph. You know it 1s night with 
them, Hylobares, when it is day with 
1s3 and therefore they -mitled the in- 
tormation of that Muracle. 

Hyl. But they might have taken 
hold then of the miraculous Eclipſe 
of the Moon, which was every whit 


as prodigious and conſpicuous, theſe 
| two 
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two Luminaries being then in po- 
Pl <a 


ſition, and Chriſt was crucifi 
Noon. 
Philoth. Cuphophron's conceit is wit- 
ty , but over-ſlight and humourous 
FA ſo. ſolemn and ſerious a matter. 
The ſumme of my Solution of this 
_ Difficulty, Hylobares, is this : Lapſed 
\ Souls, where-ever they are, that re- 
cover into Sincerity, are ſaved as we 
are ſaved, I wu nayonu, by the Di- 


vine Humanity, of Humane Divinity,of 


the Son of God : which 1s the inmoſt 
and deepeſt Arcanum of our Chri- 
ſtian Religion. And it,is the Privi- 
lege of the Chriſtian World, that they 
have this Myſtery ſo plainly and dt- 
ſtintly communicated to them by the 
preaching of the Goſpel. . But the cf- 
ficacy of the ſaid Myſtery may be al- 
ſo derived to them that never hear it 
ſound externally and hiſtorically to 
their outward ears. For the Spirit of 
the Lord paſles through the whole 
Univerſe, and communicates this My- 
ſtery to all Souls, where-ever they 
are, that are fitted to receive it, An a 
| Mm 4 more 
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| more hidden 'and miraculous way , 
ſuch as himſelf and at what - time 
himſelf ſhall pleaſe to 'make ufe'of. 
This I think the- moſt ſober Solu- 
tion: of the preſent Difhculty', up- 
on ſuppoſition that there are” an 

Men properly ſo called that*inhabit 
thoſe Planets or Earths you-f{peak of: 
Which., whether there -be of no, 1s 
uncertain to ts; and therefore-the 
Allegation of ſach Uncertamties a- 


” very, Oughtto be eſtEemed of novalue.' 
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| et, for Scruple more; Phplothews, and then 1 
| exeht ve. ſhall give yeutnoflitther trouble. 


| Crow, it 


45/avz a5 it ſg near getting bWiof the Briars. 
| COnd2 bt, wits 3. ate rare £S, 
I -Philoth. I prif' you, what 1s rhat 
Scruple, Hylebarer 2 
Hyl. It 18agam 'abouit' the Pre-exi- 
ſience of the Soul. - Sopbr. 


gainſt certain Teſtimoniesfot the ex-: 
quiſite Goodneſs: 'of 'Divme  Provi- 
dence, ( as Þhave often intimated ) 
| "Tra » Hyl. I muſt confeſs it ,-Philothews, 
| tonzy 15 and crave your pardon. '' But I find 
ing. ' Let mEpropoſe to you but one 
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- Sopbr. Nay, it 'be go back, Philo- 
thets, took to your ſelt; he will come 
on again with ſuch a career, and give 
you ſuch a puſh as you never felt 
- | 
: Philoth. That cannot be help'd, $0- 
phron, T muſt bear the brunt of it as 
well as I can. Speak out therefore , 
Hylobares, and tell your Scruple. 
_ Hyl. My Scruple is onely this, How 
It can conſiſt with. the infinite Good- 
neſs' 6f God, which you fzy is the 
Meaſure of his Providence, ( fince_ 
that Humane Souls can pre-exiſt and 
enjoy themſelves before they come 
into theſe terreſtriall Bodies) that 
they were created no ſooner then cam 
Mundo condito, which is not fix thou- 
ſand years agoez whenas they might 
have enjoy 'd themſelves infinite mil- 
lions of thouſands of years before. 
Philoth. If we rightly underſtand 
the nature of the Sou], Hylobares , 
this is no ſuch hard Probleme. For 
you muſt undgritand it may be an ef- 
ſential Property of the Soul, cither 
vitally to actuate ſome materia! Yeu 
j, cle 
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cle or other, or elſe not toaCt at all. 
Wherefore it had beena fruſtraneous 
thing to create Souls ſo infinite a ſpace 
of time before the corporeall World 
was created, that Hypotheſis ſuppoſed. 

Hyl. This may be true for ought 
I know, Philothews - but admitting it 


| fo, itcaſts me ſtill into an equal per- 


plexity touching the Divine Good- 
neſs, in that ſhe has not thought fit 
that the corporeall World ſhould be 
created till within fix thouſand years 
agoe, whereas it might have been cre- 
ated an infinite time- before, and 
ought ſo to have been, that Humane 
Souls might ſo early come into play, 
and live and a& in their reſpeCtive 
Vehicles. 

Philoth. Fhis is ſomething indeed, 
Hylobares. © 

Sophr. Did not I tell you fo, Phi- 
lothews £ Our Ship is ſunk in the ve- 
Ty Haven, when we were ready to 
land. . 

Philop. Your heart 1s ſunk, O Se- 
phrox , pluck up your ſpirits, and 
be of good chear. Is this the 1h 

' mol 
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moſt of your Difficulty, Hylobares ? 

Hyl. It is 3 cure me but of this 
Anxiety , Philothens , and I ſhall de- 
clare my ſelt as ſound as a fiſh, and 
perfectly freed from all Scruples tou- 
ching Divine Providence. —_ - 

-Philoth, But your ſelf muſt aſſiſt 
me then in your own Cure. Tell me 
| therefore , Hylobares , why do you 
think ther: the World was not cre- 
ated ti!] about ſix thouſand years 
agoe ? 

Hyl. That's plain from the Chro- 
nologie of Holy. Scripture. 

Philoth. But have you no other 


Argument for it, Hylobares £ 
Hyl. None at all that I can tel 
of, ren mo 
Philoth. Why then, Aleks the 
caſe ſtands thus. If you heartily ad- 


here tg the truth of the Scripture, as. 


you ought, I will declare you as ſound 
asafiſhz and this intricate diſcourſe 
about Providence might have been 
the leſs needfull. Butif in a Fhiloſo- 
phicall Wantonneſs you will not con- 
cern your ſelf in the Letter of the 


=_ 


Scripture, 
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Scripture touching T heorems of Phi- 
toſophy, you have already declared 
your ſelf as ſound as a Fiſh. 

Hyl. You have caught me like a 
Fiſh in a Net, Phzlothexs : but I muſt 
freely confeſs I do not perceive my 
own Soundneſs yet, unleſs ſhould be 
ſo unſound as to quit the Scriptures. 

Philoth. That you will never do, 
if you rightly underſtand them. For 
they are moſt aſſuredly the Truth of 
God. 

_ Hyl. But how does this Truth con- 


fort with his Goodneſs, Whenas it de- 


clares to us that the World has cont1- 
nued but about theſe ſix thouſand 
years ? EL 

Phileth. This Earth and Heaven 
that the Conflagration 1s to paſs upon 
afſuredly commenced: no longer ago, 
Hylobares. But I pray you how high 
would you have the Commencement 
of the World to begin, and in what 
order, that it may fill out the meaſure 
of that Zdea of Goodneſs. which you 
would have 1ts Continuation ſtretch'd 


upon? 


Hyl. 
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Hyl. T would have it begun no ſoo- 
ner then it was poſhible, which is infi- 
nite Myriads of years ſooner then it 

._ 

Philoth. Well then, Hylobares, be- 
gin it as ſoon as you will in your Phi- 
lofophical] wm and in what order 
you will, and ſee what will become of 
it. You young men are marvelloully 
wile. 

Cuph. O that I had Hylobares his 
Province now ! what rare work 
could I make of it? 

Hyl. I prithee, Cuphophron, take it. 
I know thou wilt manage it nimbly 
and wittily. 

_ Cuph. Carteſtanly enough, I warrant 
thee, Hylobares 3 you ſhall ſee elſe if 
I do not. And 1 will ſmartly ſay at 
firſt, T hat the World was to begin ſo 
ſoon as God was, his Omnipotency 
being cocternall to himſelf; and 


therefore what-ever he could pro- 


duce in any moment, he could pro- 
duce as ſoon as he was, which: was 
from 'everlaſting. Wherefore the 
Matter might have been created from 
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everlaſting, and, having a due rhea- 


ſire of Motion imparted to it, might 
within a little time after have fallen 
into the contrivance of Yortices and 
Suns, according to the deſcription of 
the Carteſiaz Philoſophy 3 that is, ſay 
I, Mechanically, with Des-Cartes, but 


Bathynows Spermatically, from anold_ 


P3thazorick Dream ina Wood. But 
it is not material now which way it 
was. For whether way ſoever, in 
proceſs of time, after theſe Suns had 
ſhone through the Univerſe with a 
free Light, ſome of thent being inve- 
loped with Spots grew perfectly o- 
pake, and being ſuck'd in by their 
neighbour-Yortices became Planets 
or Earths. 

Exiſi. Theſe are, it may be, thoſe 
extin( Snrs OT cold Suns that Parme- 
rides the Pythagorean taught, adding 
alſo, that men were generated out of 
the Sun 3 meaning ſurely theſe extinct 
or cold ones, that were turned into 
Farths or Planets. | 

Cuph, That's a pretty Obſervation, 
EnVftor. 

Hyl. 
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 Hyl. I, and an handſome confirma- 
tion alſo of Bathynews his Dream, that 
the Riſe of the World was not mere- 
ly Mechanical}, but Spermaticall or Vi- 
tal; this Parmenides being a Pythago- 
rean. But this is not the preſent buſt- 
neſs. I pray you return to your Pro- 
vince, oy phron, and bring things 
to a concluſion. 

Cuph. The conclufion is manifeſt of 
it ſelf: That if the World did not 
commence (ſo early as I havedeſcri- 
bed, fith it was poſlible it might doe 
ſo, ( but infinite Myriads of years la- 
ter, ) that the infinite Goodneſs of 
God is not the Meaſure of his Provi- 
dence, but that he has been infinitely 
leſs good then he might have been to 
the World and to humane Souls, if 
they have continued but fix thouſand 
years. 

Sophr. This is ſmart indeed, Cupho- 
ron. 

" Cuph. Tlove what Itake upon me, 
Sophron , to doe it thoronghly and 
Jmartly. What ſay you to this, Philo-- 


thews £ 
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Philoth. I ſay you have charged 


ſivutly and home, O Cupbophbrorz but 


I ſhall make , the force recoil again 
upon Your own breaſt , f-you will 
but freely and ingenuoully anſwer to 
what I demand. . 

Cyph. I ſhall, Philothers. 


Philoth. Was there not a firſt fix | 


thouſand years of Duration from the 
beginning of the World, ſuppoking it 
began ſo timely as you have deſcri- 
bed ? 

Cuph. According to my Hypotheſis 
it began from everlaſting, and there- 
fore the numbring of years. from this 
time to that will have no exits. We 
{ſhall never come to the fir{t ſ1x thou- 
ſand years. 

Philoth. That's true,O Caxphophron; 
but you anſwer cxaftily, and yet you 
plainly imply that there was a firſt f1x 
thouland years, though we. carmot 
come at them : but that is beeaule 
we begin at the wrong end. By the 
ſame fallacy you may conclude that 
there 1s not a Jaft ax thouſand years, 
beginning your account from everla- 

ſting, 
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ſting, as you call it, becauſe your 
numbring will finde no Exitxs to: us. 
And yet we are, ſuppoſe at this mo- 


ment, in the laſt moment of the laſt 
ſ1x thouſand years 3 and ſo we fhall be 


alwales of ſome laſt fix thouſand,or at 
leaſt have been ſo in ſuch diviſions, 

Cuph. That cannot be denied. 

- Phileth. Wherefore, Cuphephror , 
pitch your animadverſion on the right 
end, that is to ſay, on the beginning 
of this infinite Duration, as you 
phanſie it, I mean, on that Intervall 
of time wherein all the whole Uni- 
verſe was either /ucid or tranſparent , 
there being nothing but Ss then ac- 
cording to your Carteſian Hypotheſis, 
no Earths or Plancts : was that time 
infinite ? 

Cuph. I muſt confeſs it ſeems to me 
incredible that it was fo. Methinks 
within leſs then an infinite Series of 
time ſome of the Sx#s ſhould be in- 


veloped with Spots, become Comets, | . 


and afterwards Earths or Planets. 


Phileth. Well then, if that Inter- 


vall of time was finite,. it had a finite 
number of. ſix thouſand years. 
Nn Cuph, 
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Cuph. Of fix thouſand years re- 
peated, you mean, Philothews. 

Philoth. T mean ſo, and would from 
thence infer , that there is moſt evi- 
dently therefore in that finite Inter- 
vall a firſt ſix thouſand years as well 


as a laſt. | 
Cuph. It ſeems impoſible to be o- 


therwiſe. But well, what of allthis, 


Philothews £ 

Philoth. Let us phanſie now our 
ſelves, O Crphophron, or any other 
rational Beings, Philoſophizing at 
the end of thoſe firſt Tix thouſand 
years immediately ſucceeding the 
molt early Commencement of the 
World that was poſſible, (for you 
pitched as high as poflibly you 
could) and entertaining themſelves 
with the very diſcourſe we are now 
upon; would not they with your 
ſelf notwithſtanding conclude, that 
the World migkt have been made an 
infinite Sexzes of time ſooner ?. 

Cuph. Not if they knew it (as we 
ſ\uppoſe it) made as ſoon as poſlibly 
1t could be. | 

Hyl. Very well anſwered , Cxpho- 
Fhron. Sopbr. 
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Sophy. It 1s too well anſwered, This 
Cuphophron has a miſchievous' wit 
with him when he is ſet uportt. 
, -Cxph. told you, Sophron, I love 
to doe all things ſmartly. 

Philoth. I pray you doe, Cupho- 
phron, and tell me farther, whether 
the Ancient of days was. then but of 
{1x thouſand years continuance 3 and 
whether thoſe Diſputants we ſpeak 
of, unleſs it had beentold them by 
Divine Revelation that the World 
began as ſoon as it could, would not 
confidently have conceived 1t might 
have begun an infinite Serzes of time 
beforez and, laſtly, whether we 
knowing by Divine Revelation that 
the World began about fix thouſand 
years ago, It may not for all that 
have commenced as ſoon as poſſibly 
It could ; and God, who is Omnipo- 
tent, could as early create Planets 
as Suns or Stars, and order all things 
as he is ſaid to doe in fix days Crea- 
tion, or as we finde them to be at- 
this day: 
Hyl. Anſwer, Cuphophron : why 

do you gape and ſtare, and ſcratch 

th N n 2 your 
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your head where it itches not ? 
Cuph. 1 pray you, Hylobares, take 
your Province again, If you will, and 
manage it your ſelf: I have enough 
of it. 
Hyl. Why, what's the matter, C#- 
phophron & © | 

Cuph. I am confounded, 

Hyl. 1 am convinced. 

Cuph. Convinced afore-hand , 1 
warrant you, at all adyentures, be- 
fore Philothews has made any Conclu- 
ſion. What would he infer from 
all this? . 

Philoth. T hat though with the Ho- 
ly Scriptures we admit, as all Ortho- 
dox peopledo, that the World was 
created but about fix thouſand years 
ago, yet, for ought we know, it was 
created as ſoon as it could; and there- 
fore Hylobares his Allegation, of the 
Poſlibility of the World's being cre- 
ated an infinite Series of time ſoon- 

| er, 1$Of no validity againſt our Af- 
{crtion of the exquiſite Goodneſs of 
Providence, Which I have coxrtended 
tor all this time. 

Hyl. I, and your's its the Victory,O 

admired 
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admired Philothexs, but mine the Tri- XXXvI. | 
amph, "as ies, 5 erm, 5 2a, 5 [YE 
Be out yoptv ou | . Joy and © 
Philap. What's the mattor with bx au | 
Hylobares, that he raps out Greek in. chize Pro- = 
this unuſual manner ? What is it that #49, | 
he ſays, Euiftor £ | proline Ni 
Emift. It is a broken Sentence of a Philoche- 
tranſported, Barbarian in Ariſtopha- © 
es. O how amTpleaſed ! how am I de- 
liehted ! how am 1 rejoyced, and could 
even dance for joy | 
Philop. I ſuppoſe Hylobares ſpeaks 
better Greek then you Engliſp, or elſe 
its as barbarous and rude as the Bar- 
barian himſelf. 
Exiſt. T know what you mean,Phi- 
lopolzs, I humour'd it on purpoſe to 
the Barbarian's Greek. I am rejoicet 
is as good Emgliſh as xe is Greek , 
if we will believe the Critichs. 
Hyl. Eniſtor is got to his ſapleſs 
Criticks again 3 but I am brim-full of 
the pleaſure af important Things and 
Notions. O happy Philopolis , that 
brought us to this Conference! O | 
thrice-blefſed Philothezs , that has fo . 
divine a Gift of ealing the minds of * 
Nan 3 the 4 
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the ſerious in their anxious Perplex- 
ities about the moſt concerning Mat- 


ters! | 

Philop. I am glad Philothews has 
wrought ſo great a: Cure. 

Hyl. A Cure,Philopolis? 1t.is more 
then a Cure. I am not onely at 
perfect caſe 'touching all Doubts a- 
bout Divine Frovidence, but in an 
ineffable Joy 'and Ecſtaſte, 'rapt into 
Paradiſe upon. Earth, hear'the Muſick 
of Heaven, wluleI conſider the Har- 
monie of God, of Keaſonzand the U-- 
iverſe, ſowell accorded by the sk1]- 


.full voice of Philothews. ' How light- 


ſome is my Heart, ſince my minde_ 
has been ealed of theſe Perplexitics ! 
how tranſported 'are my Spirits, how 
triumphant and tripudiant , that I am 
ready even to skip out of my skin for 
Joy | | EY 

Cub. It you be ſo dancingly merry, 
Hylobares, you would doe well to call 
for a fit of Muſick : I have provided 
an Inſtrument almoſt as high as your 
Raptures. Muſick joyn'd to this 
mood will put you upon a rare pin 
indced, 


| Sopbr. 
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ſometimes in ſuch a condition upon 
ſuch like occaſions ; Truth being to 
the eye of the Soul what Beauty 1s to 
that of the Body, very tranſporting. 

Sophr. I believe a ſolemn Leſlon 
. onthe Theorbo would finely compoſe 
him, and Bathywows I know has $kill 
on that Inſtrument, and can ſing to it. 

. Philoth. You ſay right, he can. I 
pray you, Bathynons, give us a caſt of 
your Skill. 

Bath, 1 am a very ſorry Muſician , 
to venture to ſing in ſuch company. 
I ſing ſometimes and play to my (elf 
in the dark ſome ealie Songs and Leſ- 
ſons, but have not the confidence to 
think others can be pleaſed with fuch 
mean Muſick. 

' Cuph. You may play and ling in the 
dark here too, Bathynons, if you will. 
The Moon's light comes not ſo plen- 
tifully through the Leaves of the Ar- 
Nan 4 bour 
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Sophr. Hylobares wants no aid for 
the increaſe of his Joy, but rather 
for the regulating of it. For in my / 
apprehenſion he is in a very great E- 
motion of minde. 

Philsth. Melancholick | way are 
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bour as to diſcover whether you bluſh 
or no, in caſe you ſhould be out. 
Come, I pray you, be confident, I'll 
reach you the Theorbo. 

Philop. I pray you, Bathynons, let's 


'hear what you can doe. I know it 


will be gratefull to Hylobares. 
Hyl. I ſhall like a Song of Batiyno- 
s his chuſing 3 I know 1t will not be 
impertinent to our preſcnt purpoſe. 
Bath. It's an excellent Theorbo, Cu- 
phophren : It deſerves a more skiltull 


Hand to touch it then mine. How 


{weet and mellow, and yet how ma- 
jeſtick, 1s the Sound of it ! 

Hyl. O how that Flouriſh charms 
my Spirits! You have a very good 
Hand on the Lute, Bathynous. 

' Bath. FIl fing you a good Song, 
Hylobares, though I have but a bad 
Hand, and a worſe Voice : and it ſhall 
be out of your own beloved hob- 
bling Poet, The Philoſopher's Devotior. 

Fyl. None better : Iprzy you let 
us hear it. | | | 


Path. Sing aloud, His Praife rehearſe 


” ? / - - had 
Is'rabiath made the Univerly. 


Fe 
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He the boundleſs Heaven has (pred, 
All the vital Orbs has kned ; 

He that on Olympus high 
Tends bis Flocks with watchful Fyc, 
And ths Eye has multiply Ad, 

'Midſt each Floch for to reſide. 
Thus as round about they ſtray, 
Toucheth each with out-{tretch'd Rays. 
Nimbly they hold on their way, 
Shaping out their Night aud Day. 
Summer, Winter, Autumn, Spring. 
Their inclined Axes bring. 

Never ſlack they, none reſpires, 
Dancing round their Central Fires. 
Te de order as they more, 
Echo's ſweet be gently drove 
T hor ongh Heav'n's vaſ# Hollowneſs, 
Which unto all corners preſs; 
Mufick that ihe heart of Jove 
Mower to Toy and ſportfull Love, 
Fills the liftening $ ailors ears 
Riding on the wandring Sphears. 
Neither Speech nor Language 3s 
Where tyeir voice 3s not tranſmiſs. 
God ix good, is wile, z ſtrong, 
IV itneſs all the Creature-throng 3 
Is confeſs'd by every Tongue. 
All things back from whence they 
As the thankfull Rivers pay ( ſprung, 
I bat they borrowed of the Sea, 
Now my ſelf T do reſign © . 
"Take me whole, T all am thi1c . 
- | | Save 
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Save me, God, from Self-defire, 
Death's pit, dark Hell's raging Fire, 
Envy, Hatred, Vengeance, Ire : 
Let not Luſt my Soul bemire. 
Oit from theſe thy Praiſe I'll ſing, 
Loudly ſweep the trembling String. 
Bear a part, O Wiſedom's Sons, 
Freed from vain Religions. 
Lo, from far I you ſalute, 
Sweetly warbling on my Lute. 
India, Kgypt, Arabie, 
Aſia, Greece, and Tartaric, 
Carmel-Tradqs and Lebanon, 
With the Mountains of the Moon, 
From whence muddy Nile doth run, 
Or where=ever elſe you wone, 
Breathing in one vital Air, 
One we are, though diſtant far. 
Riſe at once, let's ſacrifice 
Odours ſweet, perfume the Skies. 
See how Heav'nly Lightning fires 
Hearts inflam'd with bigh Aſpires! 
All the ſubſtance of our Souls 
Up in clouds of Incenſe rolls. 
| Leave we nothing to our ſelves, 
Save a Voice , what need we elſe ? 
Or an Hand to wear and tire 
On the thankfull Lute or Lyre. 
Sing aloud, His Praiſe rehearſe 
Who hath made the Univerſe. 


Hl.Your Judgement is very ſound, 


O S0o- 
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© Sephroz 3 this ſolemn Leſlon on the 
Theorbo did not ſo much increaſe my 
Paſtion of Joy, as regulate, eſtabliſh, 
and fix it. Methought I was placed 
in the third Heaven all the while I 
heard ſo {weet an Inſtrument, ſo live- 
ly a Voice, and ſo exalted Philoſo- 
phy and Morality joyn'd together 
11 one Harmony. 

| Cuph. You was avery great way 
ofi then, Hylobares, if you mean the 
Carteſian third Heaven. | 

Hyl. I mean an higher Myſtery , 
Cuphophron. A man may be in the Car- 
teftar third Heaven, and yet be as f1]- 
ly a fellow as I was before I confer- 
red with Phzlothexs. 

Philop. You are the moſt rapturous 
and eclitaticall Company of people 
that ever I met with in all my lite; 
a kind of Divine Madneſs , I think, 
ules amongſt you, and the efficacy 
of your Converſe is able to make o- 
thers mad for Company. I am ſure 
when Philothexs comes to my beloved 
Theme, if he manage it with the like 


ſucceſs he has done this , it will ha- 


zard my being at lcaſt inwardly as 


much 


nfo 
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much tranſported as Hylebares. Which 
I would willingly try to morrow more || , 
timely in the afternoon, betwixt three ( 
and four of the Clock, becauſe my oc- 
caſions will call me next day out of 
Town. 

Philoth. T am ſorry to hear of your 
ſo ſudden departure, Philopolis 3 but 
we ſhall not fail at that time you ap- 
| point to give you the meeting here. 
 xxxyiu. Sophr, And I hope Philotheas will 
| TieH4it” manage your T heme, Philopolis, with 
| RY a more ſteddy and ſecure Succeſs 
| goizg Diſ- then that of Hylobares. Forthetruth | *» 
| 9% 1s, TIhave had many an aking Heart 
for you all in this doubtfull Diſpute 3 
your Hardineſs ſeeming to me as re- 
provable as theirs who, when the 
may ſccurely ſtand on the firm Land, 
or {ately paſs over a {trong-built 
Bridge, will chuſe to commit them- 
ſclves to ſome weather- beaten Cock-_ 
boat, When the Winde 1s very rough 
and the Waves high and toſling, one- 
ly out of a carcleſs Wantonneſs, or 
dcelire to conflict with Danger. Me- 
thought cver and anon I ſaw the Boat 
Icauy to topple over, and your ſclves. 
put 
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put to ſwim for your lives, or drown. 
Philop. But Providence did mar- 
vellouſly aſliſt her ſo earneſt and af- 
fectionate Advocate, O Sophrox. 
Sophr. She did, and heartily con- 
gratulate your ſafe arrivall to Land. 
Cuph. But this is but a dry and inef- 
fectual Congratulation, O Sophror. 


Come, begin to them in a Glaſs of 


go00d Canarie, to comfort their chill 
hearts after the perill of this Ship- 
wreck and ſad Sea-ſtorm. Hold, I'll 
open the Bottle. 

| Hyl. Stay your hand,O Cuphophron. 
There's none ſo chill or cold at heart 
as you imagine. IamſureIamall Joy 
and Warmth without the help of any 
ſuch Liquour. 
| Cuph. It may be you are over-hot, 
Hylobares ; Sack is good even in Fe- 
vers, and tt is not unlikely but that a 
Glaſs of it may cool you. 

 Hyl. All the heat that I have at 
this time, beit never ſo much, 1s ſo 
ſacred and divine, that I will not di- 

 miniſh it in the leaſt degree upon any 
| pretenſe. 

| Philop.I pray you,Cuphophron, keep 
ol your 
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your . Bottle entire til] another time- 
I perceive 1t,is now utterly needleſs, 
and your Liquour is too good to be 
caſt away in vain. | 

Philoth. We all overflow with 
\uch Joy, O Cuphephron, as no ter- 
reſtriall Wine can procure, nor 1n- 
creaſe , nor ought to diminiſh, 

Euiſt, Indeed I think we doe, Phi- 
lotheus3 I would not drink a Glaſs of 
Sack now, no not for forty pounds. 

Cuph. T have not the Juck of it at 
this time to contribute to the plea- 
ſure of this excellent Company in 
any thing, my Wine it felf being as 
rejectaneous as my Reaſonings. 

| Hyl. O dear Cuphophron , be not 
you ſolicitous touching theſe things. 
11] aflure you, your performance was 
marvcllous noble, and worthy the 
great Parts ard Wit of Cuphophror. 

Cuph. It's a comfortable circum- 
{tance, that the cenſure of Hylobares 
ts {o favourable, whoſe humour is to 
abuſe in me what-ever 1s or is not 
abuſeable. But I profeſs to thee, Hy- 
lobares, I was never ſo confounded in 


all my life as in that point of = 
World 5s 
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World's poſlibility of being created 
from everlaſting. Iam perfeRly puz- 
zled in it #0 this very day. _- 

Hyl. Why, I prithee, Cuphophron, 
how many hours, or rather minutes, * 
Is it fince that confuſion firſt furpri- 
zed thee? 

Cxph. My minde has been ſo jum- 
bled betwixt Time and Eternity, that 
E think I can ſpeak ſenſe in neither. 
What a marvellous thing 1s this, that 
God, who was Omnipotent as ſoon as 
he was, and who : Was from all Eter- 
nity, and could create Sms and Yor- 
zices within a moment that he was 
Ommnipotent, yet ſhould not be able 
to create the World ſo ſoon, but that 
there would be an Eternity of Du- 
ration neceſlarily conceivable before 
the World's Creation ? 

Bath, Yes, Cuphophron, and this 
marvellouſly-articipativg Eternity 1s 
the proper and neceſlary eternal Dx- 
ration of God, whieh nothing can 
reach or exhauſt 3 as that inmoſt Ex- 
tenſion or Amplitude which will neceſ- 
ſarily remain after we have imagined 

all Matter, or what-ever elſe 1s re- 
move- 
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XL. 
That there © 
15 AB CVEſ= | 
anticipas® | 
tive Eter= 
nity aud 
inextermi- , ; 
nable Ame *' 
plitude , 
that are 
proper to 
the Deity © © 
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moveable, removed or extermina 
out of the World, is.to be look'd u 
no as the permanent Expanſion or 4. 
e of the radical Eſfentiality) 


 Cuph, T his is $7 we per obſcurint 
Bathynous 3 but doubtleſs it 1s an high 
ly-Metaphyficall Point, and a ma 
ought to muſter up all his Metaphyl 
call forces that would grapple with 1 
This is a noble game for me alone b 
my {clf to purſue in my Arbour. - | 

Philop. Or on your Pillow, Cuphe 
phron; tor it is very late. And there 
fore, Courtetus Cupboppron,. we'll bi 
you Good night. | 

Cuph. Youſay well, Thilopolis , , 4 
will not be amiſs to.conſult with one's 
Pillow, as the Proverb 1 is, and fee 
upon't. 

Philop. Gentlemen, you'll remem 
ber the appointed time to morrow. | 

Philoth. We will not fail you, Phi 
lopolis, ' 


The end of the Third Dialogue 
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